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The Farallons are precipitous islets composed of volcaniec rock. Saveral
rocks are included in the Southeast Farallon group, the total area beirng
about 120 acres. The main island is approximately 70 acres in size and

has the only major horizontal area on any of the islands. Two miles north—;
west is Middle Farallon, a single rock which is frequently awash and serves,
primarily as a resting place for cormorants and sea lions in calmer weather:

The North Farallons consist of two clusters of bare, precipitous islzts and

rocks, extending over about one mile of ocean. Noonday Rock is the western:

most rock and is almost completely submerged and is awash most of the time.

Vegetation is sparse with only one form, an annual succulent herb known as

Farallon weed, providing low ground cover over part of the Southeast Faral-
lon. '

Marine wildlife is abundant on these islands. Up to 250,000 sea birds use
the islands for nesting or resting. The most numerous avian species are
ashy storm petrel, Brandt's and pelagic cormorants, western gull, common
murre, and Cassin's auklet.

Marine nammals breeding and pupping on Southeast Farallon include Steller
and California sea lions, harbor seals, and northern elephant seals.

The original condition of the Varallons at the time of discovery by Cabrllld
was similar to the current appearance described above. The major physical
alterations on Southeast Farallon since 1539 include the following:

1. Lighthouse constructed on top of Southeast Farallon and the path lead-
ing to this structure.

2. Two houses near the base of the lighthouse path, water tanks, rain y
apron, generator house, carpentry shed, helicopter pad, paint shed, |/
radio antenna.

3. A boat landing and associated equipment at the east end.

4, Path between east landing and north cove.

5. Two Monterey pines planted near the residences and introduced grasses,
miner's lettuce, and other plants near the south landing.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANGE !
The Farallons have a longer recorded history than the mainland of San Pran-

cisco and have been particularly important for their abundant supply of
wildlife.

In 1539 Juan Rodriquez Cabrillo first landed on the islands and named
them "Los Farallones; Spanish for cliffs or small pointed islets., S§ir
Francis Drake arrived in the Golden Hinde in 1579 to take on fresh sea
lion and bird meat for his starving crew. He renamed the site, "Islands
of Saint James, " but this name never replaced the original Spanish name.
In 1602 when Spaniard Viscaino arrived he applied the name, "Los Frayles,
meaning the Friars because of unusual rock formations.

Later the abundant Guadalupe fur seals, sea otters,. and sea lions pro-
vided the initial attraction for commercial use of the Farallons. As
early as 1807 New England seamen began taking fur seals for their pelts,
and by 1812 more than 73,000 had been taken. Subsequently, the Russians
stripped most of the remaining wealth of marine mammals for pelts, fol-
lowed finally by the Mexicans, who finished off the few animals that had
previously escaped.

Although the Russians had taken up to 500,000 birds annually to provide
dried meat for the Aleut hunters and feathers and down to Russia;, the
major exploitation of the tremendous sea bird popmlations occurred with
the eggers in the mid-19th Century. To supply the booming City of San
Francisco during the Gold Rush, eggs of murres and ocher sea birds were
gathered from probably all the major islands., One €gg company alone col-
lected three to four million eggs between 1850 and 1856, Bloody battles
among egg collectors were frequent and continued for 40 years until the
United States government outlawed the taking of eggs from the islands.
Finally, in 1909 the Farallons were designated as a national wildl:fe
refuge with the exception of Southeast Parallon which was included later.
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These alterations are relatively inconspicuous with rYespect to the total
appearance of the island and do not appreciably affect the aura of wilder-
ness or isolation or the abundance of wildlife.

European hares were introduced by an English sea captain between 1850 and
1874, but are no longer present.

Bird populations have fluctuated both absolutely (such as the declines
during the "egging" period) and relatively (for example, western gulls
are now more numerous in relation to common murres than they were prior
to egging). Most wildlife species have returned to approximately their
original stability, however, and are again subject enly to natural in-
fluences on population dynamics, ;
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The fog signal, which was designed by Major Hartman Bache of the U, s.
Engineers, consisted of a brick chimney placed over a natural ocean blow
hole. The air moving through the hole provided the power. However, the
signal was silent when the fog would hang over the quiet waters. A storm
in 1879 destroyed the chimney and it was first replaced by a steam fog
signal and then by a diaphone.

The light nmonsisted of alantern 12 feet high and 8 feet in diameter. Each
around the lamp once every 8 minutes.

Coast Guard personnel were removed from the island with the automation of
the lighthouse in 1972. Now the 500,000 candlepower light and fog signal

A minimum of two biologists live on the island to protect and study the
‘Nwildlife. With protection against exploitation, the Farallons once again
contain the largest sea bird rookery south of Alaska and the marine mam-
mals, with the exception of the fur seal and sea otter, are all now re-
established. Today these unique islands and their abundant wildlife popu-
lations are in nearly the same primitive condition as they were prior to
the ravages they experienced in the 19th Century.
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The Southeast Farallons, looking west, northwest, with extensive
U. S. Coast Guard navigational aid installations centered on level

portion of main island.
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Steller sea lions hauled out on Southeast Farallon. In the early
1800's sea lions were hunted for their pelts.
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Common murre colony on Southeast Farallon. Murre eggs were a
favorite of the egg collectors in the 1850's.
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U. S. Coast Guard and Point Reyes Bird Observatory residences on
Southeast Farallon with lighthouse and trail system in background.
Birds in foreground are western gulls.
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