HANK'S SNAP SHOP ------

Hank Davis, WBDTV 7822 Washington Avenue

Phone 823-7885 Sebastopol, CA 95472
(Noncommercial ham ads are printed-for free)

FREE: - MODEL 33 ASCIT printer with serial
RS-232 port. John KA6DJY 544-5330.

YAESU FT901DM xcvr, SP901 patch, YP150 dummy
10ad/pwr mtr.  $550. Jud N6QAV 829-3621.
WANT: - 'MFJ.TNC,--ICOM 27A-0r-28A 2 mLr -XCvr.
Lyle WH6F 526-3233. u

Sonoma County Radlo Amateurs, Inc. '

PO Box 116
Santa Rosa, CA 95402

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

SYNERTEK KTM-2/80 80 1line, 24 column
computer terminal, RS-232; 110-9600 baud.
AMDEK -100G 12-inch-green. screen monitor,
both for $25. Clyde N6RIG 527-5468.

B&W lowpass filter 1.8-30 MHz, 1 KW, $15.
SOFTWARE for IBM clones & C-64.. Inquire.
MACAW DPM-1 SWR/pwr meter 1.8-150 MHz-
20/200/1kw $35 - Hank W6DTV 823-7885.

SEARS/YAESU 2M XCVR 146-148 MHz $50 f1rm
Jim N6PTM 823-7947. -

HEATH HW-101 best offer. Walt N60H 763-0476.

"WANT: JOHNSON Signal Sentry 250-25 and
-Johnson Matchstick 137-102. Tracy WBETMY

762-9414.

| BULK RATE -~ - |
~ | U.S. POSTAGE PAID |
| -SANTA ROSA, CA |
| PERMIT NO. 658 |

JOHN BRECKENRIDGE

WB&FRZ

574 WILD OAX DR

WINDSOR CA 95492
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Why am I showing you all this?
(See this month’s minutes.)
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¥j\}\ [j<>_ PRESTIDENT: John Wallack WeTLK 833-1873

O </ VICE PRESIDENT: Jim Pelmulder NePTM 823-7947

< ™ 1. SECRETARY: Alan Bloom "N1AL 538-7115
O A TREASURER: ~Philip Gaul KC6BS8I 544-2572
%)) < MEMBER-AT-LARGE: John Breckenridge WB6FRZ 838-6398
ACTIVITIES CHAIR: Chuck Sabin N&6DDK 795-2371

-0 U REPEATER CHATRMAN: Jim Rutherford WB6PER 526-2972
- e SHORT SKIP STAFF: —~————— e
e O EDITOR: Alan Bloom N1AL (e)538-7115

SWAP SHOP:

1578 Los Aiamos Rd, Santa Rosa, CA 95405
CIRCULATION MGR:
ADVERTISING MGR:

(d)577-3981
Harvey Lawrence K6KZ

John Wallack . WeTLK
Hank Davis WeDTV

833-1873
823-7885

ARRL LIAISON: Alan Bloom NIAL  538-7115
ASST. DIRECTOR: Chuck Sabin N6DDK 795-2371
BADGE CHAIRMAN: Philip Gaul “KC6BSI 544-2572
CLUB HISTORIAN: Connie Freitas NGFYV

AcTiviTiIES COMMITTEE:
PROGRAMS: - - {OPEN)

PUBLIC SERVICE: Bill Splaine N6GHG 431-8636
FIELD DAY: Don BoosingerKD6HQ 546-1217

EDUCATION: Tracy Reese WB6TMY 527-8124

' +WD6CKP WB7CNJ WBGFRZ WASLLY
TVI/RFI: - John Lynch  W6CCY 823-1357
HOMEBREW CONTST:Steve Lund  WASLLY 823-4544
AWARDS: Steve Lund  WASBLLY 823-4544 |

VEC EXAMS: Steve Lund ~ WABLLY 823-4544

e +NTAL WNBD WW6GD- WWGF WBGFRZ K6UXO
REFRESHMENTS @ MEETINGS:  Bob Oisten WD6DPE
GREETER AT MEETINGS: Jane Vanderslice -N6NTB
MEMBERSHIP LOTTERY: ~  Bob.ScoTnick K6GEV
QSL. MANAGER:. =~ = ~.Doug ‘Bender  WW6D

REPEATER CONTROL OP's:
HWDGCKP ‘Hoppy 542-6750 ~ 'N6ONZ Garry 584-3425
WBGPER. Jim . 526-2972-:. .W6TLK. John 833-1873
WBBUAZ -Kathi "544-7943  WNBD=Jim 544-7943
o : ~N6PTM Jim  823-7947
PACKET COMM: ATl N1AL, Jim WN6D, “Rich- KA6SSL

SHORT - SKIP ADVERTISING RATES:
~ Business cards: $10
- $11 First 1/4 Column
$3 Additional 1/4 Columns
- {$32 Full-Page, 1 side)
Pre-printed inserts: $32/sheet

Guaranteed circulation:  200/month
AD DEADLINE: 10th of previous month

7:00 PM.

ARE YOU NOT AN SCRA MEMBER?

IF SO, then this is a complimentary copy.
Our club is involved with :almost every area

of Amateur Radie: Repeaters (13/73), Field
Day, license classes {(Novice through Extra),
volunteer exams, RACES, DX programs, packet
(145.03), hidden xmtr hunts -- you name it."

We invite you to attend our next monthly

meeting (see beTow)or check into-the Tuesday

night SCARS net on the 146.13/73 repeater at
You will hear the latest Westlink

Amateur Radio News broadcast, announcements

dues Tisted below. Hope to have an "eyeball"
S0 with you at the next meeting!

3L

CLue MEETINGS:

7:30 PM, 1% Wednesday each month at the EOC
(Emergency Operations Center, ‘see map-below)

Anyone interested in ham radio is welcome,
NEXT MEETING: March 7, 1990 " ~
PROGRAM:  "10 Steps to DXCC" by .Chod .
Harris VP2ML, Editor of The DX Bulletin

for new members. With membership, comes an

SCRA"call/name badge. Fami]ymembershir: $18°

S <----- HIGHWAY 101 ---->"N

NEW

BICENTENNIAL| |WAY

VENTURA AVE

MENDOCINO AVE .

DUES:  $17 per year, p]US'a'one;timeJ$4.dO'"
dnitiation fee. Dues are pro-rated $1/month

SHORT SKIP SONOMA COUNTY, RADXO AMATEURS, INC.
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WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION ’

——= _ 2..6 EE&},FRR&?

TLET
M RADIO OU
N ATIONWIDE TEAM

|«nnananS:f—’#FJ/

EM, NH
S/OODBRIDGE,

ooy

All Major Brands in Stock Now! e

BURLINGAME, CA 94010 {714) 763-3033, (213) 860-2040 (619) 560-4800

999 Howard:-Ave., (415) 342-5757

Gsorge, Mgr. WBGDSV ATLANTA, GA WOODBRIDGE, VA STORE HOURS 10 AM-5:30 PM
5 miles south on 1M from SFO (404) 263-0700 1-800-444-4798 CLOSED SUNDAYS
R PHOENIX, AZ VAN NUYS, CA
Bugelzﬁjtgrﬁl;%vﬂg ¢ UOLAKLAtNDS,I 0?159%?52?757 {602} 242-3515 (818) 988-2212
Jim Rafferty N6RJ 2210 Livingstan St., (415) 534- SALEM, NH

VP-Naticnal Rich, Mgr. WAIWYB
15-860 at 23rd Ave.- Ramp

1.800-444.0047

Call any of our 800 numbers coast to coast from most paris of the country.

Sales Manager
MID-WEST/WEST SOUTHEAST MID-ATLANTIC NEW ENGLAND

CALL TOLL FHEE ANAHEIM, 9 to 5:30 PST ATLANTA, 9 10 5:30 EST WOODBRIDGE. % fo 5:30 ST SALEM. @ 10 5:30 EST
I CAUFORNI oL S weseest YU 4,500.854.6046 1-800-444.7927 1-800-444-4799 1.800-444-0047
Tall free intluding Hawaii. Phone Hrs: 7:00 am to 5:30 p.m. Pacific Time, Catifornia, Arizona and Georgla customears call or visi}‘. nearesl store. _
! {1 Callfornia, Arizona, Georgia and Virginia residents please adef sales tax. Prices, specifications, descriptions sulbject to change without nntine.

Page 11




SHORT SKIP

SONOMA COUNTY RADI® AMATEURS, INC.

MARCH 1990

[))( R
NEWS

DXCC DESK. 5 band DXCC is now endorsable

for 17 and 12 meters for those who already
have qualified for 5BDXCC on the basic 80,
40, 20, 15, and 10 meter bands. Send SASE
to HQ for the endorsement application form.

The following operations are now being
credited for DXCC: LUGELF/D2 Angola, and
XWBCW, XW8D, XW8KPL, and XWSKPV Laos.

MARSHALL ISLANDS. V73AS, aka KX6DC is
active on 3795 kHz from 0630 to 0800z on
Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday. He’11l accept
skeds for 160 meter QSOs when found on 75M.

ETHIOPTA. PA3CXC has a license in hand for
ET operation. John plans on activating this
one in early March just before his planned
ST# operation which will take place in mid
March. The ET Ticense is valid for 1 year.

SAN ANDREAS. Jim, N3JT, is now very active
as HK@/N3JT on 160-10 meters including RTTY.

BURMA. Rumors have been floating around the
band that the HA group that activated 3W and
XW8 are about to make the headlines once
more by activating this one.

Jacky, F2CW, hopes to go to South Sudan in
mid March and wishes for the call of 6UACW.

MADAGASKAR. 5R8JS has been active with the

Tist operation on 14256 kHMz between 0300 -and

0328z. QSL via F5IL.

MACAG. Steve, KUSC, will sign XX9SW from
March 2 through 5. Look for him during the
the ARRL DX Contest on SSB. He also plans
to operate from 9V and VS6 during early to
mid March, but the schedule is not firm.

CAMEROON. - TJ/AH6JQ and XYL TJ/N3CRH have
been very active on the bands. They spend
some time with the DX Net on 21355 kHz
around 2100z.

AVIS ISLAND. Martti OH2BH and some
Venezuelan operators will be going to Avis
for the last two weeks of March. Martti
will be active on RTTY. From Avis he will
be going to Jarvis and Conway reef.

SPRATLY. - Rumors are flying again about a
DXpedition to Spratly. RL8PYL, ATex, and
Japanese operators are planning for the Jast
half of March. Two helicopters plus
military escort are being requested for this
5 station/5 band/all mode operation. Keep
your fingers crossed.

BOUVET. ~The QSL process has begun with not
in Tog replies being handled first. Those
who made it into the log can expect cards
sometime -in April at the earliest.

EASTERN KIRIBATI. T32LB will be on RTTY

. from March 22 through 27.

ANGOLA. It is reported that D2ALA has been
on 20 meter RTTY at 14085 kHz around 1800z.

KERGUELEN and CROZET. This operation should
be active now on all bands and modes.
Callsigns are FT5XA, FT5XH, FT5XI and FT4WB.
QSL FT5XA via FD6IDT. QSL FT5XH via F2CHW.

WESTERN SAHARA.  S# activity is anticipated
for the first week in March with calls of
SPIEA, SP2EA, SPAEA and possibly SPILYNX.
QSL to the Lynx DX Club. = -

ALGERIA. EA9JV hopes to go to 7X for a one
week stint.

SOLOMON ISLANDS and VANUATU. This

‘DXpedition by DL5UF, DKICE and:DFSWA js-

going until March-4. Check 5 kHz up for CN
on 80 through 10 meters. For SSB try 3795,
7075, 14195, 21195 and 28495 kHz. -QSL DKIC

- via DJ9ZB and others via home calls. g

FSM. Listen during the SSB weekend of the
DX test for V63AA from the Federated States
of Micronesia. They were active on CHW.

Thanks to QBZCJL, the Western New York DX
Association and W1AW for this info. n
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It’s that time of the year again! 1If
there’s -a red "Dues are due" stamp next to
your mailing label, get out the checkbook.
Either pay the Treasurer at the next meeting
or mail it to POB 116, Santa Rosa, 95402. =

REVERSE TVI?

Two representatives from Post-Newsweek Cable
TV attended the Tast SCRA Board meeting.
General Manager John Gosch and technical
guru Charlie Fleshman wanted to be sure we
are aware that channel "E" (18) is coming to
Santa Rosa.

Channel "E" has a carrier frequency of
145.25 MHz. The channel extends from 144 to
150 MHz -- the worst potential interference
is close to the carrier frequency. Of
course, the cable system is supposedly
shielded, but connectors corrode, wires
break, and customers add their own
unauthorized "improvements", so leaks can
happen.. The leaks can be in either
direction -- QRM from the cable system to
our 2 meter rigs and TVI to the TV sets.

Post-Newsweek’s coverage area is roughly
bounded by Highway 12 on the South, Fulton
Road on the West, and River Road on the
North,. and extends East out to Kenwood.

They have been transmitting an unmodulated
carrier since :October, but the proof of the
pudding will be when the modulation is
turned on March 1. They suggested that, if
there is a problem; they could move the
carrier frequency a bit, but this would be
problematical since we have local repeaters
both above and below (145.19 and 145.35).

We ask that everyone send all interference
complaints through A1 Bloom NIAL (Phone # on
page 2). -This way, we-can get-an idea of
how serious the problem (if any) is. [ |

IS MY FACE RED!

Remember what I said last month about
filling out your QSL card carefully -- About
how you should be especially careful with
the time and date?

I recently got back my card I had sent to
3WBCW (Vietnam) marked "wrong date". 1
worked them in November. "Eleven™ is "IX"
in Roman numerals, right? n

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE

At the last meeting, Hank W6DTV moved to
amend Bylaw #3 to set the Repeater Fund:
upper, maintenance and lower Timits (now
$2000, $1600 and $1000) to $750. This will

be voted on at the March meeting. n

THOSE DISAPPEARING SPOTS

In case you didn’t know, right now we are
sitting on the peak of the I1l-year sunspot
cycle. - This means that working DX on the 10
meter band is about as good as it ever gets.

Don’t miss out! Those spots won’t last
forever! Get on the air and work some DX.
Come to the next club meeting and listen to
an expert tell you how. SCRA member Chod
Harris VP2ML is the editor of The DX
Bulletin, perhaps the premier DX newsletter
in the country. 1T expect his talk "10 Steps
to DXCC" will tell us all we need to know. m

\ HOLD 1T, JEEVES—
THERE MUST BE SOMETHING Y
ELSE WE HAVEMT TRIED

Ly
/
v F
¢ = -
»
=4
- | 0
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THE CHANGING ROLE
OF AMATEUR RADIO IN
EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS

By JOHN WALLACK W6TLK

I recently attended a seminar entitled
“Lessons Learned From the Quake of ‘89" for
hospital safety and plant operations people
involved with disaster preparedness. Each
speaker emphasized the increased need for |
rapid and reliable communications following
a major disaster such as an earthguake.

LESSONS OF OCTOBER 17

Amateur Radio was available to many hospi-
tals in the Bay Area during or shortly after
the October 17 quake. One major health care
provider had 2 meter transceivers already

in place at each of their hospitals. These
radios were installed as a result of the
Coalinga quake several years ago. They
Tearned a valuable lesson and put that
knowledge to work. Many other hospitals
have now learned the same Tesson. :

But it’s fairly easy to buy and install a
back-up emergency communications:radio.
What’s needed, of course, are properly-

licensed and trained Amateur Radio operators

who are willing and able to get to and
operate these radics under emergency
conditions. This may be a serious problem
when "The Big One" hits. :

The October quake was considered moderate
and was centered in a fairly remote area in
the Santa Cruz hills. 62 Tives were lost,
mostly under a collapsed freeway in Oakland.
Experts are now focusing on the Hayward
Fault in the East Bay for the next big
shaker. If the very same October earthquake
had been centered in the East Bay, they
estimate there would have been from 1500 to
3500 deaths and 75,000 injuries! And that
still would not have been "The Big One"!!!

A 1980 Federal Emergency Management Agency
study stated "the nation is essentially
unprepared for the catastrophic earthquake
that must be expected in California in the
next three decades... with disruption of
communications, social fabric and government

structure. The impacts of such an earth-
quake would surpass those of any natural
disaster thus far experienced by the
nation.”

THE AMATEUR CONNECTION

How does this affect us? Well, as the
sobering reality of a major quake filters
through hospital administrators’ minds,
they are realizing that rapid and reliable
emergency communications are not just a

~desire, but a very real need. We as

Amateurs, with our capability for both
local and out-of-state communications,
represent a readily-available resource
that hospitals can tap at low cost.

| Most (soon all) hospitals haQe inciuded ih

their Disaster Plans a section called
"Amateur Radio".  In that section, it is
stated that Amateur Radio communications
will be provided for them very soon after a
disaster. They have come to coensider this
as their right. Some hospitals have gone
so far as to recruit hams from their
surrounding neighborhoods if they haven’t
had support from local ham groups.

OUR CHALLENGE

Is this good? Well, we've been preaching
for many years how good we are and that we
want io operate in emergency situations.
Now people are not just listening, ‘but are
down right demanding that we be there when
the going gets tough. We must be well-
trained as emergency communicators ‘and
respond when needed. The general public is

| going to rely on us to be there when the

next big quake hits. We are receiving more
recognition for being dedicated, skilled
communicators in the face of disaster. It -
may soon be that the only thing "amateur"

about Amateur Radio will be our nam n

NGVAV assist operato a Middle School shelter in
§.F. last October. (KCSAAN photo. . Thx ARRL Field Forum)

_____________ Page. &
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SCRA MINUTES

February 7, 1990

The meeting was called to order by President
John Wallack W6TLK at 7:35PM. Other officers
present: Vice President Jim Pelmulder N6PTH,
Secretary AT Bloom N1AL, Treasurer Phillip
Gaul KC6BSI and Members-at-lLarge Chuck Sabin
N6DDK and John Breckenridge WB6FRZ.

The MINUTES were approved as printed in
Short Skip. m/s WeDTV/N6FYV

The TREASURER’S REPORT by Treasurer KC6BSI

was approved. m/s N6DDK/WASLLY

The REPEATER REPORT was given by W6TLK in
WBGPER's absence. The County recently
realigned the 73 repeater -- the audio is
better now. We’ve been getting interference
from a new paging system 1ink between Napa
and Novato. '

EDUCATION: John WBGFRZ notes that 3 of his
students passed their Novice exam last week.
This makes a total of 5 passed so far.
Another class (1 person left after dropouts)
has another 9 weeks to go. :

VEC EXAMS for Novice thru Extra are next
Sunday, according to Steve WASLLY.

A NET:  CONTROL STATiDN for 'the ¢lub net is
needed for next. month. S S

The HOMEBREW CONTEST is coming up in April.
Steve WABLLY discussed previous events.

A SPECIAL QPERATING EVENT is coming up: We
have been invited to set up a station and
display at the old Marconi wireless station
(now a state park) at the grand opening in
late May/early June. It will be a Saturday
and Sunday, date to be announced. We will
invite other area clubs to participate.

REPEATER FUND: Hank W6DTV pointed out that
with reduced autopatch privileges we may
lose a few members. Also the treasury is
Tow now because the "Swampfest” in September
didn’t raise much money. Hank moved to
amend Bylaw #3 to set the Repeater Fund

upper, maintenance and lower 1imits (now
$2000, $1600 and $1000) to $750. This means
we would not have to put % of all dues money
into the Repeater Fund. m/s W6DTV/NGMRY
N6PTM stated that last year, all repeater
expenses were for peripheral items that
totaled well under $750. The motion wil]

be voted on at the March meeting.

NEW SHORT SKIP CIRCULATION CHAIRMAN. Tracy
WB6TMY announced he is looking for someone
to take over the job of folding, stapling
and mailing Short Skip every month. Harvey
K6KZ graciously volunteered.

Al NIAL read a WIAW bulletin that over 240
NOTICES OF VIOLATION have been issued for

- out-of-band operation during the recent

Bouvet Island DXpedition.

We will shortly be sending in an order for
CLUB QSL CARDS, according to Al.

Ted KB6PTA wants to know why the club isn’t
"doing something" about the 20-foot height
1imit on ANTENNAS in Santa Rosa. The
comment was made that the Timit would
probably would not stand a court case in *
1ight of PRB-1. 1In one recent case, the
City issued a ham an abatement order, but
then backed down and did not enforce it.

The MEMBER LOTTERY was "lost" by Jack KJGEC.

_The PROGRAM was “"Surviving the Big One" an

earthquake preparedness video by KCET-TV.

The meeting adjourned at 9:46 PM.

“Respectfully submitted, Sec. AT Bloom NIAL.

| —_—
Columns invited |

S ‘hun‘t" Sk\‘p

Fhe-FPress-Demeoerai invites
columns on issues of concern
> in the i community.
¥~ Submissions should be made
a to Busipess—News Guest Col-
< umn, Fee—Press—Pemocrat:
? PO —Bex—h8tr—Ganta—ROwR,
Cotif— a5t ~OrTatithre—bus-
-RecE-editorBR6-5686.
SSRA B8 L6, SR IO
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HAM SERVICE DEPARTMENTS

Compiled by Pete Kemp, KZ1Z

AEA Customer Service 206 775-7373
Alinco Customer Service 213 618-8616

FAX 213 618-8758
Ameritron Service 419 531-3024

Azden (Am Customer Service 404 769-8706
Whole) Repair {2-4 pm only) 404 769-8706

FAX - (7 pm - 10 am) 404 769-7970

B &W Customer Service 215 788-5581
Butternut Srvc/parts/tech info 512 398-7117
Cushcraft Srvc/paris/tech info 603 627-7879

ETO Customer Service 719 260-1191
FAX 716 :260-0395
Hy-Gain Rotor Paris : 402 465-7021

Antenna/Tower/parts 402 465-7022
Technical Assistance 800 328-3771

ICOM Service . 206 454-7619
Parts 206 454-8155
FAX 206 454-1509
Literature requests 800 999-9877
JRC Customer Service 212 355-1180
Kenwood Service 213 639-7140
Parts 213 639-9000
FAX 213 609-2127
MFJ Service/parts 601 323-5859
Telrex Customer Service 201 775-7252
Ten-Tec Service/parts 615 453-7172
Yaesuy Service 213 404-4884
Parts 213 404-4847
FAX 213 404-1210
Tnx KJGFY PBBS [ ]

QBVIOUS THINGS SHOULD ALL BE CHECKED OuT

- FOR MONTH ENDING January 31, 1990

10 YEARS AGO

IN SHORT SKIP E

The Swap Shop column in March 1980 Short
Skip ran to a page and a haif. Some choice
items: an Eico scope for $100, W6DTV’'s 6M
FM rig with 807 final, and a model 28ASR
Teletype machine (trade for Novice station).

Upcoming events included the March of Dimes
Walkathon, led by Scotit WA7UVE and the
Sunday Breakfast featuring a slide show on
the Oscar satellites by Nick W60LO. An
Amateur Radio demo at K-Mart was scheduled
for March 9. Signups were being taken for
the booth at the Sonoma Co. Fair. |

TREASURER'S REPORT

ACCOUNT REVENUE =~ EXPENSE
Refreshments at meetings .. : 9.44
Dues and Initiations ...... 142.00
Badges ...........ocoi.ll 4.00
Misc we...s. (PO-Box -rental) - : 28.00
Short Skip Newsletter ..... 140.00
Membership Supplies........ 2.00 6.38
Officers’ Expenses ........ ' ; 14.76
148.00 198.58
ASSETS:
General Fund Account 812.85
Cash/checks on hand 66.26
Total General Fund 879.11
Total Repeater Fund 369.81 |
- de KC6BSI
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W. A. S. AWARDS

Fred Leoni KC6BJP is the
most recent member to earn
the Worked ATl States award.
Fred made all his contacts
on CW while a Novice.

Tnx Steve WABLLY [ |

WANT T0 BE A VIP 2

The VIP program needs some new members. If
you are interested in training in packet
radio or voice operating procedures and
think you might 1ike to help the California
Dept. of Forestry in its firefighting
efforts, come to the CDF-VIP meeting the
third Thursday of each month. A Technician
or higher Ticense is preferred.

We meet in the classroom building at CDF
Headquarters, 2210 West College Ave, Santa
Rosa, CA. For more information, contact
Marie Mappus KI6QY 664-1978.

Tnx Hank WGDTV [

Following article from CDF Communique:

Vital VIPs

LOVE THAT DOVE!

Packeteers, have you copied the

"Dove" satellite on 145.825 MHz?

Unlike the other Microsat satellites, this
one uses standard 1200-baud AX.25 packets.
The signal is very strong -- you can copy it
on a handheld. I just left my rig on
overnight, and sure enough, next morning I
had a screen full of data from space! [

THE KB6GOZ PBBS

To ail, The KB6GOZ BBS is back on 144.97 1in
the Petaluma/Santa Rosa Area. Feel free. to
use via NBAY. Hope that you all start
using, and we are curently running WOrli
Version 11.08. Have fun. 73 John KB6GOZ m

SHARC BYTES

The new President of the Southern Humboldt
Amateur Radio Ciub is Jack Foster... KBGLAG:
Any relation I wonder? Tnx RAIN : |

When the phone lines went down: The Sonoma VIP's

by Roy Pike, Region I Fire Prevention Program Manager

The Sonoma VIPs were acti-
vated at 8:15 p.m. on Tuesday, October
17; 1989, for the purpose of establishing
comumunications using amateur radio.
Normal CDF communications had been
disrupted when the 7.1 quake hit the
Bay Area.

An Emergency Communications
Center (ECC) was quickly set up at CDF
Region I Headquarters in Santa Rosa,
which is also the Office of Emergency
Services Region 1I Dispatch Center for
fire and rescue,

An Amateur Radio Net on
441.650 was established between Santa
Rosa and Morgan Hill and the flow of in-
formation from the affected areas began

to reach the ECC.

After the initial information
came in, additional radio nets were es-
tablished between the VIPs working at
Region T Headquarters and the Santa
Clara VIP Comm 1 Unit. This unit was
dispatched to Hollister. For the first 13
hours, this unit was the only communi-
cations link from the San Benito Unit.

VIP hams remained on duty
collecting and distributing vital infor-
mation regarding the losses to life and
property; routes of travel, and the res-
cue effort in the Hollister and Santa
Cruz areas.

Eventually more than 130 hours
were contributed by the VIPs in Region

I Headquarters alone, with a tnuch greater
amount beingcontributed in the various
ranger units. Without this vital commu-
nications link, much needed logistical
support could not have been provided to
the people in San Benito County and
elsewhere.

This Region I VIP unit from
Sonoma County wasmanaged by Battal-
ion ChiefDarrel Mead, from the Sonbma
Ranger Unit. The unit’s untiring, pro-
fessional, and technically advanced ef-
forts will be forever etched in the mem-
ory of those who benefited from their
work.
Stand proud VIPs - You continue to
exhibit exemplary skill.

TAX NM6ONVE
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