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Ramblings of an O.M.
Where has the Magic Gone?

4 Here I am at age sixty one and a
ham for forey six years. (For you
mathematicians out there, that's
seventy five percent of my life.) Anyway, here I am
sitting at a computer and using a word processor.
Forty six years ago I would have said, “What the heck
is a word processor?” Computers existed then but they

wouldn't fit in my room! This all got me to thinking.

Where has the magic gone?

When I started in this radio game I remember sitting
in my friend's downstairs room with the lights terned
down. We were watching tubes glow in a Johnson
Thunderbolt kilowatt amplifier. Voltage regularors
were the most colorful. Some with mercury glowed
blueish purple while others with neon put off a
beauriful orange. Today's voltage regularors don't
display any color. In fact, they don't “glow at all.
Magic gone.

I remember an earlier time when my dad took me to
visit a friend of his. The guy's name was Ernie and
during the day he was a pharmacist. Bur at night, he
transformed into a RADIO HAM. He was the first one
I really got to meet. There was an old guy down the
sereet from my house, but he was a recluse. He never
talked to me. His call was W6WD. But Ernie, now he
showed me his ham shack which took up half of his
garage. He had teletype machines and all kinds of
stuff. He told me it came from MARS but I knew he
was just joking. How little I knew. The only
teleprinter I had ever seen was displayed in the window
of a store in Chinatown. It printed out the news.
Much larer I learned it was a Model 15. Now there are
no more clanking machines that smell like 6il and spit
out thin yellow paper. Magic gone.

{contined on page 3)
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April Program

Strategies Using Propagation Predictions
for DXing and Contesting

Join us on Wednesday, April 6th at 7:00 PM for
“Strategies Using Propagation Predictions for DXing
and Contesting." to be presented by Dean Straw, N6BV.

As some may recall, Dean contributed many CW QSOs
to the 2004 SCRA Field Day efforc. Dean is a member
of the ARRL staff and is the Antenna Editor. He has
extensive operating experience as a contester and DXer
and is one of the primary operators at the N6RO contest
station. His ralk and presentation will demonserate
how to use the propagation predicrions on the CD-ROM
bundled with the 20th Edition of The ARRL Antenna
Book. He will also include a comparison of propagation
predictions versus results for the recent VU4 operation
to Andaman Island as well as provide a forecast for the
upcoming 2005 Field Day time window. Be sure to
mark this interesting and informative presentation on
your calendar.

VE Exams
April 2, 2005, $om to ncon, EXIT Renlty Associates, 7646 Bell Road, Windsqr, i

July 16, 2005, 9am to naon, ploce TBD
October 15, 2005, 9om ta naon, ploce TBD

Bring o photo 19 or two other forms of identification, the origina) and a copy of your
omateur license (if any) ond the originaf ond o photocapy of any (SCEs: Exom fee is $14.

For more infosmation, contact Brion Torr, NOIY, of n6iiy@arsl.net <maitto:néiiy@aort.net>

Red "Last Issue” Sticker?

Is there o Red Sticker next to your nems on the mailing lnbel?  so, then thet
means thot we have nat recieved your duss for the 2605-2006 fiscal year. This is
your lust issve of Shartskip! We will miss yout The durs are $24per yeor for
individuol members ond $36 per year for o Family membership. Students under 18
years of age are hoff piice...512. Please take a couple of minutes ond complete the
membership infoimation on the iner lust page and mail it and your dues. Better
stil, bring them with you to the April mieeting. If you hova been stickered in eror,
Mease contact Bl KHOGHV. Thamks!
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2005 Club Officers
President John Felton KESRl - 707 539-5831
Vice President Kevin Alt KoBSG 707 566-9001
Secretary Rich Freitas KE6SZA 707 578-9335
Trensurer Jim Lee KEGYGY 4158920317
Director Bruce Donecker  NoCT 707 823-7969
Director Bill Hillendaht ~ KHGGIV 707 544-4944
Pust President Brion Torr NEIY 707 575-5871

Activities Chairman

Public Service

Chairman : : '
Repeater Chuirman  Greg Gordon  ACGV) 707 523-7077

Short Skip & Web Staff __
Editor Vicki Cero KFGZCT  415279-3859
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SCRA Club Meetings

The club normally meets the first Wednesday of each
month. Exceptions are holidays or other big events.

Next meeting is April 6th at 7:00 PM at:

Luther Burbank Art & Garden Center
2050 Yulupa Avenue
Santa Rosa, CA

Hank's Swap Shop Jeff Busham  KK6JAB 707 542-3860

Web Master Jeff Basham KK6IAB 707 542-3860
Contacts

Antenna Ordinance/Legal Lee Dibble KEGEAQ 707 544-1675

Public Relotions Bill McCalt WeWbM 707 538-7844

Raftles

Refreshments Ted DeCroff KBOPTA 707 542-4008

Volurteer Exam Linisen

ARRE DXCC/WAS Mgr  Chuck Ternes ~ N60J 707 763-2578
SCRA Hotline 707 579-9608

SCRA E-Muil stro@senomacountyradioamateurs.com
SCRA Weh Site hitp://www.sonomacouniyradieamateurs.com
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Tuesday Night Net

Remember fo check in to the SCRA net each Tuesday evening on the
146.985-(PL 88.5) repeater at 7:00 PM. Announcements are
made of upcoming SCRA ond other ameieur radio activities in the area
and what is listed in Honk’s Swap Shop. You will olso hear the weekly
Amateur Rodio Newsline broadcost.

Al are welcome!

Please join us at our next meeting. Anyone interested
in Amaceur Radio may be eligible for membership. A
membership application is included in this newsletter.

For more information, contact any SCRA officer,
director or member.

Short Skip Advertising Rates

Business Cords

15t Quarter Colymn

Fach Additionsl Quarter Column
Full page (one side)
Pre-printed inserts (ench)

S12 per month
§13 per month
§4 per monih
$35 per month
$35 per month

Guarantecd circuldtion of 150 Eet manth!
For more informotion, Contact the Editer

Hungry before the meeting?

Join us for dinner! We meet at Coco’s restaurant,
1501 Farmers Lane (corner of Farmers & Hwy 12),
Santa Rosa. People start showing up at 5:30 PM.
No RSVP is required.

See you there every month except December.

Shart Skipis published monthly and copyright 2005 by the Seaomo County Redio Amatsurs, Inc.
Permission to reprint arficles is grapted provided the souiee i properly credited. Hems printed

do nat nstessnriry tepresent the views or the SCRA o is editurs. LeRers, photos and orficles sent
to Shart Skip.are subject to editing ond moy or may rot be prnted.

If you are not getting the ARRL San Francisco Section

news by e-mail and you are an ARRL member, be sure

to subscribe under your Members Only information or
go to these websites:

http://www.arrl.org/sections/?sect =SF
htip:/fwww.pdarrl.org/sfsec/
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Contest Corner
by
Kevin Alt K6BSG

Hello contesters. Time to break out the modulated
laser for the new 2 GHz and up contest at the end of
the month as well as another EME contest.
Otherwise several QSO parties which may be of
interest. Happy DX’ing.

26 Mor-3 hpr - Lighthouse Spring Lites QS0 Parly - ofl modes, 160-10 meters. See:
http:/ /orths.com /SL-2005-yuidelines him].

2-3 hor - Missouri QSO Party - CW/SSB, 160-10 mefers. See: www.qsl.net/wlme.

2-3 hr- Montana QS0 Party - Phone/CW /Digitol, 160 mefers-78 cm. For more
informafion e-mail k7ncr@arr net.

-3 Apr- QCWA Spring Q50 Porty - (W /Digitel/SSEB, 160-10 meters. See:
ww.gown.org/2005-gso-parly-rules.him,

-3 hpe- EARTIY Comlest - 80-10 metess. See:

: wwiw.Mycontesting.comy/rufes fearttyrules2005. pdf.

2 -3 hpi- SP DX Contest - (W/SSB, 160-10 meters. See:
wws_contest.spdxc.org.ph/en/indax. php.

2-3fipr- Kids Roundup - Phone, 80 metess 70 em, See: www kidds.org.

& -8 Apr- DX Yi to North American YL Contest - (W, T60-10 meters. See:
wrwylil.org. L

9 Apr-  EU Spring Sprints - 558, 80-20 meters. See: www.gsl.net,/eusprint.

9-10 Api - QRP ARCI Spring QSO Pardy - CW, 160-10 meters. See:
ttp:/ / 2hams.net/ARC /index him.

9-10 Apr - Japan International DX Contest (JIDX) - CW, 80-10 mefers. See:
ittp:/ fwwwjidegig foo e

SONOMA COUNTY RADIO AMATEURS, INC.

APRIL 2005

9-10 Apr - Georgin 050 Parly - (W/5SB, 80-10 meters. See:
bt/ / cap.confesting.com.
T6Apr- U Spring Sprints — (W, 80-20 meters. See: www.qs.net/eusprint.
16 Apr- TARA Skirmish--Digital Prefix Contest - 160-6 meters. See:
www n2ty.org/seusons/tare_dpx_rules.hirmd,
V6 hpr-  Holyland DX Contest - (W/SSB, 160-10 meters. See: www.iarc.org.
16 Apr- ES Open HF Championship - (W/SSB, 80 and 40 mefers. See:
werw.erov.ee/index_php?newlong=sng.
1617 Apr- DX YL to North Americon YL Contest - 160-10 mefers. See: www.yl.org.
1617 Apr - YU DX Comtest - (W /SSB, 160-10 mefers. See:
http:/ /solair.eungt. yu,/~yu1 ob /awards /rules.hitm.
1617 hor - Michigan Q56 Porly - (W /SSB, 80-10 mefers. See: www.migp.org.
1617 Aor - Ontario QS0 Party - (W /Phone, 160-10 mefoss. See:
www.odxo.on.co/ogehome himl.
1617 Apr - EU EME Contest - ony mode, 50 MHz, 1.3, 10, 24 64z and up. See:
woww. dubus.org.
1617 Apr - EA QRP Contest - €W, 80-10 meters. See: www.ecqrp.com.
2324 Api - Flarida QS0 Party - CW/SSB, 40-10 meters, See: www-floridagsoparty.org.
2324 Ape- Nebraska QSO Porty - CW/SSB/Digital, 160-2 meters. See:
ww.gslnet/hdxa.
7324 hps- Helvetica Contest - (W /SSB/Digital, 160-10 meters. See:
www usko.ch/html /en/index_e.htm.
2375 Apt - DX Colombin Internationa! Contest - Phona/CW, 160-10 meters. See:
www. dxcolombio.com /centest.him.
24-30 Apr - FISTS/EUCW CW QRS Contest - 160-10 meters. See:
www.ogow. de/eucw /euqrs.himl,
30 Apr-1 Moy- 2 Gtz and Up World Wide Club Contest — 2 GHz to Light. See:

wirw.ham- rodio.com /sbms /. 2

Please Print Clearly

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
Membership Application

I4

New | ] Renewal| ]

Name Call Sign License Class Date
Address H Phone W Phone
City/State Zip E-Mail

ARRL Member? Yes[ ] No[ ]

PDues & Fees: (SCRA dues year is 3/1/04 to 2/28/06)

Individual / Associate Member  $24 {$6.00/qtr)
Family Membership $36 ($9.00/qir)
Under 18 Membership $18 ($3.00/qgtr}
Badge $10

Badge Information
Call Sign

First Name

City

Payment Calculations: Moke checks payable to SCRA

Dues - Full Yeor $
Dues -

Prorated ___ Qis.x$___/gqir  $
Badge $
Other - $

$

Denation

Total $
Mail to: SCRA, P.O. Box 114, Santa Rosa, CA 95402
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SCRA Road Tr1p to IMAX

Bill H:llendahl KHG6GV

On Saturday, March 19th, SCRA members took off in
the rain and made a road trip to the IMAX theater in
Sacramento to see the latest films, Fighter Pilot and
~ Aliens of the Deep (3D). Along for the ride were John
- KM6XO and Marilyn KEGPZP Shappell, Kevin Alt
K6BSG, John WBGFRZ and Carrie Breckenridge,
Randy Black KE6VMYZ and Bill Hillendahl KH6G]JV.

It was planned that the group stop on the way for a
Starbucks run, but Bill, leading the pack, couldn't
remember the exit. Turns out that the caravan stopped
one exit shy of the correct exit and had to suffer with
inferior colfee and pastries.

The crew atrived at the IMAX with time to spare and
got tickets before the crowd swelled. Fighter Pilot put
you in the seat of the jet attack plane during a multi-
national simulated war exercise. At times you felt a
little dizzy during the maneuvers. The 3D Aliens of
the Deep made it feel like you were right there in the
submersible craft with the scientists. Both were great
movies!

After the show, the group headed off for lunch to the
California Pizza Kitchen where they were joined by the
Shappell's daughter, Christina KEGYMFE. A hearty
hinch was munched and off the parties went in
different directions. Kevin, Randy and Bill located the
nearest Fry's and spent a few hours wandering around
logking at all the toys.

Everyone had a great time. Stay tuned for future trips!

Photo - L 1o R: Marilyn Shoppell KEAPZP. Bill Hillendahl KHAGYY, Kevin Alf K6RSE,
John Breckensidge WBAFRZ, Carrie Breckenridge, Randy Black KE&VMZ
Christing Shoppell KESYMF ond John Shoppelt kMoX0:

SONOMA COUNTY RADIO AMATEURS, IHC.

Are you a budding author?
Write an article (long/short) for Short SkZp on a Ham

related subject or anything you think we would all enjoy.

E-mail the article to: cero.design@sbcglobal.net.
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The ms Yeendam...nomed
for the copital of Northern
Hoftand's pest colonies.

Trip to, Alaska'

Bill Hd[endahl KH6GV

Have you thought about making a cruise to Alaska?
I'm putting together a cruise for July 2005 on the
luxurious Holland America Line departing Vancouver,
British Columbia on July 17th for Anchorage, Alaska.
The seven day cruise will head north through
Ketchikan, Juneau, Skagway, Glacier Bay and on to
Seward/Anchorage. Pre and post cruise tours of
Vancouver, Victoria and Denali are also available,

Interested? Contact me for more details: 707 544-4944
or e-mail me at khogjv@arrl.net.
This is not an SCRA or ARRE Sponsored event.

CHARLES J. TARR
al oLrce

: WAGVAG . :
REFRESENTING CONSUMERS AHD SMALL BUSINESSES,
INJURED PEDPLE AND THOLE ACCUSED OF CRIME

411 RUSSELL AVENUE
SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA 95403
{707} S46-5858

PATRICK W. COYLE
ATTORNEY ATEAW
Novwth Coast Bank Ruilding
30 Sants Rosa Avenue, Sulte 526 (7673 527-1332
$anta Rosa, Califorsia 55404 Fox (707) 378-3947
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President’s Colummn (frompege 1)

But I digress. Back in my friend's downstairs toom we
stayed up until the wee hours listening to his Dad's
Hallicrafters SX101. We would try and imagine where
the signals were coming from. Our imaginations went
wild. It was the same as listening to the AM radio
before we fell victim to television. 1 was nine years old
before I even saw my first television. Our family didn't
get one foranocher two years. Color television wasn't
invented yert, or a least it did not exist beyond the
closed doors of a laboratory. This was a GOOD thing
because when listening to the “Lone Ranger” or “The
Whistler” and other great radio dramas, one was forced
to imagine the scene and what the characters 100ked
like. Magic gone.

I remember seeing my first phonograph. It didn't even
require power. You just wound it up with a crank and
around it went. The needle was attached to a fiber disk
in the tone arm. That's where the sound came out.
Later they got real fancy. They invented an unbreakable
record and it ran much slower than 78 RPM. In face it
played more than twice as long because they also
invented “microgrooves”. Now we have CD's and
ipods. It's all beyond me. The latest stuff does not
even move. Magic lost.

I remember seeing my first tape recorder. It had two
7 inch reels of tape.’ It was a wonder. Imagine,
recording sound on a plastic ribbon. They are pretty
much gone now too. Magic lost.

I managed the change from single channel sound
systems to stereo. No problem. But Dolby 5.1 and
phantom speakers and simulated 3D sound? That too,
is beyond me. Simplicity gone. Magic Gone.

My present rigs don't have to be tuned. You don't even
need metess to operate them without generating smoke.
Operating used to be a challenge which made it more-
fun. What has happened? Magic gone.

Now, when I really think about it, the magic is not
gone. It still exists, and to a greater extent than ever
before. We take too much for granted. Ask yourself,
how does electricity really work? What is the
relationship between magnetism and current flow. As
far as science has come, we understand the “what” but
we still don't know the “why”. How do they sead
pictures through the air? How do they put sound (and
data) on a piece of plastic tape. When you turn-on a
light switch and the room is illuminated, what chain of
events caused that to happen? How come we don't have
to “tune” our transmitters any more and how are
computers now smaller that a matchbox? How do we
send messages to thousands of people around the world
in a split second? What goes on in a satellite?

SOHOMA COUNTY RADID AMATEURS, INC.
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What about the Internet? I don't have the foggiest idea
how that works.

The magic is not gone, we just take things for granted.
Look around for yourself. You'll find it.

Well I think I'll sign off of my terminal, listen to some
CD's and pay the electric bill to keep it all running.
Then I'll turn in for the night. See y'all next month.

Remember the new meeting time is 7:00 PM.

John KESRI

Business Cords

Know anyone who would fike to see their business cord in our
newsletier? Great [and cheap) exposure. Only $12 o month!

CDS Enterprises CDS Wireless Inc. 2

| Highspeed nternet - Commercial Voice Mail - DISH TV §

PARTS PROFESSIONALS / WHOLESALE-RETAIL / NO REPAIRS

BASHAM'S ELECTRONIC SUPPLY

345 West College Ave., Santa Rosa, CA 95401

(707} 527-8000
(800) 675-7557
Fax (707) 527-1368

Mon.- Fri. 8:00-5:30 teve Bas
Salurday S00-12.00 Ste g’waham

Sunday Closed

Toll Free {Orders Only) 1-B00-4-HALTED  (1-800-442-5833)

World Wide Web:  hitp://www.halled .com %
E:

3500 Ryder St
Santo Claro, CA 95051 408-732-1573

4837 Amber Ln.
Sacromenlo, CA 95841

5681 Redwsod Dr.
Rohnert Park, CA 94928 707-585-7344

916-338-2545
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Radiograms 101
b

¥
Rich Freiras KFGSZ
Sonoma County ARES DEC

I recently held a workshop on
Formal Radiogram Traffic (thank
you if you were one of the
attendees) and it soon became apparent that most radio
amateurs have only a superficial knowledge of what chis
format rruly is. Once, ALL radio amareurs knew CW.
At that time, probably 90% also know how to handle
written message traffic. In one sense, it is a service that
we (now almost exclusively) can offer the general public
and our served agencies.

A RADIOGRAM is not a form; it is, rather, a format
... a universal format. An experienced operator does
not need a special form because the format is indelibly
inscribed in his or her brain! While you may end up
typing the message on 2 RADIOGRAM form, it is just
as casily written on a plain writing rablec when you are
receiving the traffic.

This format is-not unique to amateur radio. Contrary
to what many think, it is not an ARRL/NTS method of
handling message traffic. The RADIOGRAM format is
the direct descendant from the Western Union
relegram, worldwide cablegrams, commercial maritime
and aeronautical radiogtams, and is used by imilitary
and naval services around the world. It has outlasted
many federal administeations. It served well through
two world wars and, in the U.S., it has survived “Civil
Defense”, the "Office of Emergency Preparedness”, the
“Federal Disaster Assistance Administracion”, and will
probably outlast the “Federal Emergency Management
Agency”, the "Department of Homeland Security”, and
whatever else is nexe. Who knows ... it may even be
known someday as the INTERGALACTIC
SPACEGRAM!

The reason it has lasted so long is because no one has
been able to develop a simpler, more reliable, and
accurate method of handling message traffic when it
must be relayed through multiple stacions. Often
under adverse conditions and sometimes changing mode
along the way, RADIOGRAMS are like lead pencils —
as long as there is some intelligence on one end, they
always work! They may not always be the fastest
method but, when all else fails, the message will get
delivered. The RADIOGRAM format serves a specific
purpose. The format has the ability to expedite
message traffic through multiple stations without error
while providing a2 method of tracking a message
forward or backward.

Think of it like this. When you or I mail a letter, we

SONOMA COUNTY RADIO AMATEURS, INC.

APRIL 2005

format an envelope with our return address in the upper
left hand corner and a complete name and address of the
recipient in the lower right quadrant. This is not our
format, but it is an international standardized format.
Try reversing these two pieces of the format sometime
and see what happens! We then rake it to the post
office and designate a precedence (Express, Priority,
First Class, Book Rare, ete.). We can then send the
lecter via different modes such as certified or registered
mail. We can also request handling instructions such as
“delivery confirmarion” of “return receipt requested.”
These services are all done on U.S.P.S. forms...not ours!

‘The time to learn, practice and promote the purpose
and use of the RADIOGRAM format is ongoing and
long before an incident occurs. This all boils down to
education and good public relations. We must present
our case to public officials since they are not going to
come to us. Hams like to show off ali their fancy
hardware but they never seem to do much to promote or
demonstrate their training and/or ability to handle
message traffic. It is not a question of “us telling them
how to do their job.” I would never attempt to tell a
law enforcement officer or a fire fighter how to do their
job. Nor, would I want chem to tell me how to practice
my profession. As EmComm operators we are
specialized service providers and, as with most service
providers, the “customer” is required to fill out some
torm and/or comply with some basic guidelines. When
a private citizen or an agency official has a message they
want sent and delivered, we can do it best using our
hardware, methods and networks. The point is, in radio
eraffic, as in many other things, standardization is
essential. LEARN IT. PROMOTE IT. USE IT.

This month’s article was mainly taken from an article
writeen by Dave Thorne, K650], Editor of EmComm
Monthly.

The weekly ARES net for Sonoma Cézzrzty is conducted on
Mondays at 7:30 pm on 146.985 MHz, - offset,

88.5 PL. All ARES members and guests are invited to
check-in. Please join us.

HNNES DNRnn BeE
1 WMERE cl R s| el r
HEEE TRREE B BB .
B ERnE Bransin The SOlutIOI‘l
] R CYREE OFi
£33 32, El i
e Bl R Just remember...you
INREEREE \ . .
n " Il ] don't look-at_ this unti}
“£%o] R} 7l o el tjoloar el you have finished the
a1 51 ENE
3 B 8 P2EPE B B 1
uzzle!
SHEDRERErEE O EEE p
B E B B Nk OF
Fal LV Rl o] s cl ol v
BEd B BHEUE B B
3 BEERE AE BEnr
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Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
Membership Meeting, March 2, 2005 Minutes

t. Call to Order; Verification of Quorum — The meeting was called 1o
order by President John Felon, KESRI, at 7:34 pm ar the Lurher
Burbank Arts and Garden Center.

a. Incroduceions C
i) Officers & Directors — President, John, KESRI, welcomed che
new Board of Directors, all members, and guests.
ii) Program Introduction — General Membership ~ Mikes and Keys
i1} New Calls and Upgrades - None

2. Approval of Minures — It was moved and seconded by Bob, WDGDPE,
and Pat, KGGJSL, that the minutes as printed in Short Skip be
approved. The motion passed.

3. Officer and Director Reports
a. President — John, KE5RI, - Reported that Bill Waters, AC6MA,

passed away last Thursday in Washington State; a card had been
sent. Also, Lee O. Torr I, Brian’s, NGITY, father passed away recently.
b.Vice President — Kevin, K6BSG, - Upcoming contests were noted.
c. Secrerary - Rich, KF6SZA, - No report.
d.Treasurer — Jim, KEGVGYV, was ill; Bill, KH6G]V, was accepting
dues payments. '
e. Directors —
1) Bruee, NGCT, - No report.
i) Bill, KH6G]V, - A field trip to IMAX in Sacramento is in the
planning stages; a sign-up sheet was passed around.
f. Past President — Brian, N6ILY, - No report.

4. Commitcee Reports

2. ARES - Rich, KFGSZA, reported that written Radiogram traffic
practice will begin on the Monday evening ARES ner.

b.Mobile Comm Van — Rich, KF6SZA, reported thar arrangemencs
have been made to prep the Comm Van for paint on Saturday, March
12th, at 9:00 am, Adam, KD6POC, has volunteered to help with the
preparation work. Specific information will be sent via email.

¢. Activities — BoD — Tracy, WBOTMY, suggested a meeting on
Transatlantic Cable. A potential trip to the Marconi Museum was
also suggested, :

d. Newslerrer — Bill, KH6G]V, reported that his tenure for Short Skip -

is over. Vicki, KF6ZCT, will take over the duties of editor of Short
Skip. Bill was thanked for his past efforts in publishing the newsletter.
e. Public Service - Craig, KG6THE, No report.
f. VE Liaison - Brian, NGILY, reported thar 2 location for an April
exam 15 being investigared.
&. Repeater
i} John, KE3RI, reported that Castle Rock is now on 146.985
MHz as a backup unit; the duplexer needs tuning. Also, the Geysers
repeater is still out of commission,
i1} Net Control Volunteers: 3/22-Craig, KGETHE; 3/29-]John,
KGG6BHL 4/5-TBA; 4/12-TBA;, 4/19-Brian, N6IIY; 4/26-TBA
i11) SCRA vs NARC - John, KESRI, reported that the resolution is
moving forward.

5. Unfinished Business — John, KESRI, reviewed the action items from
the brainstorming sesston:

- Distribution of Short Skip via email - Finish the “Toaster”

- Technical/RFI Committee - BPL Project in coordination with ARRL

- Update Public Service roster and “equipment capabilicies list”™

- Change Membership Meeting time to 7:00 PM

- Spread out the workload for commiteee chairs - Generic business cards

6. New Business — John, KE3SRI, noted thac we are still looking for
committee chairs. John also neted thae the upcoming Field Day 15
expecred ro be “less contest, more family-oriented”. We have 2 possible
site at Qakmont on Hwy. 12 that we can nse at no charge.

7. Member Biography — Par, KGBJSL., gave a brief presentation on his
interest in radio and becoming a ham.

8. Passing of the Idol — Bill KHAGJV, passed the idol to Bab, WD6DPE,

9. John, KESRI, gave a quick review of answers to the quiz in Shore Skip.

10. Program — Various microphones and keys were shown by members
accompanied by a number of Interesting stories.

1% Announcements — The next Membership Meeting is April 6th. The
next BoD meeting is on March 9th at Round Table Pizza on
Occidental Road at 6:00 PM.

[2. Adjournment - Jt was moved and seconded by Brian, N6ITY, and Fred,
KQGOB, that the meeting be adjourned at 9:33 pm. Motion passed.

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
Board of Directors Meeting, March 2, 2005 Minutes

Board of Directors Present: John Felon, KESRE; Kevin Alt, K6BSG;
Jim Lee, KE6VGYV; Rich Freitas, KF68ZA; Bruce Donecker, N6CT;
Bill Hillendahl, KH6G]V; Brian Torr, N6IIY

Guests Present: None

1. Call to Order; Verification of Quorum — The meeting was called 1o
order by President John Felon, KESRI, at 6:05 pm. The meeting was
held at Brian Torr’s home at 1625 Gamay St., Sanca Rosa. A quorum
was present in that all seven voting board members were present.

2. Approval of Minutes — It was moved by Brian, N1, that che
minutes of the 02/09/2005 meeting as printed in Short Skip be
approved. The motion passed.

3. Officer and Director Reports
a. President — John, KESRI, - Nothing to repors.
b.Vice President ~ Kevin, K6BSG, - Nothing to report.
¢. Secretary — Rich, KF6SZA, - Nothing to report.

d. Treasurer — Jim, KEGVGY, reporied checking and savings bank
balances. Jim also stated that he will take over the duty of Short
Skip billing for advertisements.

e. Disectors -

1) Bruce, NGCT, - Nothing to report.
iy Bill, KH6G]V, - Nothing to report.

f. Past President — Brian, N6IIY, - Nothing to report.

4. Committee Reparrs
a. ARES = Rich, KF65ZA, - Nothing te report.

b, Mobile Comm Van — Rich, KFGSZA, reported that there is a2 work
party on Saturday, February 26th, at Knights’ Electric, 11410 Old
Redwood Hwy., Windsor, to prep the vebicle for painc.

¢. Activities — No report.

d. Newsletter — Rich, KF6SZA, will contace Vicki, KF6ZCT, to see if
she is ready to do che next newsletter. Bill, KHGGJY, is meeting
with Vicki en Fridey, 3/11, ro discuss the logistics. John, KESRI,
will coneact Jeff, our webmester, to post Bill Waters', AC6MA,
obituary on the website,

e. Public Service — The currenc schedule of events as listed in an email
from Ctaig, KG6THE, was reviewed. The Terrible Two event is the
same weekend as Field Day (again).

f. VE Liaison — Brian, N6IIY, reported chat he agreed to help Lakeport
ARC conduct a VE session on Sunday, March 131h.

g. Repeater —

i} John, KE5RI, reported there are no new equipment issues.
11} SCRA vs NARCC Update - Discussion re: no new information.
1i1) Net Control Operators — 4/5,; 4/12/ and 4/26 2ze still open.

5. Unfinished Business — i )

2. Discussion of poreatial programs for the year. April's topic is

“Propagation”. John, KE3RI, has-some contacts for some potential
Dxpedition programs. .

b. Field Day — We still need a site manages for this.year. John, KE5RI,
reporeed that he has received permission to hold this year's event in
the vacant field at Ozkmont Drive & Highway 12. An insurance
certificate naming the owner as an insured will be required.

c. Business Cards — Currently on hold.

d. Meeting Time Change - Bill, KH6G]V, motioned that we
temporarily move the next meeting.te 7:00 pm; the motion passed.

6. New Business —

a. Bill, KHGGJV; suggested the club inventory be done when Greg,
ACGV], returns o the area. Some inventory will be done when we
use the equipment on Field Day.

b. John, KESRI, suggested we define our needs co support rhe Santa
Rosa Cyeling Club in accordance with their donation. Discussion
resulted in a package consisting of 1) Kenwood TM D700A radio,
2) Two 25’ lengshs of Mini8 coax; and 3} Ascron 304 switching
power supply. John will contact Mark at HRO to see if they can
help us with a package deal.

7. Adjournment — It was moved by Jim, KEGVGY, that the meeting be
adjourned at 7:24 pm.

The motion passed.
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Show &Tell

from

Photographer Bill Hillendahl KH6G]V

“Biidn Torr N&11Y is going fo order pizza via CW,
By the looks of the key, it's going 1o be en
extra lorge!

John Breckentidge WBAFRT showing-a clussic key
from his colizction

(lose up of Jerry Foster WAGBXV's key
ond sounder unis

Some of Johs Felfon KESRI's cﬂlletﬁbn which includes

oit old touth fone key pad, o dossic Motorol mobile

: mike, 0 WWII heodset, and the first wireless micraphane :

Bob Olsten WDADPE shares his fond - o o
L Jesty Foster WASBXY sharing the histary of wired

memoris with on old key ielegraph keys ond sounders

-

Do you have a comera?

Everyone enjoys seging pictures. So if you teke o picture ¢f o mesting or ovt on the rood of ot o Hom even,
get o copy fo-me ord 'll try fo fit it in, Don’t forget 1o include a fitde description.

Give me your picture af the meefing of you can E-mail the photo fo: cero.design@sbeglobol et
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The Amateur Radio Crossword Puzzle

"You've Got Mail"

Y
H. Ward Silver NOAX

Can you imagine the days before email when we had to .

use a machine to strike a cloth soaked in waxy ink,
forcing it against a sheet of paper? Or worse, !aborlously
drag a writing instrument across the paper, character by
lonely character? Oh, the inhumanity? Life is different
these days, by far, with email connecting us
electronically. How much do you know about email?
Puzzle on, Garch!

{1olution on page 4}

March 15th Crossword puzzle from the ARRL Web site

59, You're shoufing in this cose

78, Unwonfed emeif

APRIL 2005

Down -

1. Device or program thaf peotects o computer
2. Chicken or mode

3. Perscn that approves content

4. Sponish prefix

6. Your identity ot o bank or dotg sarvice
14.Persan opplying o psogrom 7. Symbols shat represent dota or progroms
15. Open ond look of 8- Program that runs the computer (ebbr.)
17. Roger's companion 9. Removed

19, Next door to Laivia (prefix) 10. Nof wet

20. Angulor distance from the horizon (ebbr.) 12, Don't drink or else yoirll be cited for this {abbr)
21, Motk or chonge 14, Prefix menning sing\;e

23. Comedied 16. To-notch ar highly irained

26. Fior Mox 18. The nefwork ond compuier department (obbr.)
27. Smallest of the 48 {obbr.} 22. Cubica] rondom number generotor

28, Occupied 24 This caf was an eorly Web suer

9. And so on (chh) 25.The mast easterly US ARRL Division ( abbr)
31. Pt togather to send 28_ Bregk ((W prosign)

34. Go ehead only (CW prosign} 30, Saelling and coll sign testers

35. Between VT and ME {ublh) 32, Thot (CW obbr.)

37. Two components of RF 33. Batween o minute end 8 doy (ohbr)

38. Email replnced these 36. Longuage thot defines Web pages

40. Characters thot moke up the massoge 39, Measure of signal versus noise (ohbe.)
42. From (CW prosign) 41. Exomple {abr.)

43, Dt continent {chdr.) 44_ Destingtion

45, Net moster (ghbr) 48, Type of company {obbr)

47, Send on 48_ Nonpiokit compony emof suffix

51, Prevent or stop 49. Australion paet to ARRL (abbir.}

53. Where o receiver's goin stages fiz {ohbr) - 50; When Ji¥ come tumbling

54. Protoiype pragram for shaw 51, Rejection of ermuil

36. Closing identification 52. Thekeytogetout

55, Computer designess (obh.}

57. Not domg onyibing

58. Month of Sweepstakas (obby.)

80. Oscllotor tuned with inductor core (ubbe)
61. One of the Hudsan Division sections (obbr.)
67 Where you get on the Intemet

69. Type of emoil server (abbr)

71. Nombr {obbr.)

73. One of the ormed services (chbr.)

74. Conodion prefix

75. In chasge nf g secnon (ubbr)

Across

1. Hosfle angry ematl confent

5. Simplest text format

B, Unusuql

11. Trenster o progrem Jo memory fo rin
13. Send a copy also

62. Nonvelatile dota storoge {obbr.)

63. Skyhook (obbr)

64, Une of the Meritime provinces (abb)
#5. Scft, conductive matal {chemical symbal)
66, Type of malware

68 Reproduce

70. Used in the old days with ink

72 Store

76, Respond to

77 Metal that rusts (chemical symhul)

In Search of Guglielmo

article and photos by
Bob Tripit N1IKFV

It was a cold, stormy afterncon at Signal Hill in
Newfoundland. A man sat in the old military hospital
on a cliff 600 feet above the harbor, listening intently
to staric with an earphone. Outside, his assistants used
a kite to lift a wire 600 feet into the sky. Finally he
thought he heard 3 dots, the letter S in Morse code, burt
he wasn't sure if he only imagined it. He called to an
assistant to listen. Yes, the assistant heard it too. It was
December 12, 1901 at 12:30 PM, and Guglielmo
Marconi had received a signal sent from Cornwall in
England to St John's, Newfoundland.

¢ I have been interested in

i Marconi even before I started
i in ham radio. When I chanced
| on a new book about him

| (Signor Marconi’s Magic Box,
by Gavin Weightman), my
The Hueconi Stasion in Weﬂﬂeet (we incterest was aroused. Scon
Cod, MA overlosks the Atlanic Gcean. after I finished the book, a
friend offered us the use of his cottage in Orleans,
Massachusetts, not far from where Marconi’s first
station in the US was built in Wellfleet on Cape Cod. 1
decided to visit the station and see what was still there.
This is the story of what I learned about the station.

March 17th article and photos from the ARRL Web site

(to be continued next issue)




