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President’s Message
by
John Felton KESRI
SCRA President
SCRA versus NARCC~

The Final Chapter

Well it has been a long time coming,
but allow me a brief summary. [
came to the Santa Rosa area some
four years ago and I was looking for
an Amateur Radio Club. Somehow, I don't recall how, 1
came across this one, and after attending a few meetings
T paid my dues and joined the group. It wasn't long
before I found that all was not well. Apparently a big
battle had been brewing with the County of Sonoma and
subsequently, with NARCC. Things came to a head when
after being declined coordination, a lawsuir was filed
against NARCC. I will go no further than to say that
things got very ugly and contentious. In December of
2005 I ran for the Office of President of SCRA with the
intent of accomplishing four things. The first was to
establish an improved relationship with NARCC that
would lead to granting of coordination of our repeater.
The second was help affect positive changes in NARCC's
rules and procedures, The third was to drop the lawsuit
against NARCC and the fourth was to extend a friendly
hand to those parties who had become estranged from
SCRA.

At the end of the first year as President of your club I
had not yet accomplished these goals. I had managed to
make contact with key people within NARCC, I had
presented them, a few proposed changes to their Rules
and Procedures. I had also made personal contact with
the Clark Murphy, the President of Santa Clara Ama-
teur Radio Association (SCARA). SCARA was the opera-
tor of W6UU, the repeater in San Jose that used the same
frequency as SCRA. There wete reportedly incidents of
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SCRA interfering with SCARA. Until NARCC helped
us find a usable frequency pair, it seemed that we might
have to share the 146,985 Mhz frequency pair with them.
I felt that it was imperative that if no alternatives
werefound, that we should be on friendly terms with
SCARA. At the end of my first year in office it was
clear that the goals I had set were not going to be
met within my expected time frame. This is why I ran
for a second term as your President.

1 am now very pleased to atinounce that all four goals
have been met. We have established an excellent relation-
ship with NARCC and we have been granted Coordina-
tion on our new frequency, 147.315 Mhz. With the next
week we will be drawing up official papers that will
remove the objection filed against the coordination of
SCARA's coordination on 146.985 Mhz. In addition
we will withdraw our lawsuit against NARCC and receive
from them an agreement to change certain Rules and
Procedures, And lastly, I will have completed my efforts
at extending a friendly hand to those involved in the
original dispute. I am not offering apologies or explana-
tions, but I have publicly stated that it is time for us to
set aside our past disputes and to move on in 2 friendly
way. More than this [ cannot do.

I wish to publicly thank the officials at NARCC, especial-
ly Bob Lanning and George Burton for their friendship
and cooperation. I also wish to thank SCARA's Clark
Murphy for his time during our candid conversations.
And most importantly, I wish to thank all of you as mem-
bers of SCRA for your patience and support during
these difficult times. I am honored to have been elected
as your President and having been entrusted with such
great responsibility.

John Felton KE5RI,
President, SCRA
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Contest Corner
by Kevin Alt K6BSG

2006 Club Officers

President John Felfon KESRI 707 539-5831 Hello contesters. Well another Field Day has come and gone. We had 2
Vice President Kavin Al K6BSG 707 7531783 greathtu;ae undci th:l: t?:;s at {2)315{3710?: flan now to agendaltlhis fun
i event the last weekend 06 june, . rairly qmet month to oW some
;:;:i::! :Irﬂ::;:[r?s :i?ls‘fl A ;g; gggg;? recovery and vacation time. IF World championship 8-9 July and CQ
Director Fred Polkinghorn KQ60B WW VHF contest on 16 July are highlights.
: Happy DX ing!
Director Jeft Busham  KKGJAB 707 542-3860 .
Past President John Felton KESRI 707 539-5831 SCRA Club Meetmg § 1 luly - Canada Day Contast - N /Phone, 160-10, 6 and 2 meters. 8-9 buly - World Wide Majer Six Club Contest - CW/SSB, & maters.
lc';bgc Service Croig Goevert  KG6THE 707 545-4133 The club norma_ily meets t]:}e first Wednesd.ay of each See: www.foc.co,/Service /infocont.him, Soe: hitp://6mt.com,/contest.him.,
R a l:lm Chat 601 Gard P ——— month. Exceptions are holidays or other big events. 14 Iuly - Venazuelan Independence Day Contest - (W /SSB, 160-10 meters. 9 July - QRP ARCI Summer Homebrew Sprint - (W, 160-10 meters.
cpearer Lhalrmean re] burcon Next meeting is Wednesday, July 5th at 7:00 PM at: See: hitp: //radiocubvenszolono.org/concurso.him. See: www.qrporcl.org/comlest.him.
Short Skin & Web Staff 12 July- DL-DX-RTTY-Contast - RTTY/PSK, 80-10 meters. 16 July - Norih American RTTY 050 Party - 80-10 meters.
" _ k'p Luther B;&'?g%l; ﬁga&A?:;gzn Center See: www.dreg.de. See: www.ncjweb.com,
Editor Vickiero  KFZCT  415279-3859 Santa Rosa. CA 2 luly - DARC 10-Mater Digital “Corone® - RTTY /ANTOR/PACTOR /PSKS1,/Clover 16 July - CQ W VHF Contest - o modes, 6 and 2 metes
mk;‘ Swap Shop ﬁ’; ankum Kgﬁﬂg ;g; gz%gggg ’ See: www.darc.de,/referate /dx See: www,cqww-vhi.com
ab Moster eff Busham  KK& - \ T w5 - Wi . : - W o,
4-5 July - M1 QRP Jod 4tk CW Sprint - 160-6 meters, 16 July - CO Grent Colorada Geld Rush - CW, 20 meters only.
Contacts 7 Seeswww, gsLnet /migrpclib. Sag: www.coc.or/coniests.
Autenna Ordinance/Logal Les Dibbls KEGEAQ 707 544-1675 8 luly - ngTS Sﬁmg Sprint - CW, 80-10 meters. %90 iu!-SRSGB lslunds;ﬁ?;—lha-hr Contest - (¥ /SSB, 80-10 meters.
Public Relations Bill McCofl WEWDM 707 538-2844 08 WIW.ISES. 0. 8- WW.QIAICL. 0.
Refreshments 89 July - IARU HF World Championship - CW/Phone, 160-10 meters. 30 July - Fhight of the Bumblebess - (W, 40-10 meters.
Volnteer Exam Licison  Brion Torr NellY 707 5755871 See: hip://www.orrl. org/coniests//rules /2006 /ioru.himl. See: www.arsqep.com,/ars// pages/bumblebees /bb_rules.himl.
ARRLDYCC/WAS Mer  ChudiTornac MADI 707743253 é
SCRA Hotline 707 579-9608 , s°ﬂ°ma Coun'ly Radiﬂ Amﬂteurs, Inc.
SCRA E-Mail scro@sonomacountyradicamotenrs.com All are welcome! Membership Application
SCRA Web Site betp://www.sonomocountyradioamateurs.com . . — . Pl Print Clear! |
Please join us at our next meeting. Anyone interested ease Print Clearly New [ ] Renewal [ ]
in Amatenr Radio may be eligible for membership. A . .
Tuesduy Niglﬂ Net membership application is included in this newsletter. Name Call Sign . LicenseClass ______ Date
Remember fo check in fo the SCRA net each Teesday evening on fhe For more inforg;atibn, contact Eﬂ}’ SCRA officer, Address H Phone W Phone
143.9?5-(". 88.5) repeater hzt 7:00 PM. Announcaments ure irector or member.
made of upcoming SCRA and other amateur radio octivities in the aren : City/Stat 7i E-Mail
and what s listed in Honk's Swap Shop. You will alsc hear the weekly H hefore th e ty/State P Mai
Amateur Radio Newsline broodeust. ungry betore the meeting " | ARRL Member? Yes[ ] No[ ]
Join us for dinner! We meet at Coco’s restaurant,
. - 1501 Farmers Lane (corner of Farmers & Hwy 12),
jllort Skip Advertising Ru:es h Santa Rosa. P;;‘Jpéfs%?g showing ;P at 5:30§’M. D:esd& IF/e:.';: {SCRA due;:ear is $3/1 /((); fo 2/2;/05; Puymenlr Calculations: Mmake ch;cks payable fo SCRA
Business Cards 12 per mont o 1s required. Individua sociate Member  $24 ($6.00/qir Dues - Full Year
Ist Quarter Column $13 ;er month See you there every month except December. Family Membership $36 ($9.00 /gfr) Dues -
Each Additional Quarter Column $4  per month Under 18 Membership $18 ($3.00/qtr) Prorated __ Qis.x$__/qtr  §
Full page [one side) $35 per month
Pre-prinied inserts {each) $35 per month : . : Badge $10 Badge 3
_ . If you are not getting the ARRL San Francisco Section . Cther - $
For more information, Contact the Editer newsbby e;;ml g.nd you ate alilj ARRL menfzber, be sure Badge Information Donation $
ro subscribe under your Members Only information or .
Short Skip is published mosthfy oed copyright 2605 by the Sonome County Rodio Amatesrs, Inc g0 to these websites: Eu"f ]S\ign Total $
Parmission o raprini arffcles is granted provided the soures is properly credifed, http: 1 [sections/? R I,rs ame
tems printed de not nacessarily represant the viaws of the SCRA of iis editors. Letters, photes and tep:/fwww.artl.org/sections/?sect =3 Cﬂy Mail to: SCRA, P.O. Box 116, Sania Rose, CA 93402
wrifcles sent to Short Skip ara subjact 1o edifing aad may or may not be priated. http:/fwww.pdarel.org/sfsec/
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VE Exams
Upcoming ARRL VE test sessions in the ores
September 2, December 2, 2006  Marin Amateur Rudio Soclety
Time: 9 om  Walkdins oflowed
Costoct: Al Weismaon, WSALW - 510.237.1978 - alweismon@juno.com
Location: MARS Clubkiouse, 27 Shell Rood, M Valloy
For more information: hitp: //www.wosg.net/VE-TESTHTM

Yuly 1, 2006 - Sikicon YaBey VE Groupe

Time: 8 am  Wolkdns oflowed

Contact: Morrs E. Janes - 408.507.4698 - ADSZHE@ARRNET
Location: Hewlett Packard, 19333 Vallco Pkwy Bldg. #2

Test stort befween 8-10:30 am

Map H37 19.490W122 (0.568, Cuperting, CA 95014

This informotion is from the ARRL website, Always double chock dutes/fimes. For
additiona! information from the SCRA Yolunteer Exam Liaison,
rontact Briaa Torr, NG, 707.575.5871

SONOMA COURTY RADID AMATEURS, INC.

Toll Free {Orders Only) 1-800-4-HALTED  (1-800-442-5833)

World Wide Web: hitp://www.hialted.com %
3500 Ryder 51. Hiy
Santa Cléra, CA 95051 408-732-1573 y

9 b i

Sucrowunlo, C.A 95841

" 5681 Redwood Dr
Rohnert Pork, CA 94928

916:338-2545
707-585-7344

CDS Enterprises CDS Wireless Inc.
l Highspeed Internet — Commercial Voice Maif — DISHTV

Steven Carniglia

President

CHARLES J. TARR
ot Lo

WABVAG
AEPRESENTING CONSUMERE AND SMALL BUSINESSES,
INJURED PEOPLE AND THOSE ACCUSER OF CRIME

JULY 2006

Public Service Roundup

by Craig Gaevert
Pubhc Serwce Wrangler

A big thanks to all who volunteered for the Terrible Two.
It was a long, hot day and so was the radio traffic. For the
first time in several years, all stations were manned, and
all had a lot of traffic to pass. We did have a few issues
with net control ops and we will work on improving that
next year. Overall though everyone pitched in and did jobs
that needed to be done. Some folks (KI6GAJB, KG6ZDN)
moved to stations that aren't even identified as having
radio ops and kept things meving. Note too that this year
we had volunteers from outside the club. The Terrible Two
is a challenging event for riders and equally as challenging
for all volunteers and a big round of thanks to you from
Santa Rosa Cycling Club as well as SCRA.

Volunteers for the TT this year: KG6ZDN, KI6A]JB,
AAGYX, K6BSG, W6SQQ (Marin Amateur Radio
Society), K6ZLG (Oakland), N6ITY, KG6JSL, KEGEAQ,
KD60TC, KKGJAB, N3SU, KG6GFV, KC6WXK,
W6JRC, K6XLT. Thank you all.

Upcoming events; fortunately the month of July is nice
and qmet I can use the break

' August 5, 2006:

Marin Cyclists Double Century. Not one of ours but if you
want some more radio time and an opportunity to see how
Marin does it then this event is for you. They make great
use of APRS.

August 20, 2006:

Tour D'Organics. This is a new event in our calendar. We
will have several rest stops to staff and sag wagons to fill -
not & lot, not like the WCC. More details to follow in the
August Newsletter.

September 9-10, 2006:

Waves to Wine, This year they have changed the course
and we will face many challenges in supporting this event.
The ride will start in Napa, go up-valley and finish at
Piner HS. The second dey will move out to the coest and
then finishing in Petaluma. I will need a full complement
of folks for both days. Unfortunately I will not be here
(agein) and will need to turn over operations to someone
else for the weekend. I'd like to get ahead of this one and
if you're available please let me know as soon as possible.
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Again, Big Thanks to all Public Service volunteers.

73s
Craig Gaevert, Public Service Wrangler K6XTT
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Train, Train, Train

b
Rich Frcit};s KF68Z
Sonoma County ARES DEC
First of all, this is not an article
written in favor of mass public
transportation; it’s also not a cry
that the Chattanooga Choo Choo
is on its way through town (I think most of you caught
on to that onef), I'm sure you've all heard of the old
adage of the three most important selling points of real
estate: location, Location, LOCATION! Now it’s time
to discuss the most important reasons to train before an
emergerncy happens.

We train to become prepared because being prepared can
reduce fear, anxiety, and the losses that accompany disasters.
Communities, families, and individuals should know
what to do in the event of a fire and where to seek
shelter during a major storm ot flood. They should be
ready to evacuate their homes and take refuge in public
shelters and know how to care for their basic needs.
People also can mitigate the impact of disasters and
sometimes avoid the danger complecely. By training,
you are taking the necessary steps to be ready when an

My reasons for this article are not wholly unselfish.
Initially, our first priority is to take care of ourselves
and our family, If we are prepared enough to do that,
we can then begin to think about helping the rest of
out community; if we are not prepared enough we be-
come a liability instead of an asset. Since I am rasked
with supplying communications for our community in
times of need, I have a great desire to have assets rather
than liabilities at my disposal!

All of us, as part of our community, are part of a system
that is all abour protection — protecting people and prope-
rty from all types of hazards. Think of this system as a
pyramid with you forming the base of the structure. At
this level, you have a responsibility to protect yourself
and your family by knowing what to do before, during,
and after an event.

Before an event, you need to know the risks and danger
signs; you should develop plans for what to do, assem-
ble a disaster supplies kit, and volunteer to help others.
During an event, you need to put your plan into action,
help others, and follow the advice and guidance of your
training and those in charge. After an event, you need
to repair damaged property and take steps to prevent or
reduce future loss.

SONOMA COUNTY RADIO AMATEURS, INC.

JULY 2006

The second and third tiers of the pyramid are the local
community and the state. This level is made up of paid
employees and volunteers from the private and public
sectors (is the acronym “ARES” ringing a bell here for
any of you?). These individuals are engaged in prevent-
ing emergencies from happening and in being prepared
to respond if something does occur. Most emergencies
are handled at the locel level, which puts a tremeadous
responsibility on the community for taking care of its
citizens. If support and resources are needed beyond what
the local level can provide, the community can request
assistance from the state. The state also coordinates the
plans of the various jurisdictions so that activities do
not interfere or conflict with each other.

The system is built on shared responsibilities and active
participation at all levels of the process. The whole
system begins with you and your ability to follow good
emergency management practices — whether at home,
work, or other locations.

Of course, at the top of the pyramid is the federal govern-
ment. I'm not going to get into a discussion about how
the Feds can come to our aid when things get really bad
... instead, I'll just let you contemplate the aftermath
of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita and let you come to
your own conclusions!

So ... where is all this taking us? Sonoma County ARES
has had a npumber of training sessions, most of which
were centered on radio communication practices. We
are about to begin a new series of training meetings
that will also give you the tools you need to become
personally prepared. We will be discussing natural
hazards (floods, storms, earthquakes, fires, etc.), techno-
logical hazards (hazmat incidents and common chemical
emergencies), terrorism issues (yes, there is a threat of
national terrorism in Sonoma County), and ways to
recover from disaster, We will talk about the personal
supplies you need and how to keep food and water safe
as well as precantions against infectious diseases. And,
yes, we will also devote time to the development of &
local communications plan and communications issues.

I plan to begin training meetings next month (July}
and hold them at least every two months. They will be
on Monday evenings and they will be designed to last
no morte than 1? - 2 hours long. The plan is somewhat

- aggressive but we will never accomplish it unless we

start. I hope all ARES members and anyone interested
in personal preparedness will join me.

The ARES ns1 maets on Mendays at 7:30 p on the SCRA repeater on 146,985 MHz,
- offiet, 88.5PL, Membsrs and gussts are invited to check in amytime.
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Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
Board of Directors Meeting, June 14, 2006 Minutes

Board Members Present: Kevin Altr, K6BS(G; Brian Torr, N6IY; Rich
Freitas, KFGSZA. John, KE5RI; Pred Polkinghorn, KQGOB; and Jeff
Basham, KK6JAB were shsent.

Guests Present: Patti Wick, KG6GFR, and Darin Wick, KG6GFQ.

1. Call o Order; Vetification of Quorum — The meeting discussion was
opened by Vice President Kevin Alt, K6BSG, at 6:32 pm. The
meering was held ar Starbucks on Ho%per Avenue. A quorum was zot
present in that only three voting board members were preseat.

2. Approval of Minutes — It was moved by Brian, NGITY, that che
minutes of the 02/15/2006 meeting as printed in Short Skip be
apfgroved. The motion passed.

3. Officer and Director Reporrs
4, President — John, KESRI, - Absent, No report.

b. Vice President — Kevin, K6BSG, - No report.

¢. Secrerary — Rich, KF68ZA, - No report,

d. Treasurer — Brian, NGIIY, reported checking and savings bank
balances. .

e. Directors —
i) Fred, KQGOB, - Absent, No report.
i1) Jeff, KK6JAB, - Absent, No report.

4, Commirtee Reports

a, ARES — No Report.

b. Activities - No Report.

¢. Newsletrer — No Report.

d. Public Service - No Repore.
¢. VE Liaison — No Report.

f. Repeater - No Report.

5. Unfinished Business — The board members present discussed Field
Day and the items thar still seeded to be addressed for the event to
take place. Plans are still to run a 2A station.

6. New Business = Noge,

7. Adjournment — The discussion concladed at 8:00 pm.

9 T
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Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
Membership Meeting, June 8, 2006 Minutes

1. Call to Order; Verification of Quorum — The meeting was called to
order by Vice President Kevin Alt, K6BSG, at 7:09 pm at the Lucher
Bnrbani Arts and Garden Center. President John Felton, KESRI and
Director Fred Polkinghorn, KQ60B were ahsent; all other board
membets were in atiendance,

g. Introductions
i) Officers & Directors —Vice President, Kevin, K6BSG, introdeced
officers and directors.
i1): Visitors — None
iii) Program Introduction - Field Day Final Planning.

iv) New Calls and Upgrades — Bob, KG6ZDN, has upgraded to
Extra Class.

2. Approval of Minutes — It was moved by Bob, KG6ZDN, and seconded
by Michael, KC6UNA, to approve the minutes of the last membership
meeting as published in Short Skip. The motion passed,

3. Officer and Director Reporrs
a. Presideat — Joha, KB3RI, - Absent, No Report.

b. Vice President — Kevin, K6BSG, - No Report.

€. Secretary — Rich, KFGSZA, - No Report.

d. Treasurer — Brian, N6ITY, reported bank balances.

e. Directors ~
i) Fred, KQ60B, - Absent, No Report.

ii) Jeff, KKGJAB, reported that paperwork had been submitted 1o
update the club callsigns..

4. Committee Reports
4. ARHS — Rich, KF68ZA, - Reported on CERT {Community

Bmergenc R?;ponsc Team) training that he had recently attended
along witg Jeff, KKSJAB, Bifl, KH6G]JV, and Lee, KESBAQ.

b. Mobile Comm Van -~ There was general discussion if the need fora
mobile comm. vehicle exists.

¢. Activities — Open cominittee, fio teport.

d. Newsletter — It was mentioned that we aze still working on the
email version of Shott Skip.

e. Public Service —Craig, K6PXLT, re:iuested help for upcoming events:
6117 — Terrible Taro, 8/20 — Toue d'Crganics; /9 & 10 — Waves to.
Wine. Sign-up sheets were available,

f. VE Liaisan — Brian, NGITY, tepotted on the last VE session held on
May 20th st BBR; the next session is scheduled for August. Jeff,

6JAB, noted that there is a new link on the SCRA website
listing VE sessions within a 50-mile radins of Santa Rosa.

g. Repeaters
1) Operarions — All repeaters are working,
i1} Net Control Operators ~6/13: Craig, K6XLT; 6/20: Kevin,
K6BSG; 6/27: Bob, WDEDPE; 7/4: NO NET; 7/11; Craig, K6XLT;
7/18: Kevia, K6BSG; 7/25: Jeff, KKGJAB.

5. Unfinished Business

1) Update Club Roster —~ All dues renewals are considered in and
Rich, KF68ZA, will send a roster listing to Brian for publication.

6. New Business — None.

7. Biography — Noze.

8. Aonouncements — The next Membership Meeting is on July Sth at
7:00 pm &t Luther Burbank Arts & Garden Center. The next BoD
meeting is at 6:30 pm on June 14th at Starbucks on Hopper Avenue.
All members are welcome.

9. Adjournment ~ It was decided by acclamation to dispense with the
Field Day plansing until the BoD meeting next weeE. It was moved
and seconded by Jerry, K6LHC, and Jeff, KKGJAB, that the meering
be adjourned at 7:47 prm. The motion passed.

July Program
IRLP - Internet Radio Linking Project &

VoIP - Voice over Internet Protocol Discussion
Wondering what all this talk about IRLP and EchoLink is?

Know a little bit about VoIP technology, but want to

know how it relates to Ham Radio?

Jetf Basham, KK6JAB, SCRA Director, will explain

everything, and answer your questions at the July Meeting!




