SHORT SKiP

Generator Basics
by -
Rich Fteil:is KF65Z
Sonoma County ARES DEC
The weather will be changing
soon and people will begin to plan
for the recurring power outages
that happen each year. Each winter season hundreds of
generators are purchased and not all of those decisions
ate the right ones.

If you choose to buy a generator, make sure you get one
that is listed with the Underwriter’s laboratory (UL) or
Facrory Mutual (FM). Look at the labels on lighting,
appliances and equipment you plan to connect to the
generator to determine the amount of power that will
be needed to operate them. For lighting, the wattage of
the light bulb indicates the power needed; appliances
and equipment usually have labels indicating power re-
quirements. Choose a generator that produces more
power than will be drawn by the combination of the
equipment you plan to connect to the generator incind-
ing the initial surge when it is turned on. If your
generator does not produce adequate power for all you
needs, plan to stagger the operating rimes for various
pieces of equipment; this is called “shedding loads”. If
your equipment draws more power than the generator
can produce, you may blow a fuse on the genemtor ot
damage the connected equlpment

Follow the directions su’pphed with the generator. Under
no circumstances should portable generators be used
1ndoors or Insuie a garage Adequate vcnrilation is
the owner’s manual must be followed. Itis a good xdea
to install one or more Ca.rbon Monozude (CO) alarms
inside your home. If CO gas from a generator entets
your home and poses a health risk, the alarm will sound
to warn you. Many fires and deaths from carbon monoxide
poisoning have occutred from using a generator impro-
perly. A Northeastern ice storm in January and February
of 1997 shows that as many as 100 people were killed
and 5,000 people injured by misuse of a generator at
home. :

Be sure to let the generator cool down before refueling.
Store fuel for the generator in an approved safety can.

“Use the type of fuel recommended in the instructions or

on the label of the generator. Store fuel outdoors in a
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on the label of the generator. Store fuel outdoors in 2
locked shed ot other protected area. Do not store fuel in
a garage, basement or anywhere inside a home as vapors
can be released that may cause illness and are a poten-
tial fire or explosion hazard.

You should never hook up & generator directly to your
home’s wiring. The safest thing to do is connect the
equipment you want to power directly to the outlets on
the generator, There are several reasons why hooking
up a generator to your home’s electrical services is not a
wise idea. Home-use (non-industrial) generators do not
supply enough amperage to supply sufficient power for
today’s hormes that require power. for air conditioning;
lighting, appliances and electronic equipment, Unless
your home's power supply was installed with a disconnect
(or transfer switch) to the main power feeding lines,
power you put into your home from a generator could
“backfeed” into the main grid and cause problems for
the electrical utility company, your neighbors or your-
self. “Backfeeding” is supplying electrical power from a
power source at the residence into the incoming urility
lines. This occurs when the necessary equipment used
to isolate the generator from the incoming power lines
is not installed. 1 guarantee that this will make your
local power company extremely unhappy w1th you!

The National Electrical Code (NEC) does permit an
interface between the normal power source (generally
the electric utility) and an alternate power source (such
as a standby or portable generator) provided that the
proper transfer equipment that prevents “backfeeding”
is used. Simply connecting a cord from the generator to
a point on the permanent wiring system and “hackfeed-
ing” power is an unsafe method to supply a building
during @ utility outage. Impreper connection methods
not only endanger the building occupants, they pose a
serious hazard to electric utility workers as well.

There are a number of products available that will
provide either an automatic or manual transfer between
two power sources in 2 manner prescribed by the NEC.
When selecting a product for this function, it should be
one that has been evaluated for safe performance by an
organization such as Underwriter’s Laboratories. The
product must be installed according to the NEC and all
applicable state and local codes and the manufacturer’s

instructions. Contact a qualified electrician if you are
continued on page 5
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Sononié Coﬁnty Radio Amateurs, Inc.
Board of Directors Meeting, September 13, 2006 Minutes

Board Members Present: John Felton, KESRI; Kevin Alr, K6BSG; Brian
‘Tors, NGELY: Rich Preitas, KF6SZA, Fred Polkinghorn, KQGORB. Jeff
Basham, KK6JAB, was absent.

Guests Present: None,

1. Call to Order; Verification of Quorum — The meeting discussion was
opened by President John Pelton, KESRI, at 6:48 pm. The meeting
was held at John's home,

2. Approval of Migutes — It was moved by Kevin, K6BSG, that the
minutes of the 08/9/2006 meeting as printed in Short Skip be
approved. The motion passed.

3. Officer and Direceor Reposts
a. President — John, KESRI, - No report.

b. Vice President = Kevin, K6BSG, - No repott.
¢. Secretary — Rich, KP6SZA, - No repott.
d. ‘Treasucer — Brian, N6ITY, reported checking and savings bank
balances.
e. Ditectors -
1} Pred, KQG6OB, - No report.
ii} jeff, KK6JAB, - Absent, No reporr.

4, Committes Reports
a. ARES — Rich, KF68ZA, reported upcoming ARES training sessions
on October 9th (Natural Disasters and Disaster Recovery) and
November 20th (HAZMAT and Terrorism).

b. Activities — -
i) The next general meeting will include antenna constenction for
fox-huating. -Brian, N6IIY, will cootdinate the constenction activity.
1i} The club picnic will be held on Octobar 21st. The club will
provide hambutgers. Fred, KQGOB, will coordinate a potluck List
ar the sexr meering:

¢. Newsletter — No Report.

d. Public Service — Brian, N6IIY, reported on the Waves To Wine event.

e. VE Lizison — Brizn, NGIIY, reported on the last VE session.

f. Repeater — No Report.
i} All repeaters are working.
it} Net Control operators: 9/19: Craig, K6XLT, 9/26: Fred,
KQGOB; 10/3: Kevin, K6BSG; 10/10: Brian, N6IIY; 10/17: Craig,
K6XLT; 10/24: Fred, KQGOB; 10/31: Kevin, KGBSG

5. Unfinished Business :

2. Nominsating Committee — Kevin, K6BSG, will establish the
nominating committee at the October meeting.

b. The club equipment inventory still needs to be done.

¢. Email Shore Skip - Rich will bring a newsletter file disk to Fred to
see if we can come up with & better method of producing an email
version.

6. New Business — None.

7. Adjeurnmenr — It was motioned by Kevin, K6BSG, to adjourn the
meeting at 8:20 pm. The motion passed.

comtinsed from page 4

not thoroughly knowledgeable in safe electrical installa-
tion practices for this type of equipment.

The ARES net meets on Mondays at 7:30 pm on the SCRA
repeater on 147.315MHz, - offses, 88.5PL. Members and
guests are invited o check in anytime.
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Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
Membership Meeting, September 6, 2006 Minutes

1. Call to Order; Verification of Quorum — The meeting was called to

arder by Vice President Kevin Alt, K6BSG, at 7:28 pm at the Luther
Burbank Arts and Garden Center.
a. Intreductions

iy Officers & Directors — scif-mtmcluctmns were made.

if) Visicors — Wale, K6DZY, and Zach, KGGABA

iti) Progtam Introdoction — Fox Huat.

iv) New Calls and Upgrades ~ None,

2. Approval of Minuites — It wes moved by Dave, W6IBC, and seconded

by Bob, WDGDPE, to approve the minutes of the last membership
meeting as published in Shiort Skip. The motion passed.

3. Officer and Director Reports

a. President — John, KE3SRI, - Absem: No Repott,
b. Vice President — Kevin, K6BSG, - No Report.
c. Secretary ~ Rich, KFGSZA, --No Repott.
d. Treasurer — Brian, N6IIY, reported bank balances.
e. Directors —
i) Fred, KQ&0B, - Absent, No Report.
if) Jeff, KKGJAB, - No Report.

4. Commiztee Reports

a. ARES ~ Rich, KF6SZA, - Reported on upcoming teaining sessions:
1049 — Natural Disasters Part 2; 11/20 — HAZMAT & Terrorism.
b. Newsletter - No Repors.
c. Public Service — Bill, KHOG]V, solicited volunteers for Waves to
Wine on 9/9-9/10 and gave an overview of the event.
d. VE Liaison ~ Brian, N6ITY, reported on the lase session that was
held on 8/26 ar BBR. ‘The next VE session will be in approximately
months.
e. Repearers

i} Operations — All repeaters are wotking.

i1) Net Control Operators ~ 9/12: Dave, WAIBC; 9/19: Craig,
K6XLT, 9/26: Fred, KQGOB; 10/3: Kevin, K6BSG; 10/16: Brian,

. NILY. 10/17: OPEN; 10/24: OPEN; 10/31: Kevin, K6BSG. -
5. Unfinished Business '

2. Updare Club Roster — The oster was included in this monch’s Short
Skip. )
b. Mobile Comm Van — No report.
6. New Business
2. John, KGSBHI, mentioned the Marconi center at Tomales Bay and
the possibility of having a club trip.
b. Michael, KC6UNA, requested help installing 2 DSP unit.
c. Tracy, WBGTMY, tequested help with his antenna.
7. Biography — Michael, KC6UNA, relayed his interest and entry in
amateur radio,
8. Show & Tell — Dave, WEIBC, showed his Yeasu 817 and ralked sbuut
its capabilities.
9. Adjournment -t was moved and seconded by Michael, KC6UNA, and
Jerry, K6LHC, that the meeting be sdjourned at 5:03 pm.
The motion pessed.
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SHORT SKIP
continued from page 1

top-band enthusiast who was only 15 at the time we
began to write. He was interested in electronics, and went
or to electronics school after finishing his normal
schooling.

I wrote my first letter to him in January 1970, and
received a reply a few months later. As I recall, Martin's
English was not as polished as he would like, sohis father
helped him with the composition of the letters.

W5LEW and
Rartin, OK1MCW
meet after

35 yeors.

The Iron Curtain 7
I'Hl never forget one of his letters from Yugoslavia when
he and his family were on vacation. Since his home
country was occupied by what was then the Soviet Union,
every letter coming from the West was openred and
examined. But in Yugoslavia, the mail was not censored.
Apparently, conditions were so bad in Czechoslovakia - -
back in the mid '70s that Martin wrote, "If someone does
not do something soon, we will all be eating grass." His
letter really gripped me, almosc like reading a spy novel
and hearing some secret information. Seme people he
koew were considering immigrating to another country,
but apparently Martin's father did not want to leave.

Martin, later married and sent me pictures of the wedding

and his new bride. Later, we swapped pictures of our
childten, and I remember sending him a picture of me
with my prized Vega long-neck 5 string banjo. You should
have seen my long sideburns!

We often talked about working each other on the aif, but
somehow things just never worked out. We continued our
correspondence, although in the '80s and '90s it slowed
down to an occasional Christmas card or postcard every
few years. o

Mississippi Calling!

A few yeats ago, I decided to send Martin a coffee mug
with a Mississippi logo on the side for a Christmas gift.
That resulred in Martin's looking up my old ham call on
the internet, WASYOD, and locating my e-mail address
and new vanity call, WSLEW.

Imagine my surprise three yeats ago when [ received a
great e-mail from Martin. We wete back in touch! And
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my "international situation" had changed: my oldest
daughter had married a fine young man from Germany
whom she had met when she was there as an exchange
student, and they were living in Germany. So now, 1 had a
European "base of operations."

Martin and I begin to dream in our e-mails about meeting
in the European Union one day. Finally, in the fall of
2005, I wrote Martin that my wife and I were traveling to
Germany to check out our new granddeughter and to
spend Christmas with Laurel and Burkhard, my daughter
and son-in-law, and his family, I wondeted if it would be
pussible for us to "hook up" while we were on the

continent.
to be continwed in the November issue

Toll Free {Orders Only) 1-800-4-HALTED  (1-800-442-50731
World Wide Web:  hitp://www.halied.com i
3500 Ryder 5,

Sanka Clarg, CA 95051 408-732-1573
AB37 Amber .

Sacramento, CA 95641 916-338-2545
5681 Redwood Dr.

Rohnart Pack, CA 94928 707-585-7344

CDS Enterprises CDS Wireless Inc. |}
.,'_Highépeed Intarriet — Commercial Voice Mail - DISH TV :

Steven Carniglia

President
725 Farmers Leane #17 §
Santa Rosa, CA 85405

707 673.3500 B8G5B3.7348

Fax: 707 573.3516
steve@edsi.net §

. ols 1.net

CHARLES J. TARR
af L

REPRESENTING CONSUMERS AND SMALL BUSINESSES.
INJURED REOPLE AND THOSE ACCUSED OF CRIME

411 RUSSELL AVENUE
SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA S5403
707 s46-2888
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SCRA Club Meetings

The club normally meets the first Wednesday of each

~month. Bxceptions are holidays ot other big events.
Next meeting is Wednesday, October 4th at 7:00 PM at:

Luther Burbank Art & Garden Center
2050 Yulupz Aveaue
Santa Rosa, CA

Refrashments Fred Polkinghorn. KQ608
Volunteer Exam Livisor  Brion Torr NollY 707 575-5871
ARRL DXCC/WAS Mgr  ChuckTernes ~ H6O) 707 763-2528

2006 Club Officers
President - John Felton KESRI 707 539-5831
Vice President - Kevin Alt KoBSG 707 753-1783
Secretory Rich Freitos KE6SZA 707 578-9335
Treasurer Brion Torr NeiY 707 5755811
Director Fred Polkinghorn KQ&0B
Director Jeff Bosham  KK6JAB 707 542-3860
Past President John Felton KESRI 707 539-5831
Pablc Service Coigboevert  KENIT 707 5454133
Repeater Choirman  John Felion KE5RI 707 539-5831
Short Skip & Web Staff
Editr Vii oo KFICT  415.209-3859 |
Hank's Swap Skop  Jeff Basham  KKGJAB 707 542-3840
Web Master Joff Bosham  KKGJAB 707 542-3860
Contacts ,
Anieana Ordinance/Legal Lee Dibble KEGEAQ 707 544-1675
Public Relations BiHl MeCall VEWDM 707 538-2844

SCRA Hotline 107 579-9608 _
SCRA E-Mail  stro@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
SCRA Web Site http://www.senomacountyrodioamateurs.com
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Tuesday Night Net

Remeneber fo check in to the SCRA net each Toesday evening on the
147.315+(PL 88.5) repeater ot 7:00 PM. Announcements are
made of upcoming SCRA end other amateur radio acfivities in the area
and what is listed in Hank's Swap Shop. You will also hear the weekly
Amateur Radio Newsfine broadeost.

Short Skip Advertising Rates

Business Cards $12 per month
1st Quarter Column $13 per month
Fach Additional Quarter Column $4 per month
Full page (ona side) $35 per month

Pro-printed taserls (each) $35 per month
For mare informaticn, Contact the Editor

Skort Skip Is published monthly and copyright 2006 by the Senoma County Redio Amataurs, ine,
Permissien to saprint aeticles js gronted provided the source & praperly creditad,
ltems printed do nol mecessarily rapresent the views of the SCRA o is edBors. Lefters, photos and
articles sent fo Short Skip are subject be edifing and muy or may not be pristed.

All are welcome!

Please join us at our next meeting. Anyone interested
in Amateur Radio may be eligible for membership. A
membership application is included in this newsletter.

For more information, contact any SCRA officer,
director or member.

Hungry before the meeting?

Join us for dinner! We meét at Coco’s restaurant,
1501 Farmers Lane (corner of Farmers & Hwy 12),
Santa Rosa. People start showing up at 5:30 PM,
No RSVP is required.

See you there every month except December.

If you are not getting the ARRL San Francisco Section
news by e-mail and you are an ARRL member, be sure
to subscribe under your Members Only information or
. go to these websites:
heep:/fwww.arrl.org/sections/?sect=SF

hetp:/fwww.pdarrl.org/sfsec/
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Contest Corner
by Kevin ‘Alt K6BSG
Hello contesters. Anyone up for a “DX-pedition” to a remote
CA councy for the CA QSO party next weekend? Don’t miss
the major CQ WW Phone contest last weekend of the month.
Happy DX'ing!

30 Sep, ! Oct - TOEC W Grid Contest - (W, 160-10 maters.
Sea: www.sk3bg.se/contast/foacwwgt.bim.
30 Sep, 1 Oct- Coust to Coust Contest - €W, 80-10 moters.
See: www.tompchka.com k75 /fw_cZ¢06.hirl,
30 Sep, 2 0ck - Arkansas QS0 Party - CW/S58,/PSK31, 80-2 metars. See: www.arkan.us.
10ci - RSGB 21/28 MHz Contest - SSB/CW, 15 und 10 metars.
See: www.rsghhfce.org.
12 0ct - Clnssic Exchange - (W, 160-2 meters. Ses: htip://qsl.aski.com/CX,
35 0ct - YLRL Annivarsary Party - (W, 160-10 misters. See: www.ykl.oig.
70 - EU Autumn Sprint - 558, 80-20 mefers. See: www.susprint.com.
70ct - PSK Rumble (The Fall Classic) - 160-6 matars.
See: www.nZiy.org/se0sons/tara_rumble_rules.himl,
78 0ct - Calitornin QSO Party - CW/SSB, 160-2 maters. See: www.cqp.or).
78 0ct - Oeeania DX Contest — SSB, 160-10 meters,
Sea: www.ocenniodyconfest.com.
100ct - 10-10 Day Sprint - Phone/CW /Digita], 10 metars. Sea: wuw.tea-fen.org.
10-12 Oct - YLRL Anwiversary Parly - S8, 160-10 moters. See; www.yld.oig.
13:23 Oct- ALE (Automafic Link Establishmient) On The Air Week — 160-2 meters.
Sea: hitp:/ /hilink.com.
14 0ct - EJ Autumn Sprint - (W, 80-20 mefers. See: www.susprini. com.
14 0ct - Bill Windle QS0 Party - (W, 160-2 mters. See: wwwfirsiclssow.org.uk.
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14 0ct - FISTS Falf Sprint - OW, 80-10 meters.
See: www.fists.oi.
14-15 Oct- ARRL Interrational EME Contest - 50-1296 MAz.
See: hitip: / fwrwrw.on org /contests/rules,/2006,/eme.himl.
14-15 Oct- Penmsylvania Q50 Party - (W, Phione, PSK3T, RTY, 16010 maters.
Soe; www.niffony-arc.net /pogso.himl,
14-15 Qct- Beemnia DX Contest - (W, 160-10 metess.
See: www.aceanindxcortest com,
150ct - Korth American RTTY Sprint - B0-20 mefers. See: www.ncjwab.om,
150ck - Asio-Pocific Sprint - CW, 20-15 meters.
-Sea: fittp:/ /istc.org/apsprint.
16 0ct - BS6B 71/28 MHz Contest - (W, 15 oad 10 mefers.
Soe: www.rsghhfec.oig.
210ct - Deloware Valley VHF FM Simplex Contest-144, 220, 440 simplox frequancios.
See: fitip:/ /hercnetorg.
21-22 0ct- USI W/VE Islands QSO Party - CW /Digital /SSB, 1606 metars.
Sea: fitip: / /members.cox.net/usi1 fconfest_rules.bmi.
21-22 Oct- QRP ARCI Foll QSO Party - (W, 160-10 mefars. Ses: www.qiparci.on.
21-22 0¢t- Worked All Garmany - (W/SSB, 80-10 mefess.
See: www.dore.de/rafertte /dx /Tedeg hitm,
21-22 Oct- JARTS WW RTTY Contest - 80-10 meters. See: www.edsaftz.com/IARTS.
22:23 Oct- Ninois Q50 Party - CW /Phone, 140-2 maters.
See: www.w9owe.oig/ILOF2004.himl.
26:29 0ct- €0 World Wide DX Contest - 5B, 160-10 meters.
Ses: www.cqww.com.
26-29 Oct- 10-10 International (W/Digitat Contest — 10 meters.

Sa; www.fer-tan.org. g

Please Print Clearly -
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Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
Membership Application

New | ] Renewal[ ]

ARRL Member? Yes[ ] No{ ]

Name S = '. 7' : Call Sign LicenseClass __ Date
Address | _ 7 al H Phone W Phone
City/State Zip E-Mail

Dues & Fees:  (SCRA dues year is 3/1/05 to 2/28/06)
Individual / Associate Member  $24 {$6.00/qtr)
Family Membership $36 ($9.00/qr)
Under 18 Membership $18 ($3.00/qgtr)
Badge $10

Badge Information

Call Sign
First Name

City.

Payment Calculations: Maks checks payable to SCRA

Dues - Full Year $
Dues -

Prorated ___Qis.x$__/gqir $
Badge $
Other - $
Donation $

Total $
Muail o2 SCRA, P.O. Box 114, Santa Rosa, CA 95402
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Pres1dent s Message

by .
John Felton KESRI
SCRA President

WE When I was a kid my uncle

- Sandy used to play a five string
guitar. One of his favorite
ongs was “THE FOX”, origin-
¢ ally sung by Peter, Paul and
Mary. I have taken some liberty in modifying the
lyrics to fit our upcoming event.

The ham drove ous to chilly place,
he burried along to keep up the pace,
Jor be'd many & mile to go that day,
before be hid the Fox, 0b,
the Fox, Ob, the Fox, 05,

yes, he'd many a mile to go that day
before for he hid the Fox.

The Ham: Name and Call is highly classified.
(No, even if leaked, it won't be published by the
New York Times)

The Fox: Hidden transmitter (2 meters)
When: Saturday, October ,,PZ" t at Howarth Park

Time: Fox Hunt begins at 10AM Family fun
and Picnic Lunch to follow.

Food: BBQ Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Fox
Burgers, potluck (sign-ups at the next meeting).

In preparation for this event, we will be building
“cheap” DF yagi antennas at the October

membership meeting. Please refer to Brian Tort's
recent e-mail regarding construction details. Also

P.0. Box 116, Santa Rosa, CA ?54[}2-0115 707-579-9608

hitp://www.sonomacountyredicamatsurs.com

CLUB. STATION 7 REPEATER STATION
W6LF) Reponters: 147.315+ 224.48- 441375+ ~ WGSON
OCTOBER 2006

at the October meeting we will kick off the
campaign for election of officers for the Year
2007. The election itself is conducted at the
November Membership meeting. As your
President two yeass running, I will only be
serving on the Boards as Past President. Please
be thinking of who you would like to serve the
Club during the coming year.

John, KESRI

October Meeting Program
Fox Hunt Antenna Construction Party  October 4, 2006

In preparation for the Foxhunt af the club picnic, the program for our mesting
on October 4, wilk be building fox hunt antennas. The antennas are mode from
PVC pipe and steel measuring fape. For o preview of the design, visit the
following wehsiie: :
http://home.ait.net/~jleggio/projects/rdf/tape_bm.htm

SCRA will provide materials for several antennas. I you would like to bring
some of the materiaks, that would be greut foo.

Hope io séa you ol fherel

13, Brian Torr, KelIY

Hams Meet After 35 Years

by Lew King, WSLEW w5lew@arrl.net
August 30, 2006 Courtesy, ARRL Website

It's always fun to put a face to the voice and the call sign.
But what if that "voice" lives several thousand miles away?

It all started in 1970. A lady in my church had a nephew
in Czechoslovakia looking for someone to write to in the
United States; he was also a ham radio operator. I was a
new ham myself after being a shortwave listener (SWL)
for many years. I had a pen-pal in the Netherlands when I
was & young child, so I jumped at the oppottunlty to have
a new pen-pal who was also a ham.

Her nephew's name was Martin Kumpost, OK1MCW, a
continued on page 3




