Sonoma County Amateur Radio Nets
Why participate in a net?

1. It’s good practice.  You’ll get to see if your radio is working and you know how to set all the parameters to get it to work right.

2. You’ll probably learn something.  Whether it’s “Amateur Radio Newsline,” info about the local club’s activities, an ARES training, or general chit-chat, you’ll likely pick up something new.

3. It’s a great way to meet folks.

4. It’s fun!

OK, where are out nets?

Monday 7 PM – ACS (Auxiliary Communications Service) 
146.73 MHz, + (600 KHz) offset, 88.5 Hz tone

 This is the group tied to the County to provide back-up communications for government agencies such as the County, Fire Departments, etc. along with hospitals, the Red Cross, the Blood Bank, etc.  

The first net is the command net in which each area net control manager communicates with the county net control manager.  Generally, individual hams do not communicate on this net, but you’re certainly welcome to listen in.

More info on the Sonoma County ACS is at http://sonoma-county-acs.org/ .

Monday around 7:15 PM – ACS Local Area Nets.  
Central County (Santa Rosa area) 145.35 MHz, - offset, 88.5 Hz tone

These are the nets where individuals communicate with their local net control stations (NCS).  The net control will call a role call of official members.  Then, he’ll ask for guest check-ins.  Key your mike and identify your call sign and first name.  You might be asked for your location (city).

Other nets are at 

Coast: 147.825 MHz, - offset, 103.5 Hz tone
North County (Windsor, Healdsburg, Cloverdale) 146.730 MHz, - offset, no tone needed
Russian River: 145.190 MHz, - offset, no tone needed
Sonoma Valley: 146.205 MHz, + offset, no tone needed 
South County (Petaluma Valley, RP/Cotati) 146.910 MHz, - offset, no tone needed
(There’s more info and linked repeater info at the ACS website.)
Monday 7:30 PM – ARES.  
147.315 MHz, - offset, 88.5 Hz tone

This is the Amateur Radio Emergency Services Net that’s tied to the ARRL (Amateur Radio Relay League), the national ham association.  This group provides services in Sonoma County to groups such as the Santa Rosa Fire Department. The net control will call a role call of official members.  Then, he’ll ask for guest check-ins.  Key your mike and identify your call sign and first name.  You might be asked for your location (city).

Tuesday 7 PM – SCRA (Sonoma County Radio Amateurs) 
147.315 MHz, - offset, 88.5 Hz tone

This is the local club’s net.   This has a “jump in” check-in format.  Usually, the net control operator will ask for check-ins five at a time, no phonetics.  I’d suggesting waiting until around four sets of check-ins have happened, then when he calls for more, key your mike and say your call sign and first name.  If there’s a double (people talking over each other), the net control will ask for corrections or clarifications.  There will be announcements and the playing of the week’s “Amateur Radio Newsline.”

For more information on SCRA see www.socoham.org .

2nd and 4th Wednesday 7 PM – Sebastopol CERT Net

147.435 MHz, no offset, no tone

Listen in and jump in.  If you’re not right in the Sebastopol area, you may need a better antenna or higher power rig to reach them.
If you have trouble setting your radio, contact the email below, or contact SCRA at www.socoham.org.

Comments and suggestions welcome:  send them to AD6YB@ARRL.net.  
73s,

Mike.
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