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Obama nixes motorist plan

WASHINGTON - President Barack Obama
on Friday rejected  his transportation
secretary's suggestion that the administration
consider taxing motorists based on how. many
miles. they drive instead of how. much
gaso[me they buy.

"t is not and will not be the policy of the
Obama administration,” White House press
secretary Robert Gibbs told reporters, when
asked for the president's thoughts about
Transportation  Secretary Ray LaHood's
suggestion, raised in an interview with The
Associated Press a daily earlier.

Gasoline taxes that for neatly hialf a cenfiry
have paid for the federal sharé of highway
and: bridge constriction’ cani- no ‘longer- be
counted on to raise enough money to keep the
nation's - transportation. system ~moving,
LaHood told the AP.

"We should look ‘at the vetucu[ar miles
program where people are aétually clocked-on
thie- number-of miles’ that they traveled," the
former Illinois Republican lawmaker said in
the AP interview.

LaHood spokeswormnan - Lori™ Irvirg said
Friday that the secretary was speakitig of the
idea-only in-general terms, not as something
being implemented-as ddministration policy.

Most transportation experts see a vehicle
mlles-traveled tax as a long-term selution, but

Congress is being urged to move in. that
direction now by funding pilot projects.
The idea also is-gaining ground in_ several

states. The.governor of Idaho is talking about

such a program.. A North Carolina panel
suggested in December the - state. start
charging motorists a quarter- cent for every
mile as a substitute for the gas tax. Rhode
Island's govemor, however, has expressed
opposition to a panel's recommendation in
December that the. state charge motorists a
half-cent-for every mile driven: ir-addition to
the gas tax,

A tentative plan in Massachusetts to- use
GPS chips in vehicles to charge motorists by
the mile hasdrawn complaints from drivers
who say it's an Orwellian  intrusion by
government into the lives of citizens.: Other
motorists say it eliminates an - incentive fo
drive more fuel- - efficient - cirs 'sifice gas
guzzlers will be taxed at the same rate as fuel
sippers. = .

Besides a VMT tax, more tolls for highways
and  bridges ~ and - more - government
partnerships:~ with~ business “to finance
transportation ‘projects are other funding
options, LaHood, one of two Republicans in
Obama's Cabinet,” said in -the interview
Thursday.

Obama issues warning over stimulus money

WASHINGTON-" - -Invoking~ his  own
name-and-shame - policy, - President * Barack
Obama warned the nation's- mayors on Friday
that he will "call-them out" if they waste the
money from-his massive economic stimulus
plan:

"The American people . are -waiching,"
Obama told a -gathering of mayors at: the
White House. "They need this ‘plan to work.
They expect to see the money that -they've
eamed - they've worked so hard to eamn -
spent inits intended :purposes without waste,
without inefficiency, without fraud.”

In the days since the White House and

Congress- caine to terims on the $787 billion
economic - package, the political foecus - has
shifted to how it will work, Obama has staked
his reputation not just on the promise of 3.5
million jobs saved: or created, but also-on a
pledge to let the public see where the money
goes:

His budget chief ‘this week released a
25,000-word  document - that details exactly
how Cabinet and executive agencies, states
and local organizations must report spending.
It is a system mieant to strearnline reports so
they can be displayed on the administration's
new Web site, Recovery.gov.

“that would let the hawkish Israeli leader

NETANYAHU URGES UNITY. |

JERUSALEM - Benjamin Netanyahu =~
_appealed to:hls.maderale rivals Friday to.

eroment - a tricky sl

avoid-relying on an unstable grouping of
right-wingers almost sureto collide:with- the
Obama’administration and each other 7
*{.call on'the members of all the factions
. to set politics aside and put the good of
the nation at the.canter,™ Netanyahu: said
duringa brief ceremony after President ™
Shimori Peres tapped him to try-to-put
together Israel's next goverriing colition:
Although'the: election.gave Netanyahu 5
Likud Party and other right- wing groups: a
rrigjority: in parliament; the prime =
minister-designate has a dehcate task m
formlng a government :

C]UDAD JUAREZ Mexico - C|udad
Juarez's police chief stepped.down Friday
after criminal: gangs made a chilling:;
demang: Resngn orwe w:!l k|l] more lacal
officers.

Public: Safety-Seéretary Roberto-Orduna
announced:he was leaving his past:only
hours after gunmen killed 2 police off;cer

il left:si

Yl

madeg Wednesday tslay atleastionie:: i
officer every 48 hours untit Orduna qults

The:slayings were:a sign that gangs are
determined:to control the police force of tha
biggest Mexicah bordar-city, with.a-:
populatian.of 1:3 milion people across from
El' Paso, Texas.

KYRGYZSTAN-"EVICTS" U.S.

BISHKEK; Ryrgyzstan - The Unlted States
was ontha verge of bemg Kicked otit of its
only miliary outpostin Russia's historic ™~
backyard after Kyrgyzstan gave-U.S; forcés
six months to vacate an'air hase that servas
as a key supplyHub:for roops in
Afghanistan;:

The.Manas base; created shortly after the
Saptamber 14,2001 :attacks in.the: United
States,.at first served as a symbol of what
seemed like a buddmg strategic partnership
between the U; 5:.and.Russia:
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Ex-death row inmate’' s DNA
not found on evidence -

NASHVILLE, Tennessee - DNA from key
evidence in" a Tennessee woman's “slaying
does not match the man who spent more than
two - decades on death row for Killing her,
according to new FB] lab tests.

Paul -House, 47.-who uses-a wheelchair
because he developed multiple sclerosis’ in
prison, was convicted of killing. Carolyn
Muncey nearly 23 years. ago. But the case
against him has been -in doubt for. years
because of DNA.. testing, - which . wasn't
available then.

House was released last year after the U S.
Supreme Court concluded no reasonable juror
would- have:found him- guilty based on DNA
tests” of 'semen stains’ on° Mundéeéy's “clathinig.
Authorities ‘had- claimed he - lured "Muncey
from her dilapidated: cabin, beat het, killed
her and then dumped her body in a culvert.
There weré no witnesses.

Report claims Guantanamo humane

WASHINGTON - The Defense Department
says the Guantanamo Bay prison meets the
standard for humane ticatment dictated by the
(GGeneva Conventions,’ according to-a report

-prepared for President Barack Obama.

QObama has ordered the detention center for
terror suspeets closed within-a year.

The report recommended” some’ changes,
including an increase in group recreation for
some of the camp's more dangerous or less
compliant ~~ prisoners, accarding ‘to  a
government official familiar with the study.

" The' report-also suggested allowing - those

prisoners to ‘gather in groups of three or more,
said the official, who spoke on condition of
anonymity becaus¢ the report ‘has not been
released officially.

Some of ‘the hard-core prisoners are not

currently allowed to meet with other prisoners
for ‘prayer ‘or socialization and are kept in
their cells 23 hours a day.

Alleged Sept. 11 mastermind Khalid Sheik
Mohammed s among the  prisoners” who
could be affected by the change. Prolonged
social isolation: has -been ‘known {0~ harm
mental health among prisoners.

The 85-page report by Adm. Patrick M.
Walsh, the Navy's second in command, was
writtén in - response ‘to Obama's Jan. 22
executive order  to close the facthty at
Guantatiamo Bay, Cuba, within a year.’

Attomey General Eric Holder named a top
federal prosecutor, Matthew Olsen, on Friday
as executive director of Obama’s’ Guantanamo
Detainee Review Task Force.

Three teens fatally shot in Chicago

CHICAGO - Three teenagers, including a
13-year-old, were killed ‘Friday in a.shooting
on  Chicago's . South . Side - that . authorities
believe involved an assault rifle:-

It appears "several individuals” attacked the |

teens, -and :shell casings found -at the- scene
point to at least one assault-rifle, said Police
Superintendent Jody Weis.

"It's just tragic, based.on the guns that are
on the streets, that three-young men have lost
their lives today," Weis said.

"We're bringing out every resource we have
and we'll work this case as hard as we.can,”
he said.

. Officials hope at..least . two survelliance

video cameras near the crime scene will lead

to clues, said police Cmdr. Eddie Welch, who
added.- that mvestlgators are lookmg at

"multiple scenes.”

"They're .in great positions,”" -Welch said: of
the cameras. ,

No onie was in custody as of Friday night,
Officer JoAnn Taylor. said.

The. - shooting - occurred .- Friday afternoon
about a block - from- Immaculate -Conception
School. It is not clear if any of the victims
were students there.

One. of - the teenagers died at :the scene,
officials said. The others dled after bemg
transported to-area hospltals

Ill. governor: Burris should resign

CHICAGO - U.S: Sen. Roland Buiris kept out
of sight Friday as longtime friend Gov. Pat
Quinn joined the roster-of fellow Democrats
calling for. his resignation following new
disclosures about . his controversial
appointment, -while the White--House urged
the senator to take the weekend to consider
his future.

Burris -began the week with passionate
defenses, proclaiming he had nothing to hide
even- as revelations - mounted - about his
attempts to- raise money for his -disgraced
patron, former Gov:-Rod Blagojevich, and his
failures -to- disclose multiple -conversations
with Blagojevich advisers.

By Friday, Burris eluded reporters and only

repeated - pleas - through his spokesman’ to
"stop the rush to judgment" The junior
senator scheduled private visits to a veterans
medical center and naval training center north
of Chicago but did not speak publicly.

Quinn praised Burris, a - former Ilinois
attorney general, -as-an honorable ‘man and
said Friday it would be a "heroic act” for-him
to -put -the -interests -of the -state and his
constituents ahead of his own.

"It- takes -a great  deal of fortitude - and
courage to do that and 1 think people will
recognize that,” Quinn said. "It's never easy to
step aside and resign from anything in life,
especially something as important.as United
States Senate.”
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Suspect in Indiana police shooting found dead

LOUISVILLE, Ky. - A man suspected of
shooting two Indiana police officers in an
ambush was. found dead of a.self-inflicted
gunshot Friday night, hours after he had
barricaded himself in a Louisville house:

Negotiators tried all day to end the standoff
peacefully, but the suspect was found dead at
8:45 p.m. after he shot. himself, . said
Louisville Metro Police spokesman Robert
Biven. Police had deployed pas inside the
house around that time, Biven said.

‘Police had: earlier said the suspect in the
houseé -~ was  Robett Datlllo 37, of
Jeffersonville, Ind. ‘Datillo “was " wanted by
investigators probing . the -shootings- of the
officers “at- a -motel  Thursday in- southem

Indiana, just across the.Qhio River from
Louisville. -Both = officers - were in stable
condition Friday.

"It's always to our interests to have the
person- come -out. Unfortunately. this -person
decided to take his-own life," Biven said.

Police had said Datillo :indicated he was
armed during the daylong standoff. A SWAT
team, hostage negotiators and federal agents
had descended -on the southern Louisville
neighborhood of well-kept- one- story brick

- houses. around 10:30 a.m. EST after a vehicle

belicved linked  to - the shootmgs was seen
there, said Alicia Smiley, a Louisville police
spokeswoman.

Texas says Peanut Corp. unresponsive to recall

DALLAS - The bankrupt company at the
center of -a - national salmonella outbreak
hasn't carried - ot a- recall of its: products
manufactured in Texas, so the state is
notifying customers itself, officials there said
Friday.

Texas health officials ordered Peanut Corp.
of America on Feb. 12 to recall all products
ever -shipped from: a-plant.in Plainview after
inspectors found dead rodents, feces and bird
feathiers in & crawl space above a production
area.

But the Téxas Department of State Health
Services said the company hasn't responded

to. its ‘order, :so.-state” workers. have begun
asking manufacturers, . distributors - and
retailers to keep products-from the Plainview
plant away froin the public.

"When you order a recall and don't get a
response you've got to do something to
protect the public,' Doug McBride, a
spokesman for the Texas Department of State
Health Services, said. Friday. "They weren't
going to de it, so weare doing it."

The company said ina press release on its
Web  site  Friday : that the- - bankriptey
proceedings ‘were Lampering its ability to
carry out recall orders.

Ex-President Bush moves to Dallas

DALLAS - A month after leaving the White
House, former President George W. Bush and
his wife, Laura, moved into-their new: Dallas
home Friday.

Bush's motorcade drove  past™ a - security
barricade in the late afternoon,; bringing the
former first couple to their new residence: a
1959 ranch-style brick home that sits at the
top of a quiet dead end street in a wealthy
Dallas neighboitiood. Bush Waved to a jogger
as he rode by, and the jogger waved back.

"President and Mrs. ‘Bush ate glad to be
back in Dallas, appreciate the warm welcome
by their neighbors, and: look forward to once
again being part of the Dallas community,"
said Rob Saliterman, a spokesman for Bush's
office in Dallas.

The couple's new home has:about 8,500
square feet, four bedrooms, four-and-a-half
bathrooms and a wet bar. Local property
records indicate the Home on:Daria ‘Place is
worth about $2.1 million:

The house has a wide front yard and dark
shutters, with a gate at.the top of the drivéway
that affords some privacy, The Dallas City
Council last month-approved installation of a
security gate that will eventually block access
to the street.

Dallas police and Secret Serv;ce agents
have set up a barricade in recent days limiting
access to the neighborhood. They have even
turned away delivery vans; packages must be
dropped off with security personnel, who
hand-deliver them.

'SLUMDOG" K!DS GO TO LA

Inthe slumsiwhere they live; goafs plck. -
dver:plles of trash and men knee! In the
street to pray. Bl the young stars of.

"Slumdog Millionaire" were creiising
Mumbai in an air-conditioned Toyota:

- Friday, doing: last-minute shopping-and -

getting advice.on the unlmagmable air

travel; The slurndog kids:had just gotthe

good news - thay were gomg to the
Oscars :

said; snttlng across from his home a:.
scruffy lean- to of tarps-and blankets.
He'd never been on plane. He'd nevar
traveled outside Indla. And; when
pressed; he couldi't namé any--
Hollywood stars he'd. reaily I|ke to meet

CYRUS DEFENDS DAD:.

Mlley Cyrus doesn't iike to admit it but
stie's bothered by people who think: £
there's something wrong with: the borid
between her and her dad; singer Bully
Ray Cyrus.

“The media has said some stuff about

.. my.dad and e being too close and foo

cliddly for a fatherand & daughtéer:* the
16-year-old -actress- singer writes in
"Miles to:Go;™ & hew memoir; "Forme
and my dad: _'s—not weird at all."

D|sney-Hypenon Books The Associated
Press purch sed a copy put:on-saie

in-court agaln ‘Friday, but this time he
wasn't in: the hot seat

mlstake ard pay a pnce foti & :
Harris; dressediin-jeans, a gray hooded -
'd a blue Knit hat

. you use that mistake to: ensure you will

never make a similar mistake: again?"
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Rihanna won't discuss Chris Brown

NEW YORK - In her first statement since she
was allegedly attacked by Cliris Brown,
Rihanna thanked fans : for their support: but
declined to address ‘the ‘accusations against
her boyfriend, citing an ongoing  police
investigation.

"At the request of the authorities, Rihanna
is not-‘commenting - about - the - incident
involving” Chris Brows," read a statement
released by Rubenstein Associates.

“She wants to -assure her- fans that she
remains strong, is. doing:wéll; and deeply
appreciates the outpouring of support she has
received during this difficult time."

The statement was released hours after the
Web  site -\ TMZ- .released --a - photo. that
purportedly -shows. the battered face:of the
pop-star, with bruises on her forehead, bloody
lips and other marks on her face:

The Los - Angeles Police Department
announced it was investigating the: leak
shortly after the photos were posted Thursday
evening.- On. Friday, Chief William Bratton

said his department is conducting an internal
investigation, but also a criminal conspiracy
case that could result in up to three years in
prison.

"It as an embarrassment to this department,”
Bratton said, He-said the -agency believes a
department employee leaked the photo, and
that - the -departinent is- working’ to quickly
complete ‘separate - investigations ¢ into
Rihanna's beating and the photo's leak.

Brown, 19, is under investigation for an

" attack ori'a woman in‘the hours leading up to

this month's Grammy awards in Los Angeles;
a person familiar with the situation, who was
not authorized to speak publicly or the matter
and requested anonymity, has confirmed that
the woman was Rihanna, whose real name is
Robyn Rihanna Fenty.

Both stars were due to perform at the
awards show, but subsequently -dropped out;
Brown surréndered to-the authorities- as the
ceremony was under way.

LITERATURE: In-which Shakespeare
play dogs Shylock appear? . "

FOOD & DRINK: What is the beef dish
named after a 19th-century Ru551an :
dlplomat'? e

PLACES: In which American state
would you find Fort Knox? -5

) (Answers on Page 8)

WOMAN SUES: SANTA .

‘CHICAGO= Call if the case of the

ovearservaed Santa:‘Antoinette:Basso filed
& lawsuit- Thursday against a man
dressed in.a Santa siit who:she said
stumbled and fell-on:iop of her, knocking

* her face-first into the: sidewalk olitside a

Chicago restaurant:

Basso claims: inthe: Cook County
Circuit | Court lawsuit that she suffered
glam disability and disfigurement.”

he's askmg for: damages In excess of:

Headland SatNews CROSSWORD No. 52 |

ACROSS
. Spin coin (4,2)

Headland SatNews SUDOKU

5. Scoundrel {6)

. Mimic (3)
. Mend(6)
.-10. Rough cutter (6)

8 413 6

11. Longing (4)
12, Odd items (8)

14. Teeth treatment {6,7)
17. Hopefil (8)

19. Departed (4}
21. Trapped (6) ;. -

23. Eventually (2,4}
24, Night before (3)

25. Niche {6)
26; Tyrolean skirt {6)

DOWN
. Open (5)

. Stick pasta (9)

. Repeat show (5)

2
3
4. Sunshade (7)
5
6

. Tree juice (3}

9

7. Non-professional (7)

SOLUTION
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. Controller (9)

. Spirit (7)

. Not tested (7)

. 8 Ametica motntain

chain (5)

. Renovmed (5)
. Fish eggs (3)

RULES & SOLUTION
The object is to fillin
the squares so-that
each row, column &
box containg the
numbers 1-9.

Numnbers may not be
repeated in the same
coluinn & row.
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LeBron in the zone as Cavs
beat Bucks

MILWAUKEE - LeBron James scored 53
points, coming up just-one-shy of his career
high, and put together a~stunning scoring
flourish after halftime that helped the
Cleveland  Cavaliers: -beéat “the ~Milwaukee
Bucks 111-103 on Friday night,

James scored “ 16~ points- i’ the ° first 2
minutes;” 50 ‘seconds” of the third quarter,
almast single-handedly - turning -a - six-point
halftime deficit into an eight-point Cavaliers
lead - and he could have scored two more if
he hadn't missed a pair of free throws along
the way. :

James scored his previous season high'of 52
points at New York on Feb. 4. His career high
of 36:came at Toronto.on March. 20,.2005.

"Just got in the zone, man," James said. "I
Jjust kept going at it, man. Every shot that I
made tonight, every shot that we all made
tonight, we needed.” S ,

And as if that wasn't enough action for one
night, Milwaukee's Charlie Villatiueva was
ejected -after a heated on-court confrontation
with Cleveland's Zydrunas Ilgauskas in the
fourth quarter,

Still, - James . was. the: main _ attraction -
especially on Cleveland's 18-4 third quarter
run_that began. with Mo Williams' steal and
layup, and the rest was alt James.

He banked in a jump shot, then proceeded

to drain long 3-pointers- on four. of the
Cavaliers' next five possessions. James hit
back-to- back 3s, then was fouled on the next
possession and missed both free throws.
. On_the Cavs' . next, possession, James
connected -on: a: 3 from -the left side over
Milwaukee's . Richard -Jefferson.. . Jefferson
answered with a jumper, but. James: hit: yet
another 3 - this time from the right side,
bringing the: Cavaliers'. bench players to- their
feet in a raucous celebration.

"It was almost like watching a video game,"
Ilgauskas said:

Cavaliers coach -Mike -Brown fought the
urge . to. . cringe as James kept taking
long-range- 3. after long-range 3, . each
seemingly longer than the next.

"I've just got to coach myself," Brown said.
"I've 'got".to: make  sure :-that I'm.- not
overcoaching. And I just need to sit down, be
quiet, .and watch . the show like everybody
else.”

James' scoring spree wasn't over. After an
offensive foul on Milwaukee, James hit a
pull-up jumper on the wing with 9:10 left in
the quarter, putting Cleveland up 69-61 and
forcing Milwaukee to call a timeout.

NBA

ortando 92, Charlotte 80

New York 127, Toronto 97
Houston 83, Dallas

Indiana 110 Minnesota. 105
Sacramento 112, Memphis 106
washington: 107, New JerseX 96
Cleveland 111, Milwaukee 103
Chicago 116, Depver 99 - :
Phoenix 140, oklahoma city 118
portland 108, Atlanta 98

L.A. Lakers 115, New Orleans 111

NHL

colorado. 4, washington 1
Carolina 4, Tampa Bay 1
betroit 5, anaheim 2

Despite James' scoring fireworks, the game
remained close into.the fourth quarter - when
an- offensive - exhibition: threatened to turn
itself into a wrestling ‘meet as  tempers
suddenly flared on both sides.

i E):e injury blow for

Stoudemire

PHOENIX - Amare . Stoudemire could be

finished for the -season just days .after the

Phoenix Suns decided not to trade him.
Stoudemire, -a - starter- for-: the: West - in

Sunday's All-Star Game, - had eye - surgery

Friday and won't-bé able to' résume’ physical
activity for about eight weeks.

"We're going to be ultraconservative with
this and if means he misses the remainder of
the season, so be.it," Suns general menager

. ‘Steve Kerr said. “He's. got a long career and a

long life ahead of him. And that's the most
important thing," -

The NBA -playoffs beégin éight weeks from
Saturday, and it's no sure thing the Suns will
even be ‘in the postseason, especially with
their All-Star' power forward unavailable for
the final 29 games of the regular season.

"He was really discouraged,” Kerr said. "He
was really starting to play well.. He was
feeling good about” things. Our team
obviously is feeling very good about things,
Jjust about the way the last couple of games
have gone, and this is a major blow."

Stoudemire was injured during his 42-point
performance in Phoenix's 142-119 victory
over the Clippers in  Los Angeles on
Wednesday night. The Suns :didn't find -out
about the need- for surgery- until afler
Thursday's trade deadline.

Barbosa's 41 lead Suns past
Thunder

PHOENIX - The Phoenix Suns didn't slow
down without Amare Stoudemire. Quite ‘the
contrary. '

‘They inserted the fastest Phoenix player of
all, Leandro Barbosa, into the starting lineup
Friday " night and - the "Brazilian Blu"
responded with a career-high 41 points. to
lead the Suns to a 140-118 victory over the
Oklahoma City Thunder. ]

"I love -to- play running- up. and. down,"
Barbosa said. "I think everybody does.”

Jason Richardson added 34 “points’ ‘and
Shaquille O'Neal 22 as the Suns became the
first tearn in 18 seasons to score at least 140
points in three  consecutive games, The
Portland Trail Blazers did it from Nov. 13-17
in 1990. The Suns did it for the first time in
franchise history.

With the Boston Celtics coming to town
next, new Phoenix codch Alvin  Gentry
assured everyone the high-scoring streak was
over. )

"I can promise you we are not get [4(
Sunday," he said.

Kevin Durant scored 35 for the Thunder,
who trailed by 28 in the first half but cut the
lead to six early in the fourth quarter before
Barbosa and the Suns blew the game open for
good. :

"They started to go back to the way they
were playing the first quarter,” Durant said,
"fast shooting 3s - ‘they're just a- different
basketball team than we played before.”

MLB interested in

LB int; A-Rod's -
L inerested in A-Rod's

NEW “YORK - Major League - Baseball
investigators “want to know whether Alex
Rodriguez s still palling around with” his
cousin and a trainer from the Dominican
Republic. :

The goals of the intended ‘interview with
Rodriguez were disclosed Friday by 4 person
familiar  with the plans who spoke on
condition"of ancnymity bécause MLB-wasn't
confirming the meeting. B :

The New York Yankees star has said his
cousin injected him- from 200103 -with a
banned substance obtainéd in the Dominican
called "boli." The cousin was identified by
ESPN.com as Yuri Sucart of Miami:

In addition, the Daily News said “Angel
Presinal,: & Dominican trainer well known
throughout baseball, traveled with-A-Rod and
the cousin duriiig the 2007 season. Presinal
has ‘ been- ‘banned * from entering : baseball
clubhouses:
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"I'm not getting into any of that," Rodriguez
said.

Speaking Friday at the Yankees' spring
training complex in Tampa, Fla.,, Rodriguez
said: he expected the meeting -will -be in the
Tampa area. MLB would like to speak with
him before he joins the Dominican team early
next month ahead of the World Baseball
Classic. .

Presinal, then a trainer for former slugger
Juan Gonzalez, was questioned by Canadian
Border Service officers in 2001 about steroids
and syringes in an unmarked. duffel ‘bag,
according to the Mitchell Report. Presinal and
Gonzalez both denied owning the bag.

Utah Jazz owner Larry H.
Miller dead at 64

SALT LAKE CITY - Larry H. Miller, the car
sales maoghl who turiied the Utah Jazz into
one -of the NBA's most stable teams, died
Friday froin complications of type 2 diabetes.
He was 64.

Miller was at home with his family when he
passed away around 4 p.m.

Miller had a heart attack in June 2008 then
spent nearly two months in the hospatal for
complications from diabetes. He was 'in a
wheelchair after his reléase fiom the hospital
and his medical problems contiriued, leading
to the amputation of his legs six inches below
the knee in January.

"He did everything he could ‘to stay here,
but it wasn't to be," said Gail Miller, Larry's
widow.

The Millers' five children, their families and
friends packed a room at the Jazz practice
facility Friday night for an emotional news
conference, ~ which included =~ several
lighthearted moments with memories from
Miller's life right up until the final days. : -

Gail Miller said she got to tell her husband
the NBA champion Bosten Celtics, 90-835.

"He went peacefully. He was prepared, We
were prepared,” she said.

Dodgers sign Hudson to
replace Kent

PHOENIX: - Three-time All-Star second
baseman Orlando Hudson. and the Dodgers
reached agreement on a one-year. contract
Friday, giving Los.Angeles a replacement. for
the retired Jeff Kent.

Hudson's deal is expected to pay him $3.4
million with another $4.6 million in possible
bonuses.

The deal was contingent on Hudson passing
a- physical; a - person familiar with -the
negotiations . told: The: Associated - Press,
speaking -on condition of anonymity because
the Dodgers have not confirmed the.contract,

The Deodgers will give up their first-round
pick in the June draft, No. 17 overall, because
he was a Type-A free agent who tumed down
salary arbitration with Arizona.

Hudson, "a three-time Gold Glove winner
and~ 282 career- hitter; had -season-ending
surgery on his left wrist each of the past two
years with the Diamondbacks. He camed $6.2
million Tast year. -

Hudson had an operation for a_dislocated
bone in the wrist last-August, cutting short a
season in which He was hitting 4 careér-best
.305. He had surgery for ligament damage in
the same wrist latein‘the 2007 season.

His best year was in: 2006, when-he had 15
home runs with 67 RBIs and scored 87 times.

Assets of Damon, Nady frozen
in Stanford fallout

TAMPA, Fla. - Yankees-outfielders- Johnny
Damon -and: Xavier Nady . are among - the
investors -whose-accounts: were caught in.a
freeze by the.government of a. company
affiliated with Robert Allen Stanford.

The pair did not invest directly with
Stanford funds but rather have investments
with broker dealers whose accounts were with
a Stanford company, Scott Boras, the agent
for the pair, said Friday. -Boras gaid the
personal management wing of his company
was monitoring tlie situation.

"The broker dealers the players have-chosen
have advised our “personal - management
auditors the players -are- not in jeopardy of
losing money," Boras.said.

"I understand - goveinment -agencies- .are
trying to protect the investor, Hopefully, the
agencies will ~distingnish. between those
investors  who " are actually invested in
Stanford products ™ from  investors whose
broker 'dealets ‘used” Stanford as a clearing
house and- are ‘hot affected by the potential
claims levied: by the govemment

"] trust government agencies will take quick
steps.to narrow the-affected investor class and
restore account access to all others."

The Securities and Exchange Commission
this ‘week froze the assets of Stanford
Interiiational  Bank, ~Stanford  Capital
Management and Stanford Group Co.

Garnett headed back to
Boston after injuring knee

PHOENIX - Cetltics forward Kevin Garnett is
heading back to Boston to be checked-out by
the team -doctor after injuring his right knee
against the Utah Jazz.

Celtics spokesman Jeff Twiss said Garnett
was traveling Friday, and his right knee strain
was expected to be examined by Dr. Brian
McKeon on Saturday.

Headland Media produces the
market-leading Heqd.{and SafNews service,
HotelNewspapers bi amz’r The seivice covers
30 couniries i more than 1T languages and is
delivered daily-by- e-mail or vicesatellite.

Tel: +44 151 236 4124 (UK)

and +1954492.2292(US) :
E-mail: news@headlondmedia.com....
Websire: www.headlandmedia. CoM .

Garnett injured his knee while going up for
an alley-oop late in the first half of Boston's
90-85 loss. He landed gingerly and motioned
immediately. to the bench for .a substitute,

.then_hopped. on_his, good foot, toward the

locker room. .

Tw1ss said Garnett was "not in tremendous
pain" on Friday, but that the knee remained
sore and stiff and the Celtics thought it best to
‘be-cautious and have Garriett examined.

McCarr(ni builds ;1 2-shot lead
at Riviera -

LOS ANGELES - With datkness rapidly
descending, Scott McCarron saw enough of
the 18th green from 211 yards away to realize
it wouild be one of the tougher shots he faced
Friday. The 'way his week is going, it turned
into another birdie,

McCarron - aimed his 3-wood toward the
bleachérs and watched it fade beaitiful back
toward the flag to about 10 feet; a final birdie
in”his” round“of 3-under 68 that' gave him a
two-shot lead over Steve Stricker and Tomimy
Armour I1I in the Northern Trust Open.

"I usually  do my “best’ work at’ fight,"

McCarron said.
" “Phil Mickelson will need to do bétter oh the
weekend if he wants to successfully-defend
‘his title at Riviera.- He was nine shots worse
than his-opening-round 63, but'it was easy to
see the upside aftera 72 put-him in-the group
only three behind.

"This is the first time I'm in contention
heading into” the ‘weekend, - and” I'm excited
about it," Mickelson said.

The last two groups finished. in the dark,
including two players whose PGA- Tour
debuts turned into short ones.

Zetterberg leads Red Wings

DETROIT -~ Ty Coenklin is making a case to
be Detroit's’ playoff goalie. Henrik Zetterberg
had a goal and two assists, and Conklin made
24 saves for the Red Wings in his 11th
straight home victory, 5-2 over the Anaheim
Ducks on Friday night.

Piavel Datsyiitk added a goal and an- assist,
and Dan -Cleary, fohan Franzen -and Kris
Draper also scored for Stanley Cup champion
Detroit.
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In fact, the 81-year-old former chairman of
the Federal Reserve said, "I don't remember
any time, maybe even the. Great Depression,
when things went down quite so fast."

He noted that -industrial - production -is
falling in countries across the plobe faster
than in the U.S., one result of the decline
caused by the breakdown of unbridled
financial markéts-that operated oni-a global
scale,

"It's _broken down in the face of almost all
expectation and prediction," he noted.

Volcker didn't offer specifics on how long
he thinks the recession will last or what will
hielp start a recovery. But he predicted there
will be some lasting lessons from the
experience. L

January rise in consumer
prices largest since July

WASHINGTON - Consumer prices rose
modestly -in* January, propelled by - higher
energy costs, but most economists and the
government believe the recession will keep
prices in check this year.

That's because inflation has been flat over
the past year, the lowest reading in more than
a half-century.

The Labor Department said - Friday :that
conswmer :prices: rose- by - (.3 -percent last
month;- the-biggest- monthly  increase since: a
0.7 percent rise in July.

But even with the January increase, which
was -in - line with. economists' expectations,
inflation-for the 12 months ending in January
was zero. That's the lowest reading. since
prices actually fell by 0.4 percent for a
12-month period ending in August 1955,

Core inflation, which excludes energy and
food, showed ‘a modest increase of 0.2
percent,. slightly higher than the 0.1 percent
‘gain, economists expected. Over the past 12
months, core inflation rose 1.7 ‘percent, the
lowest rcadmg since a similar increase for the
12 months ending in August 2004.

Trustee: No evidence Madoff
bought any securities -

NEW YORK - The frustee “in charge of
untangling the mess brought: on by the
Bernard Madoff scandal told investors Friday
there was no indication the disgraced money
manager bought securities for his clients.

"We- have no evidence to indicaie secuirities
were purchased for customer accounts," said
Irving Picard,’ the court-appointed ~trustee
overseeing the liquidation of Madoft's assets.

At a meeting for investors, Picard detailed
the history of the case and how claims will be
processed. He said his office has received
2,350 claims so far ‘and they expect the
number of claims to double.

. GANTON, Ohig -/

LITERATURE: Shylock appears in

‘Shakespeare's ‘The Merchant of Venice',

FOOD & DRINK: Stroganoffis the beef
dish named afier a-19th-century Russian .
d:plomat

PLACES: Fort Knox is'in Kentucky

RICHMOND, Va. - Colfax Corp:: posted a

64 pertent drop. In fourth--quarter profit

Friday, weighad déwn by asbestos

llability.costs.and expenses related to the

pump and valve manufacturers mltlal
public offering.:

Shares of the Richmond, Va.-based
company fell sharply on.the news,
shedding $1.23; or12.1 percent, to
$8 90in mornlng tradlng

WEBMD HEALTH CORP

NEW YORK - Shares of WebMD Health
Corp. soared: Frlday and outpaced a
sluggish market after the health Web slte
opératar received an analyst upgrade -
followlng the release of founh-quaner
resuits :

UPS INC.

_____ UPS Inc. dlstrlbut:onz;: o
center reopened fter
mercury spilled from a package, sendlng'
twoworkersto'a hospltal a corporate
spokesman sald

AUTOMOTIVE iNC.

DETROIT - Shares of Group 177
Aulomotive Ine; rose Friday sfter.a -
Wachovia analyst upgraded Vthe stock to-

reduced rlts-debt last year. :Group' T
reported a $445-million fourth-quarter
{oss Thursday on a steep dechne innew
|mpa|rment charges and& $20 S million
gain related to debt repurchases, the
Houston-based company posted a prof t
of 8 cents per share.

Madoff- was- arrested - in -December - after
investigators said he confessed to-his sons
that he had swindled investors of $50 billion
in a Ponzi scheme. The 70-year-old former
Nasdaq chairman: remains : confined. to * his
Manhattan penthouse under house arrest.

At the hearing, David Sheehan, a lawyer
working for Picard, called the alleged fraud “a

Ponzi . scheme .. where  no - stock. : was
purchased."
Picard said his office and * criminal

investigators are reviewing a -mountain  of
evidence, including 7,000 boxes- of records at
a Queens warehouse that g0 back more than a
decade. |

- He cautioned that the criminal investigation
is ongoing and said: "We are operating out of
a crime scene. There is a limit to what we can
say."

Lowe's 4Q profit falls

CHICAGO - Lowe's Cos. Inc., the second
biggest Ui.S. home improvement retailer, said
Friday its fourth-quarter profit dropped 60
percent and forecast 2009 eamings that are
short of Wall Street's expectations.

The-latest results: narrowly ‘missed analysts'
estimates as consumers spent less- on -items
for their houses amid a deepening recession.

Eamings- declined-to $162: million,- or-:11
cents per share, in the three months ending
Jan.- 30; from’ $408 million, or 28 cents per
share;during the sarhe period-last year:

The Moaresville, North Carolina-based
retailer said revenue fell 4 percent-to $9.98
billion from $10.4 billion a year ago.

Analysts surveyed by Thomson - Reuters
expected’ a“profit: of 12 cenis per share on

‘Teveniie “-of “alfriost $10.1° billion.” - Those

estimates typically excludé one-timie itemns.

" Lowe's said it faced interise’ competition
during the holiday season and had to make
more aggrassive ~discounts on  seasonal
products, which squeezed gros margins, but
helped it reduce inventory in stores.

Quarterly same-storc sales dropped 9.9
percent. Same-store sales, or sales at stores
open at least a year, are a key indicator of
retailer performance since they measure
growth at existing’ stores rather than newly
opened ones.

"The - economic Pressures’ oo CONsuImers
intensified in the fourth quarter, resulting in a
further decline’ in' consumer confidence and
dramatic reductions in consumer spending,”
Rabert A, Niblock; Lowe's chairman and
CEQ, said in a statement. "As a result, our
comparable store sales for “the guarter
remained weak and fell at the low end of our
expectations.”
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Obama wants to halve deficit

W2 SHINGTON - Barack Obama wants to
cut -he federal deficit in half by the end of his
firs term, mostly by scaling back Iraq war
spe ding, raising taxes on the wealthiest and
str¢ ymlining government, an administration
offi zial said Saturday as the president worked
to f nalize his first budget request.

C bama's proposal for the 2010 fiscal year
tha begins Oct. 1 projects: that the estimated
$1.+ trillion deficit he has inherited from
" for aer President George W. Bush will be
halved to $533 billion by 2013. Thats a
dif erence of 9.2 percent of the overall
ecc aomy now vs. 3 percent in four years.

I s expected to outline some broad themes
of his budget, request Monday at a White
Ho 1se summit on fiscal policy and touch on it
duing his first speech to Congress on
Tu sday evening. He is. slated to officially
ser 4 at least & summary of it to Congress on
Th wsday, barely a weelcafter his $787 billion
ect nomic stimulus plan becoming law.

1 he official, who spoke on the condition of

anonymity because the president has not yet
released his budget, said Obama hopes. to
achieve his deficitreduction goal by
generating savings as he follows through on
three core camnpaipgn promises over the next
four years.

He has pledged to wind down the Iraq war
by withdrawing most combat troops within 16
months of taking office. He also has said he
would let the temporary Bush tax cuts expire
in 2011 for people making more than
$250,000 a year, effectively raising taxes on
those people. And, he has vowed to scale
back spending and - improve ~‘govemment
efficiency by eliminating programs that don't
work.

The budget projections suggest that Obama
hasi't backed off of any of those- priorities,
despite relatively little movement on them
and at least one misstep in his first month in
office as he concentrated on lobbying for the
economic stimulus plan and rescuing the
housing, auto and finaneial sectors.

Feds interviewed Burris about Blagojevich

CI ICAGO - Federal authorities interviewed -

U. i. Sen. Roland Burris on Saturday as they
co. tinwed their corruption vestigation of
fo mer Gov. Rod Blagojevich, according to a
pe son familiar with the matter.

liurris, who left his home for several hours
Sa urday, declined to talk to reporters
stz wding outside. Earlier in the week, he said
fer eral investigators wanted to talk to him
ab it their probe into Blagojevich. Burris
sa: 1 his attorneys had been trying to setup a
e eting with investigators for some time.

, . person familiar with the matter confirmed
Sa urday's meeting to The Associated Press
on the condition of anonymity because the
m: tter was confidential.

“lurris spokesman Jim O'Connor declined
comment, as did U.S. attorney’s office
sp rkesman Randall Sarnborn.

"he Chicago Tribune, the Chicago
Siun-Times and WMAQ-TV, citing people

‘they did not name, reported that the meeting

occurred at the Chicago offices of Burris'
lawyer. Messages left Saturday for the lawyer,
Timothy Wright IlI, were not immediately
returned.

The reports said the meeting had - been
delayed for weeks and was not related to
investigations into Burris' testimony before
state lawmakers last month about his contacts
with people close to Blagojevich.

Blagojevich was arrested Dec. 9 on federal
corruption charges, including allegations that
he tried to sell or trade President Barack
Obama's vacant U.S. Senate seat for money or
favors. He shocked -everyone by naming
Burris to the seat Dec: 30.

Blagojevich, who has denied any
wrongdoing, was impeached by the Ilinois
House on Jan. 9. Weeks later, he was
convicted. and removed from office by -the
Tllinois Senate.

Headland SatNews

CLINTON HAILS CHINA TIES

BELJIING - U.S. Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton is urging China ta continue
investing in United States Treasury bonds
and says that Beijing's continued :
investment in the U.S. is a recognition that
the two countries depend on each other,

" certainly do think that the Chinese
government and central bank are making a
smart decision by continuing to invest.in
treasury bonds," she said during an
interview with the show "One on One” on
Sunday. "l's a safe investment. The United
States has a well-deserved financial
reputation.”

In order io boost the economy, the U.S
has to incur more-debt, she said. "It would
not be in China's interest if we were unable
to get our economy moving,” Clinton said.

CHAVEZ SEES FIDEL TWICE

HAVANA - Venazuelan President Hugo
Chavez has met twice with the ailing
82-year-old Fidel Castro during a surprise
24-hour-visitto Cuba.

Cuban state media says Chavez arrived
Friday night on a working visit and was
greeted by Fidel's younger brother
President Raul Castro.

Venezuela's socialist leader - fresh off a
referendum win that allows him to run for
re-election - met with Fidet Castro Friday
night and again shortly before departing
Saturday. - - : _

There were no images of Chavez maeting
with Fidel Casiro, only with his younger
brother.

Fidel has not been seen in public since
mid-2006 when he underwent intestinal
surgery and ceded power to Raul.

44 MINERS DEAD IN CHINA

BELIING - At least 44 miners died and 21
remained trapped underground after a gas
plast ripped through a coal mine in northern
China on Sunday, state media said.

The official Xinhua News Agency said the
pre-dawn blast occurred while 436 workers
were in the Tunlan Coal Mine in Gujiao city
near Taiyuan, the capital of Shanxi
province.

Rescuers said the death toll had risen to
44 by 11 a.m. local time, Xinhua saidina
brief dispatch without providing details.
State television channe! CCTV reported that
21 workers remained frapped.
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INTERNATIONAL WEATHER

Lo Hi
Amsterdam 32 45 pcldy
Athens 12 48 Rain
Auckland 64 73 Rain
Berlin 27 32 Sngw
Brussels 36 4b Rain
guenos Aires 66 70 Rain
cCairo 87 63 Rain
COBEI}]’I&QEI’I 25 36 Snow
Dublin 39 50 Rain
Hong Eong 70 79 Rain
Istanbul 37 39 Rajn
Jerusalem 52 55 Raln
Johanneshurg 589 §1 Rain
London 37 52 wpclidy
Madrid 34 B3 Clear
Manila 77 91 Rain
Mexico City 50 77 Rain
Moscow_ | 23 27 Snow
New Delhid 55 B2 pcldy
Paris 34 50 Rajn
Rome 34 .54 Pcldy
Sao Paulo 66 86 Rain
Sindapore 75 80 Rain
stockholm 16 27 Snow
sydney G6 82 Railh
Tokyo 37 57 ‘peldy
Taronto 25 32 Snow
Zurich 25 39 Snow
.S, WEATHER

Hi Lo outlook
anchorage 22 15 ‘pCldy
Atlanta 57 29 Cleatr
Boston 39 27 Rain
Chigcago 29 23 cloudy
pallas-Ft wWorth 54 53 Clear
Denver 49 I PCldy
Great Falls 50 17 PpCldy
Houston | 71 52 Clear
Kansas City 34 19 cClear
Las vegas 63 42 Cloudy
Los angel eg 72--51 Cloudy
Miami Beac 74 55 cldy
Mp1s-5t Paul 21 16 PCldy
New Qrileans 66 41 PCldy
New York City 42 26 -sSnow
Phoenix . 76 50 cCloudy
Salt_Lake City 51 24 Cloudy
san Francisco 55. 485 Rain
Seattle S5 34 Rain
washington,D.C. 45 25 Show
National Temperature ExXtremes
saturday:
High 82 at Mcallen, Tx.
tow -20 at orr, Mn.

Suspect held in Curry

ex-girlfriend, baby deaths

CHICAGO - Police said Saturday they had
arrested. a suspect in the slayings of the
former girlfriend of New York Knicks' player
Eddy Curry and her baby.

Police  spokeswoman Laura  Kubiak
confirmed Saturday that one person was in
custody.

Kubiak said police believe the person under
arrest killed Nova Henry and her infant
daughter, Ava, who were found dead of
muliiple gunshot wounds in their apartment
on Jan. 24.

Henry was the mother of ex-Chicago Bulls
player Curry's 3-year-old son. The boy was
found unharmed at the scene.

Knicks spokesman Jonathan Supranowitz
said to The Associated Press: "I am sorry.
Eddy has no comrent.”

Kubiak said she could not confirm details
of the arrest.

Arrest warrant prepared in Chandra Levy cas¢

WASHINGTON - Investigators in the 2001
glaying of Chandra Levy have prepared an
arrest warrant for a Salvadoran immigrant
convicted of similar attacks in the park where
the former intern-disappeared, a person close
to the investigation satd Saturday.

The person:told The Associated Press that
Ingmar Guandique's arrest is iruninent and an
official announcement is expected soon. The
person was not authorized to discuss the case
publicly and spoke on ' condition of
anonymity.

Levy had just completed an internship with
the U.S. Bureau of Prisons when she went
missing in May 200f in Washington, D:C.
The 24- year-old was wearing jogging clothes

when she vanished, and her remains w e
discovered in Rock Creek Park a year later.

Authorities questioned former U.S. Rp.
Gary Condit in Levy's-disappearance, but he
was never a suspect in her death. Condit v as
reportedly having an affair with Levy, and he
negative publicity froin the case was cited as
a main reason the Califormia lawmaker lost -e-
election in 2002.

Guandique, 27, has denied any involvem :nt
in Levy's disappearance and killing. Howen er,
investigators interviewed him in the Livy
case after he was convicted of attacking t vo
women joggers in Rock Creek Park sho.tly
after her disappearance,

Memorials held for Buffalo crash vietims

CLARENCE, N.Y. - Hundreds of mourners
gathered Saturday.to remember a Sept. 11
widow killed in a commuter plane crash and
the owner of the suburban Buffalo home that
was destroyed by the crash.

The two were among the 50 people who
died when Flight 3407 from Newark, N.J,
fell from the sky as it approached the Buffalo
airport on Feb, 12, killing all 49 people
aboard and a man who was in the house.

Beverly Eckert, 57, was aboard the
Continental Connection turboprop on her way
to her hometown to celebrate what would
have been the 58th birthday of her late
husband Sean Rooney. i

Bill Bourque, her brother-in-law, said i a
Buffalo church that Eckert carried the griet of
Rooney's death in.the buming World Tr: de
Center by becoming a prominent advocate ‘or
the families of the Sept. 11 victims.

"She was not it it to be a hero," he s:id.

"She was in it so that this would not hapj en

to anyone ever again. ... She did what she et
out to do. We love you Beverly™

Another service, in an auditorium at he
Clarence Middle School that Douglas
Wielinski's four danghters attended, honao ed
the owner of the two-story house who d ed
when the plane fell oh the Clarence home.

and cartoonist fired

NEW YORK - The head of the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored
People on Saturday urged readers to boycott
the New York Post; calling a cartoon that the
newspaper published. an. invitation to
assassinate President Barack Obama.

Benjamin Todd Jealous, the civil rights
group's president, called on the tabloid to
remove editor-in-chief Col Allan, as well as
longtime -cartoonist Sean Delonas.

Earlier this weel, the newspaper apologized
to anyone who might have been offended by
the image printed Wednesday, which some
say likens the nation's first black president to
a violent chimpanzee gunned down by police
in Connecticut. Jealous said the cartoon was
"an invitation to assassination.”

NAACP wants NY Post editor

On Thursday, after protests by notzole
fipures including divector Spike Lee, he
paper posted an editorial on its Web ite
saying the cartoon was meant to mock he
federal economic stimulus bill, but "to thse
who were offended by the image, we
apologize.”

A spokeswoman for the newspaper refer ed
The Associated Press to the paper's edito ial
when asked Saturday about the propoied
NAACP boycott.

Critics said the cartoon recalled histor cal
racial stereotypes of African-Americ ins
depicted as monkeys.

Jealous called the editorial "a half of an
apology, without elaboration."
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JIXC files for bankruptcy protection

PH LADELPHIA - The Joumal Register Co.
file | Saturday for bankruptcy protection from
its creditors and said slumping advertising
rev nue and ¢irculation are to blame.

It the Chapter 11 filing in U.S. Bankruptey
Covrt in  Manhattan, - Joumal Register
prorosed & restructuring plan in which it
wo iId cancel its stock and become a closely
hel | company controlled by its lenders.

Tie Yardley, Pa-based newspaper
put lisher reported $596 million in assets as
of Nov. 30 and $692 million in debt,
inc uding unpaid interest. Revenue has fallen
mo e than 20 percent since - 2006, the
cor ipany said in the court filing.

Ii the documents, company Chairman and
Ch af Executive . James W. Hall said the
rec ssion had placed an even greater burden
_ on w already distressed-industry.

C n Thursday, JP Morgan Chase & Co. and
26 f the company's 37 lenders agreed to the
reo ganization, “according to a statement

posted Saturday on the Journal Register's
corporate Web site.

A phone message left for company
spokesman Edward Yoakam at Journal
Register's corporate offices was not
irmmmediately returned.

The Journal Register owns 2{ daily and 159
non-daily newspapers and has about 3,500
employees.

In its filing, Jowrnal Register said it serves
greater Philadelphia, Michigan, Connecticut,
the greater Cleveland area and parts of New
York state. s newspapers include the New
Haven Register in Connecticut, a number of
suburban Philadelphia newspapers and the
Trentonian near Philadelphia.

Journal Register stock, which traded as high
as. $23.87 a decade ago, was removed from
the listings of the New York Stock Exchange
in Aprl. It traded for less than one cent on
Friday

V(an hit, killed by Mardi Gras parade float

NE &% ORLEANS - Police in Louisiana say a
ma 1 died after he fell off a Mardi Gras parade
flo. t and it hit him.

I' happened Saturday after a parade in the
Ca un town of Carencro, about 130 miles
we t of New Orleans.

[ afayette  Parish Sheriffs Lt Craig
Sta 1sbury says the 23-year-old was hit as the
flo t drove awsdy from the parade route.

Police didn't release his name because they
hadn't notified his family. Toxicology tests
will be performed on the driver and rider.

Crowds in cities and towns across
Louisiana are jamming parade routes this
weekend as part of celebrations leading up to
Mardi Gras, or Fat Tuesday, just before Ash
Wednesday ushers in Lent,

NASA delays shuttle launch a fourth time

CAPE CANAVERAL - NASA delayed the
lau xch of space shuttle Discovery for a fourth
tir : on Friday amid valve concerns, and
maagers are uncertain when the flight will
tak : place.

Eollowing a 13-hour meeting at Kennedy
Sp: ce Center; -shuttler managers decided
ag: inst launching next week, The launch had
bec n targeted for no sconer than Feb.-27; no
ne ¢ date was set.

( fficials said they believe they have a
rea istic shot at’launching Discovery to the
int- mational space station before mid-March.
Af er that, the shuttle would have to get in
lin : behind a Russian Soyuz launch with a
ne's/ space -station - crew, and the next
opi ortunity for Discovery would be after
Arilé.

NASA originally hoped to send Discovery
to the space station, with one final set of solar
wings, on Feb. 12. But extra tests were
ordered for the valves that control the flow-of
hydrogen gas into the extemal fuel - tank
during lifioff. One of -those .valves broke
during the last shuitle launch in November.

Shuttle program manager John ~Shannon
said "we were really, really close" to
approving the launch. But some of the test
data were not available until-late in the week
and did not allow for full scrutiny, and a few
small mistakes were found in the data.

"There was just a sense of unease that we
did not quite have the rigor that we typically
expect for a question like this,” Shannon told
reporters late Friday might. "Its a very
complicated problem.”

HILTON, MYERS TOP RAZZIES

Mike Myers' "The Love Guru” has found
some disciptes among Razzies volars
who plck Hollywood's lowest
achievernents.

And Paris Hilion is getting her own
Razzles moment with three awards all on
her own at a ceremony that spoofs the
Academy Awards on the eve of the
Oscars.

"The Love Guru” won three Razzies on
Saturday for worst picture, actor (Myers
in the title role) and screenplay, which
Myers co-wrote.

Hilton's three prizes are worst actress
for "The MHottie and the Nottie,”
supporting actress for "Repo! The
Genetic Opera” and screen couple
alongside either of her "Hottie” co-stars,
Christine Lakin or Jogi David Moora.

With three Razzies, Hilton tied the
record set last year by Eddie Murphy,
who won worst actor, supporting actor
and supporting actress for his multiple
roles in "Norbit.”

Pierce Brosnan was chosen as worsi
supporting actor for "Mamma Mial" The
worst-director Razzie went to Uwe Boll
for three movies: "In the Name of the
King: A Dungeon Siege Tale,” "1968:
Tunne! Rais™ and "Postal.”

SAINT LAURENT ART AUCTION

From the Picassos that graced his walls
to historic artifacts and hundreds of
sculpfires, the arwork that inspired late
fashion designer Yves Saint Laurent
went en display Saturday, three days
‘before it is auctioned.

" Billéd &s "the:gale of the century,” the

auction of the 733-piece collection will. -
disperse in thrég days a collection that
took Saint Laurent and his partner Fierre
Berge half a century to amass.

Highlights include Piet Mondrian's 1922
painting "Composition in Blue, Red,
Yellow and Black," whose squares of
saturated-colors inspired Saint Laurent's
legendary 1965 shift dress; a wooden
sculpture by Romanian Constantin
Branctisi that is expected to sell for
euro15 million-eiira20 million ($19
miilion-$25 million); and a pair of bronze
animal-heads that disappeared from a
Beijing palace. in 1860 and that China
row wants removed:from the auction
and returned.

The lot {hat's expecdted fo fetch the
highest price is a 1914-1815 Plicasso
painting of a guitar, "Instruments de
musigue sur un gueridon,” (Musical
Instrumenits on a Table) from the
Spanish artist's cubist period.
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"Wrestler' wins top indie honors

SANTA MONICA, California - The sports
comeback tale "The Wrestler" was picked as
best picture Satirday at the Spirit Awards
honoring independent film and won two other
prizes, including best actor for Mickey
Rourlke.

A tuneup for the Academy Awards on
Sunday, the Spirit Awards featured several
winners also up for Oscars, including three of
the four acting choices - Rourke, best-actress
recipient Melissa Leo for "Frozen River" and
supporting-actress pick Penelope. Cruz for
"Vicky Cristina Barcelona."

Rowke gave a prolonged, hilarious,
expletive-laden acceptance speech, dedicating
the award to Loki, his beloved Chihuahua that
died six days earlier, and thanking everyone
. from his director, Darren Aronofsky, to the
wrestling community.

He mentioned that he had just talked with
the Santa Monica police department, which
"gave me a bed-to sleep in 10 years ago,”
when Rourke was in the midst of the bad-boy

behavior that made him a Hollywood
has-been until his comeback in recent years
with films such as "Sin City" and "The
Wrestler."

The filim stars Rourke as a washed-up
former star with a last shot at glory in the
ring. It also took the cinematography award
for Maryse Alberti. The crowd gave Rourke a
standing ovation and he received hugs and
backslaps from audience members as he
headed to the stage.

"I.didn't realize how many. closet Mickey

~ Rourke fans there were," Aronofsky said

backstage. "That's been the biggest surprise of
the whole trip."

Momentarily forgetting co-star Marisa
Tomei's name, Rourke later complimented her
for her role as a stripper in "The Wrestler,"
which earned her a supporting-actress Oscar
nomination.

"Not many girls can climb the pole,”
Rourke said. "She climbed the pole, and she
did it well,"

TV: Which actress provides the voice of
Marge Simpson in ‘The Simpsons'?
FOOD & DRINK: What kind of meat is
used to make pastrami?

PATRON SAINTS: Augustine of Hippo,
Wenceslaus and Luke the Apastle are al
patron saints of which group of people? |

{Answers on Page 8)

INMATE IMPERSONATION

MADISON, Wis. - A Madison man
already-serving time for impersonating
an officer apparently hasn't learned his
lesson. o

Thirty-year-old Joshua D. Kay is
charged with a new count of
impersonating an officer. At an initial
court appearance Friday he stood mute
so the court entered a plea of not guiity.

 Headland SatNews CROSSWORD No. 53

ACROSS {
1. - -, boxer (5,3) !

Headland SatNews SUDOKU

5. Silly mistake (4)

9. Simoa -, the Saint (7)
10. Turn, bend (5}
11. Trunk (4)

718151412

12, Hindrance (7)

[4. Breakout (6)
£6. Old sailor (3,3)
19. Cur (7)

21. Venice leader {4)
-24. Deserve (5) .

25. Coach (1)
26. - Gwynn (4)

27. Lover's song (8)

4 DOWN

. Fill (4)
. Range (of emations) (5)

[um—
—

. Soused herring (7)

. Ready for danger (2,5}

. Amount broken (8)

24111719

1
2
3
4, Seize and hold (6}
6
7
8

. Delay (4)
i3. Steercr (5)
15. Direct order (7)
i7. Final chess moves (7)
i8. Dress:(6)

SOLUTION

20. Ritual (4)
22. Large jib sail (3}
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RULES & SOLUTION
The object is to fili in
the squares so that
each row, column &
box contains the
numbers {-9.

Numbers may not be
repeated in the same
columnn & row.
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M aryland stuns UNC

CC _LEGE PARK, Md. - Greivis Vasquez did
sor iething no Maryland player had done since
19% 7, and the Terrapins pulled off an upset
tha was almost as remarkable.

\ asquez had a career-high 35 points and 11
rebrunds and 10 assists - Maryland's first
triy te-double in 22 years - and the Terrapins
ral] ed from a 16-point deficit to shock No. 3
No th Carolina 88-85 in overtime Saturday,
ending the Tar Heels' 10-game winning
stroak. o

" just have no words o describe this
fee ing right now," Vasquez said. "It was an
un! elievable game. I've played bigtime
gal xes at Maryland, but 1 put that game on the
tOr L

Y asquez, a junior guard, was sensational

" ear y and late. He scored Maryland's first 16
po ats, and in overtime hit a pivotal 3-pointer
wit 1 1:15 left and made two free throws with
5.4 seconds remaining to put the Temrapins up
by hree.

¢ fter North Carolina's Ty Lawson lost the
ba . while heading toward the basket just
be ore the buzzer, many of the 17,950 fans
stc med the court to celebrate the unlikely
up et.

it the center of the celebration was
M ryland coach Gary Williams, who came
unler fire earlier this season afier the
Te rapins slipped under .500 in the Atlantic
Cc ast Canference after losing to Duke by 41
po nts and North Carolina by 17.

'Fvery Marvland fan should be grateful
be muse that man right there can coach,”
Vesquez said. Tt :

I.ven North Carolina coach Roy Williams
of 2red words of praise for his counterpart,
sa ing, "The best team won today. The
sttonger team, the tougher team, the
be ter-coached team. Serry to be so blunt, but
thi O's the way it was." =

" 'he triple-double by Vasquez was the first
fo Maryland (17-9, 6-6) since Derrick Lewis
dic it twice in 1987.

'Greivis had a heck of a game," North
C:rolina guard Wayne Ellington said. "He
my; de shots and got his team going. On the
otl er hand, we were flat out there. We were
be ng selfish and weren't playing as a team."

"he evidence: North Carolina finished with
fis = assists.

- .awson led the Tar Heels (24-3, 10-3) with
24 poirts, Danny Green had 18 and Tyler
H: nsbrough had 11 points and 11 rebounds.
Bit North Carolina got only five peints from
its bench, compared to 41 by Maryland.

NBA

Miami 97, Philadelphia 91
s5an Antonio 98, washwngtun 67
New Orleans B8
Dallias 116, sacramento 95
Golden State 133, okTahoma City 120

NHL
Pittsburgh 5,.Philadelphia 4
Chicago pallas 1

Montreal 5, Otiawa 3
san 1gse 3, Atlanta I
Phoenix 6, Los angeles 3
Buffalo 4, N.Y. Rangers 2

da 2, Boston O
Anaheim_ 5, Columbus 2
N.Y. Istanders 4, New_Jersey O
vancouver 3, Toronto 2, S0
M1nges_.ota. 5, Detrait, 2
Naghville 1, st. Louwis 0, OT
Edmonton 2, SO

COLLEGE BASKETBALL
Men's Top 25

Connecticut %1
Texas 73, 0OkTa
Maryland 88
pittsburgh t4%
Memphis 25) 0, XN :
LouisvilTe” (7Y 72, cincinnati 63
Marguette (10) 78, Georgetown 72
Missouri éll; 66, Colorado 53

Kansas (1 0, Nebraska 53

cCalgary 3,

64, south Florida 50
oma (2) &8
North Carolina_ {3} 85 OT
Eg, gePauT 61

Gohzaga 3 92, Pepperdine 58
Purdug (£ Y} Bi, Indggna 67
washington st . UcLA (20) 81
Butier (2 75, Davidson 63

washington (223 60, southern ca’l SL
LSU (2 79, _Auburn 72
saint Louwis 57, Dayton (25) 49

Women's Tog 25
0k1ahoma EZ 66, Baylor &5) 58
stanfor 4} 68, oOregon 49

62, Ofegon St. 40

california EG%

Louisville (8) 70, villanova 56

Texas A&M (14) 76, Texas :(12) &5
Kansas St. CLE) 72, Colorado’ 60
Xavier (17) .70, saint toygis 67

pittshurgh” (19)_68, Cincinnati 53
s.pakata St. 22) 70, N.Dakota st. 36
Arizona st. (25) 60, Arizona 53

CUff Tucker contributed a career-high 22
points to that total on 8-for-12 shooting.

"Before the game, Coach wrote on the
board, 'Someone nobody knows needs to step
up tonight," Tucker said. "I just got it in my
mind the whole night that I wanted to be that

After Green scored the first basket in
overtime, Tucker made a layup and Vasquez
nailed a 3-pointer to give the Terrapins their
first lead since 18-17. Lawson tied it with a
3-pointer, but Vasquez put Maryland back in
ftrlont by coolly making a shot from beyond
the arc.

Abrams' 23 points leads Texas
past No. 2 Oklahoma

AUSTIN, Texas - Texas' AJ. Abrams was
firing away and knocking down shots while
Odklahoma's Blake Griffin sat on the bench in
a daze.

The Longhomns' little guy was scoring
points in bunches and the Sooners’ big man
was clonded by a concussion sustained in the
first half.

Abrams' burst of 16 straight points over the
final 8 minutes and the injury to one of the
best playess in the country were too much for
the No. 2 Sconers to overcome in a 73-68
Texas victory that snapped Oklahoma's
13-game winning streak.

The loss also likely spoiled the Sooners'
chance at grabbing their first No. 1 ranking
since 1990.

"I feel like with Blake playing it would have
been a different game and 1 feel like with him
we would have won," said Oklahoma's
freshman guard Willie Warren, who led the
Sconers with 27 poiats.

But Griffin played only 11 minutes, all in
the first half, and the Big 12's leading scorer
and rebounder finished with two points and
three rebounds. It appeared Griffin turned on
the baseline o take a shot and ran into the
open hand of 300-pound Texas forward
Dexter Pittman. He left the game with about 4
minutes left in the half and didn't return.

"Those are two sirong guys. When they hit,
that's a big enough collision right there,"
Texas coach Rick Barnes said.

Warren kit six 3-pointers to lead Oklahoma
(25-2, 11-1 Big 12}. Abrams finished with 23
points and Damion James scored 16 for the
Longhoms { 18-8, 7-3).

Abrams staried his run of covsecutive
points with a 3-pointer that put Texas up
56-50. He finished it with another 3 over two
defenders to put the Longhors up 69-65 with
1:17-to play.

*T talked to him a bit and asked him if he
could stop hitting shots to help us out a bit,
but he didn't kisten," Warren said,

After the Sooners cut the lead to one on
Juan Patillo's putback layup, Pitunan grabbed
an offensive rebound before powering over
three - Sooners for the basket. Oklehoma's
Tosnty Crocker missed a 3-pointer to tie before
Abrams drew a foul and made his two free
throws.

Warren, the Big 12's top scoring freshman,
did his best to carry the Sooners on the court
where he won a Texas state high school
championship last season. He was 10 of 20
from the floor and his six assists but it was
clear the Sooners missed their leader Griffin.

Blair dominates again, Pitt
tops DePaul

PITTSBURGH - Dejuan Blair became
tangled with DePaul’'s Matija Poscic as the
two went for a rebound early in the game, but
only for a moment. Once he realized Blair
was pulling him as well as the ball, Poscic
quickly yanked his arm away.
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One could almost read Poscic's mind: Uhh,
uhh, not happening to me.

Blair outmuscled DePaul inside for 20
points and 18 rebounds while sctting No. 4
Pittsburgh's two-game record for rebounds,
and the Panthers pulled away early in the
second half for an 80-61 victory on Saturday
night.

Blair, averaging 20 points during Pitt's
seven-game winning streak, followed up his
dominating 22-point, 23-rebound .effort in a
76-68 win at No. 1 Connecticut on Monday
with a similar can't-stop-me show, gathering
13 rebounds in the first 13 minutes and 16 by
halftime.

In that game, Blair signaled carly on that he
didn't care if he was on the Huskies' home
court, in front of their fans, he planned to take
charge. He did that by effectively tossing
7-foot-3 Hasheemn Thabeet over his shoulder
during a rebound - and, intimidated or not,
Thabeet ended with only 5 points and 4
rebounds.

No wonder Poscic wasnt about to
experience a Thabeet-like takedown.

‘1 started laughing, man, because he got his
arm out quick,” Blair said. T was spatching
the ball. I think he saw what happened. He
wasn't going to go over me and fly into: the
Zoo" - referring to the QOakland Zoo, the Pitt
student section.

Blair's 41 rebounds in successive games
surpassed the Pitt record of 38 by former
NBA player Jerome Lane.

UConn beats USF

HARTFORD, Conn. - It wasn't a bounce-back
blowout, but No. | Connecticut responded to
its secorid loss of the season by grinding out
its 14th win in 15 games. Hasheem Thabeet
had 21 points and nine rebounds as the
Huskies beat South Florida 64-50 on
Saturday. '

The 7-foot-3 junior blocked six shots and
showed no ill effects from a hyperextended
shoulder when he was flipped by Pittsburgh's
DeJuan Blair in the Huskies' 76-68 loss on
Monday. .

A.J. Price had 11 points and Jeff Adrien had
nine points and 15 rebounds for UConn
{25-2, 13-2 Big East), which reached the
25-win mark for the 11th time in the last 20
years.

"It was one of those games where the ball
wasn't falling in the hole offensively, but we
still played good defense," Adrien said. "It
shouldn't worry us. We just have to play
better offensively and score some baskets."

Augustus Gilchrist had 15 points to lead
South Florida (8-18, 3- 11), while Dominique
Jones added 14. The Bulls, who have never
beaten UConn in seven tries, lost their fourth
straight.

The Huskies, who were playing their third
game without injured guard Jerome Dyson,
their top outside threat, were just 1-0of-7 from
3-point range.

But that 3-pointer, by Price, made it 51.40,
and was part of a 14-4 run that put the game
out of reach.

"We feel like we can win any style of game,
whether it be slow or up-tempo or physical,”
Price said. "Tonight showed it. The game was
played at their pace, but we still prevailed.”

Crabtree fo miss workouts
with stress fracture

INDIANAPOLIS - Texas Tech's Michael
Crabtree wanted to solidify his status as the
top receiver in the NFL draft at this weekend's
scouting combine. Instead, he left more
questions than answers.

On Saturday, NFL. doctors -diagnosed
Crabtree with a stress fracture in his left foot.
He reportedly will need surgery to insert a
screw and might face a recovery of 10 or
more weeks.

“It's not a career-ending injury or anything
like that," Bears coach Lovie Smith said.
"He's a good football player, and he's got
plenty of time to-get well."

NFL officials would not immediately
confimm details of the injury or the surgery,
though coaches were told about it during
Saturday's first drlls. Crabtree was not
scheduled to work out until Sunday.

NFL Network first reported the injury. Only
its reporters are permitted inside the seating
area of Lucas Qil Stadivm, where workouts
are held. Crabtree was not available for
interviews Saturday.

All of the roughly 330 piayers at the
combine spend their first day getting
meastired and going through medical checks.
Those with additional questions are often sent
to a nearby hospital for further examination.

That's apparently when Crabtree's injury
was discovered, culminating a bad week.

Mickelson pulls away at
Riviera

LOS ANGELES - Phil Mickelson showed up
early Saturday to work with swing coach
Buich Harmon, then ran off four straight
birdies late in his round for a S-under 62 to
build a four-shot lead going into the final
round of the Northern Trust Open.

Five players had at least a share of the lead
at one point in the third round, but what had
been shaping up as a shootout at Riviera soon
turned into a showcase for Mickelson.

years: A

It began with an tee shot into 4 fect on he
par-3 14th for the outright lead. Mickel: on
followed that with an 8-foot birdie on he
15th, a 35-foot birdie on the 16th, and an
up-and-down from the bunker on the pe -5
17th for his fowth straight birdie. He har a
t0-foot birdie putt on the 18th to tie he
course record, but hit the putt too hed.
Mickelson was at 16-under 197.

Andres Romero of Argentina birdied s
last three holes for a 65 and could remain he
last obstacle for Mickelson. It was Rom 1o
who made 10 birdies in 16 holes during he
final round at Carnoustie two years ago wt en
he nearly won the British Cpen.

They will be joined in the last group by
Fred Couples, who was poised to give hims :1f
a good chance to win only to have a fami ar
figure spoil the occasion. Mickelson :nd
Couples were in the.last group at the 2()6
Masters when Lefty outlasted him over he
final five holes.

Mason's return nets 25; Spuis
top Wizards

WASHINGTON - Oh, the humiliation! " he
player that got away, Roger Mason, cor es
back with the San Antonio Spurs and dr ps
25 points - on a night the awful Washing on
Wizards post their lowest points total in ix
season of embarrassment  ‘or
president Emie Grunfield's front office ait
another low Saturday as the travel-we ry
Spurs beat the Wizards 98-67.

San Antonio wrapped up its annual roceo
road stretch with a 5-3 record, while
Washington was- left to wonder how rm ch
better than 30 games under .500 it would b« if
Mason were still playing in his hometown.

"That's what we need," Wizards forw xd
Antawnt Jamison said. "We need a vete an
who knows how to play the game, a guy v ho
can play multiple positions, a guy who (an
knock -down big shots, a guy who is
defensively sound. That's a luxury we had | 1st
year, and that's a luxury we don't have 11iis
year." o

Mason went 9-for-15 from the firld,
including 5-for-9 from 3-point range, and 1 ad
10 points and two steals in the 19-4 run tiat
capped the third quarter and gave the Spwis a
78-57 lead. He was done for the night a er
that, taking a place on the bench as co: ch
Gregg Popovich rested his starfers in he
blowout.

"Definitely wasn't 'just another game," s iid
Mason, who was born in the nation's cap tal
and played the last two seasons with he
Wizards. "It's always exciting playing in i mt
of family and friends. Washington Bull ts,
growing up here, then playing for them or
two years. I'l] see these guys in the summer "
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M chael Finley added 19 points, and Tim | NBA STANDINGS

Dur can had 12 points and 11 rebounds for
the Spurs, who-jumped to-a 19-9 lead and
wer ; never seriously threatened by the worst
tear) in the Fastem Conference. The win
caped 10,761 miles of travel over 19 days
whi ¢ their home court was occupied by the
ann 1al San Antonio Stock Show and Rodeo.

Hirnets

SA .T LAKE CITY - On a night he had 13
assists, Deron Williamg' most memorable
pas - came after-the final buzzer. - :

V illiams walked across the court after
Utat's 102-88 win over New Orleans and
har led the game ball to Gail Miller, the wife
of iwner Larry H. Miller one day after his
dez h.

F om the pregame moment of silence on,

the & was no doubt that this one was for
Lary. )

"'s great to win on a night like this. We
wa ited to win for Lamry and-the whole Miller
fan ily," said Williams, who scored 20 points
for Utah. "They're going through a tough time
an¢ hopefully this can ease their pain just a
litt = bit for one night"-- - .,

b liller, 64, died Friday of complications
fron diabetes. His usual couriside seat
rer ained empty Saturday night, a noticeable
rer inder on a night full of gestures in Miller's
me nory. A short video tribute was shown
betore the moment of silence and a lone
spc tlight shined down on the empty blue
ch: ir across from the visitors' bench.

" Sometimes emanations aud everything get
im olved and everybody handles it a little
dif ‘erently. We made it through a tough time
tocay," said Utah's Jerry Sloan, who was
prc moted from assistant to coach by Miller in
19:8. '"Repardless of ~ what happens
da ~to-day, you still have a job to do. And in
res sect to Larry Miller and his family, that's
wt at we were supposed to do." '

t lehmet Okur scored 25 and Paul Millsap
ha! 12 points and 10 rebounds for Utah,
which will wear patches with the initials
LE M for the rest of the season.

Q niet Twins break their
si ence, sign 3B Crede

Fr.m across the diamond, Minnesota Twins
i nager Ron Gardenhire aiways admired the
wi y Joe Crede played - good glove, pop in his
ba , hard-nased guy.

{ jardenhire and the Twins are going to get a
cit se-up look from now on.

|
|
;

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

W L Pct GB
Boston 44 12 786 -
philadelphia 27 27 .500 16
New Jersey 24 32 429 20
New York 23 31 426 20
Toronto 21 36 368 23 1/2
Southeast Division
orlando AG 14 741 -
Atlanta 32 23 582 8§ 1/2
Miami 29 25 537 11
Charlotte 22 33 .400 18 1/2
washingten 13 43 232 28
Central Division
Cleaveland 42 11 792 -
petroit 27 26 509 15
Milwaukee 27 31 466 17 1/2
chicago 25 30 .455 1B
Indiana 23 34 404 21
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division
San Antonio 37 17 685 -
Houston 34 21 618 3 1/2
pailas 33 22 600 4 1/2
New Orleans 32 22 .593 5
Memphis 15 40 273 22 1/2
Northwest Division
penver 37.. 183 .673 -
portland 34 20 630 2 1/2
utah 33 23 .589 4 1/2
Mminnasota 18 & 36 333 18 1/2
pklahoma City 13 43 232 24 1/2
Pacific Division
L.A, Lakers 45 10 818 -
rhoehix 31 23 574 13 1/2
Golden State 20 - 36 357 25 1/2
L. AL Clippers 13 - 42 236 32
Sacramento 12 45 211 34
NHL STANDINGS
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

W L.OT Pts GF GA
New_ Jerse 38 18- 3 79 182 151
Phﬂade'lpi{ria 31 17 9 71 189 169
N.¥Y. Rangers 31 23 6 68 149 167
pittshurgh 29 25 6 64 183 186
MN.Y. Islanders 18 35 & 42 144 198
Northeast Division
Boston 40 11 8 88 197 133
Montreal 31 22 7 69 184 184
Buffale 3123 6 68 179 168
Toronto 2126 12 54 177 217
Ottawa 22 27 9 53 144 168
Southeast Division
washington 37 17 5 79 196 170
Florida 30 21 B8 68 166 150
Carolina 30 25 5 65 157 174
Tampa Bay 19 28°12 50 148 188
Atlanta 21 33 6 48 176 211
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division
petroit 3913 8 86 228 177
chicage 34 15 8 76 193 141
columbus 30 24 6 66 165 169
Nashville 28 28 4 60 142 168
st. Louis 25 26 B S8 1a5 178

Headland Media produces the
market-leading Headland SaiNews service,
incorporating the News On-Board and
HotelNewspapers brands. The service covers
30 countries in more than 11 languages and is
delivered daily by e-mail or via satellite.

Tel: +44 151 236 4124 (UK}

and +1 954 492 2292 (US)

E-mail: news@headlandmedia.com
Wehsite: www. headlandmedia,com

Northwest Division

calgary 35 18 6 76 187 173
Vancouver 30 21 8 &8 181 170
E¢dmonton 28 25 5 B3 165 182
Minnesgta 28 24 4 62 149 134
Colorado 28 30 1 57 13 181
Pacific Division

San_lJose 40 8 9 89 199 14
pallas 29 22 7 6% 174 179
Anzhetim 29 275 63 173 177
Lps Angeles 25 24 9 59 155 170
Phoenix 27 Z8 3 59 156 18

After sitting idle for more than four months
following a season in which they lost to the
White Sox in-a one-game playoff for the AL
Central title, the Twins agreed to terms with
Crede on a one-year deal on Saturday.

Provided Crede's back holds up, he will fill
a major need for the Twins at third base.

The 30-year-old Crede had major back
surgery in each of the last two seasons. He hit
248 with 17 homers and 55 RBIs last season
for Chicago. But the All-Star played sparingly
in the second half because of recurring back
trouble, which limited him to 47 games in
2007.

"We've been thinking about this guy for a
while, never knowing whether it was going to
work out or not. But it finally has"
Gardenhire said. "When his pname was out
there recommended, 1 said yeah, I would love
to have this guy. Absolutely.”

"] have never talked io Joe Crede besides
saying 'how are you doing? on the field.
You're killing me, take it easy on me."

Twins general manager Bill Smith and
assistant GM Rob Antony negotiated off and
on with Crede's agent, Scott Boras, for mare
than two months without reaching a deal. The
San Francisco Giants also showed interest in
the free agent. ’

Crede topped 20 homers in three straight
years, including a career- high 30 in 2000,
before back problems held him io 144 games
total in the last two seasons.

Busch gets Saturckj\}7 "sweep

FONTANA, Calif. - Kyle Busch did
something Saturday no one has done before
in NASCAR, winnping twice in the same day.
Busch added a domimating NASCAR
Nationwide Series victory under the lights o
an overpowering tiuck win earlier in the day
at Auto Club Speedway.
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The 23-year-old speedster, who led 95 of
100 laps in winning the Camping World
Truck Series race, was out front for 143 of
150 laps on the 2-mile oval to earn his 22nd
Nationwide victory. That made him the first
driver to win-races in two NASCAR national
touring series in the same day.

Former series champion Carl Edwards beat
Buseh out of the pits on the last pit stops by
the leaders Saturday night, but Busch
powered back into the lead on the restart 16
laps from the end and pulled away.

"It's awesome," Busch said after climbing
out of his No. 18 Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota.
"This is just & blast. It's pretty special to beat
guys like Carl and Kevin (Harvick). To win
here twice in one day is even more special. ...
This was pretty close to a perfect day."

Despite building leads of up to 11 seconds
at times during the race, it all came down to
the restart on lap 135 after Edwards beat
Busch out of the pits by the length of the
hood on his No. 60 Ford to take the lead and
threaten to end Busch's dominance.

But Busch wasn't going to let that happen.

On the restart, Busch nudged Edwards and
dove under him as Harvick, in third, made it
three-wide for several seconds before
Edwards slipped all the way to fifth. Busch
easily led the rest of the way, beating Harvick
to the finish line by 1.011 seconds - most of
the. front straightaway and almost the same
margin he had in beating Todd Bodine in the
truck race.

Giants GM not counting on
return of Burress

INDIANAPOQOLIS - General manager Jerry
Reese wants Plaxico Burress to wear a New
York Giants uniform next season. He's just
not sure it will happern.

Reese, who attended the NFL's annual
scouting combine Saturday, said he's planning
for .all scenarios, including keeping the
suspended wide receiver who shot himself in
the leg at a nightclub last season.

[ hope he's motivated, but the legal process
15 what's most important right now and his

health is what's most important right now," -

Reese said. "But we'll prepare as if he's not
going to be here, and if he is, it's a bonus.”

Burress faces felony charges of criminal
possession of a weapon relating to the
shooting, which could result in a prison
sentence of 3 12 to 15 years ifhe's convicted.

Reese would not comment on the e-mail
sent last week by Drew Rosenhaus, Burress'
agent, to NFL teams saying three clients
wanted to be traded. Burress was oné of them.

Despite the trouble surrounding Buiress,
Reese said he would take the 31-year-old
player back with some caveats,

i 5i1§%§§1

TV: Julie Kavner provides the voice of
Marge-in 'The Simpsons'.

FOOD & DRINK: Pastrami is made of
beef,

PATRON SAINTS: Augustine of Hippo,
Wenceslaus and Luke the Apostle are afl
patron saints of brewars,

PAVLIK STOPS RUBIO

YOUNGSTOWN, Ohio - No longer
perfact, Kelly Pavlik is still the best
rmiddlieweight in the world,

Dominating overmatched Marco

Antonio Rubio from the start, Pavlik
emphatically rebounded from his first
career loss Saturday night:by stopping
the Mexican challenger after the ninth
round before a raucous hometown crowd
that arrived more than 5 hours early to
see its hero.

The pride of Youngstewn: gave them
something to.remember.

Paviik ouiclassed and outpunched
Rubio almost the entire fight, hurting him
in the eighth round and battering him
threughout the ninth, after which-Rubio's
corner decided he couldn't continue.

"There's no place like home. There

was a lot of pressure on me for this fight
but it's great to bounce back in my
hometown,” Pavlik said. "It was electric.”
tn the co-main event of a split-site
doubleheader, Miguel Cotfo. came back
from his own first career loss:to knock
out Michael Jennings.in the fifth round
and capture the vacant WBO
welierweighi title at New York's Madison
Square Garden.

It was just the second time Pavlik

(35-1, 31 KOs) had fought in his
hometown since 2001, long before he-
stunned-Jermain Tayior to win the WBO
and WBC middleweight titles. In his-only
other defense since then, the scrawny
middleweight champien stepped
unheralded Gary Lockett in the third
reund in Atlantic City, N.J.

Carrying tremendous momentum away
from that fight, Pavlik accepted a
170-pound houi against Bernard
Hopkins last October, Batlling bronchitis
and a troublesome slbow leading up-to i,
the savvy ring veteran dominated Paviik
in a surprisingly one-sided loss.

Rubio proved to be the perfect antidote

for any hangover.

"We want him to be like gveryone els¢ as
far as the team structure is involved," Re:se
said. "Plaxico is 2 New.York Giant right o w,
so I don't know what it means to 'have | im
back.' He hasn't gone anywhere yet."

The disparity between Burress' presence nd
absence was remarkable,

With Burress, the Giants were one of the
league's best. He made the winning catct in
the Giants' 2008 Super Bowl victory, nd
helped:-lead - them to an. 1l-1 record. ast
season.

Without him, it was easier for defeniive
coordinators to game plan against the Gian s.

Crosby leads Pens past Flyeu ;

PHILADELPHIA - Sidney Crosby got just the
break the Pittsburgh Penguins needed to :nd
their road woes.

Crosby scored his second goal of the g me
with Flyers goalie Martin Biron nowhere r ear
the. net, helping the Penguins teat
Philadelphia 5-4 Saturday for their first rad
win in nearly six weeks.

"It was redlly a good break," Crosby s id.
"You can't really blame the goalie.”

Try selling that to the largest regular-sea .on
crowd in Flyers history (19,992). -

Biron's trouble started when he- drifted jut
toward the hash marks of the right circlt to
stop Pascal:Dupuis' breakaway. He spraw led
out on all fours and failed to secure the puck,
then tried to dump it behind him towar| a
teammate.

Dupuis snagged the puck and sent it tow wrd
the empty net where Crosby was there for the
gift goal, his 23rd, with 2:15 left in the gar e.

Biron, who had 22 saves, said his reac on
was simply to get rid of the puck.

"T made a bad play and it ends up in the
net," he said. "Looldng back, you say, ' ust
get it to the corner. Get it to the boards. E ren
let it stay alive and let the guys recover,' b it 1
Jjust kind of got anxious and got rid of it.

"1t ends up losing the game.”

The Penguins will gladly take it; They 1ad
dropped all five road games since their ast
win away from: Pittshurgh, on Jan. 13, ; Iso
against the Flyers.

AC Milan not raising offer fir
Beckham

MILAN - The vice president of AC M lan
says the club's offer of $3 million for D: vid
Beckham was the market rate and it won" be
increased. .

The Los Angeles Galaxy. recently turied
down the offer, calling it ‘ridiculous.! Adri no
Galliani said in Saturday editions of La
Gazzetta dello Sport there won't be ano her
offer.
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Sarkozy lance 'un

message

d'espoir' aux agriculteurs

PARIS - Le président de la République,
Nicolas Sarkozy, a inauguré samedi le salon
de lagriculture de Paris, en langant un
"message d'espoir” aux agriculteurs et aussi
aux plus jeunes dentre eux, leur assurant
qu"il y a de l'avenir, qu'ils. peuvent croire
dans leur métier".

Pendant prés de deux heures, le chef de
'Etat, qui était accompagné du ministie de
U'Agriculture Michel Barnier, a sacrifié & [a
tradition en parcourant quelques stands du
saton. )

[l a serré les mains et caressé les vaches
alors gu'une cohue indescriptible a suivi le
président pendant toute sa visite, rythmée par
les "Nicolas" "Nicolas" dune "claque” de
symathisants bien erchestrée.

Le président s'est arrété & plusieurs reprises
pour admirer les races de bovins, le fleuron de
la génétique frangaise a {'export.

[i a eu l'occasion d'apprécier de nombreux
spécimens, limousines, charolaises,
parthenaises,  simmentals, ou encore

primholstein, de vraies bétes de concours,

coiffées et recoiffées, pour les faire paraitre
sous leur meilleur jour.

Contrairement & son prédécesseur Jacques
Chirac qui gofitait largement aux produits du
terrair, Nicolas Sarkozy s'est contenté d'avaler
un chocolat & la fin d'un parcours mené au pas
de charge.

"T'espére qu'il mange de la viande
chevaline”, a lancé un des animatews de
stands au passage de la  caravane
présidentielle. "Il doit en manger car it court
vite", hui a répondu un de ses alter ego.

Le chef de I'Etat a aussi écouté les
doléances des éleveurs, inquiets du virage que
prendra la prochaine politigue agricole
commune 24 partir de 2013, Et plus
immédiatement de la redistribution des aides
agricoles que doit annoncer lundi Michel
Barnier pour relancer certaines productions.

"Je voulais d'abord adresser un message
d'espoir & 'agriculture”, a lancé M. Sarkozy 4
la presse & I'issue de sa visite.

Gu‘adeldupe: Woerth adopte des
mesures douanieres de soutien

PARIS - Le ministre du Budget Eric Woerth a
annoncé samedi l'adoption de "mesures
douaniéres exceptionnelles pour soutenir les
entreprises . en  Cuadelfoupe"; comme la
possibilité de reporter les ¢chéances de
paiement ou de solliciter leur échelonnement,
d'aprés un communiqué.

Le leader du LKP Elie Domota a réagi en
qualifiant ces mesures de "bonne idée".

Ces mesures "vont dans e sens d'aider les
entreprises, je crois que c'est une bonne idée”,
a déclaré le dirigeant syndical sur France 24.
Il a précisé quelies allaient bénsficier
notamment aux "pefites entreprises qui omt
des difficultés d'accés au marché ou bien
d'acces au financement".

Pour répondre aux “événements qui
affectent awjourdhui la Guadeloupe (et) se
traduisent par des difficultds économiques et
financiéres importantes pour les entreprises",
Eric Woerth a décidé, "en accord avec la
région Guadeloupe, la mise en oeuvre sans
délai dun train de mesures douaniéres
exceptionnelles”, indique f¢ communiqué du
ministére.

11 s'agit de "la possibilité de reporter d'un a
trois mois les dchéances de paiement de
l'ensemble des droits et taxes de douane
(dédouanement, coatributions indirectes,
octroi de mer extemne et en régime intérieur)”
ou de’ “solliciter ['dchelonnement des
paiements sur une période de 3 & 12 mois".

Headland S t Jews

| ISRAEL BOMBARDE LE |IBAN

EL QLAILE, Liban - Israél a bombarda 1
Tartiferie samedi la région d'el-Qails, ¢ 1 1s
. le sud du Liban, en représailles 4 des t =

. de roquettes sur I'Etat hébreu & partir ¢ 1

« territoire libanais, ravivant les tensions & ns
: cette région frontaliére.

Selon la radio publique israélienne, u «
fermme a été légerement blessée prés <€ la
ville de Maalot, proche de la frontiare
libanaise, par I'explosion d'une roquetie
tirée du Liban.

Les urgences israéliennes ont fait &ta
pour leur part de "trois blessés légers"
israéliens.

MADAGASCAR: RAJOELINA A
RENCONTRE LE PRESIDENT

ANTANANARIVO - Le maire destitug
d'Antananarivo, Andry Rajoelina, a
rencontré samedile président Marc
Ravalomanana, pour la premiére fois
depuis e début fin janvier de la crise gt
secoue Madagascar, a indiqué entour: ¢ 2
de M. Rajoelina.

"La renconire a eu lieu. Elle a duré 4F
minutes", a déclaré sous couvert
d'anonymat un proche collaborateur de v,
Rajoslina, en précisant que les deux
hommes s'étaient vus au sigge de
{'épiscopat 3 Antananarivo.

i De méme source, on s'estrefusé ato i 2
lindication: sur la teneur des échanges e it e
le chef de I'Etat et le maire destitué,

{LA DISCRIMINATION GENETIQUE : 5T
'UN ATTENTAT', DIT LE PAPE

CITE DU VATICAN - Le pape Benoit X2 | 3
icondamné samedi “les discriminations
icontre les personnes, les peuples ou le
ethnies baséss sur des facteurs génatic 1 s
comme un atientat contre humanité
entiére”, dans une nouvelle critique con
'eugénique.

"Il'est necessaire de reiterer que toute

. discrimination &xercée (...} contre des

ipersonnes, des peuples ou des sthnias 3 r
lla base de différences provenant de via s
U supposés facteurs génétiques est un
attentat contre 'humanité entiére”, a dé« i ré
la pape en recevant les participants au
cangras *Les nouvelles frontiéres de [a
genétique et les risques de 'eugénique”
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La des échappés de I'hdpital
piychiatrique s'est présenté a
It gendarmerie

VANNES - L'un des” deux patients qui
s' laient échappés vendredi soir de Phopital
ps vchiatrique de Saint-Avé (Morbihan) en
ar achant une fenétre du quartier fermé s'est
piisenté spontanément 4 la gendarmerie de
Jesselin samedi matin, a-t-on appris auprés
de s gendarmes et de la préfecture.

L'homme s'est préseté -spontanément ce
mitin 4 la gendarmerie de Josselin en
ccmpagnie de sa soeur”, ont-ils indiqué. Il
st git de I'homme,. &g de 20 ans, qui était
susceptible © d'étre  “agressif”  en  cas
d’ bsorption d'alcaol.

.a préfecture du Morbihan a précisé dans

ur  communiqué qu'il est actuellement
reonduit  vers I'hopital - de  Saint-Avé",
p:icisant qu'il s'étalt " présenté "en état
d' briété".

F hOnB-AlpES' une centame de
k lométres de bouchons

L "ON - Une petité centaine de kilométres de
14 entissemernt était enregistrée samedi sur les
rc 1tes en direction des siations de ski alpines,
er cette journée de chassé-croigé des vacances
cl issée noire en Rhone-Alpes, a-t-on appris
al prés du CRICR.

in-Rhéne-Alpes, la journée-de samedi est
cl 1sée noire dans le sens des départs ct rouge
dins le sens des retours, a rappelé dans un
c mmunigué transmis le centre régional
d' nformation et de coordination routigres
{C RICR) Rhéne-Alpes-Auvergne.

'Le trafic est chargé sur les axes menant et
revenant des stations alpines”, précise le
e mmuniqué, qui ajoute que les "équipements
5} ciaux sont recomynandés pour l'accés aux
st tions de sports d'hiver”,

M égationnisme: Reynouard
'cherche refuge en Suisse '

GiNEVE - Le négationniste Vincent
R ynouvard, recherché  par. les  justices
fr mgaise et belge depuis un an, s'appréterait 4
trver refuge en Suisse, selon ses propos
te s & un journal suisse samedi.

‘nterrogé par courrier électronique par la
T ibune de Genéve, Celul qui est présenté
cemme "le chef de file du négationnisme
ir wnco-belge" affirme avoir "certains contacts
a' ec des sympathisants” en Suisse.

'Quelqu'un  m'accueillera en toute
d scrétion”, affirme le fugitf, qui a refusé de
d wvailer on il se cachait.

|

LES BRESILIENS SE LANGENT DANS
LE CARNAVAL

RIO DE JANEIRO - Des millions de
Brésiliens, défiant la crise mondiale, se
sont lancés vendredi dans la frénésie du
carmaval dont 'apogée sera les fastueux
défilés des écoles de samba dimanche
et lundi sur le Sambodrome de Rio de
Janeiro. !

Ce pays de 190 millions d'habitants va
pratiquement s'arréter, a partir de
vendredi et pour une semaine, emporté
de Salvador de Bahia & Sao Paulo parla
folie du carnaval, une tradition de plus de
150 ans.

Premier président brésilien & se rendre
au carnaval depuis 1994, Luiz Inacic
Lula da Silva assistera a [a premiere nuit
des deéfites, a confirmé son porte-parole.

En depit de la crise, un nombre record
de touristes sont aftendus & Rio.
"709.000 touristes, cing mille de plus que
I'an dernier, dont 30% venus de
'étranger, soni déja dans fa ville", a
indigué I'entreprise municipale de
tourisme Riotur.

M. Reynouard rappelle qu'il a déja séjourné
en Suisse oi il a "donné une conférence
privée" en 2007 et o, selon le journal
genevois, il a "une case postale & Montreux",
sur les bords du lac Léman.

Ségoléne Royal se rend en
Guadeloupe

PARJS - L'ancienne candidate du PS 2 la
présidentielle de 2007 Ségoléne Royal a pris
l'avion samedi pour ia Guadeloupe on elle
assistera  dimanche aux - obséques
syndicaliste Jacques Bino, a-t-on- appris
auprés du maire DVG de Pointe-a-Pitre,
Jacques Bangou.

Mme Royal, qui doit ammiver a Pointe-a-Pitre
4 14h30 locales (19h30 a Paris), restera sur
place "deux ou trois jours", a indiqué M.
Bangou.

Le délépué interministérie] & I'égalité des
chances des Francais d'Ouire-Mer, Patrick
Karam, a demandé & Mine Royal, "si elle veut
&tre utile, d'appeler-au calme et a la reprise du
dialogue" en Guadeloupe.

"Toute autre posture ne serait que basse
mangeuvie politicienne et serait un mauvais
coup- contre la  Guadeloupe et- les
Guadeloupéens”, a estimé M. Karam,
Iui-méme Guadeloupéen.

et

| Livret A: I'Afub dénonce di's
E 'pratiques de flibustiers’

| PARIS L'Association francaise des us ipgers
| de banque (Afub) dénonce des "pratiqu s de
| flibustiers". . dams . certaines = ba ques
Wengendrees par la banalisation du Liviat A,
| ainsi que la résistance de a Caisse d'Ep rgne
‘et de la Banque Postale aux demand s de
" transferts vers d'autres banques.

"L'Afub’ stigmatise les  pratiques de
flibustiers de certains professionnes a
-T'occasien de la banalisation du Livre A",
-notamment: des "ouvertures forcées" avec
1débit "de maniére autoritaire” des compi s en
, banque, remarque-t-gile dans un commu sigué
 recu samedi,

. Autre abus, Pimposition  d'une '}rime

jd'assurance. de 36 euros ‘par an pour

|pr0tect10n du Livret A' avec clause 1oyée
ldans les conditions générales, ainsi qu'y

| I procéde la BNP", ajoute le communigué.

i

‘Marche pour les 70 ans de Ia
Retirada

ARGELES-SUR-MER - Environ  .500
réfugids espagnols et keurs enfants ont m rehé
'samedi prés de  Perpignan pour e 70c
lanniversaire de la Retirada (la retraite} de
’!939 lorsque les  républicains ont fin
‘I'Espagne de Franco pour se réfugier da s e
isud de la France.

i le doyen du rassemblement
IVicente 101 ans, entouré de latre
lgeneratlons d'Espagnols et de Frawgais
dongme espagnoie, étaient présent: 3
‘ Argelés-sur-mer, on fut construit en 1927 un
icamp de concentration pour les oger
‘temporairement.

La premiére adjointe au maire de ars,
Anne Hidalgo, fille de républicain espagrol, a
Ggalement ~ participéd 4 une . mirche
symbolique, La- plupart des exilds aviient
:traversé  a  pied les  Pyrénées juscu'en
‘Catalogne francaise pour fuir le franquisr e

Vi entc

%25 chefs européens pour
I'Omnivore food festival

DEAUVILLE Vingt-cing chefs euror ens
vont se retrouver pour ta quatriéme éditic 2 de
I'Ommnivore food festival, qui se veu un
iespace de confrontation de la "jeune" cu sine
inventive, lundi et mardi & Deauville, da s e
sord-puest de la France.

. Parmi les chefs annoncés figurent les
[Fram;als Pierre Hermé, Alexandre Bou das,
Laurent Chareau, Bertrand Grebaut et Fr nck
ICerruti, les ltaliens Stefano DBaiocoo et
Ricarde Camanini ou encore les Espag iols
'Paco Morales, Jordi Butron et Ferran Adr .

P
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Top 14
Vendredi
Stade Fran¢ais 22-12 Toulon

Ces chefs se livreront 4 des démonstrations
de cuisine eu raconteront Jeur parcours et leur
expérience lors de “cafés confidences". Le
festival sera ponctuée par des débats sur "le
menu unique", "l'ordinaire” du restaurant
(apéritifs, pain, beurre, fromages), la cuisine
"hio" ou encore "ia place du dessert”" dans le
repas.

Vatican: Benoit XVI annonce
dix nouveaux saints

CITE DU VATICAN - Le pape Benoit XVia
annoncé samedi au cours d'un consistoire
ordinaire la canonisation au cours de ['année
de dix bienheureux, dont une Francaise,
Jeanue Jugan, indique un communiqué de la
salle de presse du Vatican.

Un premier groupe de cing bienheureux
sera canonisé le 26 avri]l prochain et il
comprendra quatre faliens et un Portugais.

Le second groupe de cing bienheureux sera
en revanche canonisé le 11 octobre prochain
et il comprend notamiment la Frangaise feanne
Jugan (1792-1879), fondatrice des Petites
soeurs des pauvres.

Une statuette renversée 3
I'exposition de la coliection
YSL-Bergé

PARIS - La maison denchéres Clristie's a
connu une petite frayeur samedi matin quand
une statue estimée a plusieurs dizaines de
milliers d'euros de la collection Yves Saint
Laurent et Pierre Bergé exposée 4 Paris a
perdu un bras aprés avoir € renversée.

Un porte-parole de Christie's a indiqué que
la  statuette . allait étre réparée. par des
spécialistes et ne serait pas retirée de la vente
aux enchéres qui doit avoir lieu lundi.

Cette statue de 20cm du XVIile siécle en
bais ct ivoire représentant Jupiter est estimée
entre 50.000 et 80.000 euros. Elle est tombée
accidentellement  au  moment ol  un
manutentionnaire bougeait fa vitrine dans
laquelle elle se rouvait avec d'autres objets,
avant l'ouverture au public.

"C'est sérieux mais c'est réparable”, a-t-on
précisé chez Christie's, car le bras en ivoire
n'est pas cassé. I s'est seulement détaché du
bois au niveau de P'épaule. Les acheteurs
intéressés seront avertis de lincident, a
indiqué Christie's.

La Bourse s'enfonce encore

PARIS - Retombée au plus bas depuis prés de
six ans, la Bourse de Paris guettera sans grand
espoir d'éventuels signes d'amélioration sur le
front économique, seuls susceptibles dlinciter
tes investisseurs & racheter des actions.
L'indice CAC 40 a perdu 8,25% sur la
semaine écoulée pour terminer 3 2.750,53

points, portant & 14,52% son repli depuis le, -

début de ['annéde, et retrouvant son nivean le
plus bas depuis le 2 avril 2003 (2.743,88
poiats en cl6ture),

Aprés deux séances de baisse, il a fait du
surplace mercredi et jeudi avant de replonger
vendredi,

"On croyait tenir fermement les 3.000
points mais- le marché abdique & nouveau
depuis dix jours, alors quil o'y a pas eu de
nouvelles catastrophiques. Elles sont juste
mauvaises", résume Amand  Riverain,
responsable de la recherche chez Arkéon
Finance.

Sarkozy attend que I'Europe
apporte de 'vraies réponses’

PARIS - Nicolas Sarkozy a indiqué samedi
quil attendait que les pays européens du G20

- qui se réunissent dimanche & Beilin adoptent

de "vraies réponses" en matiére de régulation
des marchés financiers et que la France
s'opposerait 4-un "compromis au rabais”,

“I'attends deux choses. Que I'Europe se
prépare & avoir une position commune pour le
sommet du G20 & Londres le 2 avril et que ce
ne soit pas une position commune sur un faux
COMpromis, un compromis au rabais avec de
petites ambitions", a déclaré M. Sarkozy.

"La violence de la crise, la profondeur de la
crise nous imposent des changements
profonds. Il faut refonder e capitalisme, il
faut le moraliser (...} ¢e sont donc des vraies
réponses que j'en attends et la - France
poussera pour qu'on soit ambitieux dans les
réponses”, a-t-if ajouté.

Stade Francais domine Toulon

PARIS - Le Stade Francais n'a pas eu a forcer
5on talent pour battre Toulon (22-12), dominé
malgré deux essais inscrits et ie retour sur le
terrain  du managewr néo-zélandais Tana
Umaga aptés deux ans de retraite sportive,
vendredi lors de la 17¢ journde du Top 14 de
rugby.

MICHAEL JACKSON PREPARE SO

COME-BACK SUR SCENE

LONDRES - Le roi de Iz pop Michae
Jacksen est en négociations pour ur e

';Tsonga retrouve Djokovic e

trentaine de conceris 4 Londres cet it s,
. & indigué samedi une source proche d 25
: pourpariers.

; Le chanteur de "Thriller" pourrait
{obtenir un cachet de 1,5 million de I 1 s
(1,7 millions d'euros) par concart, ce q 1
| contribuerait & éponger ses deties,

| rapporient samedi le Times, le Sun ¢t 2

iDaily Mail. ~ )
|Si cette série de concerts se confirm 2,
|elle marquerait le premier vrai
-come-back de Michae! Jackson dep i
;50N acquittement en 2005 4 l'issue ¢ u
procés ot il était accusé
‘d'attouchements sur un gargon de tr i; e
ans.

iLes tickets VIP pourraient &tre vend s
‘dans les 1.000 livres et Michael Jach 5t n
(pourrait gagner jusqu'a 150 millions « ie
livres (169 millions d'euros) pour cetl 2
série de concerts envisagés a '02, Ln:
salle de 20.000 places & Londres,
d'apres lg Sun.

Mais Londres est en coneurrence av i
Las Vegas pour cette série de conce t
exceptionnelle, selon la presse.

L'ancien capitaine des All Blacks a (& & sa
place 4 la 5le minute. Visiblement o5 de
forme, il n'a Hen pu faire sur la per:é: de
lex-treiziste australien Mark Gasce, 2
l'origine de l'unique essai parisien ins(ri par
Bastareaud (23).

Les Parisiens, renforcés dans le «o nbat
d'avants par le retour du 2e ligne Pasci| ’apé
aprés huit moig d'absence, avaient aup: rz vant
pris I'avantage au"score par une pénaliti «t un
drop de Lionel Beauxis.
¢ L'ouvreur parisien, donné forfait nais
finalement  titulaire  aprés  l'al & don
‘d'Hemandez (fiévre), a dii céder son po & peu
avant [heure de jeu aprés avoir recu v« oup

. |dans le dos,

{ Les Toulonnais ne parvenaient pas & n cire
le moindre point au cours du premie- icte,
'ouvreur sud-africain Conrad Bamard ¢ vant
gcrasé une tentative de pénalité.

idemi—ﬁna.le

MARSFEILLE - Jo-Wilfried Tsonga, ¢ 1 lifié
vendredi pour les demi-finales du tour 1c | de
Marseiile, affronters samedi le Serbe Vi vak
Djokovic dans une finale avant I'heure, I utre
demi-finale,” 100% tricolore, Op 3 sant
Mickael Llodra (N.50) 4 Gilles Simon, &1 : de
série N.2, o
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"songa, téte de série N.4, a confirmé sa
bo ine forme en venant 4 bout de |'Espagnol
Fe iciano Lopez (N.8) 6-2, 6-7 (1-7), 6-4,
da s un match quil aumit pu terminer en
de x sets sans un petit coup de mou au
tie break du deuxigme set.

| rerouvera en. demi-finale  Novak
Dj kovic (N.1) qui s'est montré deminateur
facz a4 TPAllemand Mischa Zverev, battu
sé hement 6-3, 6-3, aprés deux tours plus
hé itants. - .

’ans le bas du tableau, le Francais Michael
Ll dra, 50e joueur mondial, a exploité au
miux ses quatités de joueur de double pour
s'i1 aser difficilement face au Russe Mikhail
Y uzhny 7-6 (7-4), 7-6 (7-3).

I'ans un match dense et spectaculaire, le
ga cher francais a mis Ia pression sur son
ad rersaire en- mudtipliant les montées 3
co itre-temps, offrant au public quelques
be les joutes volées-voieds:-

G tant de Sestriéres: victoire
di: Cuche

SESTRIERES - Le Suisse Didier Cuche a
rex 1porté samedi le slalom géant de Sestriéres
co nptant pour la Coupe du monde messieurs
de ski alpin, devant les Autrichiens Stephan
G ergl et Benjamin Raich.

I'n 2min 49sec ST7centiémes, Cuche a
de 'ancé Goergl de 66 centiémes et Raich de
89 centiémes.

t'est sa premiére victoire de la saison en
Ceupe du monde puisque jusquici sa
mkillenre  performance remontait au 26
oc vbre avec une 2e place en géant a Sélden
(A itriche).

le Suisse avait 4rés bien rtenssi ses
M mdiaux a Val dTsére en remportant le titre
de champion du monde en super-G et celui de
vic e-champion du monde en descente.

1 est seulement la deuxidme victoire de sa
cariere en pgéant, aprés un succés 4
Ac elboden (Suisse} en 2002.

S echert remporte la descente
d: Tarvisio ™

T¢ RVISIO - L'Allemande Gina Stechert, 21
ani, a remporté samedi la descente de
Te ~visio, le premier podium de sa carriére en
Ccupe du monde dames de ski alpin, en
pr «cédant l'Américaine Lindsey Vonn et la
St $doise Anja Pirson.

n Imin 5%ec 94/100, la skicuse
d' Jberstdorf a devancé Vonn d'un centiéme et
P: rson de 39/100.

itechert, dont le meilleur résultat. . était
juqui ce jour une 4e place lors de la
descente de Lake Louise (Canada), le 5
de zembre demier, s'est imposée sur la piste la
plis longue du circuit féminin exigeant de
gr indes qualités de glisse.

BEAUXIS INCERTAIN POUR GALLES

PARIS - L'ouvreur du XV de France
Lionel Beauxis, qui a recu.un coup & la
créte iliague vendredi lors de la vicioire
(22-12) de son club, e Stade Frangais,
conire Toulon, est incertain pour la
reception du pays de Galles, vendredi
prochain lors de la 3e journée du Tournol
des six nations.

Beauxis a cédé sa place & la 51e
minute de jeu au Sud-Africain Noel
Qelschig. L'ouvreur parisien avait été
donné pour forfait cette semaine en
raison d'une douleur & un mollet. Il a
finalement tenu sa place en raison.du
forfait de demigre minute de ['Argentin
Juan Martin Hernandez, fisvreux.

"Il a regu un coup a la créte iliague. On
est désolé pour I'équipe de France, il ne
devait pas jouer mais on n'avait plus de
numeéro 10", a declaré l'entraineur
adjoint du Stade Francais, Christophe
Dominici, aprés la rencontre.

Villenrbanne et Orléans
s'offrent un duel au sommet

LE HAVRE - Villeurbanne et Orléans, les
deux  co-leaders - de - ProA,  sont  sortis
vainqueurs vendredi des deux derniers quarts
de finale de la Semaine des As, face
respectivement a- Nancy et Strasbourg, et
s'affronteront samedi au Havre dans un duel
au sonumet pour une place en finale.

Mais pour les deux équipes qui se partagent
la téte du championnat (15 vict:, 3 déf.%, la
route des demies n'a pas semblé bitie sur le
méme itinéraire.

Villeurbanne, bon gestionnaire, n'a eu
besdin que de deux coups d'accélérateurs, en
début de match (25-15, 12¢), puis dans le 3e

uart temps (41-32, 26e) pour parvenir & ses
%HS, menant au score durant ensemble de la
rencontre face & un adversaire privé de
munitions extérieures (3-20 & trois points).

Sur les bancs, le match a aussi été l'occasion
dun affrontement. tactique de haute volée
entre  deux prétendants au  poste de
sélectionneur - de l'équipe de France, avec
Vincent Collet coté rhodanien et Jean-Luc
Monschau pour les Lorrains.

Au final, la victoire des hommes drivés par
le cadet des deux techniciens (45 ans pour
Collet contre 57 pour Monschau) ne souffie
pas vraiment contestation (62-55).

WTA: amende de $300.000
pour le tournoi de Dubai

ST PETERSBURG, Etats-Unis - Le circuit
féminin de tennis WTA a infligé vendredi une
amende de $300.000 aux orgenisateurs du
tournei de Dubai, auquel [Tsraélienne Shahar
Peer n'a pas pu participer en raison du refus,
par les Emirats arabes unis, de Iui accorder un
visa.

Headland Media produit le service
Headland SatNews, gui inclut les deux
smarques News On-Board et HotelNewspape 5.
-Notre service couvre plus de 30 pavs en |}
langues différentes et vous est envoyé chaq 2
Lfour par email ou par satethite.
iTel: +44 ]3] 236 4124 (UK)
et +1 954 492 2292 (US)
| Email: newsi@headlandmedia.com
| Febsite: www. headlandmedia.com
i La WTA précise dans son communigu que
:cette amende (dan montant de 234.000 .+ uros
‘au cours actuel), assortic d'autres me ures
{contraignantes, est d'un montant record. | lle a
1été infligée au tournoi de Dubai au mot f de
“"manquement aux régles du circuit”,
i "Les décisions que nous avons i iises
‘aujourd'hmi  (vendredi) ont pour bu dc
{redresser les torts subis par Shahar Zeer.
ivictime  dune  politigue  injuste <
|discriminatoire de la part des Emirats a abes
;unis", fait valoir Larry Scott, patron (e la
:WTA, dans un communique.
. "Elles ont aussi pour b denvove  un
‘message clair, & savolr que notre organis tion
:ne tolérera aucune discrimination de qu: lque
;sorte que ce soit, et que ce qui est : mive
n'arrivera plus, ni aux Emirats ni aille ars”.
a-t-il ajoute.

EPGA: les Anglais McGow: in
et Bickerton en téte

‘PERTH - Les Anglais Ross McGowan et fohn
‘Bickerton étaient en téte du tournoi de I erth,
comptant pour le circuit européen mas :ulin
“de goif, samedi a l'issue du troisiéme tou : sur
le parcours de The Vines Resort (par 72).

Rapha&l Jacquelin, seulement 27e fa v :ille,
-a quant a lui rendu une belle carte de & qui
lui a permis de remonter a la troisiéme 7 lace,
'a deux coups du duo de téte. Il est & ¢galite
‘avec l'étonnant amateur néo-zélandais T nny
Lee, le constant Chilien Felipe Aguil r et
I'Australien Terry Pilkadaris.

l ‘Tour de Caii“for;lié; ﬁi;levi

‘Leipheimer sur la voie roya ¢

i :SOLVANG - 1'Américain Levi Leipheirer a
; ifait un grand pas vers un troisiéme sicees

jconsécutif dans le Tour de Californie cy liste
‘en s'adjugeant vendredi la Ge éiape un
.contre-la~montre de 24km autour de Seol sang
tqu'il -avait déjd remporté avant ses sucers en
2007 et 2008.

Son ami, compatriote et coéquipler chez
Astana Lance Armstrong n'a pas coniu la
‘méme fortune, relégué a la 14e place a plus
‘dhune minute. Le Texan, qui n'avait pius « suru
ide contre-la-montre depuis juillet 2005 s 11 le
Tour de France, a rétrograde de la de & 3 6¢
place au classement général.
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'Slumdog' rules Oscars

1OS ANGELES -
took -the- best-picture Academy Award and
seven other Oscars on Sunday, including

"Slumdog = Millionaire"

director for Damny . Boyle, whose
ghetto-to-glory . story parslleled the film's
unlikely rise to Hollywood's summit.

The other top winners: Kate Winslet, best
actress for the Holocaust-themned drama "The
Reader"; Sean Penn, best actor for the title
role of "Milk";  Hesth Ledger, supporting
actor for "The Dark Knight"; and Penelope
Cruz, supporting actress for "Vicky Cristina
Barcelona."

A: story of hope amid squalor in Mumba:
India; "Slumdog Millionaire" came in withi-10
nominations, its eight wins including adapted
screcnplay, cinematography, editing and both
music Oscars (score and song).

"Just to say to Mumbai,-all of you who
helped us make the film and-all of those of
wyou who didn't, thank you very much You

dwarf even this guy," Boyle said, holdmg up
his directing Oscar, . - .-

The filmmakers acce:pted the best—plcmre
trophy surrounded by both the adult
professional actors who appeared among the
cast of relative unknowns and some of the
children Boyle cast ffom the slims of
Mumbai.

The film follows the travails and triumphs
of Jamal, an orphan who artfully dodges a
criminal gang that mutilates children to make
them more pitiable beggars. Jamal witnesses
his mother's violent death, endures police
torture “and struggles withi-betrayal by his

' DEADLY EXPLOSION IN _AlRo '

CAIRO An explosion ripped Into afamed

* bazdar in Caire on Sunday; Killing a French
~woiman and wounding:at least 21 pecple,

- mest of them foreigners, the Hovernmeant -

- said: An‘experton Islamic- exfremismn said it

might have béen a responge fo [srael's

deadlyoifensive in.Gaza {ast month. .
-Tourism is'one of Egypt's roajor sources

of foreign income-and fias beeri a targstin

past attempts to-harm the government,

which is now trying to:hegotiats a long-term

“Gaza cease-fire, Sunday's attack-was the
) f' rst.on tourlstsin Hhres years:

“The blagthit the bustiing main plaza at the

; Khan :el-Khalifl, a 650-year-old bazaar - . .
-”packed with-fourists next fa 'one of | Calro ]

brother,” while “single-mindedly hoping to

reunite with the lost love:of his childhood.

to..lmow the . answers: that- made hima
champion on India's version of "Who Wants
to Be a Millionaire."

Investigator to lead stimulus oversight

WASHINGTON - President Barack Obama
plans to announce Monday a former Secret
Service. agent who helped expose lobbyists'
corruption at the Interior Department ‘as his
pick to overseg the $787 billion economic
stimulus plan.

Obama is set to name Earl Devaney as
chairman of the new Recovery Aect
Transparency and Accountability Board, an
administration official said Sunday. Vice
President Joe Biden also will be given a role
coordinating oversight of stimulus spending,

The official spole on the condition of
anonymity becaise the White House had not

made public the announcement.
 Devaney, the inspector general of the
Interior Departiment; helped turn up disgraced
lobbyist Jack Abramoff's dealings at the
department.

The department’s No. 2 official, Steven
Griles,. pleaded guilty to-charges he lied
during congressional testimony based in part

on Dcvahey‘s investigation. ~ -

Obama has pledged  the - Recovery Act:

Transparency and Accountability Board to be
an  at-large body t0 oversee how the
government spends billions allocated to help
the flatling U.S. economy. But with dozens of
agencies and deparfments involved, Obama
wanted a .cenfral group to independently
monitor where those funds are going.

Obama also planned to tap Biden to mest
regularly with Cabinet membess, governors

most revered shrmes, the Husse:n mosque )

Fate: rewards Jamal, whose story unfolds ,"NETANYN"U TOWOIJ WITH U.

‘through flashbacks as he recalls how he came

JERUSALEM - Israel's hard-hne pnme
miinister designate, Benjamin.Ne
promised Sunday fo Work Wi j
States o promote pea
souight io forge a mods oo S
with his:chief rival - but ditf not readh & disél.
-Netanyahu's eriicial mesting with the = -

_moderate TzipiLivni was Intended o

about a jomt path "

persuade her o ally with himin forminga s

greénients.
sald: ™7l hIS Bvening il notpmgress s on
the-core issies ina way that we can talk

and mayors to make sure their efforts were - AT

quick and effective. His reports to Obama are

expected t0 ‘be posted at the administration

Web site devoted to the bill, Recovery.gov.

Obama was set to announce Devaney
during a-Monday meeting with governors,
who have largely supported the economic
stimulus. package because it will direct
billions to-their states for schools, roads and
technology.

igh- Security prison in
the second fime-in

43 ‘and Alket Rizaj,

" 34, Were picked Up by 2 helicopter that flow

“overthe couriyard of Athens' Korydalios -~

,sald. Ee

prison on Sunday aftémobn; The inmates -
climbed & rope ladderthrown to themby a
woman passenger, the Minisiry of Justice -
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- Pa. boy.accused of killing

dad's girlfriend

WAMPUM, Pa. - Fifth-grader Jordan Brown
boarded the bus and headed to school like he
did most other mornings i this rural western
Pennsylvania community.. . ' :

But before. he left. home on Friday,
authorities say, the 11-year-old boy had shot
his father’s prepnant fiancee in the back of the
head as she lay in bed. He then put his youth
model 20-gauge shotgun back in his room
. ~before going out to-catch his bus, police say.

Brown was charged Saturday as an aduit-in
the death of 26-year-old Kenzie Marie Houk,
who was eight monttis pregnant, Lawrence
County. District Attorney:John Bongivengo
said: Houk's fetus: died within minutes due to
a lack of oxygen, Lawrence Coutity Coroner
Russell Noga'said.

Houk's famnily and friends, who gathered at
her parents'-house Saturday night, told The
Associated Press that there had been past
problems with the boy.

Gov't mulls taking larger stake in Citi

WASHINGTON - Citigroup Inc. is reportedly
negotiating with government officials to have-

the U.S. boost its stake in the troubled bank to
as much-'as 40 percent, The Wall Street

~Journal” sdid" late- Sunday, ~citing “people

familiar with the sitnation,
Such a move by Citigroup would result in

the New York-based bank ceding far more-

control to the feds than executives likely
desire, 'and would

Investments. "¢

The Jourmal, which said Citigroup miade the

dilute sharcholders'

proposal to its regulators, noted that sources
say -executives- would prefer fo keep the
government's stake closer to 25 percent.

But with the’ company's shares trading at

‘their “lowest’ point in nesrly two decades,

Citigroup is seeking ways to stem further
losses: :

On -Friday, shares of Citigronp fell 22
percent to close below $2, and Bank of
America Corp. shares also sank; as talk of the
banks" nationalizatiofi spooked investors.

Charges in Curry's ex-girliriend, baby case

CHICAGO - A 36-year-old attorney fataily
shot the former girlfriend and infant daughter
of New York Knicks player Eddy Curmry

during. a- domestic-related : dispute, according

to police. and published reports.
Fredrick -Geings - of Chicago was charged

i Sunday with two. counts of first-degree
‘murder,

Cook- - County : State's
spokeswoman Sally Daly said.

Police : said. Goings was: arrested Friday
evening as he wag getting into his car outside
a'relative's place-in Chicago.-Goings has not
made any statements to guthiorities and is'fiot
cooperating in’ the - nvestigation, Lt. Denis
Walsh said.

It was not immediately clear who was
representing Goings. A message left at his

Attomey

' Chicago: law. office-Sunday was not returned.

Goings was due in bond court on Monday.

The bodies of 24-year-old Nova Henry and
her 9-month-old daughier, Ava, were found in
their Chicago apartment on Jan. 24. Both died
of multiple gunshot wounds.

Henry also was the mother of ex-Chicago
Bulls player Curry's 3- year-old son, who was
found unharmed at the scene:

Court  records show. that Goings was
Heary's - attorney in a - paternity case with
Curry involving Ava.

According to the Chicage Tribune, records
show that DNA “tests confirmed Ava was
Cuwry's “daughter. Cury, through Kaicks
spokesman Jonathan Supranowitz, declined

-comment. - Messages - left. Sunday for his

attorney were not immediately refurned.

8 years on, Levy family's grief endures

MODESTO, Calif. - In the first weeks after
her only daughter disappeared, prief hit Susan
Levy so hard she could not move from a fetal
position on the living room couch.

By the time Chandra Levy's slull and bones
were found in a park in the nation's capitol a
year later, her mother had found enough

 sirength to dial: Washington police detectives

to ask why it was taking so long to find her
daughter's killer,

Now; eight- years.-afier Chandra’s death,
Susan Levy said the sudden news late Friday
that police planned to -arrest a Salvadoran
immigrant in the slaying may resolve the
crime, -but it will do nothing to stem her
famnily's heartache.

"This helps a little,* said Levy, staring

listlessly in the den of her central California
home. "But we still ‘don't have our daughter
-and ‘we have a life sentence without her. Grief
is like a marathon. You don't get over it. It
recycles itself." ]

Chandra Levy was 24 and had just
completed an internship with the U.S. Burean
of Prisons when she disappearad in May 2001

after leaving her Washington, D.C,
apartment. _
After authorities questioned her

congressman, Gary Condit, in the
diseppearance and revealed his affair with
Levy, media from  around the world
descended on the family’s split-level home
amid the orchards of Modesto, a sleepy city
90 miles. east of San Francisco.
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Sebelius: No talks about health post

WASHINGTON - Kansas Gov. Kathleen
Sebelius, mentioned as a top candidate for
health secretary, said Sunday she has not
talked with President Barack Obarna sbout
joining his Cabinet, .

"There really isn't anything to tell. [ haven't
had any meetings about the position,”
Sebelius, 60, said in an interview with The
Associated Press during the winter meeting of
the National Governors Association.

...Pressed ..on: whether. -she. had spoken to

:Obama about heading the Health and Human
Services Department, Sebelins said, "I have

not."

Sebelius's - name - surfaced when * former
Senate -Majority ‘Leader Tom Daschie,
Obama's first- choice for- health secretary,

- withdrew after disclosing he had failed to pay

$140,000 in taxes and interest.

Sebeliug was an early Obatma backer dunng
the - Democratic. - primary contest and &
frequent surrogate to women's groups. She
was a finalist for Obama's running mate and
was mentioned as a Cabinet possibility- after
the election but withdrew: from consideration
in December, citing Kansas' budget problems.

Philly newspaper owner files for Chapter 11

PHILADELPHIA. - The owner of The
Philadelphia Inquirer and Philadelphia Daily
News - filed for -Chapter™11 bankruptcy

protection Sunday in an effort fo restructure

its debt load.

Philadelphia. -Newspapers rInc., owned by
Philadelphia Mediz  Holdings LLC, is the
second newspaper company in two days, and
fourth in recent months, to seek bankruptey
protection, '

"This restructuring is focused solely on our
debt, not our operations," chief executive
officer Brian P. Tierney said in a statement.
"Our operations are sound and profitable."

The filing Sunday indicated the:company

has between $100 million and $500 million in
assets and liabilities in the sarhe rangg.

The compaity said it will continue. the
normal  operations  of | it§  newspapers,
magazines and online businesses.” without

iterruption  during  the  debt-restructuring | whispering into: Jahn Mayer’s ear, "l

process. In a story posted on its Web site

Sunday, the cémpany says it has a debt load

of $390 million,

"In the last two years, we experienced the
rare trifecta of a dramatic decline in revenue,
the worst cconomic crisis since the Great
Depression and a debt structure out ‘of: line
with current economic realities,” ‘Tierney said.

First lady welcomes culinary students

WASHINGTON - First Iady Michelle Obama
opened the White House kitchen Sundsy to
six culinary students so they could learn about
preparations for a big official dinner.

The first lady was joined by White House
chef Cristeta Comerford, executive pastry
chef Bill Yosses and social secretary Desiree
Rogers. The group puided the students
through the menu ‘and planning for President
Barack’ Obama's dinner with the nation's
ZOVEInors.

"This is where the magic happens," she told
the students from the L'Academie:de Cuisine
in nearby Gaithersburg, Maryland, as they
pathered in the main kitchen.

Mrs. Obama told them about the value she
Places on fresh'and regionally grown food.

""That's one of the things that we're talking a
lot ‘@bout that, you know, when you grow
. something yourself and it's clogse and it's

locel, aftentimes it tastes really g
said. That's especially’ important, she added
when trying to get kids to eat vegetables.

-Comerford said she ‘designed the menu for
the governors dinner io reflect the season and
represent the American spirit. It included. beef
sea scallops from Massachusetts and
watermelon . radishes . grown . . the
Washington area. The: dessert featured
huckleberries from Idahi,
© "We like to use regional specialfies, natural
and  unadulterated whenever possible,”
Yosses said.

Asked for her favorite d15hes served from

the White House kitchen, Mrs. Obama said .

the waffles and grits at breakfast were
particular family favorites; She also praised
the soups and salads served for lunch.

“did with Zag. Effo
“and. other young stars at Sum:la;fs )
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Jerry Lewis awarded humanitarian Oscar

LOS ANGELES - Jerry Lewis, whose success
as @ philanthropist relied on his ability to
endure - round-the-clock . telethons, accepted
his. humanitarian award:: Sinday with a
moment of graceful brevity.

In a heartfelt - and mercifully shnrt -
speech,. Lewis profusely. thanked - the
Academy of Motion Picture Arts & Sciences,
which = presented him: its- Jean Hersholt
Humanitarian - Awatd. The . award . was

presented to the' 82-yert-old actor by Eddie

Murphy, who- starred in 2 remake of one of
Lewis! signature roles, "The Nutty Professor.”
Lewis is perhaps now .best-known for his
annual telethon for the Muscular Dysirophy
Association as an advocate of "Jerry's Kids."
Holding his' hafd: over ‘hi§ heart, -Lewis

softly said, "Thank you" after Murphy handed

him his Oscar statuette.

"For most of my lfe I thought that domg
good- for someone didn't mean you would
receive - commendation. for . that  act of
kindness," Lewis said. "At least vntil now..

"This-award-touches- my: heart and the very

depth of my soul becanse of who the award is
from, and those who wiil benefit."

The -award is-named afier Hersholt, a
Danish - actor- who - co-founded ‘the Motion
Picture -Relief - Fund' and. served as an
Academy . president. - The - relief fund--was
established-to help: care for movie industry
employees who couldn't pay for their own
care.

Murphy-also paid homage to Lewis' role as

duo Martin and T ewis with Dean Martin.
"Jerry- has had -a huge influence -on my
career and the career of just about every other
comic who's -working in movies today,”
Murphy said.
The muscular dystrophy telethon has been

‘broadcast o Labor Day since 1966, although

Lewis' fundraising efforts began in the 1950s..

"The impact of his humsnitarian efforts on
people with muscle-wasting diseases is
beyond 'measure,' Muscular Dystrophy
Association President Gerald C. Weinberg
said in a statement released earlier this month.

'LATEINVITE.:

A

-.an actor,.noting him. as half of the comedic . -
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éld o o
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Nats GM part of federal
investigation

Washington Nationals peneral manager Jim
Bowden'is part of a federal investigation into
the skimnming: of signing bonvses. given to
prospects from Latin° America; according to
an SI.com report posted Sunday night.

The Web  site reported,
unidentified baseball executive familiar with
the - investigation, the FBI is looking at
Bowden's actions as far back as 1994, when
he was GM of the Cincinnati Reds.

Bowden met ~last year with® FBI

' investigators  looking ‘into an alleged scam

involving skimming -signing bonuses. for
prospects from the Dominican Republic.

Last year, the Chicage White Sox fired
director of player personnel David Wilder and
two other scouts in the club's Latin American
operation after a two-month investigation by

Major  League Baseball's - Department - of

Investigations.

The White -Sox. said the three were
dismissed "for actions in Latin America that
were violations of club policy and standards,"
but did not elaborate.

Findings from baseball's-investigation were
turned over to federal anthorities.

Sl.com reported  that “twa unidentified
sources inside baseball say that former Latin
‘America scout -Joipe - Ogquendo,” ~who
confirmed being contacted by the FBI to SI
but denied skimming bonuses, has worked for

. Wilder and Bowden. .
The SI.com report. comes a day aﬂer the .

Jose Rijo was taking a leave of absence afier
a  Major League DBaseball investigation
revealed a prospect. from the Dominican
Republic he discoversd was: older than
originally believed. =

Rijo is a former major league pitcher and
the MVP of the 1990 World Series for the
Reds.

Earlier in the week, it was announced that
prospect Esmailyn "Smiley” Gonzalez lied

_about his age and name. Gonzalez received a

$1.4 million signing-bonus in 2006 when the
Nationals. signed what they thought was a
16-year-old shortstop. - '

The Netionals had been listing his date of
birth as Sept.21,.1989, which would malce
Hm 19.--But- Kasten said an MLB
investigation determined Gonzalez is actually
Carlos David Alvarez Lugp, who was bomn in
November 1985 - meaning he is really 23.

NBA
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Kenseth makes it two in a row
FONTANA, Calif. - Matt Xenseth's tearn has
found some miich-needed magic. Afier going

through & winless and disappointing 2008, the ,

former NASCAR Sprint Cup champion is 2-0

in-2009, adding a victory in Sunday's Aito -

Club 500 to his win the previous week in the
Dayiona 500.

"Just great team, great crew, great, preat
engines," Kenseth bubbled in the aftermath of
his 18th -career “victory: "You just need
everything to go right, really to win these
races." .

At Daytona, Kenseth took the lead mofients
before rain, which -eventually cut the race
short, began to fall.

Sunday's- racé -wss - considerably more
dramatic, -with - Kenseth . fending off a
determined - challenge from four-time Cup

champion Jeff Gordon to win for the third -

time on the 2-mile Auto Club Speedway oval.
Kenseth took the lead from Gordon in thé
pits under cauiion with 38 laps to go in the
250-lap race and stayed:ahead, puliing away

-over the last 20 laps. But it took a while for

the winner to sheke Gordon, who went also
went winless last year and is desperate to get
back to Victory Lane.

T honestly thought that we were goingtobe -
too loose at the end and he was going to catch
us," Kenseth said. "Especially (when) I .
couldn't get away from him that time he ran -
me Slown and got right on my bumper (on lap
231

‘But-get-away he did, beating Gordon's No.
24 Hendrick Motorsports ‘Chevrolet to the
fmish Iine by 1.464 seconds - most of the
front straightaway.

It ig the first time a Cap driver has won the
first two races of the season:since Gordon did |
it in 1997 on the way to the second of his four
champicnships.

The ‘key to Kenseth's win:Sunday was a :
near-perfect pit stop -that put bim in the lead
on lap 213. -

Rondo, Allen lead Celtics past
Suns

PHOENIX - Rajon Rondo was off and
runing, and Kevin Gamnett was hardly
missed. :
Rondo scored a career-high 32 points to go
with 10 asgsists on” his 23rd birthday in:
Boston's 128-108 victory over the Suns on™
Sunday. ;
"As Rondo goes, this team goes,” Celtics
All-Star Paul Pierce said. "If he plays as well:
?s he's playing, then there's-no way we can
ose -+ :
Each team was without an: All-Star starter:
because of injury. The Celtics did just fine:
withowt - Garnett. Phoenix - sorely missed::
Amare Stoudemire. :
"We've got & lot of work to-do," Suns pmni :

- guard Steve Nash said. -

- Ray.- Allen - scored 31 and Pierce 2% it
Boston's: first e gince Garnett went dowi:
with a strained muscle in his right knee that it-

~ expected to sidelined him for at least twe:

weeks.
"Guys step up and play. their roles ever:

better when Kevin is out;" Rondo said.

" Phoenix . will have a much tougher tim :

. compensating for the loss of leading score

and . rebounder. Stoudemire . following ey
surgery on Friday. He won't be able to resum
physical activity for about eight weeks.

The Celtics ™ blisteted Phoenix with 6
percent shooting. Rondo made 13-0£18 an

“Allen 10-0f-15, After going 1-for-8 in th

first half, Pierce was 7-for-9 in the second. B
was 10-for-10 at the foul line.

The catalyst was Rondo. The Suns had n
one who could defend him.

"Going into the game we thought thi
Rondo's speed was a huge advantage for us
Boston coach Doc Rivers said. "I told him1

“be just ulira-aggressive, just aftack, attac

aftack.
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Jason Richardson'scored 21 for-the Suns in

Ahieir first loss ify four games under new, coach
Alvin Gentry. Steve Nagh -added- 19 points

and 11 assists. Leandro Barbosa scored 18.

and Shaguille O'Neal 17 for Phoenix. 0%

‘It was an end to a tunmiltuous week for the
Suns that began with the firing of coach Terry
Porter. His replacement Gentry refurned the
team to its old ultra-fast style, and the Suns
went on’to win three straight under the new
coach.

Magic top Heat despite
- ‘Wade's big night

ORLANDQ, Fla. ~ i's not too: often Orlando.
Magic coach Stan Van Chundy can crack jokes
after watching one of the NBA's best players
have a career pame against his team. Then
again, allowing such a performance doesn't
usually come in a blowout win.

Dwight Howard had 32" points and 17
rebounds, and the Magic - withstood. a

career-high 50 points by Dwyane Wade to
* roul the Mierni Heat 122-99 on Sunday. -

"My concetty is-when Dwyane goes into the
Hall of Fame and they start putting off his top
career games, it's going to be like 50 versus
Orlando,” Van Gundy joked:

"We're going fo fill up the entire screen. So,
1 don't kmow what to tell you. When I coached
Dwryane I really liked him, but I'n not so sure
anyrotre. Our relationship is strained.”

Hedo Turkoglu had 20 points and Rafer
Alston added 12 points and nine assists for
the Magic, who have won 12 of the past 15
games against their Sunshine State rival,

Wade was  potent from inside and out,
scoring - with high-fiying ‘durks and soaring

Jjumpers. thet: had -even some Magic fans’
chanting "M-V-PI": Miami's du~1t~all ‘guard
had previously scored 48 twice in his career,
and had-43 pomts two nmes earlier this -

Season.

But the 10p51ded loss put a damiper on his
performance:

"It's great to know you can score 50 points,
but it would be betier to walk away with a
win," said Wade; 'who was 17-for-30 shooting

from’ the floor.” "It's bittersweet. No player

alone can carry everythmg "

He sure iried.

Wade hit a pair of 3-pointers in an 11-4
Heat run to start the third quarter, closing the
gap to 68-57.. Buf the Magic would tome
Yack with-a series 6f 3 to go ahead 91-72 at
the .end of the perod to offset Wade's
performance.

The Hest never got close in the fourth, and
Miami. coach Erik Spoelstra cleared most of
the bench midway through the period -except
for Wade, who was left in until his shot over
Courtney Lee gave him 50 points.

Bargnani leads Raptors over
Knicks:

“TORONTO - Anthiony Parker and the Toronto
- Raptors-didn't :have: to- wait - very long to

avenge an ugly logs at Madison Square
Garden.

Andrea Bargnani had 28 points and 10
rebounds on Sunday. to help Toromio beat
New York 111-100 two.days after absorbing
a 30-point loss against the Knicks.

"We wanted to ‘come out and set a different
tone from the begmmng and just let them

points.
Each of Toronto's starters reached double
figures and four of ‘the five had

- double-doubles: Shawn Mation had 16 points

and 15 rebounds, and Chris Bosh added 11
points and 12 boards. Jose Calderon had 13
poinis and 11 assists.

"t's good the- way this team rcsponded to

" adversity," Bosh said. "It's all about effort.

We played good defense, we rebounded the
ball well and, for the first:time in & very long
time, we ran the fast break well.".

The Raptors added the athletic Marion in a '

Feb. 13 trade with: Miammi- aud hope to make
running a ‘priority for the remm.nder of the
season.
- "When you’re able to do that the game
comes naturally, it starts feeling betier,”
Marion said. "That's when you start feeling
the rhyt‘ﬂm and everything starts coming
together."

-Al Harrington scored 31 points and Davxd

..Lee.had 17 points and 15 rebounds for the
Knicks, who have lost nine straight games in .|
* Toronto and -11 of 12 overall against.the

Raptors. Chris Duhon finished - with - 17
poiats.

Duke tops No. 8 Wake

DURHAM, N.C. - Mike Krzyzewski usually
hides. his  emotions pretty well ‘on Duke's
bench, but Coach K couidn't help himself for
this one. He:pumped his fist to fire up his
players;.then- ditched the ‘sportcoat that he's
never:seen without.

"I"told them, Tm not gomg to tell you we '

have to win it}"! K.rzyzewslﬂ said. "I'm going
to tell you we're going to win it.""

Then; - Gerald -Henderson went ot and
proved him right.

Henderson ‘scored a career-high 35 points
and the ninth-ranked Blue Devils held on to
beat No. 8 Wake Forest 101-91 on Sunday
night.

Jon-Scheyer added 2 career-high 30 points
in his second straight start-at point guard for
the:Blue: Devils: (22-5, 84 ‘Aflantic Coast
Conference). They twice led by 22 points in
the first half and let the Demon Deacons
creep within two points before finally putting
them away with a late 16-6 run keyed by
Henderson...

- He led Duke to a critical victory that moved

it into a three-way tie for second in the league
standings .behind North Carolina. Now, the
Blue Devils finish the season with three of its
final four games away from cozy Cameron

. Indoor Stadium.
know that this isn't going to ‘be that kind of |

night," said Parker, who finished with 24

‘That's why Coach K made it a point to
1mpress the importance ‘of this game on his

pla

"You could tell (Krzyzewwski's) intensity
level had risen a little bit," Henderson said.
"We want to win this league, and we're still
fighting for first place. His intensity and his
passion is something that leads us, and we
just follow his lead."

Jeff Teague scored 28 points and James

-Johnson added 26 for the Demon Deacons

(20-5, 7-5): They shot 61 percent but allowed
Duke to hit"54 percent of its atteropis - the
worst performance of the season by the
ACC's stingiest defense

" Mickelson avoids a meltdown

to'win at Riviera
LOS ANGELES - On the verge of blowing

the biggest:lead of his career, Phil Mickelson
turned his forfunes. around in the final hour at

~ Riviera with back-to-back birdies that carried

him to a one-shot victory Sunday in the

Mlckeison went from a four-shot lead at the
start, of the firal.round to a two-shot deficit: |

with three holes to play. Biit he hit 9- iron to
5 feet for birdie on the 16th, holed a 6-foot

.birdie on the 17th and saved par with a 6-foot

puit on the final hole. :

He closed with a 1-over 72 to become only
the fourth player to win back—to-back years at
Riviera. .

"I'm pleased to be sitting here as the
champion,” Mickelson said. "And it was not
easy. I had a five-shot lead and I let it slide:
The good thing was that T was sble to fight
hard. Even though T dido't hiave my best stuff,
T was able to fight through it."

Steve Stricker closed with'a 67 and was on
his way to the range to get ready for a playoiff
when he saw Mickelsonleave himself a tough
par putt on the final hole, and stopped when
he heard the cheer.

"It's just a-little disappointing when you
don't finish it off, or have the opportunity to
finish it off," he said. "And I didn't."
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Stricker missed a '12-foot birdie putt on the
par-5° 17th that would have given him: a2
three-shot lead at the time, then missed a
12:footer for pat on the 18th.

But the real heartache belonged to Fred
Couples.

Colts' Harrison reluctant to
take pay cut
INDIANAPOLIS -

reluctance to take 8 pay cut could mark the
end of his career In Indianapolis.

" Colts president Bill -Polian told. reporters |

Sunday at the NFL's annual scouting coimbine
that the team was trying to rework Harrison's
deal to lower the teceiver's salary cap number
from approximately $13.4 million, the highest
number of any wide out in the NFL,

But a person familiar with the negotiations,
who spoke on the condition of anonymity
because the team  has” not made .an
announcement, later. told The Associated
Press that Harrison "probably would not be
interested in" reducing his base salary,

If Harrison decides against a redoing his

Marvin  Harrison's -

NBA STANDINGS
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division -

w L Pct GB
Boston 45 12 789 -
Philadelphia 27 27 .500 16 1/2
New Jersay 24 32 .429 20 1./2
New york 23 32 418 21
Torohto 22 36 379 23 1L/2
Southeast Division
orlando 41 14 745 -
Atlanta 32 23 .582 g9
Miami 29726 ,527 12
Charlotte 2234 ;393 19 1/2
washington 13 43 232 28 1/2
Central Division .
Cleveland 43 11 ..796 -
Detroit 27 27 .500 16
Mi Twaukee 28 31 475 17 1/2
chicago o 25 31 ..,4456 19°
Indiana 24 - 34 414 21
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division
sSan Antonio 37 17 .B6B5 -
Houston 35 21 .625 3
pallas 33 22 .60Q 4 1/2
New Orieans 32 22 593 5
Memphis 15 40. .273 22 1/2

NorthwestVDivision
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Northwest Division

cal 35 18 76 187 173
Vansouver W2 8 LRIl 18
Minnesota . . 30 24 4 64 15T 13%
Edponton = 2925 5 63 15 182
Colorado - .. 28 31°'- 1 -57 165 1Bé
Pacific Division '

san_Jose. 40 B 9 89 190 140
ballas 2922 65 174 179
Anaheim 259-27 5 63 173 177
Los Angeles 25 24 9 59 155 170
Phoenix 27 28 5.-59 156 1B4

Anderson is expected to undergo a physical
on Monday or Tuesday, according to a person :
familiar with the negotiations who spoke on
condition “of anonymity  becanse the deal
hadu't been finalized. :

The Braves thought Griffey was going to

contract, the only other options for the Colts | Denver - %7 19 eel - join them Wednesday but he decided to return
would be 1 keep Hamrison at his cap number E‘?;;ﬁ?ma' 3353 %8 17 to the Seattle Mariners, where he started his -
orto el i Birew 2 H H v e |
; : anama The jilted ' Braves -were surprised by’
Harrisor has been one of the Colts' most . o - he 3 ) uLp Y-
identifiable - players since . their move to | Pacific Division glu‘lgdeg:s“sg 1%5’;1 al::ﬁu;ﬂfg’n bgﬁ;%ﬂg?i ;
Indianapolis. He ranks: No. 2:in the NFL in | L. vakers. - * 46 10- .821 - who hit .293 with 15 homers and 84 RBJs in.
career. receptions. (1,102) and holds all of the | Golden state 2036 .357 28 145 games with the Los Angeles Angels last
ﬁ'anc];.lses major career and season receiving | gz ToiER 12 45 %311 34 172 Yﬁgrﬁd' - field that orod d :
records. : B erson joins an outfiels produced
He is-also 36 years old, coming off one of | NHL STANDINGS only 27 homersdlaslt ‘season, ]w%rst 311 ge
the least productive seasons of his career - he : majors. He could platoon in left wi £
missed all but five games in 2007 - and with | EASTERN CONFERENCE ~Tighty- hitting Matt Diaz. -
. the Colts in a salary cap crunch, Polian may | Atlantic Division = @ - _ hlsAeilgg- geeerAll“:lS{htarélé\nﬁri?? :fg ]igleié
not be ‘able to: keep Harrison at his current o W L OT Pts GF . GA ‘several franchise rec'ords“'ingludin —
rice. S New Jereey 38 15 3. 79 182 151 ] g Bame: .
p ) philadeiphia 31 17 8 71 189 189 played--(2,013), runs. scored (1,024), hit
Dhext year's cap it expected fo be $123 | N.¥; Rangers 3123 7. 89 11 170 (2,368), doubles (489); total bases (3,743
million. ) N.¥. Islanders ‘18.35 6. 42 144 108 and RBIs (1,292). He ranks second in hom*
"The new caprules; that's not something we Northeast Division runs ‘(1272) and cargt:rh batting lzverage (.296).]
planned’ for," Polian said.: “As a result, we te : Anderson helped the Angels win the Worlk
bave some issues with veterans, including | Boston 4012 & 158 200-257 Series i 2002, hitting .300 with two homer
Marvin. Hopefilly, we'll find a way to work | suffzio 3133 5 68 179 188 and 13 RBIs in the postseason. Los Angele
through that. T don't know if we will, but we | Teronts 22 26 12 56 180219 declined to pick up his $14 million optior
hiope to." ’ Ottawa 22 27 -5 53 144 168 after last season, instead paying a $3 mullios
Since being drafted by the Colis in 1996, | Southeast Division i are. Coiie’ o Anderson b
Hatrison has been a model of consistency. washington 38 175 81 201 172 ida steadv play } £ theld full
: i Florida 30 71 B 6B 166 159 provide Y play m-an oufiie o
$a.ro'l"itg1a 31 25 13 87 162 176 question marks.
2 R
Anderson agrees to deal with | atiana” 913578 4 176 21
: ' .
Braves WESTERN CONFERENCE gklah%na s Griffin
ivisi ay-to-day
ATLANTA - The Aflanta Braves shored up ,Dcfntfl DNISIO;; 13. 8 86 228 177 y. ] y ‘
their outfield Sundey after being spumed by | Chirags 3416 8 76 104 143 NORMAN, Okla. - Preseason All-Americ
K Grfiy Jr. reaching » proimnry | Conds 933 ¢ 81518 | Blake Goifins s was e forNo.
agreement  with Garret Anderson on a | St Lowis 35 36 8 38 165 178 Oklahoma's game against Kansas on Monda
' one~year deal night after he sustained a concussion in a los
i to Texas.
5 D — i
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Soomers coach Jeff Capel said Griffin
would be held out of practice Sunday, but he
won't know tntil game day whether his star
player -will be able to . go - against the
15th-ranked Jayhawks on Monday night in a
game that will give one team the lead in the
Big 12 title race.

"The most important thing is-him and his
future: You don't want to do anything to risk
any further dama'ge, so. that's the most
important thing," Capel said before practice
Sunday. "We're going to proceed with caution
with this and make sure he's OK.

"And well move on whichever way we

. bave to, with him or without."

Griffid. averages 22 points and an
NCAA—best 13.8: rebounds and leads the
nation with 22 double-doubles this season.

. He was hurt Saturday night when he caught

an inadvertent shot to the face from the open
hand of Dexter Piitman, Texas' -300-pound
center.

Griffin sat out the second half and appeared

" dazed at times as he saf on the bench during

the Sooners' 73-568 loss. Capel said he knew
when he sew Griffin stagger off the court at
halftime that his 6-foot- 10 forward wouldn't
be returning to the game.

Ovechkin gets his 43rd, Caps
dismiss Pens

WASHINGTON - Alex Ovechkin and the
Washington Capitals put their biggest rival
firmly -in the rear view. mimor Sunday,
thumping Sidney Crosby and the Pittsburgh
Penguins with 2 5-2 victory that included a
dismissive goodbye wave from one superstar
to the other: :

Ovechkin- scored -his league-leading 43rd

- goal, one of five Capitals to find the net, and
:Washmgton chased - goaltender Marc-Andre

Fleury'in the second period in a blowott that
should settle any doubt the tide has turned in

& series that used to be one-sided in favor of
" the Penguins. - :

The'Capitals ate 3- 0 ageinst Pittshurph this
season “and 4-1-1-since” Bruce Boudreau
became * coach 15 menths ago. Before
Boudrean, the Ca.pltais were 1-7-1 in:their
previous nine” games in the seres, | piving
Crosby “the early  bragging nghts aver
Ovechkin in what the NHL hopes will be a

‘long rivalry between it young marquee

talents,

Rodchck wins 1st title of 2009
in Memphls

MEMPHIS, Tennessee - Andy Reddick won
his first title of 2009 and the 27th of his
career Sunday, beating Czech Radek Stepanek
7-5, 7-5 in the finals of the Regions Morgan
Keegan Championships.

.'f .

jaH:er egu o

‘Complfete lrst afmnners

_oAdapted Scr
: "Slumdog. Millionaire:”

‘-Or]gmal‘Song ';Ja do fro-

MUSIC: Paul Simon 'won a'-Grammy for
the album ‘Graceland‘ '

HISTORY: The batile: of the Lrtﬂe Blg
Horm was: Custer's Last Stand '

annital Acadenty Awards, pre.semed

Sunday mght at the Kodak Theatre in: o
-_gLosAngdes : I

: ,-Motlon Picture "Slumdog

Stipp
*The Dark nght."

81ST ANNUALOSCARS WINNERS
e-SIst' :_ S

-Supportmg Actress: Penelope Gruz

“Vicky Cristina Barcelona,”

s Direttor: Danny Boyle, "Slumdug
,Mllhonaire

» Foreign Film: “Departures " Japan

s Original Screenpia """"
Biack "MIIK" e

g Mnhonalre hd AR.‘ Rahm

Petlts Cubes

elive’ ACTIOI‘I Shiort Fnlrn '

*'Splelzeugland {Tt oyland) P

nplay: Simofn. Beaufoy, f :

,:;,é“:d,

Only Roger Federer (57) and Rafael Nadal
(32) have.won more. fitles ameng active
players. Roddick confirmed Friday that he
wouldn't defend. his title at Dubai. He said he
wasn't happy about the denial of a viss to
Tsraeli player Shahar Peer by the United Arab
Emirates for the women's event this week.

But Roddick read a report that a hernia was
his reason for withdrawing. ©

"There's no other reason. Obviously, 1 don't
have- a hemia. I probably wouldn't have
played too well today. I would ask you guys
to check but that might be- inappropriate. I'm
100 percent healthy,” Roddick said.

- Roddick got a bit: of revenge for losing to
Stepanek in the semifinals in San Jose last
week and improved to 5-1 all-time ageinst the
mantrymgtobecometheﬁ:stCzechtomn
in Memphis since Ivan Lendl in 1991,

Leipheimer captures third
straight Tour of California
ESCONDIDO, Calif. - The climb up a
snowcapped mountain during the final stage
certainly ‘gave the Tour of California a
European feel, as well ‘as the spectators

" dressed in an array of costumes from a devil

to ‘an - overweight - guy wearing only 2
lime-green thong.
So did the presence of seven-time Tour de

- ‘France-Lance “Armstrong, although his role

this time-was simply as a teammate.

With a boost from" Armstrong and a tough
mountain to climb, Levi Leipheirner won his
third straight Tour of Califomia on Sunday.

It-was somewhat of an anticlimactic’ finish,
considering that: Leipheimer had taken over
the lead in-the mne-day Tace Iast Monday and

" never gave it up.

< Mt's: the - sweetest v1ct0ry of the three,”

mehemaer said. "It's hard: to describe. [
mean; to keep a streak going like that, it just
becomes so difficult. I told. Lance this week

that T don't know how. the hell he won seven

times in the Tour de France. I've got & lot of
respect. for that because the pressure builds,
the expectations are higher and you can't get
second place because that's losing."

Leipheimer was ninth in the final stage and
finished with an overall time of 31 hours, 28
minutes, 21 seconds. His winning margin was
36 seconds over David Zabriskie of
Garmiin-Slipsiream. He came into Sunday's
eighth “stage. with the -same margin over
Zabriskie. :

Armstrong, who began a comeback last
month, spent this -race in support of
Leipheimer, ‘his Astana teammate. The
seven-time Tour de France winner finished
31st in Sunday's stage and seventh overall, 1
minute, 46 seconds behind Leipheimer.
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NE VS VIA SATELLITE FROM THE WORLD'S FOREMOST NEWSWIRES

IS UAELI LEADER FIRES
TF UGE NEGOTIATOR

JE RUSALEM (AP} - Prime Minister. Ehud

Ol nert dismissed Israel's 1op negotiator in
G: za truce talks for publicly criticizing his
de nand that Palestinian-militants hand over
a ¢ aplured Israsli'soldier before any deal is
cli ched, officials said Monday.

" he move threatens to roit the talks just
we 2ks before Olmert is succeeded by the
ha vkish Benjamin Netanyahu, who wants
Ge za's Hamas rulers toppled and likely

- wc d take a tougher line in the
Eg sptian-brokered truce negotiations.

Nt OREA PREPARING SATELLITE
LA UNCH ,

SE JUL, South Korea (AP) - North Korea
sai § Tuesday it is preparing to shoot a

sal sllite into orbit, its clearest reference yet
ta: nimpending launch that neighbors and
the U.S. suspect will be'a provocative test
of i long-range missilé.

Tne statement from the North's space
tec nology agency comes amid growing -
int: rnationat concem that the communist
nat on is gearing up to fire a version of its
ma 5t advanced missile - capable of
ree zhing the U 8. - in coming-days, in
vio ation of a LL.N. Security Council
res slution.

M orth Korea asserted last week it has the.
righ t to "space development” - words the
reg me has used in the past to disguise a
mmis sile test.

YS  AUCTION FETCHES RECORD
PR CE FOR MATISSE

PA 1S (AP) - A painting by Henri Matisse
sol Monday for euro32.1 million :
{U£ 341.1m} - a record auction price for a
wo! < by the artist - at an art sale from the
est ie of Yves Saint Laurent, Christie's
sait .

T 1e sale cama at the start of a three-day
Par s auction of art from the collection of the
late French fashion designer that some are
call ng "the sale of the century."

3 iles reached suro206 miliion ($263.6m)
in tl e auction's first day - marked by six
wor d record prices for works. by individuat
arti: ts at auction, Christie's auction house
sait .

Headiand SatNews

By Jemes Keller

VANCOUVER (The Canadian Press) -
Robert Dziekanski took a "combative stance"
with his fist clenched around a stapler,
causing at least one RCMP officer-to fear for
his safety before the Polish man was stunned
with a Taser at Vancouver's airport.

But Const. Gerry Rundel told a public
inquiry into Dziekanski's death Monday that it
was a far less threatening motion - tuming
away from the officers and tossing his hands
in the ajr - that justified using a Taser.

Rundel. is the first of the four officers to
appear at the inquiry, recounting for the first
time publicly the- officers' recollection of the
final moments of Dziekanski's life.

He said he and the other officers were on a
dinner break at the airport RCMP detachment
on Oct. 14, 2007, when they received a call

Retail sales plunge shows
problems not all from afar

By Julian Beltrame

OTTAWA (The Canadian Press) - The
Canadian * ecomomy took a beating in
December, with retail sales plunging a
Scrooge-like 5.4 per cen, the largest such fall
in 15 years, as consumers stayed away from
stores and auto dealerships during the
traditional high-spending month,

Retail figures released Monday by Statistics
Canada suggest that weak consumer spending
and a sagging housing market are adding to
an already battered export sector to drag the
economy more deeply into recession.

"We can't-just point our finger at the U.S.
and the rest of the world and say, "There's our
problem," noted economist Douglas Porter of
BMO Capital Markets.

"We've also seen a deep drop in domestic
indicators as well, like housing and now

consumer spending.”

The latest retail number may also go a long
way toward dispelling the notion that
Canada's economy is far healthier than that of
the U.83., the so-called epicentre of the global
crisis.

RCMP officer 'feared for safety'
when confronting Dziekanski

over their radios sbout an intexicated man
throwing luggage around the international
terminal.

They  arrived within  minutes, headed
straight for Dziekanski and tried talking with
him briefly, even though they were told by a
witness that he didn't speak English.

Rundel said Dzickanski reached for his
luggage, prompting the supervising officer,
Cpl. Monty Robinson, to shout "No" and
motion for Dziekanski to stop, which he did.

Dziekanski then turned around, lifted his
hands in the air and started to walk away.

At some point after that, Dziekanski picked
up a-stapler and when he turned back toward
the officers, Rundel said he was holding the
stapler up by his chest with his other hand in
a fist.

Harﬁer in NY to capitalize on
post-Obama profile

By Lee-Anne Goodman

NEW YORXK (The Canadian Press) - Prime
Minister Stephen Harper visited the financial
capital of the world Monday to capitalize on
the goodwill from last week's Barack Obama
love-in and extol Canada's virtues to an
American audience notorious for ignoring its
northern neighbours,

"Raising some base-level awareness about
Canada is important,” Kory Teneycke,
Harper's communications directar, said as his
boss met with U.S. business leaders at the
headquarters of information giant Thomson
Reuters in mid-town Manhattan.

It was just the first of more such visits to
come, said- Teneycke, who characterized
Harper's foray 1o the Big Apple 4s the
beginning of - what - he - billed - as " the
biggest-ever U.S. media blitz launched by a
Canadian prime minister.

"There's an appreciation that
communicating to the American public right
now, and mote broadly to an international
realm, is good."
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Flaherty warns budget delay
will hurt economy

By Julian Beltrame

OTTAWA (The Canadian Press) - Finance
Minister Jim Flaherty says the country's
ecatomy is in too much trouble to allow
partisan debates to delay implementation of
the federal government's $40-billion stimulus
package.

In a combative performance before the
House finance cominittee Monday, Flaherty
said parliament - must: pass--the budget he
tabied last month before April or risk setting
the cconomic recovery back.

“The first step is to adopt this bill quickly,”
he said. "This is not a time for busmess as
usual.”

Afterwards, he described the state of the
Canadian economy as a "crisis” that is being
confirmed almost daily by new reports of
weakness, including Monday's report of retail
sales dropping 5.4 per cent in December, the
stecpest in 15 years.

Vﬂlagers blame Canadians for
death of children

By Murray Brewster

KANDAHAR,  Afghenistan (The Canadian
Press) - Angry. Afphan villagers chanted
"Death to the Canadians" and paraded the
biood-spattered bodies of two.young children
through the streets of Kandahar city Monday
afler a wibal elder accused Canada of firing
the shell that killed them.

Residents of the village of Salehan, about
15 kilometres southwest of the city, staged an
angry protest outside the white gates of the
Kandahar provincial council office after an
elder in the war-racked district of Panjwaii
laid .the blame for the- tragedy at the feet of
Canadian forces.

The aliegation, which prompted the axmy to
launch an immediate investigation, was one
of several conflicting accounts to emerge
Monday about exactly what caused the fatal
explosion.

The protest, however, left little doubt that
the tragedy had shaken the wvillage - a
community financed in pait by Mohammed
Bin Rashid, the ruler of Bubai; and dedicated,
ironically, ‘to housing those’ maimed and
dismembered by war - to its foundations.

CBC airs wdeotape of
kidnapped journalist

VANCOUVER (The Canadian Press) -
videotaped recording emerged Monday of a
Vancouver journalist who was abducted last
year in northern Pakistan - and who says she's
in the hands of the Taliban.

TESTS SHOW MAD TRAPPER WASN'T
REALLY CANADIAN

By Bob Weber

EDMONTON (The Canadian Press) -
Advanced technolegy that helps police
crack cold murder cases hashelped TV
producers prove that one of Canada's
most notorious criminals wasn't actually
Canadian:

"A lot of people thought that he might
ba Canadlan and we know that isn't the
case," Carrie-Gour of Myth Merchant
Filtns said Monday )

Myth Merchant is making a
documentary on attermnpts to discover the
true identity of the Mad Trapper of Rat
River, who entered Arctic lare when he
died in a gun battle with police after a
brutal mid-winter manhunt that cost the

_life of an. RCMP constabie.

Police began chasing the man they
laier identified as Albert Johnson in
January 1932 after he shot and nearly
killed an officer who wanted to ask him
about complaints that someone was
interfering with traplines near Fort
McPherson, N.W.T.

RCMP responded by dynamiting
Johnsomn's cabin, but the wily bushman
survived and led police with dogs on a
spectacular two-week chase that was
followed across the continent on the
then-new medium of radio, When
officers eventually reached him, Johnson
shot one of them dead and escaped
again.

Despite travelling on foot and not being
able to build a fire or hunt, he somehow
crossed ithe Richardson Mountains in the
middle of a blizzard. It icok the first aerial
search.in Canadian history - by First
World War flying ace Wilfred (Wop) May
- to eventually. find him. :

Beverly Giesbrecht; who adopted the name
Khadija Abdul Qahaar when she converted to
Islam in 2002, was on a freelance assignment
for the Al Jazeera nrietwork when  she
disappeared Nov. 11 while travelling in the
Bannu district in Pakastan near the Afghan
border.

In the segment of the recording aired
Monday on CBC Newsworld, a visibly
nervous Giesbrecht, 52, is flanked on efther
side by masked gunmen armed with assault
rifles.

"T was kidnapped by the Taliban the second
time [ went to Bannu,” Giesbrecht says in the
video, her voice trembling,

Giesbrecht goes on to say she's unsure of
her location, but believes she's in the
"American area” of the Afghan border region
and says there are "air raids," describing her
location as the "war zone."

- 17-year-old -boy was shot Monday
. Toronto transit bus in the city's nortl west

‘Judge acquits Ahenakew of

wilfully promoting hate
By Chris Purdy

'SASKATOON (Thé Canadian Press) - A
.judge has vindicated David Ahenakew in a

case involving ‘Anti-Semitic comment: he

‘made in 2002, but the former abon 3inal

leader says he's not sure if he will rejoi 1 the
world of First Nations politics.

"I don't know if I have the stomach or it
anymore," he said outside Saskatoon :ourt
following his acquittal Monday. "I'm not

. going to push one way or the other.”

Provincial couwrt Judge Wilfred T wcker

found = Ahenakew not guilty of wi fully
 promoting hatred-against Jews but chide: him
 for the controvérsial corments.

Tucker said the remarks were "revo ting,
disgusting and untrue” But he ‘uled

‘ Ahenakew, 75, didn't intend to promote hate

when he made them.

‘Teen shot on Toronto bus

TORONTQ (The Canadian Press) - Tolice
were looking for two suspects aftor a
n a

end.

Officers responded to a call abou the
shooting_shortly after | p.m. and fouid a
victim with a gunshot wound that was
described by police as non-life-threatenir g.

Police say the suspects and- victim new

- each other and got.into an altercation o1 the

bus.

Film star appears in
courtroom in sex scandal czse

By Terri Theodore

VANCOUVER (The - Canadian - Pres;) -

-Sexually explicit photos of some of Cl ina's

most famous female. stars spread like a virus
over the Jnternet, and now the man who took
them says he wanis to protect the inno: ence
of those women - éven if 1t means refusi ig-to
testify in court.

Chimmese film star Edison Chen tcd a
Vancouver judge Monday he will not t 'veal

-anything of an intimate nature regardin; any

of the women in the photos.

"They have suffered enough. I beliey 2 it's
wrongdoing to them for me to state fact: that
I believe are irrelevant to this case," Cher said
in B.C. Supreme Court, where he was -
testifying for a trial taking place bark in
China.

The unusual hearing is taking place t» get
Chen's testimony for the trial of Ho Chu | Sze
in China. Sze faces three counts of obta ning
access to a computer with illegal intert for
allegedly stealing the private photos from
Chen's computer.
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CL DSING STOCK INDEXES

Febh 23 Feb 20
Tor wnto TSE-300 7647 .67 7949.99
New York -] 7114.78 7365.67
New York HNasda 1387.72 1441,23
Lon lon FT-10 3850.73 3889.06 .
Tok o Nikket 7376.16 74156.38

TC RONTO MOST ACTIVE STOCKS

Pri :es as_of Mon Feb 2§"§8é01:58

Hrz Crdoilel HOu=T 7 0.3%9
Nov 1Chem NCK=T 6.49 +4.83
Blu :Noteo BN=T 0.01 +0.01
Bom drBSv 8BD/B=T - - 2.63 ~0.17
Ish .resCDNGO XIU=T 11.57 -0.47
Man :1ifeFin MFC=T - 12,53 ~0.59
Roy :1Bank RY=T 25.82 -~1.25
Tec ComB5SV TCK/B=T 3.82 +0.02
CGTL irpASY GIB/A=T $.08 -0.08
Red :orpveno ROVET 0.01 -0.01

na 119

New York 123, Indi
New Jersey 98, Ph'l?gde'lphia 96

vtal 108,  atlanta 8

805 on_114, Denver 76

New Orleans 112, sacramento 105
L.A Clippers 118 Golden Stata 105

NH_ STANDINGS

EA iTERN CONFERENCE
Al mtic Division

w 'L OT Pts GF GA
New Jersey 3819 3 79 182 151
Ph1 ade1pﬁ1a 31 17 9 71 139 169
N.Y. Rangers 31 23 7 69 151 170
Pit1sburgh 29 26 6 64 185 191
N.Y. TIstanders 18 3% & 42 344 188
Noi theast Division
Bost on cod4D 127 TR 88. 200 137
Mont real 31 22 7 B9 184 134
Bufialo 31 23 6 68 179 168
Torc 1o 22 26012 56 180 219
ottz wa 22 27 -9 53 144 1638
Sot theast Division
wast ington 38 17 5 81 201 172
Florida 30 21 8 68 166 159
carclina 31 25 5 A7 162 176
Tamp 4 Bay 20 28 12 52 152 191
Atlaita 21 33 & 48 176 211
WE STERN CONFERENCE
Cer tral Division
Detr it 39 13 B8 86 228 177
Chicgo 34 16 B 76 194 143
colubug 30 24 & 66 165 169
Nashrille 28 78 4 60 142 168
st. .ouis 25 26 8 5§ 165 178
Nor hwest Division
calg ry 35 18 6 786 187 173
vanc wuver 30 21 B 68 181 17D
Minn :sota 30:24 4 64:151 135
Edma 1ton 29 25 5 63 165 1RB2
Colo -ado 28 31 1 57 165 186
Pac fic Division , :
san_ ose 41 8.8 91 200 140
ball s 29 23 7 &5 174 180
Anah im 29 27 5 63 173 177
Phae ‘ix 27 28 5 58 156 184
Los . ngeles 25 24 9 59 155 170

Game show legend condemns
200 over elephant

By Dean Bennett

EDMONTON (The Canadian Press) - TV
game-show. legend Bob Barker took aim at
the City of Edmonton Monday, accusing it of
"torturing” Lucy the elephant by keeping her
sick and isolated at its Valley Zoo.

"The isolation is sheer torture. for this
elephant. Lucy is being tortured," Barker said
in an interview from Hollywood, Calif,

"If she were alone any place she would be
suffering, but alone in that building seven
months out of the year, it's incredible to me
she's even alive.” . :

Zoo officials, however, say Lucy is fine and
that the 85-year-old TV icon is getting some
poor information.

More than 100 acts te hit
stages for JunoFest

By Greg Joyce and Sunny Dhillon

VANCOUVER (The Canadian Press) - A
live downtown concert by local band Said
The Whale kicked off the beginning of what
is sure to be a killer month for Vancouver
music fans, leading up to the amnual Juno
Awards.

The Canadian Academy of Recording Arts
and Sciences announced the lineup Monday
for JunoFest 2009,

The festival, held on March 27 and 28, the
same weekend as the awards ceremony, will
feature more than 100 musical acts from
throughout Canada,

More than half of those participating have
been chosen locally to highlight Vancouver's
rich and diverse music scene.

TSX hits October 2003 levels

By Malcolm Morrison

TORONTO (The Canadian Press) - The
Toronto stock market fell ta levels not seen in
more than five years on Monday as a fresh
wave of pessimism trumped assurances from
U.5. regulators on the financial systeir.

"There's just a lot of fear in the air and I
don't think investors really know what to do,"
said Adrian Mastracci, portfolic manager at
KCM Wealth Mapagement in-Vancouver.

"I think they would like to make a decision
but I don't think anybody really knows what
in the world is going on and how deep this
problem is."

Toronto's S&P/TSX composite lost 302.32
points to 7,647.67, its lowest close since
October 2003

SUNDIN'S RETURN A RATINGS
WINNER

TORONTO (The Canadian Press) - Mats
Sundin's return to Toronto was a ratings
winner for CBC.

Saturday night's game between the
Vancouver Canucks and Toronto Maple
Leafs drew 1,833 million viewers, the
network's highest audience for a
regular-season game since 2006-07.

It was Sundin's first game in Toronio
since he signed with the Canucks in
December.

The average audience for CBC's éarly
game on Hockey Night In Canada this
season is 1.242 million viewers.

New York indexes revisited 1997 levels as
investors succumbed to their growing worries
about a recession that has no end in sight. The
Dow Jones industrials fell 250.89 points to
7,114.78.

L
i

Reeling Rangers fire coach
Renney, hire Tortorella

NEW YORK (AP) - Not only did the New
York Rangers seck to change the message
behind the bench, but the way it was
delivered, too. That left mild-mannered coach
Tom Renney out of a job on Monday and
blustery John Tortorella en route to a starring
role on Broadway.

Renney was fired by Rangers general
manager Glen Sather after he failed to turn
around a once-promising season  that
suddenly spiralled out of control, New York
is stuck in a skid that produced 10 losses in
12 games (2-7-3).

With only 21 games left in the regular
season, Sather couldn't wait any longer to try
to save it. The Rangers started 10-2-1 and
were in first place for much of the first half of
the season. Now their hold on a playoff spot
in tenuous.

Canada still perfect, B.C.
suffers first loss

By James Bisson

VICTORIA (The Canadian Press) - During
the fourth end of Monday night's Scott
Tournament of Hearts showdown between
B.C., and Alberta, a female fan jokingly
yelled: "Boring!"

She may have been partly right, but you
won't hear Chery! Bemard complaining.




PAGE 4 - Tuesday, February 24, 2009

Headland SatNews (Sources: THE CANADIAN PRESS, AP, AFP)

1 Min Ma:S( weather
Calgar ~ - Sho!
Edmgntgn -19 -14 11:th snow
Hali fax -4 ~1 - iight snow
Montreal -7 -6 snow
Toronto -9 -6 snow
vancouver S 10  rain
{Temperatures in Celsius)

The Alberta skip continued her resurgence
at the Canadian women's  -curling
championship, edging B.C.'s Marla Mallett
4.3 in a game that was lacking in spectacular
shots, but still featured plenty of drama.

The win moved Bernard to 4-1, good for a
second-place tie with Mallett. Canada's
Jennifer Jones is the only unbéaten rink at 5-0
after rallying for a 6-3 win over Ontario's
Krista McCarville.

P.El's Robyn MacPhee and Quebec's
Marie-France Larouche are tied for fourth at
3-2. Both were idle Monday night.

lwiltie Jﬁyé CF;V_er_non Wells
injures hamstring

DUNEDIN,. Fla. (AP) - Toronto Blue. Jays
centre fielder Vermon Wells. injured his left
hamstring during drills Monday asd could be
sidelined for most of spring training.

It's the same hamstring that kept Wells out
for a month last season, The two-time
All-Star was scheduled for an MRI late in the
day and the tearn was waiting for results.

"Right now, preliminarily, I'd say he's going
to miss four weeks" Blue Jays general
manager J.P. Ricciardi was quoied. as saying
by MLB.com.

Wetls missed 52 games due to injuries in
2008, He broke his left wrist making a sliding
catch early in the season, then returned to the
disabled list July 10 with a strained left
hamstring.

Briere's return pushed back to
Friday

VOORHEES, N.J. (AP} - The Flyers are
closer to adding that impact player that so
many teams look - for ~around the trade
deadline. They won't even have to discuss
deals or go outside the locker room to find a
former All-Star.

Danny Briere is feeling stronger, fresher
and more confident that he can finally return
to the lincup this week after missing 33
games with groin injuries. Briere had set
Wednesday as his target date, but the star
centre now expects to play in Philadelphia's
game against Montreal on Friday night.

EDMONTON TO HOST GREY CUP IN
2010

EDMONTON (The Canadian Press)-
The 2010 Grey Cup game will be played
in Edmonton. The CFL tearn will make
the official announcement at a news
conference at Commonwealth:Stadium,
sources told The Canadian Press on
Monday.

- League commissioner Mark Cohon,

Alberta Premier Ed Stelmach and
Edmonton Mayer Stephen Mandel will be
on hand for Tuesday's announcement.

The event will keep the Grey Cup in
Alberta for two years running. The 2002
Grey Cup will be held in Calgary.
Edmonton has hosted the Grey Cup
three times, the last being in 2002 when
Montreal beat the Eskimos 25-16. .

Briere, in the second year of a $52 million,
eighi-year contract, has played in nine games
this season for the Flyers and none since he
injured his groin against Tampa Bay on Dec.

Nabokov leads Sharks past
Stars

DALLAS (AP) - Devin Setoguchi scored with
12:05 remaining, Evgeni Nabokov stopped 29
shots for his 45th career shutout, and the San
Jose Sharks extended their winning streak to
four games with a 1-0 victory over the Dallas
Stars on Monday night.

Setoguchi stickhandled up the right side and
skated around Stars defenceman Darryl Sydor
to get fiee, then fired a low shot from the
circle that beat Dallas goaltender Marty Turco
to the stick side. It was Setoguchi's 25th goal
of the season.

"I saw (Sydor), he kind of stopped at the
blue line," said Setoguchi, who scored his
fifth regular-season goal in the last two
seasons against the Stars. "I had to make a
quick move, and once T did I could get by
him. He could se¢ one of my teammates
coming; and that made him indecisive on the
blue line."

Lions sign Banks to extension
through 2011 season

VANCOUVER (The Canadian Press) - The
B.C. Lions are locking up star defensive back
Korey Banks to a long-term deal.

The CFL team said Monday that Banks has
agreed t0 terms on a contract extension
through the 2011 season.
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"Korey is another key part of ow
consistency on defence and a player we look
to for big plays," Lions GM and head ¢ »ach
Wally Buono said in a release:

The Lions signed defensive backs Iiante
Marsh and Jerome Dennis to coltract
extensions last week.

-Argos officially sign Willie ?ile

MISSISSAUGA, Ont. (The Canadian Pr ss) -
The Toronto Argonauts have offi ially
re-signed free-agent linebacker Willie Pi. 2.

Pile and the team had agreed to term last
week when the free-agent period opened The
deal was announced Monday at the t:am's
training complex in Mississauga.

Pile was Toronto's defensive leader last
season, posting a team-high 75 tackle: that
left him sixth among CFL defenders.

"Willie was our most consistent play:rr on
defence last year," Argos GM Adam Rit: said
in a release. "He will continue to pliy an
important role on our defence for ye:rs to
come,"

Stampeders sign non import
defensive end Alain Kashaiia

CALGARY (The Canadian Press) - The
Calgary’ Stampeders signed non-i nport
defensive end Alain Kashama to a co iract
Monday.

The  six-foot-four, 270-pound Motreal
native had nine tackles and one sacl last
season with the Alouettes and Har iilton
Tiger-Cats.

"I'm very excited about having him co ne in
and compete,”" Stampeders coach and g neral
manager John Hufnagel said in a re ease.
"He's an explosive, veteran, non-i nport
defensive end who will help strengthe) our
defensive line” "7

Richards, ‘};)k:)iil-l,ﬂliliuet
named stars of the week

NEW YORK (The Canadian Press) - A
carcer-best garne helped make Mike Richards
the NHL's first star of the week. F orida
Panther goalies Tomas Vokoun was giv n the
second star on Monday and Clicago
Blackhawks goalie Cristobal Huet was 1 amed
third star.
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Obama vows to halve deficit

WASHINGTON - President Barack Obama
vowed to cui the trillion-plus dollar U.S.
budget deficit by half in his first term, in a
daring pledge issued hours before he was to
make his highly-anticipated first speech to
Congress on Tuesday.

The economy has consumed Obama's time,
but measurements of the U.S. economy's
health have only worsened dramatically as he
pulled together his new administration,
shepherded his $787 billion stimulus bill
through Congress and battled to keep the
nation’s ailing financial sector afloat.

And as Obama looks forward toward deficit
reduction, he knows he's added vast amounts
of federal spending to that indebtedness with
the stimulus plan and untold outlays that still
will be needed to prop up the wobbly banking
and financial sectors.

"If we confront this crisis without also
confronting the deficits that helped cause it
we risk sinking into another crisis down the
road," Obama wamed. "We cannot simply
spend as we please and defer the
conbequences to the next budget the next

administration or the next generation.”

Obama issued the vow shortly after telling
state governors he was sending them- $15
billion to help with health care payments for
poor people - a first outlay by Washington of
Obama's economic stimulus plan designed to
rescue the ecconomy from the steepest
downturn in eight decades.

The administration has also announced it
had revamped financial bailout plans with an
eye to injecting fresh capital into financial
institutions  starting ~ Wednesday. - The
announcement came as concerns grew that
some of the biggest U.S. banks likely need
more federal money to survive the fallout
from the worst financial crisis since the
1930s.

The plan was designed boost available
capital by shifting the nature of government
holdings in the banks without fresh injections
of cash.

The statement did not name any specific
banks or respond to reports that the

government was considering increasing its -

ownershlp of C]t[g:roup Inc.

NKorea preparing satelhte launch

SEQUL, South Korea - North Korea said
Tuesday it is preparing to shoot a satellite into
orbit, its clearest reference yet to an
impending launch that neighbors and the U.S.
suspect will be a provocative test of a long-
range missile.

The statement from the North's space
technology agency comes amid growing
international concern that the communist
nation is gearing up to fire a version of is
most advanced missile - capable of reaching
the U.S. - in coming days, in violation of a
U.N. Security Council resolution.

North Korea asserted last week that it bears
the right to "space development” - words the
vegime has used in the past to disguise a
missile test. In 1998, North Korea test-fired a
Taepodong-| ballistic missile over Japan and
then claimed to have put a satellite into orbit.

"The  preparations  for  launching
experimental  communications  satellite
Kwangmyongsong-2 by means. of. delivery
rocket Unha-2 ar¢ now making brisk
headway" at a launch site in Hwadae in the
northeast, the North's agency said in a
statement carried by Pyongyang's official
Korean Central News Agency. The report did
not say when the launch wonld take place.

Intelligence  officials  reported  brisk
personnel and vehicle activity at the Hwadae
launch site, the Yonhap news agency reported
Tuesday, However, the North has not yet
placed the missile on a launch pad, the report
said.

After mounting the missile, it would take
five to seven days to fuel the rocket, experts
say.

o
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GUANTANAMO DETAINEE FREED

{ ONDON - The first Guantanamo detaine:
released since President Barack Obama
took office returned to Britain on Monday,
saying his seven years of captivity and
torture at an alleged CIA covert site in
Morocco went beyond his "darkes!
nightmares."

i Binyam Mohamed's allegations - includir g
repeated beatings and having his genitals
shced by a scalpel - have sparked lawsuits
that could ensnare the American and Britis n
govemments in protracied court battles.

! Looking frail from a hunger strike,
Mohamed, who once was accused by U.S
authorities of keing part of a conspiracy to
Jetonate a bomb 'on American soil, steppe 1
nff a charter plane and was whisked away
by police, border control agents and
immigration officials.

TAILIBAN EXTEND CEASE-FIRE

SLAMABAD - Taliban militants indefinitely
extended a cease-fire Tuesday in a
northwestern Pakistani valley, granting
more time for peace talks that the United
States worries could create an insurgent
haven in the ruclear- armed country.

" Troops and insurgents have been . .

observing a truce in the Swat valley since
Feb. 15, when Pakistani authorities offerec
to intraduce Islamic faw in the region if
militants lay down their arms. A hard-line
cleric is negotiating a possible deal with th :
militants on behalf of the government.

THAI ANTI-GOVERNMENT GROUP
STAGES PROTEST

BANGKOK - Saveral thousand protesters
allied with exiled former Prime Minister
Thaksin Shinawatra marched toward the
prime minister's office Tuesday, demandin ;
‘? dissolution of Parliament and the holding
of snap elections.

| One of the pratest leaders, Jakrapob
Penakir, said the demonstrators would
samp out around Government House for a
least two days to press their demands but
would not force theif<vay into the -
compound
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Amsterdam + 37 45 Rain
Athens 36 45 Rain
Auclland 55 73 Rain
Barlin 36 37 Rain
Brussels 41 45 Rain
Buenos Aires 87 72 Clear
Cairo 30 64 Rain
Cogenhagen 28 36 Snow

T1in 41 50 Rain
Hong Kong 70 81 cClear
Istanbul ~ 36 41 Rain
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Johannesburg 59 77 Rain
Landan 43 50 Rain
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Mexico City 41 72 cClear
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sap Paulo 6l B4 Rain
Singapore 73 90 Rain
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Sydney 70  90. Clear
Tokyo 39 50 - Rain
Torpnto 16 21 Snow
Zurich 30 41 Rain
U.5. WEATHER

: Hi to:outlook
Anchorage 23 9 2Cldy
AtTanta 48 26 Clear
Bustun 42 . 28 Clear
chicag 24 9 Clear
Da11a5/Ft worth 60 41 Cloudy
Denver 6l 268 Cloudy
Great Falls 43 25 Cloudy
Houstoh oo wee B4 37 PCldy
Kansas City 38 22 FPCldy
tas Vega% 70 54 cloudy
Los Angeles 73 .61 Cloudy
Miami “Beach 81 6% Cloudy
Mp1s/5t Paul i8 0 Cclear
New Orleans 57 43 Clear
New vork City 44 27 PCldy
Phpenix 78 - 60 ~Clgudy
Salt Lake City 46 .36 Rain
San Francisco 57 53 Rain
Seattle 57 44 Rain
Washington, 42 28 Clear

National Temgérature EXTremes ;
High sunday 83 at Nogales, Ariz.
Low Monday -20 At Cook, Minn.

Report urges boost for famlly
planning -

NEW YORK - Publicly funded family
planning prevents nearly 2 million unintended
pregnancies and more than 800,000 abortions
in the United States each year, saving billions
of dollars, according to new research intended
to counter comservative ocbjections to
expanding the program.

The data is in a report being released
Tuesday by the Guttmacher Institute, a
reproductive-health think tank whose research
is generally respected even by experts and
activists who don't share its advocacy of
abortion rights.

Report - co-author ‘Rachel Benson. Gold
called the family planning program "smart
government at its best," asserting that every
dollar spent on it saves taxpayers 34 in costs
associated with unintended births to mothers
eligible for Medicaid-funded natal care.

Despite such arguments, federal funding for
famnily planning is a divisive issue.

- White House helicopters

WASHINGTON - President Barack Obama
never had a helicopter, which he says might
explain why he is perfectly happy with the
current White House fleet and does not need a
more costly one.

At the conclusion of a fiscal meeting at the
White House on Monday,. Obama . faced
questions from -Republican and Democratic
lawmakers, including his former premdentlal
rival, Sen. John.Mc¢Cain.

McCain bemoaned cost overruns in military
procurement. The new fleet of 28 Marine One
helicopters being built by Lockheed Martin
Corp., now over budget at $11.2 billion, will
cost more than Air Force One.,

Obama said the helicopter he has now
seems adequate, adding that he never had a
helicopter before, - and "maybe I've been
depnved and I didn't know it."

under review

| Obama said he already has talker to
Defense Secretary Raobert Gates zsout
reviewing the program and its balloc aing
costs.

"It s an example of the . procure nent
process gone amok, and we're going to 1ave
to fix it," Obama said.

The U.S. Navy, in charge of overseein; the
helicopter program, reported to Congre:s in

- Jamuary that its price tag had nearly dou led.

That notification triggered a formal pre cess
mandating that the program be re- certific d as
a national security requirement by s¢nior
Pentagon leaders.

The Navy waited almost a vear b fore
formally disclosing the information to
lawmakers as it sought to find ways to eep
the program within budget. Those ef orts
falled

House Democrats unvell spendmg blll

WASHINGTON - House Democrats unveiled
a-$410 billion spending bill on Monday to
keep the government running through the end
of the fiscal vear, setting up the second
political struggle” over federal funds in less
than a month with Republicans.

The measure * includes thousands of
earmarks, the pet projects favored by
lawmakers but ‘often criticized by the public
in opinion polls. There was no official total of
the bill's earmarks; which accounted for at
least $3.8 billion,

The leglslatmn whlch mciudes an increase

of roughly 8 percent over spending in the last
fiscal year, is expected to clear the Hiuse
fater in the week.

! Democrats defended the spending incre: ses,
"saymg they were needed to make up for cuts
enacted in recent years or proposed a year ago
by then-President George W. Bush in he Jth,
bducatmn energy and other programs.

i Republicans countered that the spendir z in
the bill far outpaced inflation, and amou 1ted
to much higher increases when comb ned
Wlth spending in the stimulus legislation that
Presu:lent Barack Obama signed last week

Health care costs to top $8 000 per person

WASHINGTON -~ A new government report
on medical costs paints a stark picture for
President Barack Obama, who is expected to
call for a health care overbaul in a speech
Tuesday night to a joint session of Congress.

Even before lawmakers start debating how
care is delivered to the American people, the
report shows the economy is making the job
of reform harder.

Health care costs will top $8,000 per person
this year, consuming an ever- bigger slice of a
shrinking economic pie, says the report by the
Depariment of Health and Human Services,
due out Tuesday.

As the recession cuts inte tax receipts, the
giant hospital trust fund run by the federal
Medicare program for the elderly is running

put of cash more rapidly, and could bec wne
insolvent as early as 2016, the report :aid.
That's three years sooner than previo sly
forecast

: At the same time, the govermment’s alr ady
Iarge share of the nation’s health care bill wiil
keep growing.
. Programs such as Medicaid, the fec sral
program that aids low-income people, are
expanding to take up some of the slacl. as
more people lose job- based coverage. nd
baby boomers will soon start reaching 65 and
signing up for Medicare. Those trcnds
together mean that taxpayers will be
tesponsible for more than half of the nati m's
health care bill by 2016 -just seven years [ om
fnow.
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Blanket is 'evidence boy planned to kill’

PITTSBURGH -. An [ll-year-old hoy
apparently covered his shotgun with a blanket
to keep it hidden when he left his bedroom,
went downstairs and fatally shot his father's
pregnant girlfriend in the head as she slept, a
prosecutor said Monday.

The blue blanket, which has a quarter-sized
hole that appeared to be singed from a
shotgun blast, supports a claim that the crime
was premeditated, Lawrence County District
Attorney John Bongivengo said.

Police found the blanket in the farmhouse
where the boy, Jordan Brown, lived with his
father; the fathers gtr[frlend Kenzie Marie

Houk; and her two daughters, ages 7 and 4.
Houk was killed Friday moming while
Brown's father was at work and the two girls
were in the home, authorities believe.

"The operating theory is that he covered the
gun with the blanket to hide it when he came
downstairs” from his bedroom to shoot Houk,
who was in a first-floor bedroom,
Bongivengo said. "It wasn't used to muffle
(the shot) or anything, the blanket wasn't thick
enough for that."

Brown got the youth-sized shotgun as a
Christmas present, and used it to win a turkey
shoot on Valentme ] Day

Possible Levy suspect had troubled past

WASHINGTON - Since Washington intern
Chandra Levy disappeared in 20601, one name
had been. famitiar: Gary Condit,.the former
congressman  who . was  questioned by
authorities in her disappearance.

But a man named Ingmar Guandique was
never tar away. The Salvadoran immigrant
lived in an apartment near the park where
Levy's remains were found. He's now serving
time in federal prison for assaulting two
femalé  joggers ~there weeks after Levy
disappeared.

An arrest in'the Levy case is imminent, and

two people with knowledge of the case have

told Thé Associated Press that Guandigue
will be charged.

Relatives and court records offer a g[lmpse :
described. . by

of Guandique,  who ..was
prosecutors as 4 violent’ predator with drug

and alcohol problems and poor self-control.

But there are stili few answers for why it's
taken so long to make an arrest in a case that
some say brought down a popular
congressman and embarrassed District of
Columbia police.

Guandique left the San Miguel area of
eastern El Salvador for the U.S. about eight
vears ago. He had been in the Washington
area since at least 2000, moving often and
taking day-laborer jobs like carpentry and
construction, according to cowrt records.

But he quickly ran into legal and personal
problerns. The Washington Pdst, © which
explored the Levy case in a 12-part series last
year, reported that Guandique was &n illegal

immigrant who had abused his ex- gn‘[fr:end '

Iris Portillo.

Battle over secret accounts to take months

MIAMI - A federal judge decided Monday it
will take months to determine if and when:the
Internal ' Revenue Service will leam the
identities of 52,000 wealthy Amnericans who
have secret accounts at Swiss bank UBS AG.

U.S. District Judge Alan S. Gold set a July
I3 hearing on the IRS lawsuit, unless an
agrecment is reached first. UBS claims that
furning over the account names would violate
Swiss privacy law and jeopardize the bank's
license to stay in business.

"Such violations would expose these (UUBS)
cmployees to substantial prison terms, as well
as fines, penaliies and other sanctions,” the

UBS lawyers said in a court filing last week.
"There is simply no reason to have, nor equity
in having, such an expedited process here."

The IRS had sought an accelerated
timetable, but Justice Department tax attormey
Stuart Gibson and UBS lawyers told Gold ata
brief telephone hearing Monday they had
agreed on a lengthier process. Gold also set a
series of deadlines for court filings.

"I would appreciate the continued efforts to
discuss this matter; to narrow down what the
legal issues are and the factual issues are,"
Gold said.

H

HOWARD ZIEFF DIES

LOS ANGELES - Howard Zieff, a film
and television commercial director
whose works included "Private
Benjamin” and "My Girl," has died. He
was 81.

- Zieff died Sunday of Parkinson's
disgase in Los Angeles, said his wife
Ronda Gomez-Quinonas,

: Goldie Hawn, who received an Oscar
nomination for best actress for her role n
"Privaie Benjamin”in 1980, said Zieff
thad a special talent for directing
comedies, always a rare giit."

i "What [ remember and cherish most
was his humor and love of laughter,”
Hawn said in a statement.

i Zieff is also credited with helping to
change the face of American
commercials in the 1960s with witty
slice-of life vignettes, such as his "Spicy
Meatball" spot for Atka-Seltzer.

BRITNEY'S DAD TESTIFIES FOR
RESTRAINING ORDER

LOS ANGELES - Briney Spears' father
estifiad for nearly 90 minutes Monday
about why he feit a long-term restraining
order should be issued against three
psople, including the singer's former
manager and an ex- boyfriend.

- Jamie Spearsiwas the first witness to
testify-in the restraining order case, and it
clid littie to establish direct contact
bstween Osama "Sam"” Lutfi and his
daughter since a conservatorship was

: estabhshed a’ year ago.

' Cafling Lutfi a "predator” and repeatlnu
an ailegation thai he ground medication
ihto his daughter's food, Jamie Spears
Said he thought his daughter's one-tirrie
friend and manager was a danger 10:the
family.

STEVIE WONDER HONORED

WASHINGTON - Stevie Wonderis in
Washington {o receive the Gershwin
Prize for Popular Song from the Library
of Congress.

. He'll'also perform a newly composed
song for the first fime Monday evening
during a concert at the library. The librai y
commissioned the tune that will be
performed with a full orchestra.

- Later this week, President Barack
©Obama will award Wonder the Gershwil .
Prize in a White House ceremony.
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Research sheds light on irregular heartbeat

WASHINGTON - How the heart handles
anger seems to prediet who's at risk for a
life-threatening irregular heartbeat.

Negative hostility and
depression have long been considered risks
for developing heart digease, and deaths from
cardiac arrest rise after disasters such as
earthquakes,

But research released Monday goes a step
farther, uncovering a_tel_ltalé pattern in the
EKGs of certain heart patients when they
merely recall a maddening event - an anger
spike that foretold bad-news.

In already vulnerable people, "anger causes
electrical ‘changes in* the heart," said. Dr.
Rachel Lampert, a Yale University
cardiologist who led the work. When that
happens even in the doctor's office, "that
means they're more-likely to have arrhythmias
whet they go out in real life."

emotions  like

At issue is cardiac arrest, when the heart's
clectrical systerm goes haywire and heartbeat
abruptly stops. - Survival requires a fast
clectrical shock from a device called a
defibrillator.

To track anger's effect, Lampert gave EKGs
to 62 patients who had defibrillators
their chests because  of
preexisting heart disease. When they
recounied sormething that had made them
angry, some patients experienced beat-to-beat
EKG alterations that were similar to irregular
heartbeat-predicting alterations that doctors
can spot during treadmill testing.

In other words, the emotional stress was
producing a red flag like physical stress can.
But it did so without causing the jump in

implanted in

heart rate that exercise does, suggesting
anger's Adrenalin rush may act directly on
heart cells.
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MUSIC: How old was George Gershwir
when he died of a brain tumor?

SCIENCE: What connects muscle to
bhone? '

SPORTS: Which sports stadium was
known as 'The House That Ruth Bullt'?
{Answers on Page 8)

FISH PEDICURES BANNED

TALLAHASSEE, Fla, - A trendy pedicu e
with fish that nibble dead skin from the
feet has been nipped in the bud. The'
Florida Board of Cosmetology has
banned the procedure, even before it
was known to beofferad anywherg intl e
state. The board said salons had been
inquiring about its legality and decided o
presmptively strike.

 Headland SatNews SUDOKU

5. Earth fummp (4)

8. Ascend (5)
. Waterproof hat (9)
. Shut (3)

68 517

. Assent signal (3)
. Factory (5)

216

. Christmas wood (4,3)
. Overtaking (7)

| ]

. Head cavity (3)
. Pounds weight (3)

. Not nice (5}
. For that reason (9)
. Blotch (5)

|

. Ladder rail (4)

. ‘Young hawk (4)

DOWN

|

. Polar mass {6)
. Compound lens glasses (8)

6

. Forgetful (6,6)
. Stale, musty (6)

319 712

.-Beyond time (4)

. Bravery {6}

. Unafraid state (12}
. Games-official (8)
. Bag carrier (6)

. Miserable {6}

. Adage (0)

21, Miserly {4}
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The object is to fill in
the squares 5o that
eachrow, column &
box contains the
numbers 1-9.
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Sooners fall to Kansas

NORMAN, Okia. - Without Blake Griffin,
No. 3 Cklahoma is suddenly beatable - and
out of first place in the Big 12

Tyshawn Taylor scored a career-high 26
points and Sherron Collins added 22 of his 26
points in the second half as No. 15 Kansas
surged to the top of the conference standings
with a 87-78 victory Monday night against
third-ranked Oklahoma.

"We control our own destiny, We fecl pretty
good about it, but we know it's not a given
vet," Collins said. "We've still got to go out
and make it happen.”

Cole Aldrich was able to dominate inside
with the Sooners missing Griffin, 2 preseason
All-American, because of a concussion. He
had 15 points and a career-high 20 rebounds
as the Jayhawks (23-3, 12- Big 12) took
contrel in the race for their fifth straight
canference title.

"With or without Blake, theyre a great
team,” Aldrich said. "They showed it tonight.
Blake would have definitely helped a lot if
they would have had him, but that's kind of
how the ball bounces. You just get an
unfortunate injury like that, and you've just
got to go with it." '

The Big 12's biggest game so far this season
lacked some of the sizzle after Griffin was
ruled qut because of the concussion that left
him dazed on the sidelines of the loss at
Texas on Saturday night. The player of the
year contender is the NCAA's leader in
rebounding average (13.8) and
double~doubles (22} and the Big 12's top
scorer with 22 points per game.

But instead of suiting up, Griffin was in a
dark sports jacket and jeans. He participated
in a pregame team huddle in the tunnel and
hugged Aldrich and Collins as he walked out
to the court to watch the Sooners warm up.
After that, he was merely a cheerleader.

He got fired ap as the Sooners (22-3, 11-2}
deployed a full-court press to eat away at the
Jayhawks' lead that reached 20 midway
through the second half, but the rally could
only cut the deficit to three in the final 3
minutes.

Harris half-court shot gives
Nets win

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. - Devin Harris
hit an unhelievable lunging hatf- court shot at
the buzzer and the New Jersey Nets snapped a
season-high five-game losing streak with a
98-96 victory over the slumping Philadelphia
76ers on Monday night.

0
v

NBA

New York 123, Indiana 119

New Jersey 38, Phildadelphia 96

utah 108,  atlanta 89

Boston_1ll4, penver 76

New Orleans 112, Sacramento 1035
L.A. Clippers 118, Golden State 105

NHL

san Jose 1, pallas O

Men's Top 25

kKangas (15) 87, oklahoma (3) 78
LouisviTle (6) 76, Georgetown 58

Women's Top 25
Texas A&M (12} 57
north carolina (9)

oktahoma (2) 56
74, N.C. State 57

COLLEGE BASKETBALL POLL
THE AP TOP 25

Pittsburgh (69

Connecticut_ (1

. Dklahoma (23

. North _carolina

. Memphis

. Louisville
buke
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With players from both teams surrounding
the scorer's table, the referees watched replays
of Harris' shot for nearly three minutes before
signaling the basket was good.

Seconds earlier, the 76ers seemingly nailed
down the victory when Andre Iguodala sank
the second of two free throws to give them a
one-point lead with 1.8 seconds to play.

The Nets quickly inbounded to Hartis, who
bobbled the ball after bumping with Iguodala
and then heaved in the winner from in front
of the scorer's table.

Harris finished with a game-high 39 poiats,
but his 22nd shot of the night will be one
Nets fans remember, especially if it helps key
a rin to the playoffs.

Vince Carter added 10 points, including a
driving layup with 13.2 seconds to play that
tied the game at 95.

Colts agree to release Marvin
Harrison

INDIANAPOLIS - Marvin Harrison ref 1sed
to take a pay cut” The Indianapolis ( olis
couldn't afford to keep him withott one.

On Monday, the two sides rea hed
agreement on one thing: Harison will e a
free agent.

- Agent Tom Condon told The Associited
Press that Indianapolis has agreed to rel :ase

" the franchise’s all-time leading rece ver,

although an official announcement is not
expected until Tuesday or Wednesday.

i The decision comes one day after 12am
president Bill Polian said he hoped to cat a
deal that would keep Harrison in Indy. W hen
Harrison said no, the Colts said farewell.

. "Basically, we were not able to come to any
kind of agreement, it was not contentious and
the Colts have agreed to release b m,"
Condon said in aphone-interview:

It's not a surprising move because the  olts
would save about 36 million, based on
Harrison's base safary. They would stil be
charged for prorated bonuses from the $66
million deal he signed in December 2004,

The Colts found it too expensive for a
36-year-old receiver coming off one of the
least productive seasons of his career.

Reeling Rangers fire Renne;-

NEW. YORK - Tom Renney was firer as
coach of the New York Rangers on Mo day
and replaced by John Tertorella in an attc mpt
to save a season that has spiraled ou of
control. . :

The Rangers opened 10-2-1, but 10 lcsses
in the last 12 games have knocked the t2am
out of contention for the Atlantic Div:ision
title and placed it in danger of missing the
playoffs completely.

Tortorella led the Tampa Bay Lightnir g to
the Stanley Cup title in 2004 and was le: go
following last season. The Rangers were not
required to provide compensation to the
Lightning,

Renney, a former coach of the Vanco wver
Canucks, was 164-121-42 with the Range s in
four-plus seasons and ranks fourth on the
team's career wins and games coached list ;.

. In recent home games, fans had chanter for
Renney's dismissal.

: "I've beén thinking about it the last coiple
of weeks," general manager Glen Sather aid.
“Twish it hadn't have come to this, but it did.
‘After the last two or three games it was
obvious something had to be done.”




PAGE 6 - Tuesday, February 24, 2009
Headland SatNews {Source: Associated Press)

USA TIMES

Assistant coach Perry Pearn was also fired,
but fellow assistant Mike Peline was retained
along with goalie coach Benoit Allaire, the
Rangers said. Jim Schoenfeld, the team's
assistant general manager, will also serve as
an interim assistant coach.

Barkley pleads guilty to DUI
charges o

SCOTTSDALE, Arizona - Charles Barkley
will serve time in jail after pleading guilty
Meonday to charges of driving drunk.

According to Scottsdale court records, the
45-year-old former NBA star pleaded guilty
to two misdemeanor charges related to the
same drunken driving arrest.

Barkley, who works as a TV analyst, is set
to begin a five-day jail sentence on March 21.
The Hall of Famer musf pay more than $2,000
in fines and attend an alcohol treatment
program. Under Arizona law, he'll also be
forced to install an ignition interlock device
on his vehicles.

Barkley was stopped by police Dec. 31
shortly after leaving a Scottsdale nightclub.
He was arrested after failing a sobriety test.
He-had a blood-alcohal level of .149 percent,
nearly twice the legal limit of .08 percent in
Arizona when he was pulled over.

After a six-week [eave of absence, Barkley
resumed his studic analyst role for TNT last
week.

Pittsburgh back an top

PITTSBURGH - Pittsburgh jumped from
fourth to No. ! in The Associated Press’
college basketbail poll following a week in
which the top three teams all lost,

The Panthers (25-2) made history on Jan. 5
when they became No. 1 for the first time
ever. Almost two months later they're back on
top after making Connecticut one of those
highly ranked losers.

"It's been talked about o much and with its
TV ratings the game has reached that level
great games do," Pittsburgh coach Jamie
Dixon said of last Monday's 76-68 victory
over the Huskies, who were No. | for three
weeks.

“T thought we competed and executed pretty

well and didnt shoot great, but they focused
on execution and commitment and that was
definitely there."

That win, and Saturday's 80-61 victory over
DePaul, allowed the Panthers to take
advantage of the losses by Connecticut,
Olklahoma and North Carolina to make the

It was the first time the top three teams fost
in the same week since November 2003,
when the top four teams - Connecticut, Duke,
Michigan State and Arizona - all were
defeated.

No. 6 Louisville rides fast start
to win

WASHINGTON - Earl Clark scored 22
points, and No. 6 Louisville overcame 16
turnovers with good defense and solid 3-point
shooting Monday night in a 76-58 victory
over Georgetown that moved the Cardinals
into a tie for first place in the Big Fast,

The Cardinals started 9-for-9 from the field
- their first miss coming nearly 11 minutes.in
- and were 7-for-7 from 3-point range well
into the second half. The marksmanship was
more of a necessity than a luxury because
they were so careless with the ball, but the
initial shooting burst was enough to build a
lead that kept Georgetown at bay throughout
the second half.

Samardo Samuels, Terrence Williams and

~ Preston Knowles added 10 points apiece for

the Cardinals (22-5, 13-2), who have won
four- straight and are tied with Connecticut
atop the conference standings.

Louisville had a 17-point first-half lead cut
to eight in the second half and shot only
15-for-35 after the 9-for-9 start, but the
defense forced 14 Georgetown turnovers and
held the Hoyas to 31 percent shooting in the
second half.

Nabokov leads Sharks past
Stars

DALLAS - The San Jose Sharks got a perfect
shot from Devin Setoguchi and perfect
goaltending from Evgeni Nabokov,

Setoguchi scored with 12:05 remaining,
Nabolov stopped 29 shots for his 45th career
shutout, and the Sharks extended their
winning streak to four games with a 1-0
victory over the Dallas Stars on Monday
night. .

Setoguchi stickhandled up the right side and
skated around Stars defenseman Darryl Sydor
to get free, then fired a low shot from the
circle that beat Dallas goaltender Marty Turco
to the stick side. It was Setoguchi's 25th goal
of the season.

"I saw (Sydor), he kind of stopped at the
blue line," said Setoguchi, who scored his
fifth regular-season goal in the last two
seasons against the Stars. "I had to make a
quick move, and once I did T could get by
him. He could see one of my teammates

biggest jump to No. 1 since UCLA went from ! coming, and that made him indecisive on the

fifth to No. 1 on-Nov. 28, 2006.

blue line."

Headland Media produces the
market-leading Headland SatNews service,
incorporating the News On-Board and
HorelNewspapers brands. The service cover:
30 countries in more than 11 languages and s
delivered daily by e-mail or via satellite.
fel: +44 151 236 4124 (UK}
and +1 954 492 2292 (US)

E-mail: news@headlandmedia.com
Website: www.headlandmedia.com

Turco felt he should have sto) ped

i Setoguchi's shot, missing the puck by incl es.
© "Hindsight is always a beautiful thing : ad 1

wish 1 could have had that one back,” T rco
said. "You'd like to be in good position and

" take away that spot. If T was one inch ov r to

the right and in a perfect square positicn, I
would have had a lot better chance of sa ing
it."

?_Blue Jays CF Vernon Wells
injures hamstring

DUNEDIN, Fla. - Vernon Wells hurt his
hamstring again - before the Toronto Iilue
Jays even staried spring training games,

The high-priced center fielder injured his
left leg during drills Monday in Dunedin, ‘la.,
and could be sidelined for most of sping
training,

It's the same hamstring that kept Wells out
for a month last season. The two- iime
All-Star was scheduled for an MRI late ir the
{ay and the team was waiting for results.

"Right now, preliminarily, I'd say he's g ving
to miss four weeks" Blue Jays ger aral
manager J.P. Ricciardi told MLB.com,

Toronto manager Cito Gaston said he

“thought Wells was hurt running the bases.

. "I was on another field," Gaston said, "t ut 1
noticed he wasn't doing the cutoffs and r¢ ays
so it must have happened during that time *

Gaston said the only positive thing ai om
Welis' injury is that it happened earls in
spring training.

"He's got a chance to be ready to stait the
season," possibly as a designated hiter,
Gaston said.

r(feitics ihrz-lsh frazzled
Nuggets

DENVER - At this rate, Kevin Gamett can
take all the time he needs to get healthy. _
The Boston Celtics handed the Nuggets ine
of the worst home losses in their his ory
Monday night, routing Denver 1]14-76 bel ind
26 points from Ray Allen. It was Bostin's
second game since Garnett strained a mu «cle
in his right knee that is expected to sidek 1ed

him for at least two weeks.
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Major indexes fall to 1997
levels

NEW YORK - Wall Street has tumed the
clock back to 1997.

[nvestors unable to extinguish their worries
about a recession that has no end in sight
dumped stocks again Monday.

The Dow dropped 250.89, or 341 percent,
to 7,114.78. It last closed this low on May 7,
1997 when it finished at 7,085.65.

The Standard & Poor's 500 index fell 26.72,
or 3.47 percent, to 743.33. It was the lowest
close since April 11, 1997, when it ended at
737.65.

The technology-laden Nasdaq composite
index dropped 53.51,
i,387.72.

Investors looking for 2 bottom also dumped
smaller stocks. The Russell 2000 index of
smaller companies fell 16.38 or 3.99 percent,
to 394.58.

Declining issues outnumbered advancers by
more than 6 to 1 on the New York Stock
Exchange, where consolidated volume came
to 6.35 billion shares compared with heavy
volume of 8.12 billion shares on Friday.

Among tech stocks, Hewlett-Packard Co.
feli $1.96, or 6.3 percent, to $29.28, and Intel
Corp. dove 70 cents, or 5.5 percent, to
$12.08.

Other big losers included General Electric
Co., which dropped to a 14-year low of $8.80,
but ended down 33 cents, or 5.7 percent, at
$8.85. Aluminum producer Alcoa Inc.
tumbled 48 cents, or 7.6 percent, to-§5.81.

Some fimancial stocks managed to gain,
including Citigroup, which rose 19 cents, or
9.7 percent, to $2.14, and Bank of America
Corp., which gained 12 cents, or 3.2 percent,
to $3.91.

Bond prices were mixed. The yield on the
benchmark 10-year Treasury note, which
moves opposite its price, fell to 2.76 percent
from 2.79 percent late Friday. The yield on
the three-month T-bill, considered one of the
safest investments, rose to 0.29 percent from
(.26 percent Friday.

The dollar was mixed against other major
currencies, while gold prices feil.

Light, sweet crude fell $1.59 to settle at
$38.44 ‘per barrel on the New York
Mercantile Exchange.

Overseas, Britain's FTSE 100 fell 0.99
percent, Germany's DAX index felt 1.95
percent, and France's CAC-40 stipped 0.82
percent. Earlier, Japan's Nikkei stock average
tell 0.54 percent.

or 3.71 percent, to

WALL STREET INDEXES

Monday close
pow Jones Indust. 7114.78 =-250.89
S&p 500 N 743.33 -26,72
NYSE Composite 4633.78 -170.73
Amex Index 1293.32 -40.17
NASB Composite 1387.72 -53.51
? Composite 645.19 -25.19
ue Line Geometric 177.47 - 7.35
Va ue Line Arithmetic 1142.42 -45.14
wilshire 5000 7525.62 ~276.08
Russell 2000 394.58 -16.38
60 MOST ACTIVE STOCKS
Prices as of Mon Feb 23 17:36:38
AT&T Inc NY 22.68 -.90
ActivsBlz s NA 9.43 +.03
AmInt'i Gp NY .53 -.01
[f'le Inc NA 86,95 -4,25%
dMatl MNA 8,37 -.39
ofam NY 3.91 +,12
Br‘oadcom NA 15.35 -1.10
cisco NA 14.36 .72
citigrp NY 2.14 +.19
comcast NA 12.69 -.13
CVRD NY 12,00 -1.60
DJEA Diam NY 71.15 -2.58
Dell. Inc NA .7.99 -.42
o er1 neull NY 4.41 -.49
Drysh 'l[]J NA 3.92 +.13
E'Idor'G dag AM 9.34 +.32
ExxonMb] NY 69,30 -1.93
EifthThird NA 1.24 +.2%1
FordM NY 1.73 +.15
GenElec NY 8.85 -.53
HartfdFn NY §.68 -.11
HewlettP NY 29.28 -1.06
'!Sh:la[zjn NY 7.30 -.32
ishch2s s NY 2480 -.34
jshemkt . s NY 20.99 ~.53
1S Eafe NY 34,52 -1.37
iShR2K NY 39,56 ~1.58
iShREsSt NY 25.27 -2.08
Intel NA 12.08 -.70
JPMorgCh NY 19.51 -.39
Microsoft NA 17.21 -.79
Morgstan NY if.82 -.61
My1an NA 12.87 +.26
NewsCpA NA 2. 78 -, 26
NthgtM g AM 1.42 ~.01
NovaChem NY 5.21 +3. 87
Nvidja NA /.26 -.35
aracie MNA 15.86 -.70
pfizer NY 13,27 -.44
PsCrudeDL n - AM 1.90 -.07
Pwshs QQQ NA 27.86 -1.01
Prushs&p NY a7.27 - +6.26
Praulltqon NY 23.16 -1.71
Prou] tSP NY 17.70 -1.33
proushog NY, 31.35 +2.660
Proul to&G NY' 20.43 -1.96
ProdltFin NY 2.01 -,19
Qualcom KA 32.78 -1.29
RschMotn NA 37.42° -1.73
Schwab NA 12.11 -.B9
Sirjusxm NA .13 +.01
Sgr'mtwex NY 3.31 +.09
SPDR AM 74.65 ~2.77
5p Mid AM 81.51 -3.40
SP Engy NY 40,40 -1,98
SPDR Ficl NY 7.18 -.26
Timewarn NY 7.54 +.19
Us Bancrp NY 11.33 +.75
us_011Fd NY 23.32 -1.03
wellsFargo NY 11.03 +.12
(NY=NYSE; AM=AMEX; NA=NASDACQ)
FOREIGN STOCK INDEXES
Monda§ Previous
Amsterdam AEX 223.9 225.13
Brussels Bel-25 1725.58 740.36
Frank¥urt DAX 3936.45 4014.66
Hong Kong H-S 13175.10 12699.17
Londo FT-100 3850.73 3889.06
Mexico IPC 17956.40 18324.23
Milan MIB 12639.00 12804.00
Paris CAC-40 2727 .87 2750.55
sydney aAlT ord 3304.10 3353.00
Tokyo © Nikkei 7376.16 7416.38
Toronto TSE-300 7647 .67 7949,95
Zurich SMI 4797.12 4851.21

NEW YORK EXCHANGE RATES
Monday Previo s
Australia (pollar) 1.5575' 1.54 §
Br‘"lta'ln (Poun $1.4486 $1.44 2
canada (Dollar 1.2516 1.24 4
h1na (Yuan) 6.8370 .83 2
E - $1.2713° 51.28 1
Hong Kong (Do'l'lar) 7.75386 7.75 0
India {ROpee) 49,559 49.5 §
Japan (Yen) . 94.60 93. 0
Mexico (Peso} 14,9415 14.76 5
Horway (Krone B6.8235 6.78 1
Russia (Ruble 36.0295 35.90 8
51nga¥orja {Do1lar} 1.5294 1.52°3
50, Africa (Rand) 10.0701 10.06 3
switzerland (Franc) 1.1671 1.15 8
Forecasters see higher
unemployment in 2009
WASHINGTON - Brace yourself: Fhe

recession is projected to worsen this year. [he
country stands to lose a sizable chunl of
economic activity in 2009 as consumer: at
home and abroad retrench in the face of
persistent economic troubles.

And the U.S. unemployment rate - no v/ at
7.6 percent, the highest in more than 16 y rars
- is expected hit & peak of 9 percent this v ar.

That gloomy outlook came from lea ing
forecasters in the latest survey by the Nati mal
Association for Business Economics t¢ be
released Monday.

. In 2008, the jobless rate averaged 5.8
percent, the highest since 2003. The sum ey's
median forecast - or. middle point - callec for
the unemployment rate to rise to 8.4 per :ent
this year and 8.8 percent fext year,

. Companies touching every part of the
economy have announced thousands of
layoffs already this year and more cuts ¢ ime

. last. week. Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co., iaid

it will cut nearly 5,000 jobs, or almot 7
percent of its work Torce, this year, follos ring
the ‘elimination of about 4,000 jobs in the
second half of last year,

. General Mators Corp. and Chrysler, waich
are asking the government for billions T 1ore
in aid to remain viable, announced plar; to
cut 50,000 more jobs, 47,000 of which wuld
be at GM.

M_ic“ron Tech to cut up to 2,(00
more jobs

BOISE, Idaho - Just two months after sa Ang
more local job cuts weren't expested,
computer chip maker Micron Technology Inc.
announced - it will slash as many as 2 000
workers by the end of August and phase out
certain fanufacturing operations at its B ise,
Idaho facility, amid the weak economy and
lower demand for its DRAM memory chij s.
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The company said late Monday it will end
manufacturing of DRAMSs on 200-millimeter
wafers in Boise, cutting 500 jobs in the near
term. The 200-millimeter wafers are being
shelved . in favor. of'. 300-millimeter - wafer
plants, which are more cost-etfective.

Micron makes DRAM, or dynamic random
access memory, a type of memory chip that
has suffered in the last two years from
oversupply and pricing pressure on chips used
in personal computers and the slumping
automobile industry.

Its rivals also are hurting. South Korea's
Hynix Seémiconductor - has posted five
consecutive quarterly losses, including nearly
&1 bitlion in the three months ending Dec. 31,
while German memory-chip maker Qimonda
AG filed for bankruptcy protection in
January, Hynix has said DRAM prices
dropped 43 percent from the third quarter.

Spansion slashes 35 pct of
workforce

SUNNYVALE, California - Troubled flash
memory maker Spansion Inec. said late
Monday it will stash its global work force by
35 percent, affecting about 3,000 employees,
mostly at manufacturing sites.

The move comes as Spansion, one of the
warld's argest makers of flash memory chips
used in digital cameras and other gadgets, is
cutting costs amid a company-wide
restructuring effort and exploring a possible
sale.

"The global recession is forcing us to make
this very difficult decision’in order to bring
our costs in'line with the current expectations
for significantly reduced revenues,” said John
Kispert, -Spansion - president and chief
executive, in a statement,

The job cuts are expected to :cost $25
million during the first half of 2009, but
generate - annual cash  cost ‘savings - of
approximately $225 million.

Judge orders Thain to testify
on Merrill bonuses

CHARLOTTE, N.C. - A New York judge
ordered former Merrill Lynch & Co. CEOQ
John Thain to testify about bonuses paid to
Merrill employees before the company was
sold to Bank of America Gorp. :

New York's Attorney General Andrew
Cuomo filed a motion in the state's Supreme
Court Monday asking that Thain be
compelied to provide details on the bonuses,
which he had declined to give during a
deposition Thursday.

Thain's attorney Andrew Levander later
Monday said that the motion was granted and
Thain will answer the questions Tuesday.

MUSIC: George Gershwin was just 38
years old when he died of a brain fumor.

SCIENCE: Tendons connect muscle to
bone.

SPORTS: The New York Yankees'
stadium was known as ‘The House That
Ruth Built'.

UNITED AUTO WORKERS

DETROIT ~ The United Auto Workers
union said Monday it reached a tentative
deal with Ford Motor Co. on how the
company will furd a trust that will pay
retiree health care expenses.

The union says that a 2007 agreement

with the automaker about funding for the
union-run trust had been modified. Ford
said the agreement allows the company
to settle sach-scheduled payment to the
trust with up io 50 percent of Ford stock.
Previously, Ford was required to make

the multimillion-dollar payments.in cash.

FREDDIE MAC

WASHINGTON - Lawyers hired by
mortgage finance giant Freddie Mac are
quietly investigating the firm's own $2
million lobbying campaign, reports say.
The lobbying.effort helped quash

. proposed new regulations on the

company hefore the housing market
collapsed.

THE CAMPBELL SOUP CO.

MOUNT LAUREL, New Jersey - The
Campbell Soup C~. said Monday that its
second-guarter profit dropped 15 percent
as its main U.S. soup division did well
but business slowed in other divisions
and it was hurt by the stronger doflar,
The company said it eamed $233 million,
or 64 cents per share, for the three
months ended Feb. 1.

MEDTRONIC

MINNEAPOLIS - Medironic announced
two acquisitions Monday that will expand
the company's heart valve business at a
price of mare than $1 billion. Medtronic,
the world's largest medical device
maker, said it will pay $700 million for
irvine, Calif-based Corevalve and $325
million for |sraedi firm Ventor
Technologies. Both companies make
replacement heart valves.

Levandet said Thain has been cooperz ing
with the investigation. "He's answered 97
percent of the questions asked, and the wmly
ones he didn't answer were at the reques ; of
Bank of America," Levander told the
Associated Press.

Thain declined to give details -a out
individual bonuses during the depos :ion
Thursday becanse he said he was instru ited
not to by Bank of America. Levander ilsg
said Thain was worried BofA might sue nim
if he answered those questions.

The court also ruled -to keep Th in's
scheduled testirnony Tuesday on the sul ject
confidential until at -least March 13 at the
request of Bank of America, Levander ! aid.
The judge will hoid a hearing ther to
determine if details about individual bon ises
should remain confidential, he added.

Rattner to advise Treasury «n
auto industry

WASHINGTON - The White House sele :ted
a Wall Street financier on Monday to ad rise
Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner on the
restructuring of General Motars Corp. and
Chrysler LLC.

. Steven Rattner, co-founder of Quadraigie
Group LLC, will serve as counselor to
Cieithnér, who is leading an auto industry ask
force charged with shaping the future of 3M
and Chiysler.

. The White House said in a statement that
Rattner would advise Geithner "on a va iety
of economic and financial matters, and will
lead the Treasury's efforts with regaid tc the
automobile sector."

. Rattner had been a leading candidat - to
become the so-called “car czar."

. But President Barack Obama  decded
instead to create a task force led by Geit ner
and White House economic aide Lamry
Summers to review $17.4 billion. in fec oral
loans to GM and Chrysler and their reqi zsts
for billions more in aid.

" Quadrangle Group said Monday that
Rattner was leaving his role as mana ng
principal ot the firm to take the Trea ury
position.

JPMorgan Chase slashes
dividend

NEW YORK - JPMorgan Chase said Mo day
it will slash its quarterly dividend to 5 ¢:nts
per share from 38 cents in a bid to pres Tve
capital.

Chief Executive Jamie Dimon said the cut
was a precautionary measure to ensure that
the company has financial flexibility shuld
economic conditions drastically worsen. The
move will save the company about $5 bi lion
per year.
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OBAMA: US WiLL. RECOVER

WASHINGTON (AFP) - President Barack
Obama vowed to lead a fearful America
through its torment to emerge sironger than
ever, declaring a "day of reckoning” after an
age of excess ended in economic
melidown.

In an ambitious, policy-heavy debut
address to Congress, the new president
demanded national sacrifice and
responsibility in a bold show of confidence
meanti to restore his nation's optimism and
revive its moribund economy.

“Tonight, | want every American to know
this; We will rebuild, we will recover, and
the United States of America will emerge
stronger than before," Obama said,
triggering riolous cheers from U.S.
lawmakers.

In a blizzard of programs and reforms, the
president demanded an overhaul of
financial regulation angd warned he may
need more than the $700Q billion already
earmarked to save the debt-riddled finance
industry.

MUTINY IN BANGLADESH

DHAKA (AFP) - A fierce gun battle hroke
out Wednesday inside the headquarters of
Bangladesh's border security force in the
capital Dhaka after a mutiny by soldiers
against their officers, officials said.

At least one bystander was killed and
eight others wounded, medical sources
said, as police and regutar trocps ringed the
headquarters of the Bangladesh Rifles,

IRAN TO TEST NUCLEAR PLANT

BUSHEHR, Iran (AFP) - lran is to test its
much-delayed first nuclear power plant on
Wednesday as the Islamic republic presses
on with its atomic drive despite internationat
sanctions.

The head of the Russian nuclear agency
Sergei Kiriyenko, who is visiting Iran for the
so-called pre-commissioning, said
construction of the plant at the Gulf port of
Bushehr was now complete,

"The construction stage of the nuclear
power plant is over, we are now in the
pre-comissioning stage, which is a
combination of complex procedures,”
Kiriyenko told reporiers in Bushehr.

Father pleased vvith sentences

g
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in McMynn kldnapplng

By Steve Mertl

VANCOUVER (The Canadian Press) -
father of a umiversity student who endured
eight terrified days in the hands of a kidnap
gang is resigned to the prison terms handed
out to-the abductors Tuesday,

Anh The Nguyen and Jose Hernandez were
given 13 and 12 years respectively for
kidnapping Graham McMynn in 2006, plus
an eight-year concurrent sentence for
unlawful confinement,

Sam Vu, who was acquitted of kidnapping,
drew an eight-year sentence for unlawful
confinement.

The Crown asked that- Nguyen, the group's
purporied leader, "and Hernandez, who
supposedly threatened McMynn with rape,
dismemberment and death, get 18 years each.
It wanted Vu to receive the 10-year maximum
for unlawful confinement. =~

"Obviously I wished for more,” Vancouver
businessman Robert McMynn said outside
B.C. Supreme Court.

"Listening to the judge's comments, my

()fﬁcer regrets what happened
to Dziekanski

By James Keller

VANCOUVER (The Canadian Press) - One
of the Mounties who confronted Robert
Dziekanski at Vancouver's airport the night he
was stunned by a Taser and died says he
regrets the Polish man's death,

But Const. Gerry Rundel told a public
inquiry into Dziekanski's death that there was
nothing he could have done differently.

Rundel said Tuesday that the death in
October 2007 was a "terrible outcome."

Still, he said when he and three officers
approached Dziekanski and shocked him with
a Taser seconds later, they actéd according to
their training and did the best they could
under the circumstances. )

Rundel said he's sure everyone involved has
wondered if they could have done something
differently.

feeling was he was going to give less, so in
i the end I was pleased they got as mu :h as
¢ they did."

All three will receive double credit fir the

' time they've spent in custody since being
. arrested in April 2006, when police swioped

. in on-a Surrey basement suite to

1 escue

- McMynn eight days after he was taken.

They will have five years, 38 weeks 1 pped
off their prison terms and could be freer even

© sooner under statutory-release provision after
* serving two-thirds of their sentences.

"I understand the logic behind the ¢ puble
time but [ don't agree with it," said Mcl yna,

Prosecutor Richard Cairns said it's po atless
to oppose double credit, routinely g anted
because prisoners in pre-trial remand ¢ nires
do not get parole-and don't have access o the
services and programs available in priso 1.

"You can't do anything else becaus: our
Court of Appeal has said that they are e titled

- to that s0 it's no use arguing against it ir front

of a Supreme Court judge," Cairns said

! outside court.

Boy waltmg for school bus
dies in collision

" MILLARVILLE, Alta. {The Canadian P ess) -

The father of a seven-year-old so themn
Alberta boy who was struck and killec by a

* car that failed to stop for a school bus & ys he

feels sympathy for the teen drivin; the
vehicle.

Wilf Kruggel said he watched hi son
Brandon die after he rushed to the ragic
scene below his hillside home abo t 25
kilometres southwest of Calgary.

"The bus driver Said hie had a heartbea but I
looked at-him and his lips were blue . I'm
heartbroken,” Kruggel said Tuesday as f iends
arrived at his home to pay their respects.

Brandon, a Grade 2 student at Mill: rville
School southwest of Calgary, was crssing
the road about 8 a.m. Tuesday with hi: two
siblings.
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Family quarrel led to the
shooting of Mounties

By Chris Purdy
SASKATOON (The Canadian Press) - Curt
Dagenais was in an angry family argument at
his mother's. house -before he led RCMP
officers_on a high-speed chase that left two
Mounties shot in the head and a third with
bullet fragments embedded in her body.
Details .of what happeéned the evening of
Tuly 7, 2006, were made public for the first

time Tuesday to a jury in:a Saskatoon -

courtroom.

Dagenais sat quietly in the prisoner's box,
his back turned to a packed courtroom.

The 44-year-old has pleaded not guilty to
the first-degree murders of constables Robin
Cameron and Marc Bourdages, as well as to
the . attempted murder of Const. Michelle
Knopp.

Tories wanted PR help on
native schools: documents

By Sue Bailey

OTTAWA (The Canadian Press) - Internal
documents suggest the Harper government
downpiayed health risks and wanted pricey
PR advice after halting plans for new schools
on native reserves.

The papers ebtained by the New Democrats
discuss hiring public relations giant Hill and
Knowlton to help the government' finesse
what one official described as a tough subject
to shine.

"We've been digging into this- for weeks
now and there is no straightforward, simple
answer and it's not a good story,” says an
intemal e-mail dated Feb. 22, 2008."

It was written by Susan Bertrand, an Indian
Affairs communications manager in Thunder
Bay, Ont. . She was referring to the
government's decision a few months earlier to
halt plans for a new elementary school on
Attawapiskat First Nation in northern Ontario.

Father arraigned on charges
of killing his children
SAINT-JEROME, Que. (The Canadian Press})

- The father of two young children who were
found dead in the family's home last weekend

was charged Tuesday with two counts of

first-degree murder.

Guy Turcotte, a cardiologist at a hospiial in
Saint-Jerome, faces life in prison without
chance of parole for 25 years if he is
convicted.

Turcotte remained in a Montreal hospital
where he was taken for treatment of
unspecificed injuries after police found the
children's bodies. = -

STEVEN PAGE LEAVES BARENAKED
LADIES

TORONTQ (The Canadian Press) - The
Barenaked Ladies will be hitting the
recording studio this spring - without one
of their founding members.

Steven Page has left the popular band
he helped form in Toronta more than 20
years ago.

The band's website said Wednasday
that Page will be parting company with
the:remaining members of the band to
pursue solo projects including theatrical
opportunities.

The other band members, Jim
Creeggan, Kevin Hearn, Ed Roberison,
and Tyler Stewart will go back in the
?hl.ldio in April and out on the road in the
all.

The news comes months after drug
charges against Page were dropped in
the U.S. Page wished them the best in
the future.

"These guys are my brothers,” he said.
"“We've grown up together over the past
twenty years. | love them and wish them
all the best in the future.”

The 36-year-old was unable to go.to court
for his arraignment because of his condition
and no plea was entered.

Harper not a fan of high sbeed
rail link
By Maria Babbage

TORONTO (The Canadian Press) - Prime
Minister Stephen Harper is. frowning on a
proposal for a high-speed rail link between
Ontario and Quebec that would boost the
economy and help the environment, Premier
Dalton McGuinty said Tuesday.

Without federal support, the proposed link
between Windsor, Ont., and Quebec City may
never get off the ground, McGuinty said.

"I continue to be a big fan of (the plan), as
does {(Quebec Premier) Jean Charest,"”
McGuinty said. "The prime minister is not as
much of 2 fan on this score.”

Alta (r)rvs‘;’lier of aban;ioned
horses faces cruelty charges

VANCOUVER (The Canadian Press) - The
owner of two horses who were rescued from
certain death off a B.C. mountainside has
been charged with three counts of animal
cruelty.

Frank McKay of Edmonton is accused of

abandoning the animals just before Christmas
near the town of McBride, B.C., where
snowmobilers found them trapped in the
SIOW.

THE CANADIAM

They brought-feed and blankets for 3elle
and Sundance while volunteets s arted
digging a one-kilometre trench that ok a
week to open up a pathway before the I arses

" could be rescued on Dec. 23.

Shawn Eccles, the SPCA's chief a imal
protection officer, said Tuesday the an mals

- suffered from malnutrition and various t ealth

issues  after being exposed to fre zing
temperatures.

River

By Bruce Cheadle.

OTTAWA (The Canadian Press) - T ere's
been another small lezk of heavy water from
the nuclear research reactor at Chalk 1 iver,
Ont.

It is the third such leak since Deceml er at

 the aging facility that currently provides bout
_half the global supply of isotopes us d in

medical imaging.
The reactor remains online and the lea ¢ did

‘not cause -any disruption in the is tope

supply.
News of the latest leak came as top off cials

.. from both the Canadian Nuclear §afety

Commission and Atomic Enérgy Canada Lid.,

" were appearing Tuesday at the Com nons

committee on natural resources.

7 l_lepm:t calls for $700M hea-t

disease war
OTTAWA (The Canadian Press) - Afte- two

i _years of consulting and analysis, a f¢ deral

- agency

-develop a

has concluded that too nany
Canadians die from heart attacks and st okes
because they eat too much, exercise too little
and are still smoking.

The Canadian Heart Health Strategs and

“Action Plan says the government s .ould
spend 3700 million over seven yeas to

persuade people to drop fatty, salty food :, get

- more exercise and ditch the butts.

The retum, it says, would be a $22-b llion

. savings in direct and indirect costs by 20 0.

The strategy group was set up in 2016 to
national plan to rduce
cardiovascular deaths.

- Photo radar coming to Quebec

MONTREAL (The Canadian Pres:) -

- Speeding Quebec motorists will have tc start

keeping their eyes peeled for photo -adar
starting in May.

Transport Minister Julie Boulet say: the
device will be used in three regions i1 the

" province as part of an 18-month test.
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The radar will be used in Montreal, the
Monteregie region south of Montreal and the
Chaudiere-Appalaches area near Quebec City.

It will be set up in 13 targeted locations in a
bid to cut the number of accidents caused by
speeding.

Three types of machines will be used,
including those attached to traffic lights and
others fixed o poles on roads with an
excessive number of speeders,

Chlnese celebrlty hopes
picture scandal will soon fade

VANCOUVER - The Chinese-Canadian
celebrity whose private sex picfures with
several Hong Kong starlets set off an Internet
firestorm hopes the women involved will
soon put the incident behind them.

Edison Chen made the comments Tuesday
as he emerged from a B.C. Supreme Court
hearing in Vancouver where he reviewed his
testimony to be presented in a Hong Kong
criminal court case.

"l hope every victim can become healthy
again and be happy again as soon as
possible," Chen told a crush of Chinese media
outside the Vancouver court.

Stocks close higher

By Malcolm Morrison
TORONTO (The Canadian Press) - North

American  stock markets bounced
multi-year lows Tuesday to close sharply
higher.

Buyers were encouraged by an assessment
from U.S. Federal Reserve chairman Ben
Bernanke that "there is a reasonable prospect"
the recession will end this year.

A day after falling by 302 points to levels
not- seen since 2003, Toronto's S&P/TSX
composite index closed up 211.66 points at
7,859.33. The gains would have been even
higher if not for a selloff in the gold sector.

The TSX Venture Exchange slipped 25.35
points to 853.59. The Canadian dollar rose
0.51 of a cent to 80.43 cents US.

Maple Leaf CEQ 'satisfied’
with Q4 loss

By Kristine Gwram

TORONTO (The Canadian Press) -
CEO of Maple Leaf Foods Inc. says he "feels
good" about the progress in reqtormg
consumer confidence following last year's

massive recall of packaged meats after some
were found to be tainted with deadly bacteria,

off ;

WBC ROSTER LONG ON OFFENCE
- SHORT ON PITCHING

By Shi Davidi

. DUNEBDIN, Fla. {The Canadian Press -
 The stellar pitching staif that might ha re
- been was long ago pushed out of the

equation for the Canadian national te: m

- leaving manager Ernie Whitt to squee ze

all he can from the unsung staff that is at

- the World Baseball Classic.
: Ace Scoit Richmond, a hopeful with tf 2

Toronto Blue Jays, and reliever Jesse
Crain, a key setup man for the Minnes ata
Twins, headline a list of 13 arms filled
with already-weres and yet-to-bas
named to the final 28-man roster
unveiled Tussday.

; Minus the injured Jeff Francts, Rich

- Harden and Erik Bedard, and without

. Ryan Dempster and Eric Gagne who

- declined fo play, an area that might he ve
: been a strength for Canada in the

| 18-country tournament instead looks | <e
- a liability.

i The Canadians can only hope the

pitchers give the offence an honest

¢ chance to outslug opponents. With

Justin:-Morneau, Jason Bay, Russ Mar in,
Joey Votto, Matt Stairs and Mark Teal 2n

" leading the lineup, scoring runs shoulc n't

be an issue.

Although Maple Leaf posted a signi icant
loss in the three months ended Dec. 31, chief
executive Michael.McCain said Tuesd: ¢ the
company was making "material progre: s" in
wirnting counsumers back to the fold with
improved food safety procedures.

Canadiens down Canucks

By Bill Beacon

MONTREAL (The Canadian Press) -  oach
Guy Carbonneau. gave Jaroslav Halal the
chance to be a starting goaltender, an | the
Montreal Canadlens backup seized it with
relish. :

"He's been waiting for the chance for ¢ long
time," Carbonneau said after Halak's 34 save
performance gave the Canadiens a 3-0 v; story
over the Vancouver Camucks on Tu sday
night. "It's unfortunate for someone like {No.

1 goalie) Carey Price, but hopefully Halak
- will grab the bull by the homs and wn us

five, six or seven games in a row."

[t was a second start and a second wit. in a
row for Halak, who took over with Zrice
struggling through a five-game losing rur.,
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Min  Max waather
Calgary -11 -11 snow
Edmonton -24 -20 clear
Haiifax -7 1 sunny
Montreal ~-13 -7 snow
Toronto - -11 ~3 sNgw
Vancguver 4 7 rain

(Temperatures in Celsius)

Tomas Plekanec had a goal and set up one
by Andrei Markov, and Maxim Lapierre
added an empty-net geal with six seconds left
to play for the Canadieris (32-22-7), who have
won only five of their last 17 games.

Heatley hits 30 goal mark in
Senators' win

OTTAWA (the Canadian Press) - After
getting kilied by several slow starts, the
Ottawa Senators got out of the gate quickly
against the Carolina Huwrricanes,

The Senators scored three first-period goals,
two in a 46-second span, then rode the
goaltending of Alex Auld to deal a blow to
the Hurricanes' playoff hopes with a 4-2
victory Tuesday.

Ottawa (23-27-9) had fallen behind in each
of the past three games - all losses. But a
season-low crowd of 16,541 - the Sendtors'
lowest aitendance -since 2003 - saw Dany
Heatley notch his 30th goal of the season as
part of an opening outburst in the opening 20
nrinutes that ultimately decided the contest.

Galusha stuns Jones at

Scotties
By James Bisson
VICTORIA (The Canadian Press) -

Territories skip Kerry Galusha can't recall the
last time she played a close game against
Team Canada at the Scotties Toumament of
Hearts.

She. won't have trouble remembering the
answer to that question anymore.

Galusha's  Yellowknife rink staged the
biggest upset of the. Canadian women's
curling championship  Tuesday  night,
downing Jennifer Jones [0-8 in Draw 11
action in froné of an electric crowd of 2,448 at
the Save-on-Foods Memeorial Centre.

The victory not only sent shockwaves
through the pro-Territories crowd, it also
contributed to what has become a’ truly
muddied leaderboard.

B.C's Marla Mallett is alone on top at 6-1
following a pair of victories Tuesday. Jones
fell into a tie for second at 5-2 with Quebec's
Marie-France Larouche, while three other
teams - P.EL's Rebecca Jean McPhee,
Alberta’s Cheryl Bernard and the resurgent
Stefanie Lawton of Saskatchewan - are close
behind at 4-3.

PETITCLERC AND LAMAZE WIN
CANADIAN SPORTS AWARDS

OTTAWA, (The Canadian Press) -
Wheelchair racer Chantal Petitclerc and
show jumper Eric Lamaze were named
the female and male athletes of the year
at the Canadian Sport Awards on
Tuesday.

Petitclerc, 39, won five gold medals

and set three world rgcords while
competing in her final Paralympic Games
last summer in Beijing. The Montreal
racer was also voted The Canadfan
Press female athlete of the year.

Lamaze, a 40-year-old from

Schomberg, Ont., finished the year as
the world's top- -ranked rider. Lamaze and
his mount, Hickstead, dominated the
international show jumping scene.

Lamaze won a gold medal in individual
show jumping at the Beijing Olympics
and added a silver medal in the team
competition.

Bosh, Bargnani lead Raptors
to win

By Lori Ewing

TORONTO (The Canadian Press} - Chris
Bosh found himself in a shoving match with
Brian Cardinal late in the first quarter of
Tuesday's game against the - visiting
Minnesota Timberwolves.

Bosh had been preaching intensity to his
teammates, and whether or not that exact
moment was what turned the tide on an ugly
game, it seerned to kickstart the Raptors en
route to a 118-110 win over Minnesota,
Toronto's 10th consecutive victory.cver the
T'Wolves. :

"We had to realize nice guys sit home and
watch the playoffs,” Bosh said, "If we play
with intensity, you're more.likely to win and
youw're more likely to play better basketball,”

Wells expects to miss 2 weeks

PUNEDIN, Fla. (AP) - Toronto Blue Jays
centre fielder Vernon Wells expects to miss
two weeks after an MRI showed he re-injured
the left hamstring that kept him on the
disabled list for a month late last season.

"I don't think it's that big of a deal," Wells
said Tuesday. "It's something that if I needed
to get through it now, [ could, But this time of
the year, it's just basmally get healthy and get
ready for the season.’

Wells, who batted .300 with 20 home nmns
and 78 RBIs in 108 games last year, injured
his hamstring during drills Monday.,

i Headland Media produces the
market-leading Headland SarNews service,
incorporating the News On-Board and
Hote:’Newspapers brands. The service covers
30 countries in more than 11 languages and s
delivered daily by e-mail or via satellite.

Wel: +44 151 236 4124 (UK)

bindl +1 954 492 2292 (US)

E-mail- news@headlandmedia.com

Website: www_headiandmedia.com

ECrosby leaves Pens practice
with sore groin

CANONSBURG, Pa. (AP) - Pittsbirgh
Penguins captain Sidney Crosby has left
praciice early because of a sore groin, b it is
listed as probable for Wednesday ni ht's
home game against the New Yok [slande s.

. Crosby's groin bothered him a few mir 1tes
into the practice and he decided to leave the
ice Tuesday. Crosby did net speak vith
reporters after practice.

_ Crosby, the 2006-07 NHL sccring
champion, is second in scorag with 79
points, eight points behind teammate Ev rent
Malkin and two points ahead of last y ar's
chamnpion, Alex Ovechkin of the Washin iton
Capitals.

* Crosby had two goals and two assists a! the
Penguins beat the Philadelphia Flyers on
Saturday, but settled for an assist - acd a
shoving match witli Ovechkin - during a. 5-2
loss in Washington on Sunday.

Wéo—cis hopés to get off to hat
start in golf Match Play

TUCSON, Arizona (AFP) - It's win o go
home on Wednesday when the world’s -sest
golfers - led by Tiger Woods - tackle : ach
other in the WGC Accenture match lay
Championship.

Woods has chosen the elite event, the first

in the World Golf Championships caler dar,

to make his return from an eight-mnth
absence in the wake of reconstructive sur-jery
on his left knee,

As Woods himself noted, the match Jlay
format is fickle. A player can get away w.th a
poor hole, or even an off day, if his
opposition struggles even more.

Conversely, 2 good round can com: fto
nothing if an opponent plays even better, and
the knockout format means that half of the
64-strong field will be eliminated on the first
day.

"You have to be on your game right a ray.
It's not like you can build into 1" said
Woods, a three-iime titlist who lost in the first
round in 2002.
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Obama: U.S. will recover

Headland SatN :ws

WASHINGTON - Standing before the nation
on a "day of reckoning," President Barack
Obama summoned politicians and public
alike Tuesday night to forge a path out of the
worst economic disaster in a quarter-century
by embracing shared sacrifice and costly new
endeavors to improve health care, schools and
the environment.

"The time to take charge of our future is
here,” Obama declared in his first address to a
joint session of Congress, watched by
millions of worried Americans on television
and the Internet.

Adding words of reassurance, he said,
"Tonight | want every American to know this:
We will rebuild, we will recover, and the
United States of America will emerge
stronger than before.”

Obama had to wade his way into a chamber
packed with lawmakers eager to welcome the
nation's first black president into a Capitol
built by slaves.

The House gallery included a special
section hosted by first lady Michelle Obama,
where guests served as living symbols of the
prcsxdems goals.

Cramming the floor was vnmaily the entire

leadership of the federal govemment,
including Supreme Court justices, led by
Ruth Bader Ginsberg, back on the bench only
this week after cancer surgery, and all but one
Cabinet member, held away in case disaster
struck. Obama's 52-minute speech was
interrupted 61 times by applause.

To deal with the current economic crisis,
deepening each day, the president said more
money would be needed to rescue troubled
banks beyond the. $700 billion - already
committed last year.

He said he knows that bailout billions for
bariks are unpopular - "1 promise you, I get
it,” he said - but he also insisted it was the
only way to get credit moving again to
households and businesses, the lifeblood of
the American economy.

Along with aid for banks, he also called on
Congress to move quickly on legislation to
overhaul regulations on the nation's financial
markets:

"] ask this Congress to join me in doing
whatever praves necessary,’ Obama -said.
"Because we cannot consign our nation to an
open- ended recession.”

Most troops out of Iraq in 18 months

WASHINGTON - President Barack Obama
plans to remove all U.8. combat troops from
fraq by August 2010, administration officials
said Tuesday, which would end the war that
defined his upstart presidential campaign
three months [ater than he had promised.

The withdrawal plan could be announced as
garly as this week. It would specify that a
large contingent of troops, 30,000 to 50,000
troops, would be left behind to advise and
train [raqi security forces and to protect U.S.
interests.

(bama built enormous voter support for his
White House bid by pledging to withdraw
troops within the first 16 months he was in
office.

That schedule, based on removing roughly
one brigade a- month, was predicated on
commanders determining that it would not
endanger U.S. troops left behind or Iraq's
fragile security.

The contingent remaining will include
intelligence and surveillance specialists and
their equipment, including unmanned aircraft,
according to two administration officials wheo
spoke on condition of anonymity because the
plan has not been made public.

The complete withdrawal of American
forces will occur by December 2011, the
period by which the United States agreed with
Iraq to have all trobps removed.

NKOREA PREPARES LAUNCH

SEOUL, South Korea - North Korea
declared Tuesday it is making "brisk -
headway"” in plans to send a satellite into
orbit as part of its space program, a launcl
regional powers fear is a cover up for
testing a long-range ballistic missile capak e
of striking Alaska and the western United
States.

Analysts called Pyongyang’s
announcement yet another bid for Preside it
Barack Obama's attention as he met in
Washington with Prime Minister Taro Aso of
Japan, a key ally in the regional push to gi t
North Korea to give up its nuclear progran .

A senior U.5. intelligence official said in
Washingion that North Korea was about a
manth away from-launching a missile or a
rocket. Private imagery specialists indicate d
a launch could come sooner,

BORDER GUARDS LAUNCH MUTINY
IN BANGLADESH

DHAKA, Bangladesh - Mutinous border
guards opened fire inside their
headquarters and seized a shopping mall n
fhe Bangladesh capital Wednesday, killing
one person and wounding several others i1
an apparent pay dispute, officials said. Th ¢
army moved in to quell the unrest.

Sajjad Haider, a spokesman for
Bangladesh Rifles, the official name of the
paramilitary border guards, said gunfire
erupted inside the agency's Dhaka
headquarters compound and that "the arr ¢
has moved in to deal with the siluation.”

A rickshaw driver, who suffered a bullet
wound outside the compound, died at
state-run Dhaka Medical College Hospital,
doctors said.

IRAN TESTS NUCLEAR PLANT

BUSHEHR, Iran - Iranian and Russian
nuclear officials are testing the first nuclez -
power plant built in Iran.

A spokesman for the [ranian atomic
energy arganization, Mohsen Shirazi, say:
virtual fuel has been loaded inte the
Russian-built plant. The material consists
lead and is meant to imitate the enrichad
uranium needed to run the plant.

" Russian nuclear agency chief Sergei
Kirlyenko is inspecting the process
Wednesday.
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GOP: Obama's plan is irresponsible

WASHINGTON - Republican leaders
continued their attacks on President Barack
Obama's handling of the economy Tuesday,
calling it irresponsible and certain to increase
taxes and federal debt,

Responding to Obama's televised speech to
a joint session of Congress, top Republicans
said the president relies too heavily on
spending, and not enough on tax cuts, to try
to revive the gasping economy.

They said they want to work with Obama,
and sometimes blamed congressional
Democrats more than him, DBut their
criticisms were sharp and plentiful.

"The way to lead is not to raise taxes and
put more money and power in hands of
Washington politicians,” said Louisiana Gov.

Bobby Jindal, who gave the Republcan
Party's official response.

The massive economic stimulus bill
recently enacted by Obama and congressi mal
Democrats, ‘Jindal said,  will expand the
government, "increase our taxes down the
line, and saddle future generations with di bt."
- "It's irresponsible," said Jindal, whe is
eyeing a presidential bid in 2012 and
frequently cited his accomplishments in
Louisiana.
¢ The tone of the Republicans' response was
in keeping with their nearly unanirious
opposition to the $787 billion econmic
stimulus bill, which was backed by only t wree
Republicans in the Senate and none in the
House.

INTERNATIONAL WEATHER

Lo Hi
Aamsterdam 32 37 Clear
Athens 36 46 Clear
Auckland 55 70 Rain
Berlin 32 36 Clear
Brussels 34 37 Clear
Bugnos Aires 54 B4 Clear
cairo 54 57 CJear
Cogenhagen 25 35 Clear
bubTin 43 46 Rain
Hong Konhg .72 81 Clear
Istanbul ... ... _ 37 41 clear
Jerusalem ~ 48 54 clear
Johannesburg 57 64 Clear
London 43 50 Rain
Madrid 32 57 Clear
Manila | 77 88 Raln
Mexico City 37 73 Clear
Moscow_ 3 14 clear
New  DetThi: 55 84 (Clear
Paris 41 43 Clear
Rone 37 45 Clear
Sac Paulo 64 73 Ralh
singapofle 73 91 Rain
Stockholim 21 34 Clear
Sydney 66 31 Rain
Tokyo 45 54 Rain
Toronto 12 27 Snow
zurich 28 37 Cclear
U.S. WEATHER

Hi Lo outlook
Arichorage 28 9 Cloudy
Atlanta 54 30 Cloudy
Baston 37 20 PCldy
Chicago 39 17 Cloudy
DalTas-Ft worth 80 51 Cloudy
Denver 68 35 cCloudy
Ggreat Falls 51 20 now
Houston | 77 47 . Cloudy
Kansas City 58 33 C1?udy
Las vegas 69 483 PCldy
Los Angeles 71 51 Rain
Miami Beach 76 60 PCldy
Mp1s-5% Paul 40 18 C1?udy
New Orleans 68 38 Cldy
New York City 37 22 Pcldy
Phoenix i -84 .57 . -PCldy
salt Lake City 61 42 Cloudy
san Francisco 60 50 Cloudy
Seattle 48 44 Rain
washington,D. 39 22 pcldy

<.
National Temperature Extremes for
Tuesday:
High 94 at Pecos, Tx.
Lo =15 at spincich take, m™i.

Bing, Cockrel set for runoff

DETROIT - NBA Hall of Famer Dave Bing
and incumbent - Ken Cockrel Jr. advanced
Tuesday to-a May 5 runoff election, vying to
serve - out the remainder of disgraced
ex-Mayor Kwame Kilpafrick's second term,

With 99 percent of precinets reporting, Bing
received 26,104 votes, or about 29 percent,
while 24,500 ballots, or 27 percent, were cast
for Cockrel.

The Democrats were among 15 candidates
vying for the mayor's job in Tuesday's
nonpaftisan special primary.

"I promise to fight for improvements in
public safety, education, and most important,
employment," Bing told supporters at a post-
victory rally. "It looks like the people of
Detroit agreed with us that we had the right
message.”

Cockrel, the former city council president
who became mayor when Kilpatrick resigned,
quickly looked to porfray himself as the
candidate with the right experience to win in
May.

Seven shot on Mardi Gras parade route

NEW ORLEANS - A Mardi Gras parade
erupted into chaos on Fat Tuesday when a
series of gunshots  struck. seven people,
including a toddler. The child was not
seriously injured and two suspects were in
custody, police said.

The shootings. happened near the Garden
District about 1:40 p.m. after the last major
parade of the celebration, Rex, had ended. A
stream of truck floats that follow the parade
were passing by when gunfire broke out.

"It sounded like a string of fireworks, so |
knew it was more than one shooter,” said
Toni ILabat, 29 a limousine company
manager.

She was with her two children, a 2-year-old

boy and a 10-year-old girl.

"Everybody was petrified. They hit the
ground, the floats stopped, evervbody or the
floats ducked," Labat said.

Labat said one-man dragged bimself or the
ground screaming for help after bring
wounded and another man was gasping fc - air
and bleeding from his mouth.

Police spokesman Bob Young said the
victims - three men ages 50, 33 and 20, wo
young womien ages 20 and 17 anl| a
1 5-year-old boy -were taken to area hospi: als.
" The conditions of all the victims were not
immediately available, but Young said the
20-month-old baby was grazed by a b illet
and not seriously hurt.

Burris refuses call for his resignation

WASHINGTON - Sen. Roland Burris refused
to resign on Tuesday, rebuffing a- call from
the Senate's No. 2 Democrat who made it
clear that the embatiled Ilinois lawmaker has
little hope next year of winning the seat
vacated by President Barack Obama.

"I told him that under the circumstances, [
would resign,” fellow Illinois Sen. Richard
Durbin told reporters after an hour-long
meeting with Burris. "He said, T'm not going
to resign."

"I can't force him," Durbin added.

Burris, also a Democrat, was appointed by

disgraced former Gov. Red Blagojevich, who

was impeached and driven from office fter
he was accused of trying to sell the Seate
seat.

Burris repeatedly changed his story aout
how he was appointed. He is facing call: for
his resignation after he admitted tryin: to
raise money for Blagojevich. Burris has :aid
he did nothing wrong.

Emerging from the hour-long private
meeting with Durbin, Burris looked a bit
shaken and inexplicably said he was uder
orders not to comment, other than to say the
session was a "great discussion."”
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Boy held in killing to go to juvenile facility

NEW CASTLE, Pa. - An 1l-year-old boy
charged with killing his father's. pregnant
fiancee will be moved from a county jail to a
juvenile facility under a court order. issued
Tuesday.

A judge agreed that it is in Jordan Brown's
best interest to be housed in the Allencrest
Juvenile Detention Center northwest of
Pitisburgh.

Brown remains charged as an adult in the
shooting death of 26-year-old Kenzie Marie
Fouk, though his attorney said he will ask to
have the case moved to a juvenile court.

"What we have learned - is... that under
Pennsylvania law he can continue to be..
prosecuted as an adult and be housed in a
secure - juvenile detention center,": defense
attorney Dennis Elisco said.

Brown is accused of shootmg Houk in the

head Friday, killing her and her unborn baby
boy.

He's in a cell isolated from the adult
inmates in Lawrence County Jail. Elisco said
his client will be moved to the juvenile center
Wednesday morning:

A viewing and funeral for Houk and her
baby boy, who was named Christopher after
his father, was held Tuesday evening.

Hundreds of friends and family stood for
hours in freezing temperatures to pay their
respects to Houk at.the viewing.

They walked quietly past her body, Wh]Ch
was dressed in a red sweater. Near her feet
were two blue baby booties for the baby she
was to deliver in just a few weeks and beside
her was a red pillow with the words "Special
Mom" embroidered in white.

Rocket w1th NASA satelhte crashes

WASHINGTON - A new satellite to track the
chief culprit in global warming crashed into
the ocean near Antarctica after. launch
Tuesday, dealing a major setback to NASA's
already weak network for monitoring Earth
and its environment from above.

The $280 million. mission was designed to
answer one of the biggest question marks of
global warming: "~ -What happens: to ~the
greenhouse gas carbon dioxide: spewed by the
burning “of coal, oil and natural gas? How
much of it is sucked up and stored by plants,
soil and oceans and how:much is left to trap
heat on Eaz‘th ‘worsening globa] warming”' '

well behind," said Neal Lane, science adviser
during former President Bill Clinton's
administration.

"The program was weak-and now it's really
weak."

For about a decade, scientists have
complained of a decline in the study of Earth
from space.

NASA spent more mouey looking at other
planets than it did at Earth in 2007. That sane
year, the National Academy of Sciences
warmed -that NASA's study of Earth "is at

great risk” with fewer missions than before:- .

and aging satellites.

Palm to pay nearly $7,000 for kids' trips

JUNEAU, Alaska - Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin,
last year's Republican - vice presidential
candidate, will reimburse the state nearly
$7,000 for costs associated with nine trips
taken by her children, her attorney said
Tuesday:

Palin must reimburse the state within 120
days, according to a settlement agreement
filed by a special investigator hired by the
Alaska Personnel Board to investigate an
ethics complaint filed against her.

The exact amount will be determined by the
Alaska Department of Administration, said
Palin's attomey, Thomas Van Flein. He
estimated the amount would be $6,800.

There is no state law prohibiting the
govermor's family from traveling with her and
the personnel board found no wrongdoing on
the part of the govemor. But the irivestigator,
Timothy Petumenos, interpreted the. Alaska
Executive Branch Ethics Act to require that
state only pay if the first family serves an
important state interest.

Petumenos said "some of the travel raised
by the Complaint does not meet this
standard,” according to the agreement.

Van Flein said 72 travel authorizations were
studied, with aine found to be of questlonab!e
state interest.

A spokeswoman for Simon Cowell sayt
reports that the "American Idol” judge
wants to be frozen after death are grea ly
exaggerated

Cowell was making a tongue-in-chee
remark at a dinner in London two week
ago with British Prime Minister Gordon

‘Brown and othert guests, spokeswomar

Lisa Dallos said Tuesday.

' But the cryogenics comment that
Dallos said was meant as a joke was
trumpeted in a number of news reports
as a serious plan by Cowsll, a music
industry executive and the producer
behind "America's Got Taleni” and
Britain's-"The X Factor.”

THE KILLERS FILE COUNTERSUIT

The Killers are countersuing a former

manager in federal court in Nevada,
where the fwo sides seek millions of
dollars from each other over
breach-of-contract allegations.

Irt the most recent filing in the

3-year-old case, lawyers for the Las
Vegas-based rock band accuse Brader
Merrick of "double-dealing™ in
representing the band after it burst on
the music scene withi the multiplatinum
album "Hot Fuss™ in 2004.
. Lawyers for the band allege "Merrick
was an incompetent manager who
abandoned his clients.” The
counterclaim -was filed Friday with U.S.
District Court Judge F’hlhp Proin Las
Vegas

it alleges that Merrick was secretly pad

: by Island Def- Jam Records while

managlng the band.

'EPATRIDGE POSTS VIDEO

Audrina Patridge is sharing.video from 1
different kind of tense life episode: a
break-in at her hotise.

. Thestar of "The Hills" posted
surveallance video Tuesday on her blag
of the break in; which police said was
reported Monday.

The footage shows a young man and
woman, apparently aware of at'least on 2
camera, runhing arcund her Hollywood
hills home in the dark. Patridge was nol
home at the time.

She blogged Tuesday that the robber
was "pretty devastating," but that most
the items taken are replaceable, She
asks anyone with mforma’uon to call
po[nce
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Cable comﬁanies eye online TV

PHILADELPHIA - HBO on your PC? It
could happen sooner than you think.

Wary of the growing number of consumers
watching TV shows online for free - and yet
reluctant to upset viewers by yanking shows
from the Internet - the nation's largest cable
operators- are in talks  with media
conglomerates to take back control.

They would. create a platform to release
cable TV shows online, but exclusively for
paying subscribers.

I's- a- delicate dance for- those involved,
which include Comcast Corp., Time Wamer
Cable Inc, Cox Communications Inc.,
Cablevision Systems Corp., General Eleciric
Co.'s NBC Universal, News Corp., Viacom
Inc. and Time Wamer Inc.

Cable networks considering the project
include Time Wamer's HBO, Viacom's MTV,
Discovery Communications Inc., -owners of
Discovery channel, TLC, Animal Planet and
others; Cablevision's = Rainbow  Media
Holdings, the owner of AMC, -IFC -and
Sundance; Tummer _Brpadcasting, owner of

CNN, TBS and. TNT; as well as Scripps
Networks, owner of Food Network and

© HGTV.

Potentially at stake is the business model of
cable TV operators. They pay networks a
per-subscriber fee each month for the right to
carry channels. But the cable companies have
groused that they are paying for content that
programumers are giving away for free on the
Web.

Jeff Gaspin, president of NBC's Universal
Television Group, said the idea of
collaborating with cable operators on online
video has been floated for a- while. but talks
began in earnest this year.

"There's ‘pressure on all of us," he said,
referring-to TV networks. "We get paid quite
a bit of money from cable: operators... It's
important we find ways to do business that
protects that business model," .

At the same time, "consumers want content
where they want it and when they want it"
Gaspin added. If the networks:don't provide
it, "they'll get it any way they can.”

MOVIES: Which 1962 film told the stor
of the Hudson sisters?

HISTORY: Which is the world's oldest
auctioneer?

GAMES & PASTIMES: What is the
alternative name for a jack in a pack of
cards?

{Answers on Page 8)

B
75—YEAR—OLD CATCHES THIEF

STUART, Fla. - A suspected robber in
his physical prime thought he saw an
easy target outside a Stuart Best Buy,
But police said that the 75-year-old vict 1
chased down 29-year-old man, who ha |
{ust snatched the victim's brand new
aptop computer and printer on Sunday

. The vigtim told police he was watting ™
front of the store for his wife to pick him
up when the man grabbed the packages
and ran.
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Providence upsets Pittsburgh

PROVIDENCE, R.I. - Weyinmi Efejuku
scored 16 and Providence upset No. 1
Pittsburgh 81-73 on Tuesday night for its first
win over a top- ranked team in 33 years.

Sharaud Curry added 15 points for the
Friars (17-11, 9-7 Big East}, who picked up a
big wvictory for their NCAA  tournament
hopes.

Deluan Blair fouled out on a moving pick
with 46 seconds left as Pittshurgh: (25-3,
12-3} tried to rally.

Blair, the reigning Big East player of the
weel, averaged 21 points and 20.5 rebounds
in wins over No. 1 Connecticut and DePaul
that elevated the Panthers to the top spot on
Monday. But he picked up two quick fouls -
his third and fourth - midway through the
second half.

He finished with 17 points and eight
rebounds.

Providence led by 20 after completing a
17-1 run with the first basket of the second
half, but the Panthers cut it to five points, 75-
70, on Blair's putback with 51 seconds left.

After Brian McKenzie hit a pair of fiee
throws for Providence a fraction of a second
later, Pitt brought the ball down and Blair was
called for an offensive foul.

[t was the home finale - senior night.- for
Providence, which was coming off a 103-84
loss to Notre Dame that might have
eliminated its chances of reaching the
tournament.

With a signature win and a game left
against 13th-place - Rutgers, the Friars may
have played their way in.

The. fans in the Dunkin' Donuts Center
sensed it, crowding around the courtside press
tables for the final minutes. Twice in the final
minutes, the public address announcer begged
the fans to stay off the floor following the
game; twice the crowd responded with a
laugh.

Sure enough, after the Friars dribbled out
the last 20 seconds -it was too far gone for
Pitt to try fouling - the fans went over the
tables and - chairs circling the floor and
celebrated one of the biggest wins in school
history.

The Friars are just 2-10 all-time agginst No.
1-ranked teams; with their only other victory
against coming in double overtime against
Michigan in [976.

This win made them 2-5 against ranked
teams this season, having -also beaten
then-No. 15 Syracuse on Jan. 28.

i
COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Men's Top 25

providence 8L, 1, Pittsburgh 73

18. LSU 81, Florida 75 i

BEcstan Co11ege 72, 23. Florida st. 67

L}
Women's Top 25
1. Connecticut 74, villanova 47
22. virgipia 68, 11. Fiorida State 63
75. Pittsburgh 72, West Virginia 60
16. Texas 66, Missourl 56
23. Notre Dame 90, Syracuse 79

NBA

Miami 103, Detroit 91

Cleveland_ 94, Memphis 79

Torento 113, Minnesota 110
chicago 120, orlando 102 .

L.A. fakers 1{)7, Oklahoma city 93
san Aantonio 93, pallas 76
Houston 98, Portland 94

Phoenix 112, chariotte 102

NHL
phitadelphia 4, washington 2
Anaheim 5, fuikaie 2 o

Boston 6, Flopida 1

Atlanta_4, colorado 3

Montreal 5. vangouver Q0

ottawa, 4, Carolina 2

nashville 5, chicago 3

Los Angeles 2, Minpesota i (S0)
St. Louis 2, Phoemrix 1
Edmonton 5, Tampa Bay 3
Calgary 4, Columbus

Woods ready to compete

MARANA, Arizona - Tiger Woods pulled
into the parking lot as sunlight began to filter
across the desert floor; He ducked into the
clubhouse to change into golf shoes and
headed out for a practice round, a routine he
has followed for a dozen years. )

For a mornent, it didi't seem as though he
had been gone from golf for the last eight
months recovering. from knee surgery.

"It feels the same. Nothing feels any
different,” Woods  said, recalling a
conversation - with - his wife on Tuesday
moriing.

"Just because it feels like I'm coming back

to what [ used fo do."

But there was one change that brought so
much satisfaction.

Standing on the first tee at Dove Mountain,
he drew back his 3-wood and. sent the ball
soating against the Arizona sky, his swing
looking just as good as it did that Monday in
June at San Diego when he won the U.S.
Open in a playoff.

Only this time he didn't wince. He didn't
stoop over and clutch his left leg. He didn't
have to use his club for a cane. Nothing hurt.

"I feel great," Woods said.

"I didn't think it would feel this good be fore
the surgery, or even just after the surery,
because I hadn't known what it's like to feel
this way. It's been so long. So to have it feel
this heaithy and this solid and secure, 11an,
it's a great feeling."

. He was about an hour fate for his 1 ess
conference, but he had a good excuse.

! It was his first time walking 18 holes s nce
the U.S. Open, and "I forgot how lenz it
takes," said Woods, who has been ridiig a
cart at home. 7 '

Knicks, Marbury part ways B

NEW YORK ~ The New York Knicks are Tee
of Stephon Marbury, and the troubles ime
point guard is free to join a playoff conten ler.

Marbury was waived Tuesday by the
Knicks, ending a turbulent five- year stitt in
which the former All-Star couldn't lead his
hometowt team to a single playoff victory

The team released a statement saying an
agreement between the Knicks and Mar ury
had been reached, but did not disc ose
financial terms. -

Knicks president Donnie Walsh has saic the
team and Marbury have been trying to v ork
out a buyout.
¢ Walsh's hope was to get something for
Marbury in a trade, but with Marbury's sz ary
of close to $21 million this season ard a
divisive personality, he knew a deal was
improbable.

Marbury would be eligible to play in the
imst_sea_son for any team that signs im
because he was waived by March 1. He has
been linked to the Bostan Celtics, who ar» in
need of a backap -guard with Tony A len
injured. ’

"The Celtics are focused on defending our
championship and are working day and n ght
to finalize our playoff roster,” owner 'Vyc
Grousbeck said.

"We don't have anything to announce at ‘his

. point except that we intend to do everytling

we can to raise Banner 18."

Though perhaps the most talented playe on
the roster, Marbury hada't played in a g me
this season as new coach Mike D'An oni
preferred to stick with the players who wi uld
be part of the Knicks' future.

Colts release Harrison

INDIANAPOLIS - The Indianapolis C lts
released Marvin Harrison on-Tuesday, em ing
the star receiver's 13 years with the team.
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Colts owner Jim Irsay grudgingly honored
Harrison's request to-be released after meeting
with him in a final effort to- re-sign the
franchise's career receiving leader.

Harrison would have counted $13:4 million
against the cap in 2009, the highest of any
NFL receiver. Although Indianapolis wanted
to restructure Harrison's contract, Polian said
there was no feasible way to do it

Agent Tom Condon said & day earlier that
Harrison declined a pay cut,

He was second in NFL career receptions.
He tums 37 in August and was coming off the
least productive season of his career in which
he was not infured:

Cutting him could save the Colts about $6
million on next season's safary cap.

Team officials turned the news conference
to announce Harrison's release - the receiver
didn't attend - into an emotional tribute to one
of the most identifiable players in the
franchise’s Indianapolis era.

They took turns recounting stories that
stretched back more than a decade. Irsay's
halting words at the start and team president
Bill Polian's reddened eyes at the end were
indicative of how hard-it was to let go of one
of the best receivers in NFL history.

"I've always treasured the time I've had with
him because 1 respected him so muich as a
person,” Polian said.

Warner ‘deserves tep pay'

PHOENIX - The agent for Kurt Warner says
he expected the quarterback and the Cardinals
would have a contract agreement by now and
hopes the team isn't using his client's desire to
stay in Arizona againgt him,

Agent Mark Bartelstein said Wamer
deserves a salary among the top "four or five”
quarterbacks in the league, no matter where
he plays. According to Bartelstein, those five
eamn an average of about $14.5 million per
year.

Bartelstein  declined to say what the
Cardinals were offeriag. -

"It's unfortunate,," Bartelstein said. "I
thought it would get done quickly, but it
hasn't. We'll keep working on it."

Barring an agreemerit, Wamer will become
a free agent on Friday.

In an interview on Sporting News Radio,
the 37-year-old quarterback said he was
leaning toward either signing with Arizona or
retiring.

At this point in his carcer, Warmer said,
"you don't want to go and start over, you don't
want to have to rebuild. You want to be able
to be a part of something you're comfortable
with, where the pieces are in place to be
successful” Warner also doesn't want to
move his wife and seven children. ’

His comunents add to the leverage the
Cardinals have in their negotiations, but
Bartelstein said it would be unfair to pay the
quarterback less than he deserves just because
he wants to stay put,

Phelps to return in May

CHARLOTTE, North Carolina - Michael
Phelps will swim in a meet-in Charlotte in
May, ending his three-month suspension for
being photographed with his mouth to a
marijuana pipe.

Meet officials announced Tuesday that the
Olympic great higs conumitted to the Charlotte
UltraSwim on May 14-17.

The Grand Prix event will be the first major
meet for which Phelps is eligible, and first
warmup before July's warld championships in
Rome.

"Michael is focused on practicing and
regaining the mental and physical momentum
that he had achieved poing into the Beijing
Olympics," Phelps' coach, Bob Bowman, said
in a statement.

"He is committed to a very demanding and
rigorous training schedule as he prepares for
upcoming meets and  the FINA World
Championships."

Phelps won a record. eight gold medals at
the Beijing Olympics, but he was suspended
by USA Swimming this month after a British
tabloid published a photograph showing him
with a marijuana pipe at a party in November
at the University of South Carolina.

The  23-year-old Phelps . apologized and
called the suspension "fair." While he's
returned to training in his hometown of
Baltimore, the suspension put him behind his
preparation for the world championships.

Crabtree "'might not run'

INDIANAPOLIS - Michael Crabtree might
not perform in front of NFL scouts, after all,

The top-rated receiver in this year's draft
told NFL Network on Tuesday there was only
a 50-30 chance he would ren af his personal
workout next month in Lubbock, Texas.

On Saturday, doctors at the league's annual
scouting combine diagnosed a stress fracture
in his left foot and recommended surgery to
insert a screw.

Rehabilitation is expected to take 1( weeks
or ‘more, meaning Crabtree wouldn't be able
to work out for scouts before the draft if the
procedure was done soon. The draft.is April
25-26.

On Sunday, Crabtree changed his plans. He
said he would delay surgery until after his
personal workout. Now that could change.

"It's 50-50," Crabtree told the television
network by phone Tuesday. "TI'm going to take
some time and evaluate it."

i Headland Media proditces the
market-leading Headland SatNews service,
incorporating the News On-Board and
HotelNewspapers brands. The service cover:
B0 countries in move than 11 languages and 5
delivered daily by e-mail or via satellite.

Tel: +44 151 236 4124 (UK)

tnd +1 954 492 2292 (US)

FE-mail: news@headlandmedia.com

Website: www.headlandmedia.com

There already are questions about how his
condition might affect his draft status. Be fore
the  combine, most projected = the
record-setting Texas Tech receiver to be
among the top five picks -and he still mig it.

But he measured 6-foot-1 - 2 inches sh. rter
than his listed height at Texas Tech, creatiiga
potential concern for teams that thought b 2 fit
the mold of a taller receiver such as R: ndy
Moss or-Larry Fitzgerald.

Calhoun rant embarrassmg

NEW HAVEN, Comn. - Connecicut
basketball coach Jim Calhoun's tirade it a
freelance journalist posing questions aout
the his $1.6 million salary was an
"embarrassing display," the state's gove nor
said Tuesday.

- Gov. M. Jodi Rell said she beli ves
Callioun regrets the outburst directed at <en
Krayeske, who questioned the veteran crach
about his salary after a game Saturday.

. " think if Coach Calhoun had the
opportunity right now, he would welcorie a
do-over and not have that embarras;ing
display from last week," Rell said : fier
meeting with local college officials and
business leaders.

" Rell said Calhoun's whole tone was
embarrassing.

~ Calhoun hasn't spoken with the media & nce
the tirade. A call seeking comment fror the
university was not immediately returned.

The No. 2 Huskies' next game is at N». 8
Marquette on Wednesday.

Krayeske, a freelancer and political acti Ast,
attended the game on a photo press pass and
asked the first question of the coich's
postgame news conference following a 6 -50
win over South Florida.

He asked why the coach of a mblic
university was making $1.6 million while the
state has a $944 million deficit anl a
projected 38 billion shortfall over the ext
WO years.

Calhoun first responded with a joke, hen
grew angry as Krayeske continued the lir : of
questioning.

"My best advice to you is, shut ip,
Calhoun said.
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Bernanke cites 'contraction'

WASHINGTON - Federal Reserve Chairman
Ben Bernanke told Congress Tuesday the
cconomy 15 suffering through a "severe
contraction” and pledged to use all available
toels to lift the country out of the recession
that already has cost millions of Americans
their jobs.

[n testimony to the Senate Banking
Comimnitiee, Bernanke said the economy is
likely to keep shrinking in the first six months
of this year.

Housing, credit and financial crises - the
worst since the 1930s - plunged the economy
into its worst slide in a quarter-century at the
end of last year.

Bernanke hoped that the current recession
will end this year, but said there were
significant risks to that forecast. Any
economic turnaround will hinge on the
success of the Fed and the Obama
administration in getting credit and financial
markets to operate more normally again.

"Only if that is the case, in my view there is
a reasonable prospect that the cwrent
recession will end in 2009 and that 2010 will
be a year of recovery," Bemanke said.

Among the risks to any recovery are if
economic and financial troubles in other
countries tum out to be worse than
anticipated, which would hurt U.S. exports
and further aggravate already shaky financial
conditions in the United States.

Another concern is that the Fed and other
Washington policymakers won't be able to
break a vicious ‘cycle where disappearing
jobs, tanking home values and shrinking nest
eggs are forcing consumers  to -cut back
sharply, worsening the economy's tailspin.

In tum, battered companies lay off more
people and cut back in other ways.

"To break that adverse feedback loop, it is
essential that we continue - to . complement
fiscal stimulus with strong government action
to stabilize financial institutions and financial
markets," Bernanke said.

Stocks up on Bernanke
remarks

NEW YORK - Federal Reserve Chairman
Ben Bernanke gave Wall Street a double dose
of reassurance.

The Dow rose 236.16, or 3.3 percent, to

7,350.94, On Monday, the major indexes -

tumbled more than 3 percent, including the
Dow, which fell 251 points and hit its lowest
close since May 7, 1997,

WALL STREET INDEXES

Tuesday close

Dow Jones Indust. .94 +236.16
s&P 500 ) 14 +29.81
NYSE Composite .74 - +187.96
Amex Index | .05 +25.82
NASD Compostite .83 +54.11
NM% composite X .56 +25.37
vajue Line Gegmetric .38 + B.9l
value Line Arithmetic .51 +59.09
wilshire 5000 .85 +308.23
Russell 2000 .48  +17.90
60 MOST ACTIVE STOCKS

Prices as of Tue Feb 24 _17:37:32
AT&T: Inc NY 3.25 5
ActivsBlz s NA 0.10 - B
AMEXP NY 3.62 i47
AmIntlGp NY 4], .1
Ap[il'le Inc NA 0.25 3.30
Apldmati NA, .7 3
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1.45
For NY 2.00
GenElec NY 9.08
Goldstr g AM 1.51 .
HartfdFn NY &.01 1.33
HewlettP NY 29.62 =3
HomeDp NY 20.867 1.96
HuntBnk NA 1.41 2
ishJapn © NY 7.60 ES
15hchi5 s NY 26.15 .
15hEMKL s NY 22.14 .
15 Eafe NY 35.96 .
15hR2K NY 41.02 .
iShREST NY 27.35 .
ntel NA 12.73 .65
JPMorgch NY 21,02 .
MarvellT NA 7.48 +.87
Microsoft NA 17.17 -.04
Morgstan NY 22.07 +3.2
NewsCﬂA NA 6.12 +.34
NthgtM o AM i.i8 -.24
Novagld g AM 2.69 ~-.32
Qracia NA 16.44 +.58
Pfizer NY 13.59 +.32
PSCrudeDL n AM 2.04 +.16
PwShs gQQ NA . 28.78 +.02
Prushs&e NY 89.93 -7.34
Prou]tQna NY 24.60 +1.44
Proultse NY 19.04 +1.34
ProUltFin NY 2.44 +.43
Qualcom NA 34.49 wl. 71
RschMotn NA 40.42 +3.00
spdrGold NY 94.73 -3.00
Schwab NA, 13.30 +1. 18
SeagateT NA 3.96 -.05
SirjusxXm NA : 14 +.00
SprintNax NY 3.58 w27
SPDR NY 77.48 +2.B3
SP l’—:ngy NY 42,30 +1.00
SPDR Fncl NY 8.05 +. 87
Us Bancrp NY 12,54 +1.2%
wegthfInt = NY 9.69 +.17
wellsFargo NY 13.05 +2.02
vahoo NA 12,75 78
(NY=NYSE; AM=AMEX; NA
FOREIGN STOCK INDEXES
Tuesdag Previous
Amstardam AEX 222.5 223.98
Brussels Bel-25 1697.60 1725.58
Frankfurt DAX 3895.75 3936.45
Hong Kong H-=S 12798.52 13175.10
London FT=100 3816.44 3850.73
Mexico IPC 18296. 11 7956.40
M Tan MIB 12614.00 2639.00
Faris cac-40 2708.05 2727.B7
Sydhay ali ord  3285.00 3304.10
Tokyo .Nikkei 7268.56 7376.186
Torgnto TSE-300 7859.33 7647 .67
zurich SMI 4723.02 4797.12

NEW YORK EXCHANGE RATES
: ‘ruesdag Previo s
Australia (pollar) 1.536 1.55 2
cBritain_(Pound $1.4491 $51.44.6
Canada (Do 1.2416 1.25°6
Ehina (Yuan) 6.8383 6.83 D
Euro $1.2852 S$1.2773
Hong. Kong {(Dollar) 7.7528 7.75.6
India ERupee) 49,689 49,5 9
Japan CYen) 95,89 94 1D
Mexico (Peso) 14.8185 14.94:-5
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Russia C(Ruble 35.7782 36.02'5
51 ngagmje (bollar) 1.5216 ~_ L.524
50, Africa (Rand} * 9.8593 10.0% 1
Switzerland (Franc) 1.1603 1.16' 1

. Broader stock indicators also rebounded
Tuesday. The S&P 500 index rose 29.81, v 4
percent; to 773.14. On Monday, it loggec its
Iowest finish since April 11, 1997,

The Nasdaq composite index rose 54.11, or
3.9 percent, Tuesday to 1,441.83, while the
Russell 2000 index of smaller companies : ose
17.90, or 4.5 percent, to 412.48.

Advancing issues outnumbered decliner. by
about 6 to -1 .on the New York Stick
Exchange, where-censolidated volume c:me
to 7.09 billion shares,  compared +-ith
Monday's 6.35 billion.

Bernanke told Congress on Tuesday the
recession - might - end this year, and ~hat
regulators- aren't ‘planning to  nationa ize
banks.

The news alleviated some of investors'
worties about the economy and the banling
industry, and lified the Dow Jones indus ial
average and Standard & Poor's 500 index off
their lowest levels since 1997,

- Home Depot posted.z loss but the natirn's
largest home improvement retailer's resilts
topped expectations when excluding costs for
shutting four home-improvement brands. ‘he
stock rose $1.96, or 10.5 percent, to $20.6" .

Dollar mostly lower

NEW YORK - The dollar slipped aga nst
European currencies but rose against the ren
Tuesday after traders learned that consu ner
sentiment sank sharply in February.

The 16-pation euro-rose to $1.2852 in ate
New York trading Tuesday from $1.2713,
while the British pound edged up to $1.4 .91
from $1.4486 late Monday.

Meanwhile, the buck rose 6°96:89 Japar 2se
ven from 94.60 yen, topping out at 9¢ 93
earlier in the session, a three-month high.

Stocks in- Japan dropped 3 percent to chise
near 26-vear lows on Tuesday.

The Conference Board's Consu ner
Confidence Index sank to 25 in February ft ym
a revised 37.4 last month, below analysts'
expectations. The current level is the lovest
since the index began in 1967,
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In other New York trading, the dollar fell to
1.1603 Swiss francs from 1.1671 francs, and
dropped to. 1.2416 Canadian dollars from
1.2516 Canadlan dollars late Menda.y

Treasurys end nnxed

NEW YORK - Treasury prices finished mixed
Tuesday as stocks rebounded  and the
govemnment sold $40- billion in two-year
notes.

The auction was well-received, but
upcoming supply is nevertheless weighing on
Treasury prices, Later this week, the Treasury
Department will auction $32 billion in
five-year notes and $22 billion in seven-year

nates.

The benchmark -~ 10-year- Treasury note
dipped 12/32 to-99 17/32, Its yield ‘rose to
2.50 percent from 2.76 percent.

The two-year note fell 2/32 to 99 25/32, and
its yield rose to 0.98 percent from 0.94
percent, The 30-year bond rose 14/32 to 100
6/32, and its yield fell to 3.49 percent from
3.51 percent.

The three-month Treasury bill's yield was
unchanged at 0.29 percent. The discount rate
was (.30 percent.

Ofﬂc:al Obama to name
commerce pick Wednesday

WASHINGTON - President Barack Obama
intends to nominate former Washington Gov.
Gary Locke to be commerce secretary on
Wednesday in his third.try to fill the job.

Locke, a Democrat, became the nation's first
Chinese-American governor when -he ‘took
office in 1997 and served two terms.

Obama planned to make the announcement
on Wednesday, said an administration official
who spoke on condiion of anonymity
because the appointment has not been made
public.

His appointment drew quick applause from
fellow Washington-state Democrats.

"Who better than Gary to understand
international trade and our relationship with
China? He gets it better than anyone," Gov.
Chris Gregoire said Tuesday.

Asked if she expected Locke to be
confirmed, Gregoire said: "If Gary Locke
cannot be confirmed, 1 don't think anybody
can get confirmed.” Sen. Maria Cantwell,
D-Wash., also praised Locke's selection,

"Obviously a lot of growth in our economy
is through exports, and obviously he knows
how important exports can be for big sectors
like Boeing and Microsoft and agriculture.
And he might be the first commerce secretary
who comes into office with some
understanding of fish," she said.

gt

MOVIES: 'Whatever Happened to Baby
Jane' told the story of the Hudson
sisters.

HISTORY: Sotheby's is the worid's
oldest auctioneer.

GAMES & PASTIMES: A jack can also
ba called a knave in a pack of cards.

HEE

MACY'S INC..

NEW YORK - Macys Inc. reported an
almost 59 percent drop in fourth-quarter
earnings Tuesday as its results were
dragged down by weak sales and
one-time costs associated with the
consolidations of regional divisions and
store closings.

FIDELITY INVESTMENTS

BOSTON - Fidelity Investments said
Tuesday ifs operating profit fell 18
percent last year compared with 2007,
as the nation's largest mutual fund
company saw fund performance decline
compared with peers.

TARGET CORP.

MINNEAPOLIS - Target Corp. said
Tuesday that its fourth-quarter profit fell
41 percent as consurner spending
suffered amid high unemployment and
other economic woes.

MEDCO HEALTH SOLUTIONS INC.

NEW YORK - Pharmacy benefits
manager Medco Healih Solutions Inc.
said Tuesday its fourth-quarter profit
rose 32 percent as the deteriorating
economy drove-increased sales of
generic and mail-order drugs as
customers tried to save money.

OFFICE DEPOT INC.

NEW YORK - Office Depot Inc. said
Tuesday it lost $1.54 billion in the fourth
quarter as hefty charges and sharply
lower sales in North America and abroad
weighed on the office supply chain.

- Salmon and other fish are a huge part o: the
culture of the Pacific Northwest. The
Commerce Department oversees the Nati mal
Marine Fisheries Service.

Ford execs take pay cuts

DETROIT - Hourly workers at Ford M tor
Co. will get yet another round of buyout and
early retirement offers, and the company's top
two executives will take 30 percent pay :uts
&s Ford tries to find a way out of the w orst
anto sales slump in 26 years.

. Chief Executive Alan Mulally and
Executive Chairman Bill Ford Jr. will ses the
Salary reductions this year and next, accor ing
to a memo.

In addition, local union ieaders were old
Tuesday that the company will make bu out
or early retirement offers to alt 42,000 .S
hourly workers.

The offers are part of a series of conf act
concessions in a tentative agreement reac aed
between the United Auto Workers and the
company, according to two union offiials
briefed on the deal.

Top., UAW _ leaders _explained the
concessions to  plant-level . officials { om
across the couniry at a meetmg in De roit
Tuesday afternoon.

The union officials didn't want to be
identified because the deal has not lzen
explained to the membership.

. Other concessions include suspensior of
cost-of-living  pay  raises, - lump- um

_ performance bonuses and end-of-the- ear

bonuses in the remaining three. years of the
union's contract with Ford, the officials sa 1.

- The union also agreed to take as equity 50
percent of the payments that Ford is requ red
to make into a unton-run frust fund that vill

take over retiree health care expenses star ing

next year

Penny stocks" Small change
for big-name companies

What costs more - a spark plug or a shar of
General Motors? A Sunday New York Ti nes
or a share of the newspaper company’ A
General Electric toaster or a share of GE?

In the surest sign of the depth of the
recession, the products associated with 1 2se
high-profile companies now cost more 11an
buying a piece of the business. .

Shares of somie of the most renow ed
companies have come under assault as the
worst recession in decades saps inveitor
confidence and drags major stock indexe to
their lowest levels since 1997.

Despite Tuesday's 3 percent gain, the [ ow
Jones industrial average is still off almost 50
percent from its 2007 high - and there's { file
evidence it's hit bottom.
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Obama seeks $634bn for health

WASHINGTON - President Barack Obama is
asking Congress to raise taxes on the wealthy
and cut Medicare costs to provide health care
for- the vuninsured while making the
just-enacted $400 tax cut for most workers
permanent.

In his first budget blueprint, Obama
proposes setting aside $634 billion over the
next decade to expand government subsidized
health coverage - a little more than half the
money needed to ensure that every American
gets medical care.

Obama is also expected to ask Congress for
an additional $75 billion to cover the costs of
wars In Iraq and - Afghanistan through
September.

The disclosures came . from - three
administration  officials, who spoke - on
condition of anonymity because the budget
won't be made public until Thursday.

Obama's budget proposal would effectively
raise income taxes and curb tax.deductions on
couples making more than $250,000 a year,
beginning in 2011.

By not extending former President George
W. Bush's tax cuts for such wealthier filers,
Obama would allow the marginal rate -on
household incomes above $250,000 to rise

from 35 percent to 39.6 percent, said an
administration official.

The plan also contains a contentious
proposal to raise hundreds of billions of
dollars by auctioning off permits to exceed
carbon emissions caps Obama wants to
impose on users of fossil fuels to address
global warming.

Some of the revenues from the poliution
permits would be used to extend the "Making
Work Pay" tax credit of $400 for individuals
and 3$800 for couples beyond 20010 as
provided in the just-passed economic
stimutlus bill,

About -half of what officials characterized
as a $634 billion "down payment” toward
health - care coverage for every American
would coine from cats in Medicare.

That is sure to incite battles with doctors,
hospitals, health insurance companies and
drug manufacturers.

Some of the Medicare savings would come
from scaling back payments to private
insurance plans that serve older Americans,
which many anaiysts believe to be inflated.

Other  proposals’ include  charging
upper-income beneficiaries 2 higher premium
for Medicare's prescription drug coverdge. -

House OKs $410bn in spending

WASHINGTON - The Democratic-controlled
House pushed through a $410 billion measure
Wednesday that boosted domestic programs,
bristled with earmarks and chipped away at
policies  left  behind - by the Bush
administration.

The vote was 245-178, largely along party
lines.

Republicans assalled the..measure as too
costly - particularly on- the heels of a $787
billion stimulus bill that President Barack
Obama signed last week. But Democrats
jabbed back.

"The same people who drove the economy
into the ditch are now complaining about the
size of the tow truck," said Rep. James

McGovern, D-Mass., pointing out ‘the large
increase in-deficits that President George W.
Bush -and GOP-controlled Congresses
amassed.

From the GOP side, Rep. Jeb Hensarling of
Texas said the legislation was "going to grow
the government 8.3 percent... but the family
budget which has to pay for the federal
budget only grew at 1.3 percent last year."

The debate occurred one day after Obama
told Congress in a prime time television
address that he intends to cut deficits in half
aver the next four years, and one day before
he was submitting tax and spending plans for
the coming year.

SCORES SURVIVE PLANE CRASH

HAARLEMMERLIEDE, Netherlands - A
Turkls_h ‘Airlines Jetllner plummeted qut: of

i d:plowed into a muddy field -
Wednesday:near Amstéerdam's main alrport
but nearly everyune on:board - 125 people -
survived. The nine dead included both
pilots. -

The Boelng 737 -800 was en-route from
Istanbul to Amsterdam carrying 134 people
when it suddenly [ost speed-and fall outof:
the sky about two miles short of the funway
at Schiphaol Airport, investigators said.

Thejetliner broke into three pieces upan
impact: the fuselage tore in two near the
cockpit and the tail was ripped off: Dgspite
the catastraphic impact, the wreckage did
not burr: and sc:ores of pecple walked away.

LAWMAKER FACES ARREST

BAGHDAD An Iraqr Alrways jet carrymg a:
Sunni'lawmaker aceused of being a terrar
boss was ordered-back to Baghdad on
Wednesday, but authorities could only
watch as the combative |egislator. slippad
away before fellow parliament members
stripped him of his immunity.

The boomerang voyage of Mohammed
al-Dayni - who was pulled back just as the
jet was about to leave Iragi airspace -
capped days: of friction:betwaen the + -
Shiite-led government and the deﬁant
al-Bayni; who called thie’ charge&part ofa
campaign to muzzle:critics.

He:made one last blitz of callg to
journalists and supportérs after the
Jardan-bound jet returned fo Baghdad.

YSL AUCTION BREAKS RECORDS

PARIS = Tweo raré bronze sculptires that
disappeared from-China nearly 150 years
ago - and demanded back by Beijing - sofd
for millions:Wednesday as an alction-of art
works owned by the late fashion designer
Yves Saint'Laurent conclided with ciazzhng
sales.of neatly-$500 million, i

The-collection of Saint Laurent and his
partner, Pierre:Berge, broke several world
racords in-a three-day "sale of:the centuiry" -
that amassed more than $484: million; said
the organizer; Christie's.

That was well over.the $250 million-$380
million the 733-place sale. had been
expected to fetch.
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INTERNATIONAL WEATHER
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Amﬁter*dzun 34 43 Clear
Atheps 39 45 Clear
Auckland 52 73 pcidy
Berlin_ - 32 39 “clear
Brussels 3243 0Chear o
Bueios: Afres 54 "84 Clear
cairo 46 61 Clear
Coger}hagen 34 Al Clear
bubtin 39 46 Rain
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Funeral director arrested.

BIRMINGHAM, Alabama - A funeral
director accused of leaving a woman's body to
decay in a parked hearse after her relatives
failed to pay the bill was arrested on a felony
charge of abusing a - corpse, police said
Wednesday.

Watson and Sons Funeral Home embalmed
the remains of Edna Kathleen Woods, 52,
after she died of natural causes in November
2007, said Gadsden police Sgt. Jeff Wright.

Relatives wanted . the body cremated but
failed to sign the necessary paperwork or pay
owner Harold Watson Sr., he said.

After storing the corpse at his funeral home
for more than a vyear, Wright said, the
76-year-old - Watson decided. to move. it
because he couldn't reach the woman's family,
Someone . complained  about- a foul smell
near downtown Gadsden,- about 60 miles
northeast of Birmingham, and officers on
Tuesday found the woman's remains in a
cardboard box that was inside a locked hearse
parked on a piece of property that Watson
owns.

Obama eyes financial sector regulations

WASHINGTON - After devoting money and
time in search of a rescue for the ailing
banking sector, President Barack Qbama on
Wednesday demanded tough new regulations
to keep financial institutions in check and

~ avoid future Wall Street meltdowns.

Obama pressed key lawmakers to. overhaul
the - nation's financial regulatory scheme to
restore "accountability, transparency and trust
in our financial markets." .

He specifically called for a system that
would monitor the risks that institutions can
take. ' '

"We can no longer sustain 21st century
markets with 20th century regulation," Obama
said after meeting with Treasury Secretary
Timothy Geithner and the chaitmen and top

committees charged with writing new
regulatory legislation.”

Obama leveled a broad indictment of the
industry, saying the current financial crisis
occurred  when - "Wall  Sireet  wrongly
presumed the markets would continuously
rise and traded in complex financial products
without fully evaluating their risks."

But he also blamed government regulators
for not adequately protecting consumers.

In calling for a sweeping regulatory change,
Obama is providing ballast to his still
unfinished effort to shore up the ailing
industry.

As such, he is taking both a policy and a
political step designed to assure the public
that bailing out banks is not his only
prescription for the industry.

Forces will face combat after Iraq pullout

WASHINGTON - Some of the U.S. forces
likely to remain in Iraq after President Barack
Obama fulfills his pledge to withdraw combat
troops would still have a combat role fighting
suspected terrorists, - the Pentagon said
Wednesday.

Obama plans to-announce his withdrawal
strategy as carly as Friday, He will travel. that
day to Camp Lejeune in North Carolina, the
White House announced Wednesday.

While there, Obama is expected to outline a
compromise withdrawal plan that  leaves
behind as many as 50,000 troops for cleanup
and protection operations.

"The president will thank the Marines and

their families for their incredible sacrifice,
and will outline his plan for a way forward in
Iraq," said a senior administration -official,
speaking on condition of anonymity because
the plan has not been announced.

Although most of the fighting forces would
be withdrawn-in the next 18- months, some
troops could remain in Iraq for years to come.
An agreement - forged by the Bush
administration - with . [raqi officials requires
removal of all U.S. forces by 2012,

Deiense -Secretary Robert Gates has said
that a holdover, or "residual,” force would
number in the tens of thousands.

Jindal slammed over speech response

NEW YORK - Insane. Childish. Disaster.
And those were some of the kinder comments
from political pundits about Louisiana Gov.
Bobby Jindal and his response to President
Barack Obama's speech to Congress on
Tuesday night.

Jindal, 37, a Rhodes scholar and son of
Indian immigrants, is considered a rising star
in Republican ranks and: a likely 2012
presidential candidate.

GOP leaders, looking for a fresh face for
the party's image, tapped Jindal earlier this
month for the high-profile task of rebutting
Obama's first address to.a joint session of
Congress.

But in both style and substance, Jindal's

speech has drawn flak from Republicans and
Democrats alike,

His criticism of govemment spending for
emergency. economic relief has been widely
panned, especially given his state's receipt-of
billions in federal assistance afier Hurricane
Katrina in 2005,

And Jindal's voice and earnest, awkward
delivery have drawn comparisons to Kenneth
Parcell, the geeky page on the NBC comedy
"30 Rock."

Indeed, a new Facebook group titled
"Bobby Jindal is Kenneth the Page" had
aiready attracted more than 1,800 members
Wednesday aftermoon, '
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Police: Miami man kills wife, daughters

MIAMI - A 53-year-old music teacher fatally
shot his wife and two daughters Wednesday
before killing himself, while his 16-year-old
son who survived the attack managed to call
police as he escaped uninjured from the
Miami home, authorities said.

Police haven't released names, but
neighbors identified the family members as
Pablo Josue Amador; his 45-year-old wife,
Maria; their youngest daughters, Priscila and
Rosa; and the escaped son, Javier.

They said the couple also had a 19-year-old
daughter who attends college.

Sarait Betancourt, a 44-year-old school bus
driver who lives near the family, said Amador
is a Cuban immigrant who gave piano lessons
at a guitar shop and at his home. Betancourt’s
two sons, ages 9 and 10, had been taking

piano lessons from him once a week since
2006.

"He was a marvelous person and a
tremendous professor," she said. "People
would enter the house, and you just breathed
peace.”

Betancourt said all four children excelled at
piano and performed together at church and
home as Los Galileos. Authorities have not
confirmed that there is a fourth sibling. -

Officers went to the home in southern

Miami-Dade County just before 6 am. to’

investigate reports of shots being, fired. Police
found a gun but didn't say what type or how
many shots were believed fired,

Neighbors on the quiet street of modest
single-family homes said there was nothing
that particularly stood out about the family.

Sanctuary 'warned chimp owner about dangers'

STAMFOQORD, Connecticut - The founder of a
primate rescue sanctuary said Wednesday that
she warned a Connecticut woman years ago
that her pet chimpanzee was a "ticking time
bomb."

April Truitt, who runs the Primate Rescue
Center in Kentucky, said she took it-upon
herself to warn chimp owner Sandra Herold
of the dangers of keeping the animal in her
home after she heard of its'escape in 2003.

The - 200-pound - chimp, nafited Travis,
attacked ‘and critically injured 35-year-old
Charla Nash last week as she tried to help

Herold lure the dnimal back into a house.

Nash rtemains hospitalized  with massive
mjuncs to her hands and face.

Police shot and killed the chimp shortly
after the attack. Its remains were cremated
Wednesday.

Police have not said if they will file charges
against Herold. Her lawyer, Joe Gerardi,
declined to comment Wednesday.

Authorities said they don't know why the
chimp attacked. Herold: has speculated that
Travis was trying to protect her. ffom Nash,
who arrived af the house with an unfamiliar
hairstyle and car.

"Travis was a fticking. time -bomb, dnd

. keeping him in the house and trying .to

domesticate him-was a really, really bad idea
and he wasn't going to put up with it forever,”
Truitt said.

Mom' Hospltal may not release octuplets

LOS ANGELES - Nadya Suleman has voiced
concern that the hospital where her octuplets
are being cared for may prevent. her from
taking them home when they're healthy
enough in coming weeks.

But in reality, -hospitals don't prevent
healthy children from going home - child
protective services do.

And that's only if a complaint has been
filed. Hospital employees: are mandated to
report to county authorities any concerns they
have about unsuitable home environments, a
mother's  emotional or  psychological

instability, or any other sifuation that could
result in harm to a child.

According to talk show host Dr. Phil

McGraw, the 33-year-old unemployed mother

called him Tuesday and said hospital officials

were  worried  that  her current
arrangement wouldn't be suitable.

Stu Riskin, a spokesman for Los Angeles
County Department of Children and Family
Services, said the agency cannot comment
specifically on Suleman's situation and could
not confirm whether a case had been opened
on her family.
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MORGAN FREEMAN SUED

The woman:who was -with Morgan
Ereeman the night of a car crash that
injured both of them insists she was
never romantically linked to'Freeman
and is suing the actor for negligence.

Demaris Meyer and her lawyer, Gloria
Allred, held 'd@ news conference
Wednesday announcing that Meyer has
filed a lawsuit against the 71-year-old
Academy Award wirner.

“I'have been labeled as the other
woman-and:have been accused of.
having caused the breakup of Mr.
Freeman's marriage,” Mever said.

"Nothing could be‘further from the
truth. [.had hoped and prayed that Mr.
Freeman or his representatives would
have’set the record straight and cleared
my:name, but they have not done'so and
that is:why. .have chosen to come
forward to tell the truth about our
relationship. "

BRITNEY-'SCARED OF LUTEF

Britney Spears'hairdresser téstified
Wednesday that the pop superstar told
her shie was scared of her former

- manager and.friend, Osama "Sam’ Lutfi.

Thetestimony came as lawyers for
Spears' father seek lengthy restraining
orders-against.Spears’ ex-boyfriend
Adnan Ghal 'ttorney Jon Eardley and

y:

orders against the
men and plans to hear further testlmony
Apnl 1a - .

"f: don‘t watchit too mu'éh Q' Donnell
said. "l don't really watch too much

are s'y'stem called “Amerlca."
ad been a foster parent to two
. including a girl hamed: Rosie fqr

112 years when an intern in 2002
handéd:her the book by E.R. Frank that "
inspired the mavie.

O'Donnell, Who co-wrote the script and
is executive producer, plays a therapist - -

for a boy aging out of foster care. She

- discovered her.17-.year-old co-star Philip

Johnson while edting at a Detroit diner
just days before production was.to begln
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Low-carb? Study finds calories count more

LOS ANGELES - . Low-fat, low-carb or
high-protein? The kind of diet doesn't matter,
scientists say. All that really counts is cutting
calories and sticking with it, according to a
federal study that followed . people- for two
years. .

However, paricipants had trouble staying.
with a single approach that.long and the
weight loss was modest for most.

As the world grapples with rising obesity,
millions have . tumned to - popular diets. like
Atkins, Zone and Qrnish that tout the benefits
of one nutrient over another.

Some previous studies have found that low
carbohydrate diets like. Atkins work  better
than a traditional low-fat diet, But the new
research found that the key to losing weight
boiled down to 2 basic rule - calories -in,
calories out, :

"“The hidden secret is it doesn't matter if you
focus on low-fat or low-carb," said Dr..

Elizabeth Nabel, director of the National
Heart, Lung and Blood Institute, which
funded the research.

Limiting the calories you consume and
burning off more calories with exercise is
key, she said.

The study, which appears in Thursday's
New England Journal of Medicine, was led by
Harvard School of Public Health and
Penningtont Biomedical Research Center. in
Eouisiana. . : s

Researchers - randomly  assigned 811
overweight adults to one of four diets; each of
which contained different levels of fat,
protein and carbohydrates.

Though the diets were twists on commercial
plans, the study did not directly compare
popular diets. The four diets contained
healthy fats, were high in whole grains, fruits
and vegetables and were low in cholesterol.
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THIEVES TRY TO PASS $1,000 BILL

LITERATURE; Whpée lover was Oliver

Mellors? L

MYTHS & LEGENDS: Which mythicat
river led to Hades?

SPORTS: In which spoft is the
Britannia Cup contested?

(Answers on Page 8)

TEXAS TOWNSHIP, Mich. - Authorities:
say an antique $1,000 bill proved the

_ downfall of three teenagers on the run in

" Michigan.

The Kalamazoo County sheriff's

“department says the'trio stole'a safe

contalning antigue money from one of
the-youth's. parents.
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Triumphant return for Tiger

MARANA, Arizona - Tiger Woods made a
triumphant return to golf in the Accenture
Match Play Championship on . Wednesday
with a start that showed fans what they'd been
missing for eight months.

Just past high noon in the’desert, Woods
fired an 8-iron into 5 feet for birdie. Then
came a gentle fist pump when his 3-iron from
237 yards on the par-5 second settled 4 feet
from the cup for eagle. : :

He closed out Brendan.Jones of Australia
with a2 3-foot par on the 16th hole for a
3-and-2 victory in his first competitive outing
in the 253 days since he limped his way to an
epic U.S. Open title.

"It felt like nothing had changed," Woods
said. "Walking down the fairway, it was like
business as usual.”

But this was no ordinary day.

Before thousands of fans who scurried
through the high desert, eager to see every
shot from the world's ‘No. 1 player, Woods
showed no sign of the reconstructive surgery
done on his leftknee a week after winning the
U.S. Open.

"It hield up,” he said, "It felt good."

Woods said he had looked forward to the
rush of competing. It was as if all that time
away from goif had been bottled up inside of
him.--And then it came gushing out on a
scorching day on Dove "Mountain, where
temperatures approached 90 degrees (32.C).

Fans packed into the stands around the first
tee, with more lined up behind the ropes all
the way to the green, and the cheer when
Woods walked onto the teé could be heard all
the way down the fairway. =~ '

Woods backed off his tee shot, and without
much expression, belted a fairway metal
down the right side of the fairway.

"You are back!" one spectator shouted.

~ He won the first two holes before some rust
settled in. Woods made three bogeys over his
next five holes and was leading, 1 up, until he
birdied the par-5 eightly with a-6-foot puit:

Jones never got any closer.

Woods seized control of the match when
Jones couldn't save par behind: the green on
the -par-3 12th, and “then Woods struck
another - familiar pose by raising his putter
above his head as his 20-foot eagle putt
dropped on the 13th.

It was the third time in five years Woods
had surgery on his left knee, adding to the
mystery of whether lie would be as good as
the player who has won 65 times on the U.S.
PGA Tour, including 14 majors.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL
Men's Top 25
2. Connecticut 93, B. Marguette 82

7. Duke 78, Maryland 67
9, Michigan State 62, Iowa 54
10. villanova 74, pePaul 72
1l. Missouri 94, Kansas State 74
Virginia Tech 80, 12. Clemson 77
25. Texas 87, Texas Tech 81

Women's Top 25

6. Baylor_83, Texas Tech 53
10. puke 83, wake Farest 50
Temple 74, 13 Xavier .65 . .
Nebraska 52, 20 Kansas State 47
25. Iowa State 76, Colorado 63

New lJersey 111, Chicago 99

New Orleans 90, Detroit 87

Utah 120, Minnesota 103

Indiana_ 104, Memphis 99
Phjiladelphia 1086, wash1n3ton a8
14, New York 10

Dallas 116, Milwaukee 96

San Antonio 99, Portland 84

Denver 110, Atlanta 109

char o%te-és, Sacramento 91
L.A. Clippers 93, Boston 91
Torgnte 2, N.Y. Rangers -1 (50)
philadelphia 2, Los Angeles 0
Detroit 4, San Jose 1

Pittsburgh 1, N.Y¥. Islanders O

"T came back from surgery before, but never
this long," Woods said. "And it didn't have
quite the same aftention."

Calhoun gets 800th win
MILWAUKEE - Jim Calhoun's 800th career

victory came thanks in large part.to senior !

guard A.J. Price, who scored a career-high 36
points as No.. 2 Connecticut . beat No. 8
Marquette 93-82 on Wednesday night. '

Calhoun became only the. seventh coach in
Division I history to win 800 or more games.
Stanley Robinson added 19 points and 10
rebounds for the Huskies (26-2, 14-2 Big
East), who had a pronounced size advantage
going into the game but ended up geiting the
best of Marquette on the perimeter, too.

Jerel McNeal scored 26 points for the
Golden Eagles (23-5, 12-3), who played most
of the game without guard Dominic James
who broke a bone in his left foot in the first
half,

James played only 4 minutes, and the
school announéed after halftime that he broke
the fifth metatarsal in his left foot.

No timeline was given for his return. James,
one of the Golden Eagles' tric of standout
senfor guards, has 1,749 points and is
considered one of the Big East's top defensive
players.

Maurice Acker picked up the majority of
James' minutes running the offense, and the
Golden Eagles kept rallying after Connecticut
squandered several chances to run away.

After yet another Marquetie mally, Price
finally clinched . the game by hitting a
3-pointer to put the Huskies ahead by eight
points with 1:10 [eft in the game.

Trailing by 11 early in the second half after
Price hit two 3- pointers and a jumper on
three straight possessions, Marquette went on
a 12-0 run that included two 3-pointers by
Acker to take ‘a l-point lead- with 12:07
remaining.

But Connecticut regained control with an
11-0 run that included three three-point plays
- one by Kemba Walker and two by Robinson
on - consecutive possessions .that ‘put the
Huskies up 82-74 with 4:28 remaining.

Marquette rallied again to cut the lead to
three- on a pull-up jumper by MeNeal with
2:28 left. And the Golden Eagles appeared to
come up with a defensive stop when Price
missed a driving layup, but McNeal was
calted for a loose ball foul and Jeff Adrien hit
two free throws to extend the lead to five.

Price hit the clinching 3-pointer from the
left wing with 1:10- remaining, then added
two free throws to put Connecticut ahead
91-81 with 45.5 seconds left.

A-Rod homers in opener

DUNEDIN, Fla. - Back on the field, Alex
Rodriguez was able to put aside the steroids
scandal. At least for a little while.

Booed and taunted by opposing fans in the
Yankees' spring training opener, Rodriguez
homered and drew two walks Wednesday in a
6-1 exhibition victory over Toronto that was
anything but routine. )

Tt was his first game since admitting he took
performance-enhancing drugs from 2001-03
with Texas. He left after drawing a walk in
the fifth .inning, then signed autographs for
five minutes before calling it a day.

"This is what I do. I know how to play
baseball," Rodriguez said. )

"I just hope that's the start of something
really special for this year. I feel really good
about our team.”

There were lots of cheers for the three-time
AL MVP, a smattering of boos and
occastonal catcalls from the crowd 615,014 at
mostly filled Dunedin Stadivm.

The New York third baseman walked on
five pitches in the first inning. Many in the
crowd stood and cheered as he circled the
bases after hitting a tiebreaking, two-run
homer off Ricky Romero in the fourth.
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"It was just a fastball I left up and he's a
great hitter,” Romero said. "He's going to hit
mistakes. and 1 made a mistake. 1 was just
trying to be aggressive."

Dodgers in new Manny bid

LOS ANGELES - The Los Angeles Dodgers
made a fourth bid for Manny Ramirez on
Wednesday, this time offering the enigmatic
slugger a $25 million, one-year contract with
a $20 million player option for 2010.

The player option came at the request of
Ramirez's agent, Scott Boras, according to a
person with knowledge of the negotiations
who requested anonymlty because talks are
ongoing.

The latest proposal is similar in dollars to
Los Angeles’ first offer to the free-agent left
fielder this offseason, a $45 million, two-year
deal with a buyout or a club option that was
ignored by Boras and later withdrawn by the
~ team,

This offer, however, gives Ramirez a
chance to determine his fate in 2010. He
could stay with the Dodgers for a $20 million
salary or decline the option and become a free
agent again.

Dodgers . spokesman - Josh . Rawitch
confirmed that general manager Ned Colletti,
owner Frank ~McCourt -and’ Boras met
Wednesday in Los Angeles and.-an' offer was
made, but Rawitch declined to provide further
details,

The Los Angeles Times first - reported
details of the offer on its Web site
Wednesday. :

Ramirez rejected a one-year, $25 million
proposal from Los Angeles three weeks ago.
The team also offered him salary arbitration
in December, but Ramirez turned that down,
too.

Giants sign Brandon Jacobs

EAST RUTHERFORD, New Jersey - The
New York Giants signed bruising halfback
Brandon Jacobs to a four-year, $25 million
contract on Wednesday, less than two days
before the NFL's free agency period starts.

"I was confident all alorig that this was
going to get dohe [ didn't panic one bit,"
Jacobs said in a statement released by the
team.

"I know the reason we did it the way we
did; I knew I was going to be here. I was
super-confident and I am here. I'm happy
about it."

The deal includes $13 million in guarantees.
Jacobs will earn $15 million over the first two
years.

"This team is full of young talent," he.said.

"We brought some great talent in here the

last two years and those guys are still learning -

and getting better. Our offensive line is great
and will contimie to be great, Theie are a lot
of young guys on our team that are still
playing great, great football. I'm looking for
big things out of our football team next year."

Despite missing -thrég¢ games with- a knee
injury, Jacobs ran for 1,089 yards and a
team- leadmg 15 touchdowns in helping the
Giants win the NFC East last season,

He aiso combined with fellow halfback
Derrick Ward - (1,025 yards) to make the
Giants only the fifth team with two
1,000-yard running backs.

Bucs release Derrlck Brooks

TAMPA, Fla. - Demick Brooks had no
explanation for what just happened to him.

Brooks, one of the top players in Tampa
Bay history, was cut by the Buccaneers
Wednesday in a purge of the team's veterans.

"Right now, like all of you guys, I'm just
trying to get a feel for it all, trying to come to
grips with it," the 11-time Pro'Bowl selection
said by telephone. "I don't even know what to
think,"

He can begin thinking about his futire in
the NFL away from Tampa.

Brooks, the NFL Defensive. Player of the
Year when Tampa Bay won the Super Bowl
after the 2002 season, was among five players
cut, four of them older than 32-year-old
Raheem Morris, the team's new head coach.

The others were wide receivers Joey
Galloway and ike Hilliard, running back
Warrick Dunn and linebacker Cato June. The
29-year-old June is the only player under 30
and the only ong younger than Morris.

The releases save more than $10 million in
salary cap space for a team that already is
close to $50 million under thé projected cap
of $123 million. General manager Mark
Dominik said the object of the cuts was less
to save money than to get the team younger.

"Obviously ~decisions like these are
extremely difficult'to make," Dominik said.

Harris inspires Nets again

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. - Devin Harris
scored 19 .of his 42 points in the fourth
quarter and carried the New Jersey Nets for
the second straight game.in a 111-99 victory
over the Chicago Bulls on Wednesday night.

The dazzling performance came just two
days after Harris scored 3% points and hit a
buzzer-beating half-court shot for a win over
Philadelphia.

The AlN-Star point guard hit 7 of 9 shots
from the field in the period to boost the Nets’
playoff hopes and hand Chicago only its fifth
loss in 13 games.

: Head!and Medza produces. the..

incorporating the News On-Board cmd
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30 countries in more than 11 languages and is
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Reserve Bobby Simmons added 18 points
and rookie Brook Lopez had 13. Vince Carter
had 11 points and nine rebounds.

Ben Gordon had- 17 points and recently
acquired John Salmons added 15 points to
lead the. Bulls, wha were a woeful 7-for-25
from-the field in the final quarter, including
one of their first 11.

Chicago, which was coming off an
impressive win over Orlando in their first
game since acquiring Salmons, Brad Miller
and Tim Thomas in trades, seemed in control
late in the third quarter after Kirk Hinrich hit
three straight baskets to give the Bulls a
78-69 lead.

Harris suddenly started hitting everything.
He converted a three-point play after getting
Salmons off the floor on a jumper and hit a
high-arcing layup to close the gap to 78-74
after three quarters.

Keyon Dooling got New Jersey within a
point with an early 3-pointer, but Gordon hit
a jumper to push the lead to 80-77.

A-shot in the lane by backup center Sean
Williams. and. two free - throws by Dooling
gave New Jersey an 81-80 lead before
Chicago took its last lead at 8§2-81 on two free
throws by Salmons,

Harris then went wild. He hit a layup, went
down the lane for another basket and nailed a
3-pointer to give New Jersey an 88-82 edge:
After feeding Lopez inside for a three-point
play, Harris hit- another jumper to give the
Nets a 93-83 lead. ,

New Jersey built the lead to as many as 16
points down the stretch with Harris hitting a
late 3-pointer before walking off to a standing
ovation. :

Hokies end losing streak

CLEMSON; S.C. - Malcolm Delaney: scored
26 .points. and - Virginia Tech ended -a
three-game losing streak with an- 80-77
victory over No. 12 Clemson on Wednesday
night.

Delaney put the Hokies (17-10, 7-6 Atlantic
Coast Conference) ahead for good with 7
minutes left, then kept pushing them forward
to keep their NCAA toumament hopes alive.

Clemson (22-3,-8-5) had a final shot to tie
the game, but Demontez Stitt missed a
desperation 3-point try.
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Obama seeks $634bn for health

WASHINGTON - President Barack Obama is
asking Congress to raise taxes on the wealthy
and cut Medicare costs to provide health care

r - the :uninsured  while making the
just-enacted $400 tax cut for most workers
permanent.

In his first budget blueprint, Obama
proposes setting aside $634 billion-over the
next decade to expand government subsidized
health coverage - a little more than half the
money needed to ensure that every American
gets medical care.

Obama is alse expected to ask Congress for
an additional $75 billion to cover the costs of
wars- in Iraqg and - Afghanistan - through
September. -

The - disclosures came - from three
administration officials, who ‘spoke on
condition of anonymity because the budget
won't be made public until Thursday.

Obama's budget proposal would effectively
raise income taxes and curb tax deductions on
couples making more than $250,000 a year,
beginning.in 201 1.

By not extending -former President George
W. Bush's tax cuts for'such wealthier filers,
Obama would allow the marginal rate on
hbuseholtf incomes abave $250,000 to rise

from 35 -percent to 39.6 percent, said an
administration official.

The plan also contains a contentious
proposal -to raise hundreds of biflions “of
doliars by auctioning off permits to exceed
carbon emissions caps Obama wants to
impose on users of fossil fuels to address
global warming.

Some of the revenues from the pollution
permits would be used to extend the "Making
Work Pay" tax credit of 3400 for individuals
and $800 for couples beyond 2010 as
provided in the just-passed economic
stimulus bill, ]

About half of what officials characterized
as a $634 billion "down payment”. toward
health care  coverage for every American
would come from cuts in Medicare.

That is sure to incite battles with doctors,
hospitals, health. insurance companies and
drug manufacturers.

Some of the Medicare savings would come
from scaling: back payments - to - private
insurance - plans that serve older Americans,
which many analysts believe to be inflated.

Other  proposals  include  charging
uppet-income beneficiaries a higher premium

for Medicare's prescnptmn drug COVerage.

House OKs $410bn in spending

WASHINGTON - The Democratic-controlled
House pushed through a $410 billion measure
Wednesday that boosted domestic programs,
bristled with earmarks and chipped away at
policies - left ‘behind - by the Bush
administration.

The vote was 245-178, largely along party
lines,

Republicans assailed the measure as too
costly - particularly on the hecls of a-$787
billion stimubys bill that President Barack
Obama signed last week. But Democrats
jabbed back. '

"The same people who drove the economy
into the ditch are now complaining about the
size of the tow truck," said Rep. James

McGovern, D-Mass., pointing out the large
increase in deficits that President George W.
Bush and GOP-controlled Congresses
amassed.

From the GOP side, Rep. Jeb Hensarling of
Texas said the legislation was "going to grow
the government 8.3 percent... but the family
budget which has to pay for the fedeial
budget only grew at 1.3 percent last year."

The debate occurred one day after Obama
told Congress in a -prime time television
address that he intends to cut deficits in half
over the next four years, and one day before
he was submitting tax and spending plans for
the coming year.

SCORES SURVIVE PLANE CRASH

HAARLEMMERLIEDE, Netherlands - A
. Turklsh Alrllnes jetliner plummeted out of

but nearly-everyone on boarcf 125 people =
survived.-The:nine dead included both..-
pilots.

The Boeing 737-800 was en.route from
Istanhul & Amsterdam carrying 134 people
when it suddenly losi speed and fell out of
the sky about two miles short of the runway
at:Schiphol:Airport, investigators said

The jetliner broke-info three pieces-upon
impact:the fuselage tore in two near the
cockpit and. the tail: was ripped off. Despite
the catastrophic impact, the wreckage did
not burn and scores of people walked. away.

LAWMAKER FACES ARREST

BAGHDAD:- An iragi-Airways jet carrying'a
Sunni-lawmaker-accused of being:a terror
boss was ordered back to Baghdad on
Wednesday, but authorities could.only
watlch as the' combative legislator slipped
away before fellow parliament members
stripped him of his Immunity. :

The boomerang:voyage of Mohammed
al-Dayni = who was-pulled back just as the
jetwas about to leave Iragi airspace -
capped:days of friction between the
Shiite-led. government and the defi ant
al-Dayni, who called the charges part of a
campaign to muzzle critics.

He made one:last biitz of calls.to
journalists and supporters after the
Jordan-bound:jet returned to Baghdad. -

YSL AUCTION.BREAKS RECORDS

PARIS - Two rare bronze sculpturas that
disappeared from China nearly: 150 years
ago - and demanded back by Beijing - sold
for millions Wednesday as an:auction: of art
waorks owned by. the:late fashion designer
Yves Saint Laurent concluded with dazzling
sales of nearly $500 million,

The collection of Saint Laurent and his
partner, Pierre Berge, broke several world -
records in‘a three-day "'sale of the century"
that amassed ‘motethan $484 million; said
the organizer; Christie's: -

That was well over the $250 mlllion-$380
million the 733-piece sale had -bgen
expacted to fetch.
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Big banks face 'stress tests'

WASHINGTON - The Obama administration
hopes to restore confidence in the nation's
ailing financial sector by subjecting 19 of the
largest banks to "stress tests" that will gauge
whether each institution has adequate capital
to survive a severe downturn.

Banlks that need new funds will be given six
meonths to-obtain it from the private sector or,
failing' that, -from the federal government's
$700 billion bank rescue program, the
Treasury Department said Wednesday.

Government officials haven't specifically
said which banks will be subject to the tests,
but under the goverament's criteria they
would include large nationwide banks such as
Citigroup Inc.;, Bank of America :Corp.,
JPMorgan Chase & Co. and Wells Fargo &
Co.

The 19 largest banks hold two- thirds of the
banking industry's assets,
~ Treasury officials said the new support will
be provided through the government's
purchase of preferred shares of the banks'
stack that-are convertible into common shares
at a 10 percent discount to their price before
Feb. 9. .

The additional financing will be available
immediately if needed, the department said.

The preferred shares will carry a 9 percent
dividend and be convertible. at. the bank's
option, subject to regulatory -approval. They
will automatically convert in 7 years.

Banks seeking additioiial funds will have to
demonstrate how they would use the money
to support their lending activitics. Those
plans would be made public.

The option to convert. the preferred shares
into common shares is a change in the rescue
program designed to give the governiment
greater flexibility in managing its assistance. -

Citi deal 'may come this week'

NEW YORK - Citigroup Inc.'s bid to boost its
equity capital could result in the federal
government raising its stake in‘the troubled
bank this week to as much as 40 percent, a
person  familiar - with - the talks  said
Wednesday.

Citigroup already has received $45 billion
in U.S. bailout money made up primarily of
debt-like -preferred -shares, -plus federal
guarantees to cover losses on some $300
billion in risky investments.’

[t also has transferred control of its Smith
Bamey brokerage to Morgan Stanley in retumn
for $2.7 billion, and has prepared itself for
more assei- sales by splitting in two -
effectively undoing the merger that created
Citigroup a decade ago.
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SAKS INC.

. NEW:YORK: Saks Inc reportedafoss e

for the fourth guartér Wednesday as the
luxury retailer.was forced to slash prices
topullin afftuent shoppers who have -.
sharply pulled back on their spending-in
the recession. The company also issued
a downbeat sales forecast,

FORD:MOTOR CO;

DETROIT - United Auto Workers
President Ron Gettelfinger urged union
membersto voté for confract :
concessions: o' Ford Motor-Co.; saying
the:automaker.can't survive in: the Iong
term without major restructurang

NORTEL NETWORKS CORP

aquupment company Nortel Networks
Corp: plans to.cut its work force by 3,200
jobs worldwide, The Canada-based
telecom equipment makersaid.
Wednesday thé new round of job cuts
will be made over the next several -

months; The rediction i eri: ‘top-of 1: 800

job cuts already announced.

TJX COS.

FRAMINGHAM, Mass, - TJX Cos. said
Wednesday thatits fiscal fourth-quarter
profit fell 17 percent partly hecause of
tha stronger dollar, but adjustsd resuits
stlll managed to top ana!ysts ashmates

V!STEGN CORP.

VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP Mich. Auto :
parts supplier Visteon Corp. posteda -
widerquarterly:loss Wednesday-and said

it-could no;I_ongen;guaranteegcomp!iance, :

with-its debt agreemenis due.to growing
uncertainty over the fate of the aufo
industry.

‘But the New York-based bank ‘has been
involved in-talks with regulators oveér: ways
the government could help strengthen the
banl stifl further,

While a deal is unlikely to be announced
early Thursday, it could be hammered out
within days, the person said, asking not to be
named  because  the dlSCUSSlOHS are still
ongoing.

While the exact details of the talks aren't
known, .they  could center on. the -terms: of
converting the govefiiment's $45 billion in
preferred shares into common equity.

The preferred shares carry a high interest
rate, requiring a yearly payout:of biilions in
coupon - payments::-But -if converted to
common stock, Citi's annual dividend payout
would be minimal since it's been cut to just 4
cents per share.

Home sales sink unexpectedly

WASHINGTON - Sales of existing U.S.
homes sank unexpectedly last month to the
lowest level in nearly 12 years as potential
buyers worried about their jobs and awaited
details of President Barack Obarha's plans to
stabilize the housing market.

But the banking industry's teetering fortuncs
and mounting job losses could stall any
recovery. Falling prices and low mortgage
rates don't make much of a difference for
people who are out of work - or fearful of
losing their jobs.

The most optimistic outlook is for a spring
revival as home prices plummet. Government
officials, ‘hoping’ to- spur” demand, on
Woednesday rolled out the details: of a new
$8,000 tax credit for firsi-time buyers.

Prices have -been falling as thousands of
Americans  lose their jobs every week.
Employers took an especially large ax to their
payrolls last month, the Labor Department
said Wednesday, and the cuts are likely o get
worse over the next few months.

Mass layoifs, or job cuts of 50 ormore by a
single employer, increased to 2,227 in
January, up almost 50 percent from the same
month last year. More than 235,000 workers
were fired in last month's cuts,

The labor market pain persists this week,

Spartanburg, Soutl: Carolina-based textile
maker Milliken & Co. said it would cut 650
jobs at facilities worldwide, and jeweler Zale
Corp. said . it will close 115 stores .and
eliminate 245 positions.

As layoffs mount, foreclosures have
swamped the housing market - especially in
particularly distressed states like California,
Florida, Nevada and Arizona.

About 45 percent of sales nationwide are
foreclosures or other distressed properties.

Joel Rodriguez, . owner of Global
Investments Realty in Miami, estimates that
70 percent of his business comes from
foreclosures, but says sales are picking up.
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DUTCHINVESTIGATE TURKISH
AIRLINES CRASH

AMSTERDAM (AP) - Investigators took
detailed photos of the wieckage of a..
Turkish Airlines Boeing 737 and ana[yzed
black box recordings Thursday, trying to
piece together-why the planelost speed-and
crashed: Into:a fiéld; Killing nine people and
injuring-86.

Flight TK1 951 from Istanbui fell out of the
sky about three. kilometres short of the:-
runway at-Amsterdam's Schiphol Alrport on
Wednesday morning, smashing.into three
pieces and spraying luggage-and debris
across a muddy farmer's field.”

Despite the catastrophic impact, the
wreckage' did not burn‘and dozens of
people walked away with only miner
|n1unes

CHINA SLAMS CHRIST!E'S AUCTION

BEIJING (AP} - Belling s[ammed auction:
house:Christie's for selling two: imperial :
bronze sculptures it says should have been
returnéed to China and vowed Thursday to
continue to hunt for and reclairm other
sinilarly footed relics:: ===

The State Administration of Cultural
Heritage said the'sale of two 18th century
bronzes as part of an auction of art works
owned by the late designer Yves Saint
Laurent ori Wedngsday would affect-’
Christie's interests in:China, -~ = -

The disputed fountainheads -heads of a
rat and a:rabbit - sold for. 28 million euros
(US$36m)-at the Paris auction to an. - -
ynidentified telephone bidder or bidders.

OBAMA NAMES GARY. LOCKE AS -
COMMERCE SECRETARY :

WASHINGTON (AP) Premdent Barack
Obama introduced farmer Washlngton Gov.
Gary Lacke as his nominee for commerce
secretary Wednesday, trying a third time to
fill a'key Cabinet post for a country.in
recession.

*I'm sure-it's notlost &h anyone that we've
tried:this‘a couple of times:But I'm a'big*
be!iever;in:keeping.atasomethi_ng until you:
getit right. And Gary is the right man for this
job," Obama said,: standing-with the fellow. -
Democrat in the Indian; Treaty Room at the
Eisenhawer. Exacutive Office Building near
the White House.

Caisse loses nearly $40bn

MONTREAL (The Canadian Press) - The
Caisse de depot et placement du Quebec
announced Wednesday the worst results in its
history - a staggering drop of $39.8 billion in
the value of its assets in 2008.

The drop of 25 per cent left the assets of the
giant . pension-fund - manager worth $120.1
billion as of last Dec. 31.

The- Caisse said the average loss in large
Canadian pension funds in 2008 was 18.4 per
cent.

"As with all other investors, the first
element that explains our return this year is
the global financial crisis that broke out in the
fourth quarter," Caisse president Fernand
Petreault said Wednesday as. he announced
the results:

"In October 2008, in a-matter of days, the
world tipped into the worst financial dnd
economic crisis of the past 80 years.

The Caisse said unrealized decreases in
value, or paper losses, totalled $22.4 billion
last year, or 56.3% of the $39.8-billion loss.

"The ABCP (asset-backed commercial

paper) -episode. 1s without doubt a difficult
page in the Caisse's history,” Perreault said.

- "Over -the short term,- its impact- on the
institution's return is significant, In 2008, the
impact was amplified by wide credit spreads
in the first and fourth quarters,

"In  hindsight, we placed too much
confidence in these securities ... It was a
mistake to accumulate so much ABCP."

Perreault also said the drop in the Canadian
dollar had a disastrous effect on the Caisse's
performance.

"These unusual events affected all
investors, but certain factors had a specific or
more - pronounced- impact on our portfolio,
such ‘as our large holdings of asset-backed
commercial paper and the cost of hedging the
foreign exchange risk of our assets outside
Canada, which increased significantly as the
Canadian dollar fell," Perreault added.

In Quebec City, Premier Jean Charest called
2008 o “disappointing” vyear for the
pension-fund manager but said Quebecers
must think of its long-term performance.

Ski trip turns tragic for
Quebec couple

GOLDEN, B.C. (The Canadlan Press)
Quebec couple lost for nine days in Brmsh
Columnbia's back country in the dead of winter
spelled out SOS in the snow before the man
eventually waved down a helicopter flying
overhead.

But their ordeal ended with both an
incredible tale of survival and a tragedy, after
the woman died before rescue came,

RCMF. said Wednesday ‘the couple went
missing while skiing out of bounds in the
Rockies in southeastern B.C. on Feb. 15.

Temperatures in  Golden, the nearest
community to the ski resort, ranged from a
high of 5C one day to a low of -18C
ovemnight.

Const. Annie Linteau said the man's
survival is iricredible,

"They only had in their possession two
granala bars. No water. Apparently they may
have had access to a cicek that was nearby,
and of course the snow in the area. It appears
he may have eaten some foliage.”

Mistakes will happen in
stimulus spending: Flaherty

By Julian Beltrame

OTTAWA (The Canadian Press) : The
Canadian economy is in such dire straits the
government must rush billions of dollars in
stimulus into action even if that increases the
risk of mistakes, Finance Minister Jim
Flaherty says.

‘The finance minister was not specific about
what kind of mistakes might occur, but said it
was essential to get a portion of the
$40-billion stimulus package in the budget
working soon after April 1, the beginning of
the government’s fiscal year.

"There will be some mistakes made; but it's
worth the risk to help the majonty of
Canadlans during “what is a serious
recession,”" he said after meeting with the
Conservative caucus.

Opposition  leaders called on  the
government to  commit. to  public
accountability - as U.S. President Barack
Obama pledged during his State of the Union
address - on the rolling out of spending
programs,
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Tories, Liberals brush off
oilsands article

By Jennifer Ditchburn

OTTAWA  (The Canadian Press) -
Conservatives and Liberals both came to the
defence of Alberta’s oilsands Wednesday,
responding to a stark 20-page spread in this
month's National Geographic magazine.

The article, "The Canadian oil boom:
Scraping - the botfom," - details = the
environmental- and ‘social problems “around
the oilsands, as well as an explanation of the
extraction process.

Inside  the  magazine's  distinctive
yellow-rimmed cover are grim, glossy
photographs of sludge-filled tailing ponds
and the grey, muddy moonscapes around Fort
McMurray, Alta.

The spread is the latest in a series of
public-relations challenges for the Canadian
and Alberta governments as they struggle to
deal with the enormous carbon footprint of
the oilsands. Activists have mounted a
campaign in:the U.S. portraying the oilsands
as an environmental catastrophe.

Liberal ' Leader Michael Ignatieff, who
recently positioned himself as a supporter of
the oilsands, was emphatic in kis disdain for
the National Geographic story.

“National Geographic is- not going to teach
me any lessons about the oilsands," he said.

Harper to unveil anti gang law
in B.C.

TORONTO (The Canadian Press) - Prime
Minister Stephen Harper heads to B.C.'s
gang-plagued Lower Maintand on Thursday
to unveil his government's anti-crime bill,

The legislation would require automatic
first-degree murder charges for gang-related
killings.

There have been. more than a dozen
shootings in the last few wecks in British
Columbia, causing several deaths. '

Hundreds of people gathered last weekend
in Surrey, B.C., to protest the violence,
including the mayor and focal MPs.

Vancouver Mayor Gregor Robertson has
called for a regional police force that would
operate across the Metro Vancouver area.

The legislation is- also said to include
mandatory minimum prison sentences for
drive-by shootings and some serious drug
offences.

Environmental groups
welcome killer whale plan

VANCOUVER (The Canadian Press) -
Environmental groups concerned about the

i
|
|

future of killer whales welcome an order :

issued by the federal government that will
help protect the mammals' threatened
habitats.

PLAINS OF ABRAHAM BOSS WILLING
TO RESIGN

By dlexander Panetta _

OTTAWA (The Canadian Press) - The -
faderal bureaucrat responsible for the
Plains of Abraham:says he's prepared to

_Tesign over a battle re-enactment. ...

““controversy ~but only if the government

asks him to'leave. Andre Juneau says he

- willnot quit:his-Volunitéet:jab as head of &

the-National Battlefields Commission just
because sovergigniist politicians are
asking him:to. oot :
..Juneau was forced to-cancel.a planned
_summer re-enactment of the 1759 Plains
of Abraharm. battle at. Quebec City, which
led to the fall of New France., = =

The embatiled baitlefields boss
received a grilling at a House of
Comrmons committee Wednesday where
Bloc Quebecois MPs asked for his-
resignation. He replied'he would resign
at the request of Heritage Minister-
James Moore - but not at the Bloc's
behest. -

"l won't resign becausa the Bloc.is.
asking for it," Jungau said after the
committe& hearing. */'ve wiittén to-the -
minister. Ifthe ministerasks e toleave
for reasons he judges:appropriate; it will
be my pieasure to reply; 'ves.” fo his
request: But not because the Blocis -

asking-for.it:

The order was issned in Ottawa earlier this
week under the federal Species At Risk Act,
giving legal protection to both Nortthern and
Southern Resident killer whales that travel the
waters off the B.C. and Washington State
€oasts. . )

The  order comes after  several
envirommental groups launched a-lawsuit last
fall against the Department of Fisheries.

The group Ecojustice, on belialf of nine
environmental organizations, says the lawsuit
was intended to force the government to use
the legislation fo safeguard orca habitat.

The lawyer for Ecojustice, Lara Tessaro,
says the lawsuit will now likely be
abandoned.

Mui;oney Schreiber probe to
top $14 million

By Jim Brown
OTTAWA, (The Canadian Press) - A public
inquiry into controversial business dealings
between Brian Mulroney and Karlheinz
Schreiber will cost taxpayers more than §i4
million, The Canadian Press has learned.
Sources familiar with the commission's
work say the first instalment of its budget will
likely comiein at about $7.5 million for the
fiscal year that ends March 31.

That's well below the $9.5 million forecast
in government spending estimates quietly
tabled in the House of Commons this month.
But the saving is illusory, largely resulting
from: defays thai have put off most of the
public hearings until spring.

The leftover money will be rolled into the
2009-10 fiscal year, and further costs from
April to December are expected to boost the
total to between $14 million and $15 million
by the time Justice Jeffrey OQliphant delivers a
final report,

Manitoba flag 'outdated’
By Steve Lambert )
WINNIPEG (The Canadian Press) - Some
grassroots members of Manitoba's governing
New Democrats want the province to adopt a
new flag, saying the current one, as well as
that of Ontario, is an archaic symbol of
British rule.

Manitoba's flag "is outdated and a- relic
from the days of our former British colonial
heritage”, reads a resolution by the NDP's
Riel -constituency  association in south
Winnipeg. The resolution is on the agenda of
the provincial party's annual convention next
month,

"Manitoba's flag is often confused with
Ontario’s flag, with the only difference being
a bison ... instead of three maple leaves."

Both provinces’ flags are similar to the Red
Ensign that Canada used as a national flag
prior to adopting the maple- leaf design in
1965,

heads back to court

By Robert Matas

VANCOUVER (The Canadian Press) - The
province has gone back to court to settle the
Tsilhqot'in aboriginal rights case after a year
of negotiations failed to resolve the
multimillion-dollar dispute.

Justice Mary Newbury of the B.C. Court of
Appeal is expected to rule Thursday on a
request -from the provincial govermnment to
allow an appeal of a lower court decision,

That decision recognized aboriginal rights
and title to -about 45 per cent of the
432,000-hectare Nemiah Valley southwest of
Williams Lake.

The province’s position in court differs from
its approach in the political arena. Media
reports. have ..indicated the province is
circulating a draft paper that proposes

‘: recognition-in legislation of aboriginal rights

and title.

Legal expert Douglas Harris said the
provinee's move to refurn to . court was
"another marker on how hard it is" to resolve
issues of aboriginal rights and title.
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Feb 24
Taronto TSE-300 7932.30 7855.33
New York D-] 7270.88 7350.94
New York Nasda 1425.43 1441.83
London FT-100 3848.98 - 3816.44
Tokyo Nikkei 7461.22 7268.56

Prices as_of wed Feb 25 18:02:07
T S5.26 40

HrznCrdoilg] HOU= .57
IsharesCONGD XIU=T +(.03
Bombdrasv BBD/B=T -0.04
ManulifeFin MFC=T +0,18
TeckComBSv TCK/B= +0.05
RoyalBank RY=T +1,51
YaimanaGldo YRI= +0.20
BankersPeteo .BNK= +0.30
EqnoxMnrisc EGQN=T -0.03
SuncoFEngy- - SU=T +0.35

NHL

Torghto_ 2, N.Y.
Phitadelphia 2,

Rangers I (500
Los Angeles O
San Jose 1

Pittsburgh 1, N.Y. Islanders O

NBA

New Jersey 111, chicago 99
New Orleans 90, Detroit 87
Utah 120, Minnesota 103
Indiana Eq, Memphis EQ
rhiladeliphia 106, Waﬁ 1n3ton 98
Orlando_ 114, New vork 10
pallas 116, Milwaukee 96
San Antonio 99, Portland 84
Denver 110, Atlanta 109
Chariptte 98, Sacramento 91
L.A. Clippers 93, Boston 91

Topless cafe in Maine gives
neighbours the jitters

VASSALBORO, Maine (The Canadian Press)
- Cup size has_more one meaning at a
new central Maine coffeehouse. .

Servers ‘are topless at the Grand View
Tapless Coffee Shop, which opened its doors
Monday on a busy read in- Vassalboro. A sign
outside’ says, "Over 18 only." Another says,
“"No cameras, no touching, cash only.”

On' Tuesday, two men sipped coffee at a
booth while three topless. waitresses and a
bare-chested waiter stood nearby. Topless
waitress Susie Wiley said men, women and
couples have stopped by. )

The coffee shop raiséd the ire of dozens of
residents when it went before the town
planning board last mouth. Town officials
said the coftee shop met the letter of the law,

TD earnings help TSX
-advance

By Malcolm Morrison

TORONTO (The Canadian Press) - The
Toronto stock miarket finished higher for a
second day Wednesday with Canadian bank
stocks receiving a solid lift after TD Bank's
earnings beat expectations, showing that
Canadian financial companies appear much
better off than their troubled U.S. 1ivals.

One Bay Street money manager called
Canada's " big banks, which report their
quarterly results over the next.two weeks, "an
oasis of calm" compared with the troubled
U.S. banking sector on Wall Street,

Energy stocks were™ also supportive on
rising crude prices, and there was a big deal in
the fertilizer sector,

Toronto's S&P/TSX composite index closed
up 72.97 points 0 7,9323 on top of
Tuesday's 212-point surge. The TSX Venture
Exchange added 1.38 points to 854.97.

CBC wants help from.(__)ttawz;-”

By Cassandra Szhlarski

TORONTO. (The Canadian Press) - The
CBC expects serious funding shortfalls in the
upcoming fiscal year and is looking to .the
federal government for financial help.

CBC spokesman Jeff Keay says the public
broadcaster wants Ottawa to provide
immediate relief for a budgetary shortfall
expected in 2009-201¢ but he dismissed
suggestions that bridge -finarcing - would
amouitt to a handout.

"It nets out to the same amount of money
(the. CBC would otherwise receive), it's just
that we get access to the money sooner,” said
Keay.

He refused to get into specifics, saying only
that the corporation was "inr discussions with
the heritage minister's office" to alleviate
expected shortfalls,

Nortel to cut 3,200 jobs
worldwide '
By David Friend
TORONTO (The Canadian Press) - Noitel
Networks is  laying off another 3,200
employees worldwide, or more than 10 per
cent of its global workforce, in an ongoing
effort to restructure its operations while under
court protection.

Analysts weren't optimistic, however, with
some saying that another round of layoffs

won't lift the telecom equipment maker out of |

its problems - which include heavy debts, an
intensely competitive. market and weak
economies in several key countries.

"1 would have more hope (in the company)
if they had a strategy - or if they at least
reveated that they have a strategy," said Andy
Woyzbun, the lead analyst at Info-Tech
Research Group.

HUGE SOCCER CROWD REVELS [N

IMPACT'S VICTORY"
By Bill Beacon

MONTREAL {The Canadian Press) -
The fans turned out to Olympic Stadium
in droves:and.the Montreal impact
responded, - - o

Eduardo Sebrango scored twice as the
Impact.fed off the noise and-enthusiasm
of 55,571 spectators’ at Olymipic. Stadium -
for a stunning 2-0 victory over Santos .
Laguna of Mexico-in the first leg of their
CONCACAF Champions League
quarter-final on Wednesday night. ©
The Impact will take a two-goal”
advantage into the second feg of the
two-game, total goals series March 5in
Torreon, Mexico, where the stadium
hoids-30,000, .~ - .. = ...

"We needed a boost because it was

our first competitive' game since October,
and they gave us a big boost,” Impact
coach-John Limniatis said of the fans, -
most of them dressed in Impact blue and
white. "They:reallyhelped uswith:their
energy.t- olaon e
The veteran Sebrango, signed in the
off-season-from:Vancouver, worked a
give-and go with'Roberto-Brown; slid
between two defenders and blasted a -
shot past goalkeeper Oswaldo Sanchez
in the fifth minute to.a huge roar from.the
stands, where many fans were still
making their way totheir seats, "

Sebrango said the shot went off'a
Santos defender, bit "Il take it.”

in the 77th minute, defender Nevio
Pizzolitto's long ball down the:middle on
a free kick was headed inta the'box by
Brown and went over a Sanios deéfehder.

" Sebrango jurnpéd-and.just-beat Sanchez -

to the ball to head it in and give Montreal
a commanding lead inithe ~ = .- = =
home-and-away series.

Leafs spoil Tortorella's debut

By Chris Johnston

TORONTO (The Canadian Press) - A new
face behind. the bench didn't reverse the
fortunes of -the New York Rangers. Nikolai
Kulemin scored. the shootout winner  on
Wednesday as the Toronto Maple Leafs
spoiled John Tortorella's debut with a 2-1
victory.

The Leafs rookie beat Henrik Lundqvist
with the team's first-attempt and watched as
goalie Vesa Toskala: turned aside all three
shots against him.
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Niklas Hagman scored in reguldtion - for
Toronto (23-26-12). Wade Redden replied for
the Rarigets (31-23-8).

Tortorella hasn't had much time to work
with his new team. He replaced Tom Renney
on Monday and only had one full practice
with the Rangers before they travelled to
Toronto,

Red Wlngs Zetterberg scores
2 in win vs, Sharks

DETROIT (AP) - Henrik Zetterberg scored
two goals - the first short- handed-and. the
second on a power play - to help the Detroit
Red Wings beat the NHL-leading San Jose
Sharks 4-1 on Wednesday.

The Sharks have a three-point lead over the
Stanley Cup- champion Red Wings' in' the
Waestern Conference standings with less than
two months left.

Detroit's Marian Hossa scored the first goal
of the game, but the team held him out of the
third period for precautionary reasons. Ty
Conklin made 34 saves for the Red Wings,
winning his 12th stfaight home start,

Ville Leino also scored for
Christian Ehrhoff scored for San

Detroit.

Glenn to remain with
Bombers, at least for now

By Judy Owen
WINNIPEG (The Canadian Press) -
Quarterback Kevin Glenn will pocket a hefty
cheque Sunday and‘remain a Winnipeg: Blue
Bomber. The big question is for how long,

"People are sitling on their hands waiting
for us to release Kevin and [ believe he has
more value than that,” Winnipeg head coach
Mike Kelly said Wednesday. "He will remain
property of the Winnipeg Football Club until
such time we have consummated a trade for
his services or he has competed for a position
on the roster."

The eight-year CFL veteran, who's spent the
past 4 1/2 seasons as Winnipeg's starter, is
due a reported $50,000 bonus Sunday.

TRIUMPHANT RETURN FOR TIGER

MARANA, Arizona (AP)- Tiger Woods
made a triumphant return to'golfin the
Accenturs, Match Play. Championship on
Wednesday with a start that showed fans
what they'd been missing for elght
‘months.

‘Woods firéd an 8-iron into 5 feet for
‘birdie; Then came a gentle'fist pump
wheén his 3:iron from-237:yards on the
par-5-second settled-4 fest from the cup-
for-eagle,

He closed out Brendan Jonesof... ..

= Australia with g 3:foot par on-tr & 16th

hole for a 3:and-2 victory.in his first
competitive outing in the 253 days since
he limped hIS way to an eplc U.S. Open
fitle:

"It felt like nothing had changed,”
Woods said. "Walking dowir the fairway,
itwas like business:as usual .

A Rod homers in second at bat
during spring debut
By Shi Davidi

DUNEDIN, Fla. (The Canadian Press) -
Greeted by boos each time he' stepped up to
the  plate, - controversial “ slugger Alex
Rodriguez homered in his second at-bat of the
spring for the New York Yankees.

The superstar- third baseman, who earlier
admitted to the use of steroids from 2001 to
'03, walked in his first at-bat in a 6-1
exhibition win over the Toronto Blue Jays.

A large contingent of Yankees fans helped
ease some of the boos directed at him by the
crowd at Dunedin Stadium, but plenty of
potshots were still easily heard.

"What did you have for breakfast A-Roid?"
was among the more creative,

He came up again in the fourth to a similar
reaction but this time hammered a 2-2
offering from 2005 first-round pick Ricky
Romero over the wall in left to give the
Yankees a 3-1 lead.

B.C.'s Mallett clinches playoff
spot

By James Bisson

VICTORIA (The Canadian Press) - The
only thing B.C. skip Marla Mallett knows
about her perfo:mance at the Scotties
Tournament of Hearts is that it hag earned her
a playoff spot.

Where she ends up - -and who will be
joining her - won't be decided until the end of
a crazy Thursday at the Canadian women's
curling championship,

Headland Media prodices the
market-leading Headland SatNews service,
incorporating the News On-Bodard and
HotelNewspapers brands, The service covers
30 countries in more than 11 langiiages and is
delivered daily by e-mail or via satellite.

Tel: +44 151 2364124 (UK)

and +1°954 492 2292 (US)

EZmail: newsi@headlandmedia.com
Website: www. headlandmedia.com.

Maliett's Vancouver foursome secured the
first Page playoff berth Wednesday night with
a 6-4 win over Kerry Galusha of - the
Territories in Draw 14. Mallett (8-1) can
finish no worse than third, and a victory over
either P.EI's Rebecca Jean MacPhee or
Canada's Jennifer Jones will eam her top spot
in the round robin,

Ross earns TKO win over
Ehikhamenor

MASHANTUCKET, Conn. (The Canadian
Press) - Canadian Troy Ross didn't let
friendship stand in his way Wednesday night.

Ross eamed a fourth-round technical
knockout over Nigerian Ehinomen. (Hinc)
Ehikhamenor in the final of "The Contender,"
a boxing-based reality TV shaw in its fourth
season on the Versus network in the United
States.

The two were the last men standing out of
16 cruiserweights who spent six weeks living
together and fighting five-round bouts against
each other in Sinpapore leading up to the
final, It was ail on film, in and out of the ring,
as the show's producers tried to show the
human side as well as the boxing skills of the
200-pound pugilists.

"He and I had good times together in the
house and' unfortunately T had to fight a
friend," Ross said. "But 'The Contender’ is all
about the champion, the one person at the end
of the night "

Moose Jaw will fmaHy get a
new arena complex

MOOSE JAW, Sask. (The Canadian Press) -
After years of -squabbling Moose Jaw will
finally get a new arena complex.

About 60 per cent of people who voted
Wednesday supported the city's plan to spend
about $35-million on a facility that will
include a hockey rink, an eight-sheet curling
rink and an-indoor a soccer pitch:

Mayor Dale McBain said he is-thrilled by
the referendum results. It's the second time in
three years that voters have endorsed a plan to
build a new arena complex.
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Obama outlines Iraq pullout

WASHINGTON - President Barack Obama
told lawmakers on Thursday he plans to
withdraw most American troops from Traq by
August 2010 but leave tens of thousands
behind.to advise Iragi forces and protect U.S.
interests, congressional officials said.

Obama is expected to.announce the new
strategy on Friday during a trip to the Marine
Corps base at Camp- Lejeune, N.C.

In a closed-door meeting with- Republican
and Democratic leaders, Obama and his top
advisers estimated that 335,000 to 50,000
troops would remain in Iraq after the bulk of
troops are withdrawn.

Obama campaigned on ending the [raq war
and pledged to do so in 16 months. The
withdrawal timetable he is expected to
approve stretches over 19 months from his
inauguration .in - January. That means some
100,000 troops would leave over the coming
18 months.

Rep. John McHugh, the top Republican on

the House Armed Services Committee, said
Obama promised him to reconsider the new
strategy .if violence rises. McHugh said he
was worried the situation in Iraq remained
fragile, especially as it approaches elections
in December.

"Our commanders must have the flexibility
they need -in.order to respond to these
challenges, and President Obama assured me
that there is a Plan B, McHugh, R-N.Y,,
said in a statement.

According to one congressional official,
lawmakers were .told that Gen. David
Petragus, head of U.S. Central Command, and
Gen. Ray Odiemo, . the top .cominander in
Baghdad, believed the plan presented
moderate risk- but supported the 50,000
figure.

Some Democrats are skeptical but because
they say it would leave too many troops
behind.

Obama unveils $3.6 trillion budget

WASHINGTON - President Barack Obama
charted a diamatic new course for the riation
Thursday with a bold but contentious budget
proposing higher taxes for the wealthy and
the first steps toward guaranteed health care
for all - accompanied by an astonishing $1.75
tritlion federal deficit that would be neatly
four times the highest in history,

Denouncing what he called the "dishonest
accounting” of recent federai budgets, Obama
unveiled his own $3.6 trillion blueprint for
next year, a bold proposal that would transfer
wealth from rich taxpayers to the middle class
and the poor.

Congressional  approval
change is.anything but sure.

The plan is filled with political land mines
including an initiative to . combat global
warming that would hit consumers with
considerably higher Tutility bills, Other

without major

proposals would take on entrenched intereésts
such as big farming, insurance companies and
drug makers,

Obama blamed the expected federal deficit
explosion on a ‘"deep and- destructive"
recession and recent efforts to battle it
including the Wall Street bailout and the
just-passed $787 billion stimulus plan.

The $1.75 trillion deficit estimate for this
year is $250 billion more than projected just
days ago because of proposed new spending
for a fresh bailout for banks and other
financial institutions.

As the nation digs out of the most serfous
economic crisis in decades, Obama said, "We
will, each and every one of us, have to
compromise on certain things we care about
but which we simply cannot afford- right
now."

CALDERON TALKS CARTELS

MEXICO CITY - President Felipe Caideron
hopes to 'gquell Mexico's rampant drug.

- violefice by the end of his term in 2012; and’

disputes U.S: fears that Mexico is Iosmg
control of its territory.

Calderon and his top prosecutor-said the
violence thatkilled 6,290 people last year -
and more than 1:000 in the first eight waeks
of 2008 - |s a sign that the cartels are under
pressure from military and police: operations
nationwide, as well as turf wars among: -~
themselves.

"To say that Mexico is a failed state is
absolutely false,” Calderon said. "I have not
lost any part any single part - of Mexlcan
territory.”

ENGINE EYED IN PLANE CRASH

AMSTERDAM - Engine trouble may have
caused the Turkish Airlines crash-that killed
nine. people.in the' Netherlands, the hiead of
the agency 1nve5t|gat|ng the accident said
Thursday.

Other officials |dentifled the desd as five
Turks and four Americans.

Flight TK1951 froin Istanbul crashed
about one:mile shott of the runway at
Amsterdam's Schiphol Airport on
Waednesday mormng smashing into three
pieces and spraying luggage and:debris |

. across a field. It was carrying 135

passengers and crew.

BANGLADESH MUTINY ENDS

DHAKA, Bangladesh - Tanks rolled through
the Bangladeshi capital in a show of force
that finally persuaded mutinous border -
guards fo lay down thelr arms, ending a
iwo-day revolt that threatened to spread
across the Impovanshed South Asian
natlon. .

Atleast 22 people were kiIEed in the

" Insurrection after nearly 2,000 guards _

opened fire on thelr senior officers and
seized their headquarters in'the capital
Wedhesday to protést poor pay and
conditions.

Concernead about reports of dozens still
missing, firefightérs searched the area
through.the night and recovered. 11 more
boties, fire official Dilip-Kumar Ghosh said
early Friday.
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NYC terrorist deported

NEW YORK - A Black September terrorist
who served about half his 30-year sentence
for planting three car bombs in- New York
City in 1973 was deported Thursday, a law
enforcement official said.

It was unclear which country had agreed to
accept the 63-year-old Khalid Al-Jawary. The
official, speaking on the condition of
anonymity because of the sensitivity of the
deportation, didn't immediately know where
Al-Jawary was going,

Al-Jawary was convicted in federal court of
placing the bombs in 1973 that could have
killed and injured hundreds if they had
detonated. They were timed to coincide with
the arrival of then-Israeli Prime Minister
Golda Meir.

Al-lJawary was captured in 1991 and
sentenced to 30 years in prison in 1993.

Assisted suicide group members arrested

ATLANTA - Joining the Final Exit Network
costs $30, and the privileges of membership
include this: When you're ready to die, the
organization will send two “exit guides” to
show you- how to:suffocate yourself using
helinm tanks and a plastic hood.

The Georgia-based organization says it is
providing an invaluable and humaie service,
Authorities call it a crime,

Four members of the Final Exit Network,
including “its president and its -medical
director, were arrested Wednesday and
charged with assisted suicide in the death of
58-year-old John Celmer last June at his
home near Atlanta.

Investigators said the organization® may
have been involved in as many as 200 other
deaths around the country.

"The law is- very clear, and they clearly
violated it," said Georgia Burean of

Investigation spokesman John Bankhead.

The - arrests “camé after an. eight-imonth
investigation in which an undercover agent
posing as someone bent on suicide infilirated
the Final Exit Network, which bases its work
on "The Final Exit," a best- selling suicide
maitual by British author Derek Humphry.

Members of the Final Exit Network are
instructed to buy two new helium tanks and a
hood, known as an “exit bag," according to
the GBI. In court papers, investigators said
the organization tecdrmmends helivin because
it is undetectable during an autopsy.

The network, which was founded in 2004
and claims 3,000 " members, donors and
volunteers nationwide, has' long operated in
the open. It -has'its’ own Web site, dnd its
leaders have held news conferences and
appeared at paid speaking engagements.

Ban on photos of troops' caskets reversed

WASHINGTON = The Obama administration
is reversing an 18-yeat ban on’ news coverage
of the return of ~war dead, allowing
photographs of flag-covered caskets when
families of the fallen troops:agree, Defense
Secretary Robert Gates said Thursday.

"My conclusion was we should not presume
to make the decision for the families," Gates
said in announcing results of a quick review

of a ban that had stood through Republican

and Democratic administrations.

Although details are being worked out, the
new policy will give families a choice of
whether to admit the press to ceremonies at

Dover Air Force Base in Delaware, the entry
point to the United States for the caskets of
overseas war dead.

President - Barack Obama asked for a
re-examination  of ‘the ‘blanket ban and
supports the decision to change it, White
House press secretary Robert Gibbs said.

"I have always believed that the decision as
to how to honor our fallen heroes should be
left up to the- families," Vice President Joe
Biden said. "The past practice didn't account
for a family's wishes and I believed that was
wrong." | '

Feds 'moving enemy combatant to Ill. court’

WASHINGTON - An accused al-Qaida
sleeper agent held for 5 1/2 years at a Navy
brig in South Carolina will soon be sent to
linois for trial in civilian court, a move the
government has fought for years saying terror
suspects caught in the U.S. could be held
indefinitely without charges.

Two people familiar with the case of Qatar
native Ali al-Marri said Thursday the
government plans to transfer him to the
civilian court system.

One of them said he would be charged with
providing support to terrorists. The two
people spoke on condition of anonymity
because it's a pending criminal case.

The transfer could avert a Supreme Court
hearing in April and a subsequent ruling that
would. govern other cases against accused
LeFTOrists.

Al-Marri's transfer is the first signal of how
the Obama administration is likely to handle
accused terrorists, a significant shift from the
strategy of the Bush administration.

Since shorily after the Sept. 11 ‘terror
attacks, government lawyers argued that the
president has the wartime authority to send
the - military “into any U.S. neighborhood,
capture a citizen - or legal resident like
al-Marri - and hold him in prison without
charge, indefinitely.
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Colleges warn students about Mexico travel

PHOENIX - The U.S. State Department and
universities around the country are warning
college students headed for Mexico for some
spring-break partying "of a surge in
drug-related murder and mayhem south of the
border.

"We're. not necessarily telling students. not
fo go, but we're going to certainly alert them,”
said Tom Dougan, vice president for student
affairs at the University of Rhode Island.

"There have been Americans kidnapped,
and if you go you need to be very aware and
very alert to this fact."

More than 100,000 ::high -school- and
college-age Americans travel to Mexican
resort areas during spring break each year.

Much of the drug violence is happening in
border towns, and tourists. have generally not

been targeted, though there have been killings
in the big spring-break resorts of Acapulco
and Cancun, well away from the border.

The University of Arizona in Tucson is
urging its approximately 37,000 students not
to go to Mexico.

Other universities - in the Southwest and far
beyond, including Penn State, Notre Dame,
the University of Colorado and the University
at Buffalo -.said they would call students’
attention to the travel warmning issued Feb, 20
by the State Department.

The State Department stopped short of
warning spring breakers not to go to Mexico,
but advised them to .avoid areas of
prostitution and drug-dealing and- take other
commonsense precautions.

Three charged over swap of kids

NEW ORLEANS -~ A Louisiana weman is
accused of trading two young children in her
care for a pet cockatoo and $175 cash from a
couple who had been trying for years to have
their own.child, authorities said Thursday.

Donna Greenwell, 53, a long-haul trucker
with an arrest record from Pitkin, is charged
with ~aggravated kidnapping, along with
would-be- adoptive -parents Paul J. Romero,
46, and Brandy Lynn Romero, 27, of
Evangeline Parish.

"The Romeros had. good intentions from
-what Wwe see," said Keith Dupre, a detective
with the Evangeline Parish Sheriff's Office.

"They really wanted to take care of the kids:
The kids were well-dressed and seemed to be
treated good by the Romero family."

The transaction for the 5-year-old boy and
the 4-year-old girl was negotiated by phone
after Greenwell spotted a flier posted at a
livestock bam selling a cockatoo for $1,500

and called the Romeros on Feb. 18, Dupre -

said.
Although Paul Romero had three children

from a previous marriage, Dupre said, he and

Brandy had tried unsuccessfiilly for years to
have a child together.

When they told that to Greenwell she
allegcdly offered to hand over the boy and
they couldn't meet the price, Dupre said, "Ms.
Greenwell agreed to make an even trade: the
bird for the kids."

Jury gets Phoenix's serial shooter case

PHOENIX - Jurors began deliberating
Thursday in the trial of a-man:accused of
killing eight people and attacking 20 others in
dozens of random nighttime shootings in
2005 and 2006.

Deliberations © began  shortly - after
prosecutors wrapped up closing arguments in
the trial of Dale Hausner, wha is accused of
attacking people and animals from his carina
conspiracy that . occasionally included his
brother, ‘- Jeff Hausner, and his roommate,
Samuel Dieteman.

Prosecutors plan {o seek the death penalty
against Dale Hausner if he's convicied. In
closing arguments Thursday, prosecutor
Vince Imbordino  called Dale Hausner's
testimony "all lies."

Hausner, 36, denied any involvement in the
attacks and suggested that Dieteman may
have carried out some of them. Dieteman has
pleaded guilty to two of the killings.

Hausner's attorney, Tim Agan, declined to
comment .on the prosecutor's closing
arguments.

NO'AGREEMENT IN PIVEN CASE

Ne agreement has been reached-in-the
Jeremy Piven grievance hearing:

Piven appeared Thursday at the
session requested by the producers of
“Speed-the-Plow,” which the performer
abruptly quitin Pecember after his
doctor said he was suffering from:
mercury poisoning.

But after hearing from both parties, a
panel composed of Aclors' Equityand
Broadway Léague representatives were
unable to reach the neceSsary
unanimous decision:

A Joint statement Issued by the union
and the Broadway producers' frade
association sald:"the producers have the
right,.as.a next step, o proceed to
arbitration."

SIMMONS AGREES PAYMENTS

Court records show hip-hop.mogul
Russell Stmmans has agreed to pay
$40,000 a month.in child support.

A Los Angeles judge signed off on an
agreement Thursday giving Kimora Lee
Simmons.sole custody of the couple's
two-daughters, 9-year- old Ming and
B-year-old Aokl.

The couple’s divorce was finalized in

January. Kimora Lee Simmons filed for

- divorce in-March: 2008, citing
~drreconcilable differences. -

~Russell Simmons was granted
visitation rights and must pay child

: 3upport.unt|l each daughter,reaches 19

ora Lee Simmons has F nal say on
whether her daughters appear.on her

realltyTV show "Kimora: Life in the Fab
=Lane™

, JEWEL PLANS TO RETURN

Pop sifge
knees while rehears;ng fpr 'Dancing

+With the:Stars":but:plans to return to the
+dancefloor as soor as she heals. -

Jewel-blogs on her Web site
Wednesday that she's been sidelined for
the ABC series’:upcoming:seasondue to
tendlnltls in both knees and that her

go by next week" if she takes-time to
recover.

In a statement issued by ABC on
Thursday,.the singer says, "don't count
me out as:t am In this for the long run."
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13,000-year-old tools unearthed in Colorado

DENVER - Landscapers were digging a hole
for a fish pond in the front yard of a Boulder
home last May when they heard a "chink" that
didn't sound right.

Just some lost tools, Some 13,000-year-old
lost tools. They had stumbled onto a cache of
more than 83 ancient tools buried by the
Clovis people - ice age hunter-gatherers who
remain a puzzle to anthropologists.

The  home's owner, Patrick Mahaffy,

thought they were only a century or two old.

before contacting researchers ~at the.
University of Colorado-Boulder.
"My - jaw -just - dropped,”  said CU

anthropologist Douglas Bamforth, -who is
leading a study of the find. "Boulder is a
densely populated area. And in the midst of
* all that to find this cache." '

The cache is .one of only a handful of
Clovis-age artifacts uncovered in  North
America, said Bamforth:

The tools reveal :an unexpected level of
sophistication, Bamforth said, describing the

design as "unnecessarily complicated," artistic
and utilitarian at the same time.

What researchers found on-the tools also
was significant. Biochemical analysis of
blood and: other protein residue revealed the
tools were used to butcher camels, horses,
sheep and bears.

That proves that the Clovis pedple ate imore
than just woolly mammoth meat for dinner,
something scientists were unable to confirm
before.

"A window opens up into this incredibly
remote way of life that we normally can't sec
much of," Bamforth said.”

The cache was buried 18 inches deep and
was packed into a hole the size of a large shoe
box. The tools were most likely wrapped in a
skin that deteriorated over time, Mahaffy said.

"The kind of stone that's present - the kind
that flakes to a good sharp edge - ist't- widely
available in this part of Colorado. It looks like
they were storing material because they knew
they would need it later,” said Bamfosth.

TV: What TV coroner was played by
Jack Klugman? o
NATURE: What Is the name given to
the region near the Equator
characterized by'light winds and ¢alms?
SPORTS: What color is the jersey worn
by the'leader of the Tour de France?
(Answers on Page 8)

COUPLE WIN $50K PRIZE AGAIN
INDIANAPOLIS - An Indianapolis couple

beat the odds when the
second:$50,000 Lugcky
prize. ;

Elinor and-John T. Phillips of
Indianapalis ¢laimed the prize Thursday,

claimed their
Hoosier lottery

_less than five.years after Elinor Phillips
 won'$50,000 on'the same game ih 2004.

Etinor Phillips said her heart fluttered
when she heard:the numbers for the
Feb. 24 gvening draw.

Headland SatNews CROSSWORD No. 58 |
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ACROSS :
L Seeptic (5) Headland SatNews SUDQOKU
4. Large purse (7)
8. Diving tank (5)
9. Comnpetition (7) 9 3 6 8 7
10. Personality (8)
11, Carpenter's jaws (4) 219 6
""""" 13. Split up (4,7)
17. On an occasion (4)
18. Dared (8) 4 113
i 21. Taikabout (7) 3
22, Combined (2,3): :
____________________ 23. Earilysky line (7) :
24 Happeniillg &) 3 6 | 9
DOWN 4 2
k. Vast (6)
2. Ineffeciual (2,3) I1 11 4
3. Virginal purity (8)
4. Trafalgar hero {7,0) 5 419
------- 5. Central church space (4)
6. Gold, silver mass (7)
7. Natural spout (6) 512]4 711
i 12. Famous RAF fighter (8) :
i 14, Charge layer (7) RULES & SOLUTION T h
i- 15. Elephant seat (6) The object is to fill in FESEA R .
16. Coming (6) the squares so that BARd RAYARA RAEIN
i 19, Lyon's department (5) each row, column & LiSf8s; L IIE 6,9
~ 201 Question (4) box contains the 9, T L LEJ6 b 8
numbers }-9, 6iF 1|20 8FLISHE
Numbers may not be giEiL|6is | F}IiT T
repeated in the same cieic|risiiysioly
column & row. $irivlo eiefz i
Ligiglelst
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Tiger loses in second round

MARANA, Arizona - One day after a
ceremonious return to golf, Tiger Woods was
on his way home.

Tim Clark of South-Africa played 16 holes
without a bogey and pulled ahead for good on
the back - nine to: knock Woods out- of the
Accenture Match Play Championship with. a
4-and-2 victory on Thursday.

Woods holed-out a 50-foot bunker shot for
birdie on-the 14th hole and-appeared to be
making a run; but his tee shot on the 15th
hole hit a cart path and went aver a fence and
out of bounds, costing him the hole.

“The good news for golf was it: probably
won't have to wait eight months to see him
again,

Weods likely will play in two weeks at
Miami in the CA Championship, although he
said he would wait (0 see how his left knee
felt.

This was his first tournament  since
reconstructive surgery on the knee one week
after he won the U.S, Open in June.

Asked where  he would ‘go from here,
Woaods replied, "To the airport.”

Clark, a pesky opponent with a sharp short
game, didn't give him much of & chance. He
was 6-under par when the match ended on the
par-3 16th hole, where he put his tee shot 4
feet away.

The putt was conceded when Woods failed
to chip in from just off the green.

"I knew I had to play out of my mind to beat
him," Clark said, "I'm very proud of the way I

Next up for Clark is 19-year—01d Rory
Mecllroy of Northern Ireland, who birdied the
last two holes to beat Hunter Mahan.

Phil Mickelson, coming off a vistory last
week -at the Northern Trust Open, is the
highest sced [eft in the tournament going into
the third round,

Mickelson, No.. 5, again avoided a late
meltdown and hung on to beat fellow Masters
champion Zach Johnson, 1 up.

Vijay Singh, the No. 4 seed, lost his last
three holes and was beaten by Luke Donald of
England in 19 holes.

The only other top-10 players remaining
were No. 8 seed Geoff Ogilvy, who worrin 19
holes for the second straight day, this time
against Shingo Katayama; and No. 9 seed
Camilo Villegas, who beat Miguel Angel
Jimenez, 5 and 4.

Villegas has played only 26 holes in two
rounds, '

NBA

Houston 93,
L.A. Lakers 132,

Cleveland 74
Phoenix 106

NHL

New Jersey 4, Co1orado 0

Ecst?n 6, Anahe

Carojina' 2, Buffa]o i gso)
washington 4, Atlanta

Flarida 2, N.¥Y. Rangers 1
Toronto 5 N.Y. Istanders 4 (s0)
San Jose Ottawa 1

Nashvil]e 4, Phoenix 1
st., Lowis 3, pDallas 1
columbus 1, Edmontoh O

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Men s Top 25-

: Memphis 71, UAR &0
13 wake Forest 85, N.C. 5ta te 78

Women s TOP
9. North Carolipna 50Q, Miami 76
14. ohio.5tate 75, wWisconsin 53
LSuU 63, . Tennessee B1
24. Arizona State 55, Washington 32

Manny rejects Dodgers' offer

PHOENIX - Star slugger Manny Ramirez has
rejected yet another offer from the Los
Angeles Dodgers,

The Dodgers announced Thursday that the
outfielder's agent Scott Boras had declined a
$25 million, one-year contract with a $20
million player option for 2010. It was the
club's fourth offer to Ramirez this offseason.

"We want Manny back, but we feel we are
negotiating. against ourselves," Dodgets
owner Frank McCourt said in a statement.

"When his agent finds those 'serious offers'
from other clubs, we'll be happy to restart the
negotiations."” .

General manager Ned Colletti and McCourt
met Wednesday.in Los Angeles with Boras.

The offer is similar to the two-year, $45
million deal with a buyout or club option that
the Dodgers put on the table in November.

Ramirez refused the offer.and the Dodgers
withdrew their proposal. The team came back
with a one-year, $25 million offer, but
Ramirez turned that down as well. Ramirez
also turned down salary arbitration.

"Even with -an - ecomomy that has
substantially eroded since last November, out
of respect for Manny and his talents, we
actually improved our offer,” McCourt said.

"So now, we start from scratch."

Colletti said there was no. hard deadline,
and Ramirez was not yet needed in spring
training.

No LeBron assists in loss

HOUSTON - The: Houston ‘Rockets held
LeBron James without an assist for the first
time in his career and limited Cleveland to its
lowest point total of the scason, beating the
Cavaliers:93-74 on Thursday night.

Yao Ming scored 28 points and Ron Artest
added. 15 while harassing James on defense
most of the night, leading the Rockets to their
sixth consecutive thory and ninth straight at
home. .

James scored 21 pomts but went 7-f0r-21
from the field with three turnovers. He left for
good with 4:03 left, the first time in 493 NBA
games (counting playoffs) he failed to record
an assist,

The Cavaliers had season-low point totals
in the first (L1):-and third {10). quarters; and
their 34 percent shooting (27-for-80). was also
4 SEA50N WOrst.

Mo Williams also scored 21:for the Cavs,
who had 2 five-game winning streak snapped.
They . also. may. have lost forward Ben
Wallace, who left in the third quarter with a
broken right leg:

Von Wafer scored 19 points and Luis Scola
added 14 points and nine rebounds for the
Rockets. Houston “had 25 assists, its sixth
straight game with 20 or more, and went
8-for-19 from 3-pomt range.

Vick home confinement OK'd

RICHMOND, Va.. - Imprisoned NFL star
Michael Vick will be allowed to serve the last
two months of his sentence under home
confinement because there is no room at a-
halfway house for him, a government official
told The Associated Press Thursday.

Vick is serving a 23-month sentence at the
federal penitentiary in Leavenworth, Kan_,
afier ~pleading guilty to bankrolling a
dogfighting operation at a home he owned in
eastern Virginia's Surry Couity.

He also admitted -to participating in the
killing of several underperforming dogs, -

Vick's lawyers have said they expected him
to be moved any day intoa halfway house in
Newport News. But because of a lack of
space,  Vick will be released instead to his
home in nearby Hampton at some point on or
after May 21, said the official, who has
knowledge of the case but requested
anonymity because the individual was not
anthorized to discuss the matter publicly.

"We are aware of reports regarding the
release of Michael Vick," Vick attorneys Billy
Martin and Lawrence Woodward said in a
written statement.
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"As his attorneys we understand and respect
that there is a process that the Bureau of
Prisons follows therefore it is not appropriate
for us comment at this time."

The Hampton house is one of four Vick still
owns, according to bankruptcy court papers.
He sold the Surry County property that served
as headquarters for his BadNewz Kennels
soon after his July 2007 indictment.

Hall, Redskins égree deal

WASHINGTON - The Washington Redskins
achieved one of their major offseason goals
around the midnight stroke that signaled the

start of free agency, agreeing to terms for a’

six-year, $54 million contract with DeAngelo
Hall.

The deal Friday includes $22.5 million in
guaranteed money, giving the 25-year-old
cornerback his second big payday in as many
years.

Hall was-guaranteed around $24 million in

" a seven-year; $70 million contract he signed a
year ago with Oakland, but he struggied to
adjust to the Raiders' man-to-man defense and
was waived after eight games.

The Redskins picked -him up less than.a
week later; and he provided a needed boost to
a secondary beset by too many injuries and
not enough big plays.

Hall played in seven games and started the
last four, eventually moving ahead of Carlos
Rogers on the depth chart,

Hali's five interceptions for: the season -
three with Oakland, two with Washington -
were three more than any other cornerback on
the Redskins roster.

He has a model citizen during his short time

in ‘the nation's capital, avoiding the type of
temperamental -outbursts that prompied the |

Atlanta Falcons to trade h1m to Oakland in
2008.

Brodeur shuts out Avalanche

NEWARK, N.J. - Martin Brodeur recorded
his 99th career regular- season shutout,
making 24 saves in his first game since elbow
surgery in early November and the New
Jersey Devils beat the Colorade Avalanche
4-( on Thursday night.

"It was an exciting night to get out there and
perform,” Brodeur said,

"I was really anxious all day, more nervous
that 1 thought 1 was going to be. We pulled it
off. It was nice to score eatly in the game. I
didn't get much work. It was a nice game to
play."

Brodeur posted his ‘third shutout in 11
games this season to move within four of
Terry Sawchuk's regular-season career mark
of 103, and reached 545 victories to close
within six of tying Patrick’s Roy's ‘NHL
record.

The four-time Vezina Trophy winner as
hockey's best goalie was greeted by a standing
ovation from fans when he stepped on the ice
for the warmups and they cheered every time
he touched the puck, even when he simply
directed it to the comer.

"The fans were great," Brodeur said. "I don't
know if they were sarcastic about cheering me
on the saves sometimes but it was definitely
nice."

Despite - missing 50 games after having
surgery to repair a torn biceps in his left
elbow, Brodeur was very sharp. He got a
gimme on his first save, a shot from the red
line by Chris Stewart about 6 minutes into the
contest.

A—Rod 'told to keep cousin
away'

NEW YORK - Alex Rodriguez was told by
the New York Yankees to keep his cousin
away from the team.

The message was given to the star third
baseman on Thursday, said a person familiar
with the situation, speaking on condition of
anonymity because the teamn did not make an
announcement.

The message applied both to spring training
and the regular season, the person said.

Rodriguez also was told. the cousin should
not be anywhere the team congregates, which
presumably includes the team's hotel when it
travels and the ballpark.

Speaking at Steinbrenner Field in Tampa,
Fla,, general manager Brian Cashman “said
only that the matter of Rodriguez being
picked up from his spring training operneér
Wednesday by his cousin "has been handled."

Rodriguez took a similar tone following
New York's 5-1 victory on Thursday aver
Tampa Bay.

"It's been addressed " he said. "And,-no
further comment." :
A day earlier in Dunedm, Rodriguez

homered and walked twice, then got into a
SUV driven by Yuri Sucart.

He's been identified as the cousin who
provided Rodriguez with  performance-
enhancing drugs obtained in:the Dominican
Republic. Rodriguez admitted using them
while playing for Texas from 2001-3.

Rodriguez  -acknowledged - to- the Yankees
that having the cousin meet him at the
ballpark in Dunedin was a mistake, the person
who' told The Associated Press about the
situation said.

Bulls mourn Van Llef, 'Red’
Kerr

CHICAGO - Johnny "Red" Kerr, the former
Chicago Bulls coach who spent more than
three decades as a broadcaster for the team,
died Thursday. He was 76.

- Headland Media prodiices the
marker-leading Headland SatNews service,
incorporating the News On-Board tnd
HotelNew.s‘paper; brands. The service covers
30 countiies in more than 11 languages and is
delivered doily by e-mail or via satellite.

Tel: +44 151 2364124 (UK)

and +1°954 492 2202 (US)

E-mail: news@headlandmedia.com

Website: www, headlandmedia.com

Kerr died at his home after a battle with
prostate cancer, Bulls spokesman. Tim. Hallam
said.

“His name - - was synonymous with
basketball, both here 'in Chicago, -and
throughout the entire NBA," Bulls chairman

Jerry Reirisdorf said,

"Those that were fortunate enough to have
known Johnny were touched by both his
tremendous compassion for people, and his
lifelong passion for the game of basketball.
We will miss him greatly.”

Kerr's death-is a double blow for the Bulls,
following the death also Thursday of Norm
Van Lier, one of the most popular players in
Bulis history.. Van: Lier was 61.

"We're deeply  saddened by the whole
course of events today," Hallam said.

The Bulls unveiled a statue of Kerr at the
United Center during an emotional ceremony
earlier this month  that included taped
messages from President Barack Obama and
commissioner David Stern and speeches from
Scottie Pippen and Michael Jordan.

Pippen said Kerr "makes Chicago Bulls
basketball what it is," while Jordan called him

"an inspiration to me as a basketball player
and as a person.”

SoCaIcntyapproves proposal
for NFL.- stadlum

LOS ANGELES - City Council members in
the city of Industry unanimously approved a
proposal Thursday for a pro footbal] stadinm
intended to lure a team back to the Los
Angeles area. .

The vote helped clear the - way for
developers of the $800 million:venue to begin
talks with NFL teams about a possible move
to the industrial and -warehousing city 15
miles east of Los Angeles.

Majestic Real Estate Co. managing partner
John Semcken said the company would begin
shopping for a team on April 1, the deadline
for opponents of the project to file a lawsuit.

At least eight franchises, including- the
Oakland. . Raiders, Buffalo. Bills and
Minnesota Vikings, have been identified as
possible targets for relocation, he said.

Developers are confident the NFL would
approve a move by .a team, he said.
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Weak health care stocks drag
market lower

NEW YORK - Health insurers and drug
companies, some of the better performers on
Wall Street lately, led the market lower
Thursday after the White House proposed
cuiting payments to private insurance plans.
The major stock indexes gave up early leads
to close lower.

The'-Dow Jones industrial -average -fell
88.81, or 1.2 percent, to 7,182.08, pulled
down by stocks including drug maker Merck
& Co., down $1.87, or 6.7 percent, at $26.04
and health products company Johnson &
Johnson, off $1.52, or 2.8 percent, at $52.44.

The Standard & Poor's 500 index fell 12.07,
or 1.6 ‘percent, to 752,83 and the Nasdaq
composite index fell 33.96, or 2.4 percent, to
1,391.47.

The: Russell - 2000 index of smaller
companies fell 8.49, or 2.1 percent, to 392.95:

Declining issues outhumbered advancers by
about 8 to 7 on the New York Stock
Exchange, where consolidated volume came
to 6.48 billion shares, down from
Wednesday's 7.29 billion.

The Obama administration’s - $3.55 trillion
budget plan for 2010 includes cuts - to
Medicare and Medicaid. Private insurance
plans serving Medicare seniors would take the
biggest hit, but hospitals, drug manufacturers
and home health agencies also face cuts,

As investors became aware of the impact
that the budget if enacted, could have on the
companiés, they tumed agamst what had been
one of the strongest industries in the stock
market recently.

Market watchers had been looking to health
care to help lead the market's recovery along
with other recession-resistant industries like
consumer staples.

Banking shares initially putled much of the
market higher as investors welcomed plans
from = Washington for additional bailout
measures that could provide up to $750
billion in support to the struggling banking
system. But the Obama administration said
the money was for a contingency fund and
that it didn't. plan to immediately ..ask
Congress to add to the government's existing
$700 billion rescue program.

Many financial stocks managed to close the
day higher.

WALL STREET INDEXES
Thursday close
Dow Jones Indust. 7182.08 -88.81
S&P 500 . 752.83 -12.07
NYSE Composite 4713.02 -40.15
Amex Index 1329.40  +17.43
NASD Composite 1391.47 -33.96
NMS Composite 647.52 -16.02
value Line Gegmetric 178.80 -3.22
value Line Arithmetic 1155.44 -18,27
wWilshire_5000 7619.39 -122.41
rRussell 2000 392. 95 -8.49
60 MOST ACTIVE STOCKS
Pr1ces as of Thu #feb 26 -17:35:28
AT&T In NY 24.09 . +.38
Activ BTz s NA 9,085 +.06
AmIntliGp Ny .52 +.06
Amgen NA 51.23 -5.33
Ap?Te Inc NA 89.19 1,97
ApldMatt NA 9.84 +.39
Bkofam | NY 5.32 +,16
BarcGs0il AM 17.60 +,85
Capone NY 12.498 +.71
Cisco NA 14.49 -.28
citigrp NY 2.46 -.06
Cnmcast NA 13.34 - 71
CVRD NY 12.94 +.09
pell Inc NA 8.21- - -.15
D1er1nBu11 NY 5.81 +.21
Drysh 1? NA 3.59 -.24
Eldorcld g AM 8.33 +,39
ExxonMb ] NY 70,85 -1.10
FifthThird NA 2.29: +.35
Fordm NY .1.98 -.03
GenElec NY 9.10 +.09
Goldsty g AM 1.57 +.07
HuntBnk NaA 1.98 +.32
ishla E NY 7,31 -.09
ishch2b s NY 24 81 -.70
ishEMkt s NY 21.57 ~.19
15hR2K NY 39.32 -.75
1ShREst NY 25.53 -1.13
Intel NA 12.71 -.32
JPMQr?Ch NY 23.05 +1,32
Lalo11Ph NA . 0B +.00
LvSands NY 2.85 +.69
Microsoft NA 16.42 ~-.54
MorgsStan NY 21.33 w,43
NewsCpA NA 5.77 -.29
NovaBioF AM .06 =.01
Nvidia NA 8.26 +.26
Oracle NA 15.78 -.46
pfizer NY: 12,70 -.38
PS5CrudeDL n  AM 2.42 +.23
Pwshs 0QQ Na - L 27.79. -.80
priushs&e NY 04240 +2.96
ProuU]tQRQ NY 23.00° -1.32
Proultsp NY 18.13 -.57
ProultFin NY 2.46 +.03
Qualcom NA 33.66 -.27
Rea1onan NY 3.94 +,18
NY - 5,80 -2.59
Sirjusxm NA .13 -.01
SprintNex NY 3.48 -, 11
SPDR NY 75.62 -1,25
SP Engy NY 42.15 +.10
SPDR Fncl NY 8.13 +,13
sSunTrst NY 12,95 +2.05
US Bancrp NY 14 .91 +2,15
11Fd NY 27.23 +1.23
utdh1 hGp NY 20.07 -2.96
weathfInt s NY 10.58 +.88
wellsFargo NY 14.49 +.96
vahoo NA 12,98 4,50
(NY=NYSE; AM=AMEX; NA_NASDAQ)
FOREIGN STOCK INDEXES
Thursdag Previous
Amsterdam AEX 223.6 220,69
Brussels Bel-25 1688.15 1681.13
Frankfurt DAX 3042 ,62 3846.21
Hong Kong H-S 12894.94 13005.08
London FT-100 3915.64 3848.98
Mexico IPC 18047.16 18200.70
Milan MIB 12744.00 12494.00
Paris cAC-40 274484 26865.92
Sydney All ord 3297.40 3281.50
Tokya Nikkei 7457.93 7461.22
Torgnte  TSE-300 8186.82 7932.30
Zurich SMI 4770.78 4702.50

NEW YORK EXCHANGE RATES
Th rsda{ Previous
Australia (Do11ar) .538 1.5463
Britain (Pound $1.4310 S$1.4196
Canada (Do'llar . 2480 1.2523
Ch1na (Yuan) 6. 8376 6.8415
Eu $1.2749 $1.2718
Hung Kung (bollar) 7.7538 7.7548
India E upee) 50.401 49,855
Japan Yen) 98.38 97°. 64
Mexico (Peso) 14.9725 14,8815
Norway (Krone 6.9404 6.8909
Ryssia (Ruble 35.6710 35.8076
Singapore. (Do 1ar) 1.5382 1.5294
so. Africa (Rand) 9.9002 9.9290
switzerland (Franc) 1.1650 1.1733

Dollar falls on banks plan

NEW YORK - The dollar fell against most
major currencies Thursday after governments
said they were stepping up effoits to help
sttuggling banks, while economic reports
showed that new-home sales tumbled to
record lows and jobless claims jumped more
than expected.

The 16-nation euro rose to $1.2749 in late
New York trading from . $1.2716 late
Wednesday. The British pound jumped to
$1.4310 from $1.4196 after the British
government set up a program to allow banks
to access government insurance against future
losses on bad assets.

The Commerce Department reported that
new home sales tumbled 10.2 percent to-a
seasonally. adjusted annual rate of 309,000
last month, the worst showing-on government
records going back t0.1963.

Separately, U.S. manufactwers saw orders
for  bigticket . goods sink by a
larger-than-expected 5.2 percent in January as
global economic troubles cut demand. from.
customers at home and abroad, the Commerce
Department said.

The dollarrose to 98.38 Japanese yen from
97.64 yen late Wednesday, however, as the
Asian  country’s sinking exports and
rapidly-contracting output eat away at its
value as a safety beacon,

Treasury yields edge up

NEW YORK - Amid all the gloomy
economic data, this week has brought one
piece of good news for the U.S. government:
Appetite for its debt is still holding up. -

The Treasury Department managed to
auction a record $94 billion in new long-term
debt this week, and all three auctions were
met with solid demand.

On Thursday, the Treasury auctioned
seven-year notes for the first time in 16 years,
and the 322 billion auction received more
than twice as many bids as notes available.
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In late trading, the benchmark 10-year
Treasury note dipped 18/32 to 97 27/32. Tts
yield rose to 3.00 percent from 2.93 percent
late Wednesday.

The two-year note was flat at 99 18/32, and
its yield was unchanged at 1.09 percent. The
30-year bond fell 1 £18/32 to 96 24/32, and its
yield roseto 3.68 percent from 3.59 percent.

The three-month  Treasury -bill's- yield
slipped to 0.26 percent from 0.29 percent.
The discount rate was (.27 percent,

FBI arrests Stanford Financia'l
Group exec

HOUSTON - FBI ageats arrested. the chief
investrnent officer of troubled  Stanford
Financial Group on Thursday, accusing Laura
Pendergest-Holt of obstructing a Securitiés
and Exchange
investigation.

The SEC has been investigating allegations

“of an $8 billion investment fraud involving
Texas billionaire R. Allen Stanford's finaricial
group.

Pendergest-Holt was arrested in Houston,
where Stanford Financial Group is based. The
FBI said ‘she was taken to the federal
detention center and would appear in federal
court Friday morming for an arraignment.

"She is looking forward to working with the
government to get ail the facts out and put
this behind ther," her attorney Brent Baker
said Thursday night.

The “government alleges in -a federal
complaint that Pendergest-Holt obstructed the
investigation with some ‘of her answers to
SEC ° investigators' quéstions, including
failing to reveal to the SEC how much she

knew about  investments in Stanford
Intemanonal Bank Ltd _' R
BofA CEO Ken Lewis keeps

lips sealed

NEW YORK - The New York attorney
general's office has subpoenaed- Bank of
America Corp. secking the names of Merrill
Lymch executives who received $3.6 billion in
year-end bonises; after Chief Executive Ken
Lewis failed to provide those details during &
lengthy deposition Thursday evening.

Lewis, who traveled to New York on the
company's corporate jet, .said that he
"answered the questions that were asked -to
the best of my knowledge."

Lewis' depasition was part of ah ongoing
investigation by New York Attorney General
Andrew Cuomo into the timing of Merrill
Lynch's bonuses and whether proper
disclosure was made to sharcholders about
the size of the bonuses.

Comumission fraud

TV Jack Klugman playad Quincyin the
TV gerigs:

NATURE: The region near the Equator”
characterized by light winds and calms is
known as the doldrums. =

SPORTS: The jersey worn by the

leader of the Tour de France is yellow.

GENERAL'MOTORS CORP." : "7 i

DETROIT - General Motors Corp. posted
a $9.6 billion fourth-quartsr:loss and said
it burned through $6.2 billion of cash in::
the last three months of 2008 as It fought
the worst U.S. auto sales climate since
1982 and sought government loans to
keep the century-old company running:

JPEMORGAN CHASE & CO.

“NEW YORK - JPMorgan Chase & Co. -

said Thursday it.will eliminate about
12,000 jobs as Itfolds in the operations
of Washington Mutual Inc.

AIG INC.

CHARLOTTE, N.C. - Beleaguered
insurer American International Group
Inc. could be split into at lgast three
separate government-controlled
divisions in an effort to save the -
business, according to a-report | on..
Thursday by the Fmanc:lal Times.

SEARS HOLDINGS C_ORP.

HOFFMAN ESTATES, lit. - Sears :
Holdings Corp.; the owner of Kmartand
Sears siores that is led by financier
Edward Lamperi, said Thursday its
fourth-quarter profit dropped 55 percent
due to charges for store closings,
valuation declmes and severance.

CABLEVISION SYSTEMS CORP.

BETHPAGE, N.Y. - Cablevision Systems
Corp.posted a loss for the: fourth quarter
Thursday, dragged into the red by a hefty

write=down on the value of: |ts Newsday

newspaper.

They were granted just before Bank of
America's acquisition of Merrill closed, and
as that bank was seeking additional
government aid on top of $25 biilion it had
already received:

Lewis' use of the company alrcraﬁ seemed
surprising since it comes at 'a time when
bailed-out banks have faced heavy scrutiny
over executives' use of such perks.

"Bécause of the timing of this meeting; we
felt it was neécessary to use corporate aircraft,”
said company spokesman Timothy Gilles.

Americans receiving
unemployment top 5 million

WASHINGTON - As bad as it is already, the
economy keeps getting worse - and
government figures Thursday provided more
evidence that the downward spiral won't end
anytime soon.

The number “of - Americans  seeking
unemployment -benefits topped 5 million for
the first time since record-keeping began in
1967. And the mumber of first-time claims hit
667,000, the highest level in more than a
quarter-century.

Both figures were worse than experts
expected. )

Ovders for cars, computers, machinery and
other ~ durable  goods . plunged a
larger-than-expected 3.2 percent in January as
global economic troubles reduced demand
froin customers at home and abroad,

"We have been locking for signs: that the
economy's rate of decline might be slowing,
but can't find any,” said Nigel Gault, chief
U.S. economist at the IHS Global Insight
consulting firm.

The government - reports  offered more
evidence that consumers are scaling . back
purchases as jobs vanish, home ‘prices drop
and stock portfolios shnnk .

Those factors fuel more job and spendmg
cuts by profit-starved businesses.

"The hope is that policy efforts by the
federal government will be able to break that
cycle,” said- Zach Pandl, an- economist at
Nomura Securities International. "But-it's still
going to take some time before that happens.”

Fannie Mae seeks $15.2bn in
aid after 4Q) loss

WASHINGTON - Fannie Mae said Thursday
it needs $15.2 billion in government aid -
though that" figure is expected to grow -
because it lost nearly $59 billion last year as
the foreclosure crisis mushroomed.

The - Washington-based ‘mortgage finance
company hemorrhaged $25.2 billion, or $4.47
per share, in the fourth quarter. That
compares with a loss of $3.6 billion, or $3.80
a share, in the year-ago period.
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Ottawa pegs cost of Afghan
mission at $11.3bn

By Mur ray Brewster

PANTWAII DISTRICT, Afghamstan {The
Canadian Press) - The direct cost of Canada's
10-year involvement in Afghanistan s
estimated to be $11.3 billion, the federal
government has quictly revealed.

It is the first complete fiscal accounting of
the mission, which Prime Minister- Stephen
Harmper last year suggested would run in the
neighbourhood of $8 billion by the time the
combat mission ends in 2011.

The figures, which include for the first titne
estimales for the Foreign Affairs Department,
the Canadian International Development
Agency, Corrections Canada and the RCMP,
were posted without fanfare Tuesday on the
Privy  Council Office's Task Force
Afghanistan web site.

The incremental cost estimate does not
include post-2011 disability and health care
costs for soldiers wounded in battle or

suffering from post-traumatic stress.

The forecast runs considerably less than the
$13.9 billion to $%$18.3 billion estimate
parliamentary budget officer Kevin Page
issued last October at the height of the federal
clection campaign.

A direct comparison between the figures is
difficult because Page's estimates included
projection for long-term veteran's benefits and
were, by his own admission, a hazy
accounting . because the civilian agencies
refused to co-operate with his investigation,

The new federal numbers suggest almost 80
per cent of the price tag - $9 billion - will be
for military operations and hardware.

The report also inciudes a massive caveat,
noting. that “operations are constantly
changing and adapting,” meaning cost
estimates "are constantly refined and adjusted
to reflect this chzmgmtT reahty

Feds unvell $3bn stlmulus stash

By Alexander Panetia

OTTAWA (The Canadian Press)
Harper government is creating a $3- billion
fund to fast-track economic stitnlus cash and
begin pumping it out within weeks - a move
rivals eall a recipe for a boondoggle.

The fund would let money stari filtering
down April 1, nearly three months sooner
than the traditional period in which
Parliament endorses supplementary budget
spending.

Prime Minister Stephen Harper warned
opponents they risk triggering an election
should they vote against the fund.

But the threat appeared unnecessary. While
the Liberals expressed concemn that they were
being asked to sign a blank cheque, they

offered no indication they would block the
governmment's stimulus measures.

Still, the Bloc Quebecois called it a slush
fund and the NDP warned the conditions are
in place for another sponsorship scandal.

Even the Conservatives admitted the
spending stampede could result in waste.

Harper agreed there are some long-term
risks associated with the stimulus package,
but he cited a famous economist to argue that
the short- term danger is greater.

"Of course there's all kinds of risks of
inefficient, expanded govemment policies
that will continue into the future,” Harper told
a news conference in British Columbia.

"I'm not suggesting: there arent long-term
risks.

- OBAMA UNVEILS $3.6TLN BUDGET

WASHINGTON (AP) - President Bar: ck

: Dhama charted a dramatic new cours & for

the U.S. Thursday with a bold but

¢ contentious budget proposing higher axes
; for the wealthy and the first steps toward

. guaranteed health care for all -

* accompanied:by an astonishing $1.7!

- trillion federa! deficit that would be ne arly

four times the highest in history.

Congressional approval without ma or
change is anything but sure. The plar is
filled with political land mines includir j an
initiative to combat global warming th it
would hit consumers with considerab ¢
higher utility bills. Other proposals wc Jld
take on entrenched interests such as big
farming, insurance companies and dr-1g
makers. :

BANGLADESH GUARDS DETAINED

. DHAKA, Bangladesh (AF)- The
. Bangladeshi government says about 300
i fleeing border guards have been detz ined

after & bloody two-day revolt against

* superior officers left at least 22 peopl &
. dead.

The border guards, whe rose up ag ainst

- their commanders earlier this week, t ad

baen promised amnesty - though it's 10t
clear if that will apply io guards who f 2d
their bases.

Soon after laying down their arms, 1 1any
mutineers fled their compound Thurs: lay

© night under caver of darkness, says / bdul
. Kashem, a border force official.

FORMER SERB PRESIDENT
- CLEARED OF WAR CRIMES

THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) - UM,
judges have acquiited former Serbiar
President Mitan Milutinovic of orderin | a
deadly campaign of terror against Ko iovo
Albanians, saying he had no role in wyat
they ruled was a criminal plot to drive ethnic
Albanians out of Kosovo.

The tribunal ordered Milutinovic relc ased
from custody Thursday, but'it convicted five
other senior Serbs and gave them prison
sentences of between 15 and 22 yea's. It
was the court's first judgment establis 1ing
widespread Serb crimes in Kosovo,
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PM says public supports tough
new cl ime bills

By Steve s dertd

VANCO JVER (The Canadian Press) -
Prime Minister Stephen Harper visited the
city that his* public safety minister calls
Canada's gang capital Thursday to fuel the
govermme:nt's push for Criminal Code changes
that wo d  séntence gangsters to longer
- stretches n prison. :

After  handing out--$350 - million - in
infrastructure money for a new rapid- transit
line, Ha per met for ‘an hdur with Metro
Vancouv.'r police chiefs and-the families of
gang-vio'ence . victims who've  become
reluctant lobbyists for a crackdown.

"I was very encouraged to listen to the
primme m nister,” said Elieen Mohan, whose
son Chri; was one of two innocent victims
ameng :ix men executed gang-style in a
Surrey a) artment-in 2007,

RCMP- spokesman Cpl. Peter Thiessen said
Harper li stened intently. "He took-notes," said
Thiessen. "There was a lot of dialogue both
from the police and from the victims of critne
that were 11 that room."

The mieting with Harper, just a week after
Public Safety Minister Peter Van Loan came
out to neet police, local mayors and crime
victims, signals the level of importance the
1ssue is ¢ tracting, Thiessen said,

RCM? 'shéuld ﬁz;ffe seafched
sgone ' for skiers

By Bill Gaveland

GOLDEY, B.C. (The Canadian Press) -
RCMP admitted they should have acted
sooner w hen they heard about an $0S marked
on a mg intainside where two. skiers, one of
whom d:ed, spent days desperately trying to
alert rescuers.

Al a ews conference in Golden, B.C,
RCMP Zpl. Dan Moskaluk explained that
RCMP ontacted the nearby Kicking Horse
ski resor: when they first received the report
of the in ernational distress signal carved into
the snow Feb. 21.

The rwsort said it didn't know of any
missing or overdue skiers, so the Mounties
decided 10t to check oul the area around the
rescue s yinbol. Moskaluk conceded that, in
hindsigh , that was the wrong call.

Gilles Blackburm, 50, and his wife
Marie-Jesee Fortin, 44, ended up spending
nine day; lost on the mountain. '

They 1 +ere worried about keeping wolves at
bay whi! 2 they were lost in the wilderness.

BNL'S SINGER SAYS HE WAS BEING
SQUEEZED CREATIVELY

TORONTO (AP) - Barenaked Ladies'
singer-guitarist Steven Page said
Thursday that he decided to leave the
band because he felt like his
contributions as a songwriter were being
diminished. o

A day after Page announced he was
leaving:on the band's Web site, he said a
big reason for the split was that he felt as
though the then five- member band had
s0 many songwriting voices, his was
occasionally squeezed out.

"Frankly, the band itself was a five-way
democracy and one of the great things
about it is that it's been about the
five-way collaboration, but it's also one of
the things that's made me decideto be a
solo artist,” he said.

The other members: Ed Robertson,
Jim Creeggan, Kevin Hearn and Tyler
Stewart plan to continue on as the
Barenaked Ladies, and have no
immediate plans to replace Page.

They will return to the studio in April
and will tour in the fall,

Male nurse investigated for
allegedly assisting suicides

TORONTO (The Canadian Press) - The

Globe and Mail says-a Minnesota man who

allegedly tried to persuade a shident- at

Ottawa's Carleton University to hang herself :

cnline last March is under investigation in
similar cases.

The paper quotes police in St. Paul as
saying a 46-year-old nurse has been under
investigation for 11 months in other suicides
or attempted suicides, though no charges hav
been laid. :

Police allege he posed as a young woman
who also thought about suicide as he had
online chats with Nadia Kajouji, an
IR8-year-old Carleton student who killed
herself last March.

Police allege that in the chats, he advised
Kajouji on what kind of rope to use to hang
herself, and suggested she do it online as part
of a joint suicide pact.

Ontario's deficit could reach
$18bn over two vears

By Maria Babbage

TORONTO (The Canadian Press} - There
are new predictions that Ontario's deficit
could climb as high as $18 billion over two
years, leading a tide of red ink that's expected
to wash over Canada as the provinces hunker
down for a recession.

“TD- chief ‘economist Don Drummeond -said
Thursday ™ he's expecting Ontario-to run a
deficit of about $5 billion in the current fiscal
year ending March 31 and another $13 billion
n the next.

Previous - estimates ‘had - pegged - the
province's deficit between $5 billion and $10
billion, taking: into- account its promises (o
bail out struggling automakers and maich
federal dollars for infrastructure projects
meant to kickstart the ailing economy.

Second video of Canadian
diplomats abducted in Niger

BAMAKQ (AFP) - A second video of two
Canadian diplomats and their driver who
were kidnapped in Niger in December has
beén passed on' to Canadian' and Malian
authorities, a Malian source said. :

"A second cassette showing this time not
only the two Canadian diplomats Robert
Fowler, the UN Secretary General's special
envoy to Niger, and Louis Gay but also their
driver (Soumana Moukaila) cxists," the
source said. . .

The source, who previously revealed the
existence of the first video, said he had
viewed the tape in which Fowler was seen
speaking French. Moukaila's family had also
seen the tape, he added.

Ottawa kept .its silence on the matter and
denied to confirm or refute that it had
received the tape.

Mount{e féund officer with
back of head missing

SASKATOQON (The Canadian Press) - One of
the first RCMP officers at 1the scene after two
fellow Mounties were shot in Saskatchewan
says he found one with the back of his head
blown off.

- . Constables Marc Bourdages and Robin

Cameron were gravely wounded during a
high-speed chase along country roads in July
2006. :

Curt Dagenais is on trial for their murder.

Cpl. Jason Temiuk told the jury Bourdages
was alive when he found him lying on the
ground outside his police truck. Tenuk says
he was able to get Bourdages to another
vehicle and supported his-bleeding body on"a
hellish ride" to an ambulance.

The Saskatoon courtroom filled with sobs
as the corporal testified, and two jury
mermbers were visibly upset.

Man gets 21 months in jail for
street race

BARRIE, Ont: {The Canadian Press) - A
Toronto man who participated in a race along
Highway 400 that left Tnnisfil, Ont., truck
driver David Virgoe dead has been sent to
jail.
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CLOSING STOCK INDEXES

F 26 Feb 25
Toeronto TSE-300 7932.30 7859.33
New York ©-J 270.89 7270.89
New York Nasda 1425.43 1425.43
Landon FT-100 3848.98 3B816.44
Tokyo N klce 7461.22 7268.56

TORONTO MOST ACTIVE STOCKS

Prices as of Thu Feb 26 18:03:34

TsharesCDNGD XTU=T 12.44 +0.43
HrznCrdoilal HOu=T 5.80 +0.54
EqnoxMnriso EQN=T 1.57 +0.28
BombdrBSV BBD/B=T 2.91 +0.04
Verenengyo VNX=T 9.55 +1,75
TeckComBSV TCK/B=T 4.52 +0.47
RoyalBank RY=T 31.90 +1.93]
MahnulifeFin MFC=T 14.18 +0.50
Suncorengy U=T 25.66 +2.55

HFU=T 4,08 +0.43

HorznCaps u11

"She was a real pioneer in the status of
worrten and she tackled something absolutely
unheard of," said Ken Kelly, president of the
Fundy Beautification and Historical Society.

Kelly was a friend of Kool and would visit
her in Bangor once a year. She would also
regularly come-stay with him and his wife in
Alma.

Keol tried to enrol in navigation school in
Saint John, N.B., but was initially turned
away because no woman in North America
had ever obtained her mate's papers. She
persisted and was eventually admitted.

She passed her mate's papers in 1937 at the
age of 21 and passed her.master's exam a
couple of years later, receiving her master's
certificate and the title of captain. -

NHL

New Jersey 4, Cglorado 0

Boston 6, Anzheim_ 0

carolina -2, 8uffa1o i3 gso)
wash1ngton 4, Atlanta

Florida 2, N.Y. Rahgers 1
Toronto 5, N,Y. Is1anders 4 {(s0)
San Jo% . OttaWﬁ 1

Nashville 4, Phgenix 1

st. Louis 3, Dallas 1

olumbus 1, Edmonton 0

NBA_

Houston 93, cleveland 74
L.A. Lakers 132, pPhoenix 106

Prabhjit Multani, 21, pleaded guilty to
. criminal negligence causing death by strect
¢ racing and was sentenced Thursday to 21
. months in jail, two years probation and a
10-year driving prohibition,

¢ Justice Michelle Fuerst said she took into
i consideration the fact that Multani had
i already spent 221 days in jails

¢ Multani raced in his black Mustang
. Convertible with friends in- two  other
. vehicles, gesturing and laughing as  they

zigzagged through heavy traffic on June |8,
i 2007, court heard.

i They called each other on cellphones for a
. total of 66 calls over 44 kilometres as they
! drag raced along the highway at speeds up to
. 200 kilometres an hour.

' First female sea captain in
North America, dies at age 93

MONCTON, N.B. (The Canadian Press) -
Molly Kool, the first woman in North
America to become a registered sea captain,
died Wednesday. She was 93.

Kool was born in 1916 in Alma, N.B., and
spent the first 30 years of her life there, She
* had been living in Bangor, Maine, for years
when she died.

TSX surges as bank earnings
impress
By Malcolm Morrison

TORONTO {(The Canadian Press) - The
Torento stock market's pains extended to a
third session Thursday as earnings from three
of the big banks reminded investors that
Canadian financial companies are in far better
shape than most of their counterparts in -the
U.S. and Europe.

Toronto's S&P/TSX composite index rose
254.52 points to 8,186.82. for a gain of 539
points in the last three days. The TSX Venture
Exchange edged up 7.84 points at 862.81.

"People are relieved," said Jennifer
Radman, associate portfolio manager at
Caldwell Securities. "Despite everything that's
going on - the banks are still making a ot of
money. The market in general has been very
short sighted and a lot of the valiations that
are out there - it's like society is going to go
backwards!"

Energy stocks also gave major support to
the TSX as oil prices improved for a third
straight day.

U S V(W:lﬂalms victory in latest N
softwood lumber fight

OTTAWA (The Canadian Press) - The United
States claimed victory over Canada on
Thursday in the latest fight over the 2006
softwood lumber agreement.

An LCIA tribunal, formerly the London
Court of International Arbitration,. found
Canada breached the agreernent by failing to
calculate quotas properly during the first six
months of 2007, the United States said.

The tribunal said Canada imust collect an
additional .10 per cent export charge on
softwood lumber shipments from Eastern
Canadian provinces until C$68.26 million has
been collected.

BRODEUR SHUTS OUT AVALAN CHE

NEWARK, N.J. (AP) - Marty's back, as
good as ever..Martin Brodeur recoi Jed
his 99th career regular-season shu tout,
making 24 saves in his first game since
elbow surgery in early November z 1d the
New Jersey Devils beat the Colora lo
Avalanche 4-0 on Thursday night.

The shutout was Brodeur's third in 11
games this season and it moved hin
within four of Terry Sawchuk's

. regular-season career mark of 103

. Zach Parise, Jamie Langenbrunne ,
~ Patrik Elias and Travis Zajac score 1, but

picked up his 545th career win, me nng
within six of tying Patrick's Roy's N L
record.

The four-time Vezina Trophy winne - as
hockey's best goalie was greeted kv a
standing ovation from fans when hi
stepped on the ice for the pre-gam::
warmup and they cheered every tir ie he
touched the puck, even when he si nply
directed it to the corner.

Despite missing 50 games after ha-ing
surgery to repair a torn biceps in hi left
elbow, Brodeur was very sharp. He gota

- gimme on his.first save, a shot fron the

red line by Chris Stewart about 6 m nutes

- into the contest.

- Celebrity renovator to of en

home inspection business

TORONTO (The Canadian Press) - Celebrity
renovator Mike Holmes is launching his own
home inspection business.

The beefy contractor, known for ur earthing
rengvation horror stories on the defunct
HGTV series "Holmes on Homes," will
launch Mike Holmes Inspections in the
southwestern  Ontario -~ communi jes  of
Kitchener-Watertoo, Guelph and Can bridge.

Holmes says many homeownes have

emailed and written him complainii g about
the quality of their home inspections.

He says his company will offer ins iections,
energy audits and "will provide homreowners
with the facts, not just an opinion.” '

Blue Jackets-blank Oiler:

EDMONTON (The Canadian Press
Mason faced just 19 shots in his eigh shutout
of the season and the Columbus Blu « Jackets
ended a two-game losing skid, defe ting the
Edmonten Oilers 1-0 in a key Westemn
Conference clash Thursday night.

- Steve
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Min . Max weather
Calga -y -74 -14 - snow
Edman on . =17, .57 sunny
Halif x 3 5 fog
Monts:atl -6 1 snow
Toron o 0 5 ptc1oudy
vanco iver ~-& 2

( “emperatures in Ce'ls‘lus)

Forme - Oiler Raffi Torres scored the lone
goal of the game for the Blue Jackets
(31-25-¢ ), who maved with Vancouver for
fifth in 11e West.

The Dilers (30-26-5) remained in a
four-wa - logjam for seventh with Dallas,

Anahe:ra and Minnesota w1th 65 pomts .

apiece.

There was no scoring in a relatively
unevent ul first period with both Oilers
goaltencer Dwayne Roloson and Mason
called u;on to make seven saves apiece.

Colurt bus was the vastly better team in the
second | eriod, with Roloson needing to be on
his gane as -the: blue Jackets outshot the
Oilers 1 '-5.

Stapi ton's SO goai le;ads o
Mapl: Leafs past Isles

UNION JALE, N.Y. (AP) - Tim Stapleton
scored n the third Tound of the shootout,
leading he Toronio Maple Leafs to a 5-4 win
over thh New York Islanders on Thursday
night.

The te yms traded goals in the secoad round,
with Jei " Tambellini scoring for the Islanders
and Jason Blake answering for the Maple
Leafs.

The 1s anders tied the game with 3:07 left in
regulath n when Jon Sim's shot from the right
circle aypeared to deflect off a Maple Leafs
player a d over Vesa Foskala's glove.

lan W hite, Dominic Moore, Pavel Kubina

and Nik Antropov scored for Toronto, while
Toskala stopped 42 shots for his third straight -

victory.

Dean McAmmond, Sean Bergenheim and
Mark Steit also scored for the Islanders, who
are 4-1-- in the last eight home games.

Sharls beat Senators

OTTAV'A (The Canadian Press) - Milan
Michale< and Patrick Marleau scored
power-p lay goals in the second period as the
San Jos: Sharks beat the Ottawa Senators 2-1
Thursda /. .

Brian Boucher made the start in goal in

place ol Evgeni Nabakov and stopped 23 of “

Ottawa" 24 shots for the win, Tt was the fifth
victory n the past six pames for the Sharks
(42-9-9°, who were 4-1 losers in Detroit
Wednes iay night.

TIGER LOSES IN SECOND ROUND TO
TIM CLARK

MARANA, Arizona (AP)- One day after a
ceremonious return to golf, Tiger Woods
was on his way home. Tim Clark of
South Adrica played 16 holes without a
bogey and pulled ahead for good on the
back nine to knock Waoods out of the
Accenture-Match-Play Championship
with a 4-and-2 victory on Thursday.

‘Woods holed out a 50-foof bunker shot
for birdie on the 14th hole and appeared
to be making a run, but his tee shot on
the 15th hole hit a cart path and went
over a fence and out of bounds, costing
him the hole.

The.good news for golf was it probably
won't have to wait eight months to see
him again.

Woods likely will play’in two weeks at
Miami in the CA Championship, although
he said he would wait to see how his left
knee felt. This was his first tournament
since reconstructive surgery on the knee
one week after he won the U.S. Openin
June.

Mike Fisher had -the only. goal . for- the
Senators (23-28-9} while Alex Auld was
strong in goal, making 22 saves.

The Senators had the only power play of the
third period and a handful of good chances
late; but they were unable to beat Boucher.

Five teams still alive at
Scotties Tournament of Hearts

By James Bisson

VICTORIA (The Canadian Press)

repeat  as = Canadian  women's  curling
champion, Jennifer Jones will need to take the
same gruelling path she did last year - and
that suits her just fine.

Jones slid a draw to the eight-foot with her
final shot in the [0th end Thursday night to
beat B.C.'s Marla Mallett 6-5 in the 17th and
final draw at the Scotties Toumnament of
Hearts.

Jones, third Cathy - Overton-Clapham,
second Jitl Officer and ledd Dawn Askin
controlled the must-win game from the start
but needed the knee-knocking draw to
advance to a Friday tiebreaker (TSN, 4 p.m.
ET), where the foursome will face upstart
P.E.L, led by sisters Rebecca Jean and Robyn
MacPhee,

Headland Media produces the
market-leading Headland SatNews service,
incorporating the News On-Board and
HotelNewspapers brands. The service covers
30 countries in more than 11 langrages and is
delivered daily by e-mail or via satellite.

Tel: +44 [51 236 4124 (UK)

and +1.954 492 2292 (U§)

FE-mail: news@headlandmedia.com
Website: www.headlandmedic.com

B.C. Lions to host 2011 Grey
Cup

VANCOUVER (The Canadian Press) - The
B.C. Lions will host the 2011 Grey Cup at
Vancouver's B.C. Place, according to multiple
media reports. The Lions will reportedly
announce the decision at a news conference
Friday.

It will mark the third straight year the CFL's
championship game will be held in Western
Canada. Calgary is hosting this year's Grey
Cup, while Edmonton will host in 2010.

Vancouver has hosted the Grey Cup on 14
previous occasions. The last time was 2003,
when  the Edmonton Eskimos beat the
Montreal Alouettes 38-35 - overtime.

Canadiens trade Begin to
Stars for Janik

MONTREAL (The Canadian Press) - The
Monfreal Canadiens traded popular checking
winger Steve Begin to the Dallas Stars in
exchange for defenceman Doug - Janik -on

Thursday. 3

Begin, 30, who had been a healthy scratch
in‘the last five games, had expressed a wish to
be dealt to another team if the Canadiens
were not going to use him.

The - Trois-Rivieres, Que., native had six
goals and four assists in 42 games this season.
It was his fifth season with the Canadiens
since he was claimed off waivers from the
Buffalo Sabres in 2003. The former Calgary
Flame had his best NHL season with
Montreal in 200506 with 11 goals and 12
assists.

Penguins send Whitney to
Ducks for Kunitz, Tangradi

PITTSBURGH (The Canadian Press) - The
Pittsburgh Penguins are adding some forward
depth to their lineup.

Chris Kunitz and prospect Eric Tangradi are
heading to Pittsburgh from the Anaheim
Ducks in exchange for defenceman Ryan
Whitney.

it's not a typical deadline deal becausc
Kunitz and Whitney both have long-term
contracts. :




